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INSTRUCTION 


Department   of  Public   Instruction, 

Harrisburg,   Pa.,   November   11,   1912. 

To  His  Excellency  John  K.  Tener,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  July  1,  1912,  being 
the  seventy-ninth  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFEE, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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Commontpealtlj  o(  Penngplbania. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 


'l\>  (lie  Seiuile  and  the  House  ol  Kepresentatives, 

(jeiitlenie]i :  One  year  ago  tbe  public  schools  were  iu  (he  pei-iod 
oi'  (i-ansitiou.  The  transiliou  has  been  made.  The  new  boards  of 
school  directors,  which  in  most  districts  are  smaller  than  the  old 
boards,  have  taken  charge  of  the  schools.  The  superior  working 
(•ai)acity  of  small  boards  has  been  demonstrated.  Tnder  the  new 
order  of  things  our  school  s\slem  is  proving  more  efdcient,  despite  the 
difUculties  which  always  arise  in  making  the  transition  from  the 
old  to  the  new. 

The  State  !>oard  ot  ICducat  ion  was  organized  on  -luiy  11,  11111. 
Principal  J.  (Jeorge  Becht  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School  was 
elected  permanent  secretary.  He  entered  upon  his  duties  in  January. 
ItilL*.  A  suite  of  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  board  was  rented  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  Telegraph  Building. 

NE^Y  APPOINTMENTS. 
The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  was  further  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  two  High  School  Inspectors  through  the  appoint- 
ment of  Principal  W.  M.  Denison  of  the  High  School  at  Troy,  and  of 
Thomas  S.  March,  Superintendent  of  the  Schools  of  Greensburg. 
In  June,  Inspector  W.  S.  Hertzog  was  elected  Principal  of  the  State 
Normal  School  at  California,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the 
ajtpointment  of  -James  C  Peutz,  Superintendent  of  the  Schools  of 
Cliarleroi.  The  working  force  of  the  Department  was  further  in- 
creased by  the  ap])oin1ment  of  l\ose  M.  Fetterolf,  of  \Vilkes-Parre, 
as  Expert  Assistant  in  Drawing,  of  Millard  I>.  King,  of  Wayne,  as 
Expert  Assistant  in  Industrial  Education,  and  of  L.  II.  Dennis 
of  the  State  College  as  Expert  Assistant  in  Agricultural  Education. 

ME D IC A  L  I N  SPECTION. 
Health  is  of  first  importance  in  the  education  of  the  child,  as 
well  as  in  its  subse([uent  career.  The  movement  for  medical  inspec- 
tion was  hamperetl  in  many  districts  through  the  elforts  of  the 
League  for  Medical  Freedom.  In  some  districts  the  school  boards 
vote<l   against    medical    inspection    because   they    were   not    fully   ac- 
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quainted  with  the  uew  legislation.  They  feared  an  expense  lor  which 
no  provision  had  been  made  in  the  tax  levy,  and  a  possible  condem- 
nation of  their  school  buildings  on  sanitary  grounds.  During  the 
coming  year  an  inspection  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  will  be 
made,  even  where  school  boards  have  voted  against  the  medical  ex- 
amination of  the  pupils. 

One  can  not  refrain  from  lauding  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  which 
the  State  Health  Department  has  pursued  in  this  important  work. 
In  the  first  place,  the  physicians  in  charge  of  the  inspection  were 
urged  to  win  the  confidence  of  the  children  and  to  refrain  from 
everything  that  might  frighten  the  timid  or  disturb  the  nervous.  In 
ihe  next  place,  care  was  taken  not  to  interfere  with  the  private 
practice  of  the  family  physician.  Instead  of  making  a  report  directly 
to  the  parents,  the  inspector  made  his  report  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment at  Harrisburg,  w^hence  the  reports  were  sent  through  the 
teacher  to  the  parents  of  the  children  in  need  of  medical  aid.  In 
the  third  place,  the  sympathy  and  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers 
were  enlisted.  At  the  close  of  the  term  the  teachers  reported  whether 
any  improvement  was  observed  in  their  pupils  as  a  result  of  the 
services  of  the  dentist  or  the  doctor. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  only  six  hundred  fifty-two  thousand 
pupils  received  the  benefit  of  medical  inspection,  whilst  six  hundred 
twenty-two  thousand  were  defrauded  out  of  the  help  which  the 
School  Code  designed  to  give  to  the  wards  of  the  Commonwealth. 
But  the  campaign  for  greater  enlightenment  which  the  School  Depart- 
ment and  the  State  Health  Department  are  conducting,  is  bearing 
fruit.  During  the  coming  year  more  than  twice  as  many  districts 
will  have  medical  inspection  in  their  public  schools. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES  AND  PLAY  GROUNDS. 

The  State  Board  of  Education  has  been  giving  suggestions  and 
criticisms  to  school  directors  on  the  plans  of  new  school  houses. 
The  aim  was  to  make  the  new  buildings  conform  to  the  requirements 
of  the  law  in  regard  to  heating,  lighting,  ventilation,  air  space  and 
floor  space.  A  special  effort  was  made  to  get  fire-proof  buildings, 
or  at  least  fire-proof  inside  stairways.  Many  outside  fire-escapes  are 
blood-curdling  propositions,  even  where  they  would  not  be  unsafe 
if  a  crowd  of  children  should  go  down  over  them.  Moreover,  the 
days  when  ice  and  sleet  form  upon  the  steps  are  especially  to  be 
dreaded.  It  is  far  wiser  to  provide  iron  or  fire-proof  inside  stair 
ways  which  will  prove  a  safe  means  of  exit  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 

The  total  number  of  plans  submitted  to  the  State  Board  from 
July,  1911  to  July,  1912,  was  two  hundred  forty-seven.  Since  July, 
1912,  more  than  eighty  have  been  submitted. 
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There  was  unnecessary,  but  unavoidable,  delay  in  carrying  out 
the  provision  for  the  free  distribution  of  school  plans.  This  pro- 
vision of  the  School  Code  is  now  receiving  the  earnest  attention  of 
llie  State  Board. 

The  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  has  also  been  making  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  play  grounds  connected  with  the  public  schools.  In 
the  cities  the  school  grounds  are  entirely  too  small  for  purposes  of 
play.  Even  in  rural  districts  the  school  grounds  need  enlarge- 
ment, especially  if  any  experiments  are  to  be  made  in  school  garden- 
ing and  practical  agriculture.  After  an  extensive  correspondence 
the  conclusion  was  reached  that  the  amount  of  space  per  pupil  should 
never  be  less  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  square  feet.  Less  space  would 
not  give  freedom  of  movement  for  play.  For  a  single  school  house 
the  play  area  should  not  be  less  than  two  hundred  feet  square, 
which  is  neai-ly  one  acre.  The  larger  the  school,  the  less  area  per 
pupil  for  purposes  of  i^lay  seems  indispensably  necessary.  A  thou- 
sand children  are  better  provided  for  on  a  play  ground  of  thirty 
thousand  square  feet  than  one  hundred  children  on  a  play  ground  of 
three  thousand  square  feet.  Ten  children  in  a  space  of  three  hun- 
dred square  feet  can  scarcely  i)lay  at  all.  Some  space  should  also 
be  devoted  to  beautifying  the  grounds  which  form  the  entrance  to 
the  buildings.  After  the  needs  of  children  are  better  understood 
there  will  be"  a  movement  to  locate  new  school  houses  on  the  out- 
skirts of  cities,  rather  than  in  the  business  centres  where  it  is 
difficult  to  buy  a  school  site  large  enough  for  all  the  essential  games 
of  childhood.  And  in  the  rural  sections  enough  additional  ground 
should  be  purchased  for  practical  work  in  agriculture  and  school 
gardening.  One  State  legislature  has  made  obligatory  the  purchase 
of  an  acre  for  such  purposes. 

THE  EXPERT  ASSISTANTS. 

The  expert  assistants  in  drawing,  agricultural  and  industrial  edu- 
cation have  been  earnestly  striving  to  promote  interest  in  their 
specialties  among  the  teachers,  the  jjupils  and  the  patrons  of  our 
public  schools.  Drawing  lies  at  the  foundation  of  many  forms  of  in- 
dustrial activity.  The  assistant  in  drawing  visited  nearly  a  hundred 
districts,  including  the  State  Normal  Schools,  and  spurred  some  of 
the  teachers  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered  at  our  sum- 
mer schools.  Upon  the  invitation  of  tiie  expert,  the  teachers  of  draw- 
ing at  our  State  Normal  Schools  held  a  conference  at  Harrisburg. 
An  outline  was  prepared  for  the  elementary  schools,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a  more  complete  course  with  illustrations  can  be  issued  during 
the  coming  year. 
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Two  things  should  be  aimed  at  in  the  teaching  of  drawing,  hi 
the  first  place,  drawing  should  be  made  a  medium  for  expressing 
thought.  The  tendenc}'  to  talk  which  is  the  besetting  sin  of  many 
teachers,  should  be  rigidly  repressed.  The  primary  purpose  of  in 
troducing  this  subject  into  the  curriculum  is  to  teach  children  to 
draw,  or  in  other  words  to  think  through  the  brush,  the  pencil  and 
the  crayon.  In  the  next  place,  the  teaching  of  drawing  should 
develop  the  artistic  taste.  Very  few  can  be  made  artists,  but  all  can 
be  taught  to  appreciate  and  enjoy  the  beautiful  in  nature  and  art. 

AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION. 

"At  the  head  of  all  sciences  and  arts,"  says  Garfield,  "at  the  head 
of  civilization  and  progress  stands — not  militarism,  the  science  that 
kills,  not  connnerce,  the  art  that  accumulates  Avealth — but  agricul- 
ture, the  mother  of  all  industry  and  the  uiaintainer  of  human  life." 
This  sentiment  has  forced  its  way  into  the  convictions  of  the  people, 
and  agricultural  education  is  receiving  attention  as  never  before. 
With  the  assistance  of  the  expert  in  agricultural  education,  an  out- 
line of  instruction  was  prepared  and  printed  for  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grade  pui)ils  in  the  elementary  schools.  It  is  not  expected 
that  every  rural  school  in  the  State  will  do  all  the  work  in  the  out- 
line; possibly  some  teachers  will  be  able  to  do  more.  The  conditions 
differ  so  much  in  the  various  parts  of  the  State  that  a  course  in 
agriculture  must  be  more  or  less  flexible.  In  sections  where  tobacco 
is  grown,  emphasis  should  be  placed  upon  this  crop.  The  same 
applies  to  dairying  and  fruit  growing.  In  the  mining  and  other  in- 
dustrial sections  much  more  attention  should  be  paid  to  vegetable 
gardening  and  to  sanitation  and  the  improvement  of  the  home  and 
the  school  grounds.  Care  must  be  taken  to  avoid  mere  book  work, 
such  as  is  apt  to  satisfy  teacher  and  pupil,  where  texts  on  agricul- 
lure  are  used  for  supplementary  reading.  Agriculture,  without 
actual  experiments  on  the  school  grounds  and  at  the  home,  is  like 
a  science  taught  without  a  laboratory  equipment. 

The  teaching  of  agriculture  has  been  made  obligatory  in  township 
high  schools.  So  long  as  we  do  not  have  teachers  with  special  train- 
ing, we  must  not  be  too  sanguine  as  to  results.  But  the  summer 
schools  for  teachers  (particularly  the  one  at  the  State  College)  are 
gradually  helping  to  furnish  a  body  of  teachers  who  can  give  intel- 
ligent and  practical  instruction  in  this  branch  of  study.  If  the 
text  is  vitalized  by  actual  study  of  farm  crops,  fruit  trees  and 
vegetable  gardening,  it  will  give  the  children  on  the  farm  an  intel- 
ligent interest  in  what  the  farm  offers,  and  farm  work  will  not  be 
mere  drudgery  without  any  meaning  to  those  who  are  engaged  therein. 
The  Department  has  scrupulously   avoided    the  recommendation  of 
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text-books,  bulletins  and  works  of  reference  which  they  need,  that 
it  was  deemed  wise  to  print  a  list  with  the  names  of  the  publishers 
attached. 

INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 

The  struggle  for  bread  is  groAving  more  intense.  Everywhere  the 
cry  is  heard  for  vocational  training-.  Strange  to  say,  the  manual 
training  which  was  at  one  time  heialded  as  the  panacea  for  a^i 
school  ills  has  l)een  found  to  have  its  limitations,  not  merely  as  a 
means  of  culture,  but  as  a  hel])  in  bread-winning.  The  boy  who 
graduates  from  the  three,  year  course  in  manual  training  tiuds  that  he 
is  neither  master  of  a  trade  nor  fittiMJ  to  Ix^gin  the  special  courses  now 
demanded  by  such  of  the  learned  vocations  as  strive  to  rise  to  the 
rank  of  professions.  Hence  there  is  a  loud  demand  for  trade  scho(»ls. 
The  trade  schools  at  Williamson  and  at  Lancaster  are  eminently 
efficient  in  fitting  boys  for  certain  trades,  but  the  expense  per  ])U})il 
is  so  great  that  it  would  bankrupt  the  Commonwealth,  if  the  plan 
pursued  at  these  s}>ecial  schools  were  adopted  generally  throughout 
the  State.  Moreover,  the  loudest  adA^ocates  of  the  trade  school  act 
as  if  they  considered  that  kind  of  an  education  a  good  thing  for  their 
neighbor's  son,  but  for  their  oAAai  sons  they  invariably  prefer,  if  pos- 
sible, a  different  type  of  education.  One  prominent  high  school  has 
adopted  the  policy  of  drop])ing-  the  boy  who  cannot  master  science 
and  the  classics  into  the  commercial  course,  and  if  he  fails  in  this 
course  he  droj)s  into  the  course  for  manual  training. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  assistant  in  industrial  education  so  to  plan 
the  Avork  that  its  cultural  and  i»ractical  value  aahH  appeal  to  the 
parents  and  pupils  of  all  classes  of  our  ])0])ulation.  To  Avork  at  real 
things  instead  of  Avords  and  to  learn  the  use  of  the  tools  Avhich  ai-e 
fundamental  in  the  A^arious  handicrafts,  Avill  bear  fruit,  not  only  in 
mental  and  moral  culture,  but  also  in  practical  preparation  for 
earning  a  livelihood. 

After  inspecting  the  various  schools  Avhich  maintain  courses  in 
industrial  education,  the  expert  made  the  following 

CLASSIFICATION    OF    INDCSTKIAL   COURSES. 

'i'lie  cnnise  in  industrial  education  ottered  by  the  schools  of  the 
Commonweal  til    may  be  (•lassiti<Ml  as   folloAVs: 

1.  The  courses  ottered  by  the  technical  high  schools  provide  for 
three  or  four  years'  instruction  in  shop  and  academic  subjects. 
The  time  allotted  to  the  shop  iustruction  varies  from  six  to  fifteen 
hours  per  Aveek,  the  remainder  of  the  school  week  is  devoted  to  in- 
struction in  academic  subjects,  i.  e.,  English,  mathematics,  science, 
modern  languages,  history  and  civics.  The  industrial  Avork  is  offered 
in  some  schools  to  bovs  alone,  in  (»tliers  to  both  bovs  imd  gii'ls  and 
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varies  someAvhat  accordiiij;-  to  tlie  locality,  yet  in  general  it  con- 
sists of  joining,  pattern  making,  inachine  shop  work,  smithing, 
foundry  work,  sheet  metal  work,  electrical  work,  sewing,  dress- 
making, millinery,  cooking,  design  and  constniction  of  baskets,  rugs, 
curtains,  runners,  mechanical  and  architectural  drawing  and  com- 
mercial subjects.  The  work  that  is  done  in  these  schools  is  of  such 
a  nature  and  quality  that  the  graduates  have  no  difficulty  in  securing 
positions. 

2.  The  well  defined  industrial  courses  of  two  and  four  years'  dura- 
tion provided  by  some  high  schools  in  addition  to  the  regular  acad- 
emic courses.  These  courses  (industrial)  provide  for  instruction  in 
English,  mathematics,  science,  history,  civics,  some  modern  lan- 
guage, joining,  pattern  making,  finishing,  sewing,  cooking,  mechanical 
drawing  and  commercial  subjects.  Pupils  completing  these  courses 
have  no  difficulty  in  securing  positions  in  offices  and  as  advanced 
apprentices,  thus  shortening  the  time  required  to  learn  a  trade. 

3.  The  co-operative  vocational  course,  as  offered  by  the  high  school 
at  York,  provides  for  instruction  in  the  machinist's  trade  and  acad- 
emic work.  The  boys  enrolled  in  this  course  are  divided  into  two 
groups ;  one  group  works  in  the  shop  for  a  week,  while  the  other  is 
in  the  class  room.  They  are  regular  apprentices  in  the  various 
machine  shops  of  York,  receiving  apprentice  wages  for  the  time  they 
work.  At  the  end  of  four  years  those  completing  this  course  become 
journeyman  machinists.  They  receive  an  education  and  j)artially 
support  themselves  while  engaged  in  learning  a  trade. 

4.  The  courses  given  in  the  vocational  night  schools  provide  in- 
struction in  mechanical  drawing,  mechanics,  electricity  and  shop 
mathematics  for  the  men  and  boys  employed  during  the  daytime. 
The  value  of  the  vocational  night  schools  caji  not  be  over-estimated 
as  they  afford  an  opportunity  for  the  schooling  necessary  for  ad- 
vancement in  the  trades  and  industries. 

5.  Manual  training  and  domestic  science  courses  form  a  part  of 
the  regular  work  in  many  of  the  high  schools.  Such  courses  comprise 
the  majority  of  industrial  courses  in  the  CommonAvealth  and  consist 
of  woodwork,  cooking  and  sewing  for  a  period  of  from  one  to  three 
hours  a  week.  They  are  intended  to  develop  and  broaden,  rathei* 
than  to  fit  the  individual  for  an  industrial  life. 

0.  The  courses  in  handAvork,  manual  training,  cooking  and  scAving, 
included  in  the  curriculum  of  the  elementary  schools.  They  differ 
as  to  the  subject  matter,  mateiMals,  methods  of  instruction  and  time 
devoted  to  the  work.  Much  of  the  handwork  is  presented  Avith  little 
or  no  consideration  of  the  relation  of  object  or  material  to  the  every 
day  experiences  of  the  child  and  the  time  allotted  to  this  Avork  de- 
pends upon  the  flexibility  of  the  schedule,  rather  than  upon  the 
needs  of  the  individual. 
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PROGRESS  OF  INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION  IN  THE  COMMON- 
WEALTH. 

There  are  at  least  forty-one  school  districts  that  maintained 
manual  training  centres,  forty-two  that  maintained  domestic  science 
centres  and  eighty  that  maintained  commercial  departments  during 
the  school  year  1911-1912.  Twenty-one  districts  have  signified  their 
intention  of  starting  courses  in  manual  training,  fifteen,  courses  in 
domestic  science,  and  five,  commercial  departments.  There  are,  in 
all  probability,  districts  that  maintained  courses  last  year  and 
that  are  starting  work  this  fall  along  industrial  lines  without  having 
notified  the  Department. 

In  Washington  county  the  Ellsworth  and  Cokesburg  boards  have 
united  in  an  effort  to  establish  industrial  work  in  their  schools, 
suitable  to  the  mining  region  in  which  the  villages  are  located. 
Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  school  population  are  of  foreign  parentage 
and  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  boys  return  to  the  mines  upon  reach- 
ing the  age  of  fourteen. 

A  study  of  the  local  conditions  at  Ellsworth  and  Cokesburg  re- 
sulted in  the  following  work  being  suggested  for  the  schools.  Hand- 
work for  boys  and  girls  in  the  first  four  grades,  cooking,  sewing, 
home  nursing,  laundering  and  sanitation  for  the  girls,  principles  of 
mining  law  for  the  boys  in  the  fifth  to  eighth  grades  inclusive,  and 
in  addition  to  the  mining  law  for  the  boys  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  manual  training,  reading  and  drawing  of  simple  maps.  The 
principles  of  mining  law,  reading  and  drawing  of  maps,  measuring 
of  rock,  areaways  and  gangways  were  recommended  for  the  con- 
tinuation class.  This  class  is  open  to  boys  from  fourteen  to  eighteen 
years  of  age  who  are  employed  in  the  mines,  and  provides  for  one- 
half  day  a  week  for  instruction.  (It  is  entirely  possible  that  the 
boys  enrolling  in  the  continuation  class  will  be  paid  for  their  time 
by  the  colliery  company.)  Mining  law,  mining  arithmetic  and  me- 
chanical drawing  will  be  taught  in  the  night  vocational  school  so  as 
to  aid  the  men  in  their  preparation  from  the  mine  examinations. 
Manual  training,  cooking,  sewing,  mining  law  and  mechanical  draw- 
ing will  be  a  part  of  the  high  school  work.  These  various  courses 
are  being  organized  at  the  present  writing  and  by  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber, barring  unforseen  difficulties,  all  departments  will  be  in  opera- 
tion. The  work  at  Ellsworth  has  been  made  possible  by  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  Professor  C.  B.  Robertson,  of  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Superintendent  Bach  and  the  officials  of  the  Ellsworth  Col 
lieries  Company, 
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The  Board  of  Directors  at  Beaver  Falls  has  adopted  a  special 
course  for  students  who  can  not  spend  four  years  in  a  high  school. 
No  diploma  will  be  granted,  but  a  certificate  showing  the  work  com- 
pleted will  be  given  when  the  pupil  leaves  school. 

ESTIMATES  AND  PLANS. 

Many  of  the  older  installations  of  manual  training  plants  have 
been  very  elaborate  and  costly,  and,  as  there  has  been  a  dearth  of 
information  relative  to  the  kind  and  cost  of  equipment,  the  growth  of 
the  movement  has  been  greatly  retarded.  This  led  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  schedules  of  equipment,  with  the  cost  of  each  article,  for 
manual  training  and  domestic  science,  also  plans  and  blue  prints  for 
cooking  tables,  manual  training  benches  and  mechanical  drawing 
tables.  Using  these  plans,  it  is  possible  to  have  the  tables  and 
benches  constructed  by  the  local  contractor  at  a  cost  much  less  than 
they  can  be  purchased  from  the  manufacturer.  We  believe  it  ])ossi- 
ble  to  equip  for  domestic  science  at  a  cost  of  ten  dollars  per  pupil, 
and  for  manual  training  at  a  cost  of  twelve  dollars  ])er  pupil. 

PEOJECTED  WORK. 

Arrangements  have  been  completed  with  the  State  Museum, 
whereby  slides  illustrative  of  the  industrial  Avork  in  schools  of  the 
State  will  be  made  and  as  these  slides  are  sent  about  the  State  they 
will  be  of  great  assistance  in  advancing  industrial  education. 

An  exhibit  of  agriculture  and  industrial  Avork  of  the  elementary 
schools  is  being  arranged  for  the  meeting  of  the  Department  of 
Superinlendence  of  the  National  Educational  Assocation,  to  be  held 
in  Philadelphia  next  February.  This  exhibit  will  demonstrate  in  a 
concrete  way  the  value  of  agricultural  and  industrial  work  in  the 
schools. 

Witli  the  co-operation  of  several  of  the  county  superintendents 
manual  training  will  be  attempted  in  some  of  the  rural  schools  with 
a  vie\A'  to  working  out  a  system  ap])licable  to  thc^  one  or  two  room 
type  of  school.  Active  Avork  was  commenced  on  ()(tol>er  1."),  1912.  in 
Jefferson  connly  under  the  direction  of  Superintendent  L.  Mayne 
Jones. 

DEVELOPMENTS    NEEDED    TN    PENNSYLVANIA. 

Sinc(^  I  lie  various  trades  are  no  longer  open  to  api>entices  as  they 
formerly  were,  some  i)rovision  should  be  made  for  those  who  must 
depend  upon  their  own  labor  for  a  livelihood.  In  educating  the 
future  citizens  the  schools  are  confronted  with  the  problem  of  mak- 
ing some  provision  for  the  individual.     Individuals  may  be  clasifled 
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into  Ibt'  following  groups  with  respect  to  the  need  lor  industrial 
training.  (This  classiticatiou  is  llie  ou(^  used  by  a  C'onimittee  of  the 
City  Club  of  Chicago.!     - 

1.  Those  who  leave  school  in  various  grades  below  the  high  s<'hool. 
(This  iucludes  pupils  who  have  reached  the  age  of  fourteen.) 

2.  Those  who  enter  the  high  school  but  do  not  linish  the  four  year 
course. 

o.  Those  who  linish  the  high  school  course  but  do  not  go  to  college. 

4.  Those  who  finish  the  high  school  course  and  enter  some  higher 
institution. 

5.  Those  who  are  already  at  work  in  the  industries.  Investigation 
leads  to  the  belief  that  the  various  groups  could  be  taken  care  of 
after  the  following  manner: 

Group  1.  l>y  ])r()viding  manual  training  and  domestic  science 
courses  (including  cooking  and  sewing)  in  all  the  grades  with  two 
year  vocational  courses  for  the  children  twelve  years  of  age.  This 
vocational  woik  would  undoubtedly  appeal  to  the  children  and  tend 
\n  hold  them  in  school  after  they  reach  the  age  of  fourteen  and  in 
this  way  give  liieui  a  i>i'eliminary  training  in  the  industries,  which 
W(»uld  serve  as  a  basis   for  their  future  development. 

(Troup  2.  liy  pro\'idiiig  a  two  year  vocational  course  in  the  high 
schools. 

(iroup  ',y.     y>y  providing  technical  high  schools. 

Croup  4.     ]>y   tlu;   technical   colleges  and  commercial   schools. 

Group  5.    By  providing  continuation  and  vocational  night  schools. 

The  vocational  courses  should  give  the  underlying  principles  of 
the  various  trades  commonly  followed  in  the  locality  of  the  school. 
To  bring  about,  to  any  great  extent,  the  above  conditions,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  establish  well  defined  industrial  courses  of  at  least 
two  years  in  length  in  the  normal  schools  of  the  State  so  as  to  have 
properly  trained  teachers.  An  appropriation  should  be  made  in  aid 
of  schools  giving  agricultural  or  industrial  work.  The  commercial 
courses  need  to  be  im]»roved  by  relating  them  more  closely  to  business 
needs  and  practices. 

The  present  courses  in  manual  training  and  domestic  science 
should  be  made  more  ])ractical  and  should  ai)proximate  the  best 
usages  of  the  industries.  Exhibitions  should  be  held  at  the  county 
fairs  for  the  piirpose  of  educating  the  people  as  to  what  is  possible 
in  these  special  lines  of  school  work. 

VOICES  OF  WARNING. 

Warnings  are  also  heard  against  over-commercializing  the  schools. 
The  eight  hours  of  a  day  devoted  to  earning  a  livelihood  are  not 
more  important  than  the  hours  remaining  for  recreation  and  the 
things  of  the  higher  life. 
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One  of  our  best  superintendents  says:  "1  am  not  opposed  to  in- 
dustrial training.  I  am  opposed  to  lads,  to  commercializing  the 
educational  systems  of  our  country.  I  am  opposed  to  any  form  of 
education  that  does  not  tend  toward  individual  freedom,  that  does 
not  throw  a  ray  of  light  ou  the  strain  of  mere  bread-winning." 

"The  school  house  stands  upon  one  side  of  the  street  and  the 
factory  upon  the  other,  each  bidding  for  the  children.  In  order  that 
the  school  may  hold  its  own  in  this  competition,  laws  have  beeu 
passed  limiting  the  age  at  which  children  may  be  employed." 

"It  seems  to  me  unwise  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  children  from  work- 
ing in  factories  and  mills  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then  tax 
the  communities  to  provide  similar  work  in  the  schools  ou  the  plea 
that  the  children  should  be  taught  in  the  schools  to  use  such 
machinery  in  order  to  earn  wages  after  they  leave  school,  when  they 
could  learn  its  use  in  a  factory  or  mill  and  receive  wages  while  learn- 
ing. I  think  all  forms  of  education  should  contribute  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  individual.  If  the  training  the  child  receives  tits  him 
only  to  enter  the  organized  and  incorporated  industries  of  the  coun- 
try, it  does  not  make  him  free.  If  it  prepares  him  to  choose  to  work 
for  another,  or  work  for  himself,  it  does  contribute  to  his  industrial 
freedom  and  individual  independence.  Any  form  of  education  that 
develops  intelligence,  the  ability  to  follow  and  understand  direc- 
tions the  quality  of  sticking  to  a  piece  of  work  until  it  is  mastered 
is  most  valuable  and  the  kind  of  education  most  needed.  Such  de- 
mands are  being  made  upon  the  schools  in  the  direction  of  com- 
mercializing our  educational  systems  that  every  thoughtful  educator 
should  stand  for  the  culture  side  of  education,  for  that  which  is  to 
lessen  the  burdens  of  life  through  higher  ideals,  for  that  which  meets 
the  needs  of  leisure  hours,  for  that  which  makes  the  active  years 
of  life  forceful  and  old  age  happy  and  beautiful." 

THE  SCHOOL  APPKOPRIATION. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  can  it  be  said 
that  the  sparsely  settled  districts  receive  a  just  share  of  the  school 
appropriation.  Under  the  new  method  one-half  of  the  appropria- 
tion is  distributed  upon  the  basis  of  the  number  of  teachers  regu- 
larly employed,  and  the  other  half  upon  the  basis  of  the  number  of 
children  between  six  and  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  latter  half  tends 
to  go  to  the  cities  and  the  industrial  centres  where  population  is 
densest ;  the  former  gravitates  towards  the  rural  districts  where, 
as  compared  with  school  attendance,  a  relatively  larger  number  of 
teachers  must  be  employed.  Heretofore  the  portion  of  the  appro- 
priation which  was  distributed  upon  the  basis  of  resident  taxable 
citizoQs  weat  more  largely  to  tke  centres  of  population  than  to  the 


No.  6.  SUPERINTENDENT  OP  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  13 

rural  districts,  so  that  the  cities  had  two  factors  worLcing  in  their 
favor,  whilst  the  country  districts  had  but  one  factor  operating  in 
their  favor. 

It  is,  of  course,  hard  to  make  any  one  see  the  justice  of  a  method 
which  puts  money  into  the  other  fellow's  purse,  but  wherever  the 
love  of  children  arid  regard  for  their  welfare  make  themselves  felt 
in  the  tax  payer's  mind  and  heart,  there  a  willingness  arises  to 
make  sacrifices  for  the  children  of  the  less  favored  districts.  Many 
of  the  boys  who  grow  up  ou  the  farm  will  continue  to  go  to  the  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  centres;  hence  the  money  which  is  paid  to 
the  rural  schools  helps  to  educate  the  future  inhabitants  of  the  cities. 
From  the  view-point  of  the  entire  Commonwealth  all  the  children 
desei-ve  an  adequate  education  at  public  expense.  The  new  method 
of  distributing  the  school  appropriation  tends  to  equalize  the  bur- 
dens of  the  tax  payers,  as  well  as  the  educational  advantages  of  the 
children.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  small  increment  which  goes  to 
the  rural  districts  will  serve  to  promote  agricultural  education  and 
thus  aid  in  stimulating  the  interest  of  the  boy  in  the  things  of  the 
farm  upon  which  he  is  reared. 

SHALL  THE   SCHOOL  CODE  BE  AMENDED? 

The  School  Code  has  been  administered  with  a  view  to  causing 
the  least  possible  friction.  The  wonder  is  that  there  was  not  more 
friction.  Transitions  break  up  traditions,  and  this  causes  disturbed 
emotions  on  the  part  of  those  who  love  the  past.  It  would  be  a 
miracle  if  new  legislation  were  ever  perfect.  Improvements  are 
always  possible  in  the  light  of  experience,  but  changes  should  not 
be  hastily  made.  Certain  sections  of  the  Code  can,  perhaps,  be  im- 
proved at  this  time  by  amendments. 

The  letters  which  reach  the  School  Department  show  that  there 
is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  school  boards  to  interpret  the  law  in 
their  favor  over  against  other  school  districts;  and  between  the  con- 
flicting interests  the  child  sometimes  suffers  the  loss  of  its  schooling, 
render  the  narrow  and  literal  interpretation  which  is  apt  to  be  put 
upon  the  sections  relating  to  the  residence  of  pupils,  the  tenant  fails 
to  get  free  schooling  for  his  children,  if  his  work  takes  him  to  an- 
other district.  The  indigent  boy  who  must  do  chores  before  and 
after  school  for  the  sake  of  a  living,  and  the  girl  who  enters  domestic 
service  for  the  sake  of  board,  clotliing  and  a  place  to  sleep,  have, 
in  some  instances,  been  deprived  of  schooling  because  the  parents 
live  in  another  district.  Under  our  present  Constitution  it  is  not 
possible  to  follow  the  Illinois  plan  of  pensioning  the  mother  in 
order  to  enable  her  to  keep  lier  children  at  home  until  they  reach 
the  age  of  fourteen.     Under  the  Constitutions  of  1790  and  1838  the 
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indigent  child  received  schooling  at  public  expense.  It  was  certainly 
not  the  intention  of  those  who  tranied  the  ('ode,  nor  of  those  who 
enacted  it  into  law,  to  deprive  any  child  of  the  schooling  which  it 
needs  for  adjustment  to  our  American  life.  If  ])ossible,  this  section 
of  the  Code  should  be  moditied  for  the  better  protection  of  indigent 
and  orphan  children.  No  school  district  should  be  permitted,  for 
the  sake  of  a  little  money,  to  condemn  any  child  to  a  life  of  ignorance 
and  illitei-acy.  The  public  schools  were  established  to  banish  illiter- 
acy and  to  make  ignorance  impossible.  This  should  ever  be  borne  in 
mind  when  the  School  Code  is  interpreted.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
districts  which  maintain  the  best  schools  also  need  protection 
against  the  overcrowding  of  the  schools  from  outside  districts.  Judge 
Clark  of  the  Supreme  Court  held  that  for  the  protection  of  the  tax 
payers,  the  directors  should  have  the  right  to  determine  the  residence 
of  the  child.  And  no  court  has  reversed  this  decision,  in  spite  of 
several  very  tlagrant  rulings  on  the  part  of  school  boarils. 

NEW  LEGISLATION. 

Section  1)04,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Education 
to  report  and  recommend  to  the  Governor  and  the  General  Assembly 
legislation  needed  to  make  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth 
more  efficient  and  useful.  Since  the  Superintendent  of  Public  In 
truction  is  a  member  of  the  State  Board,  I  deem  it  right  and  proper 
to  defer  any  specific  or  detailed  recommendations  to  the  time  when 
this  report  shall  be  made  for  the  considei-atiim  of  our  law  makers. 

Writers  who  have  never  taught  a  school  successfully,  wlio  have 
never  had  a  child  of  their  own  to  educate,  and  who  could  not  make 
a  dress  or  cook  a  palatable  meal  with  the  best  effort,  are  always 
loudest  in  the  cry  for  reform.  Fortunately,  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
Su]>erintendents  and  directors  have  never  allowed  the  schools  to  be 
swerved  from  their  original  purpose.  Without  doubt,  teachers  are  in 
danger  of  being  too  conservative.  Life  is  ever  changing  and  progress 
is  the  watchword  everywhere.  The  schools  need  readjustment  as 
civilization  advances  and  the  conditions  of  life  change.  The  theorist 
and  the  reformer  are  needed  among  a  free  people.  But  they  should 
not  be  permitted  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  those  features  of  the 
school  which  have  stood  the  test  of  ages  and  which  contribute  to  the 
joy  of  life  during  the  hours  which  are  not  devoted  to  bread-winning. 
Ability  to  appreciate  the  best  in  music,  art  and  literature,  to  think 
the  best  thoughts  of  the  best  men  as  these  are  enshrined  in  books,  to 
enjoy  the  things  of  the  mind  and  the  higher  life,  constitutes  a  func- 
tion of  the  school  which  should  not  be  overlooked  in  a  mercantile 
age,  when  money  and  money-getting  are  the  gauge  by  which  all 
human  activities  are  approved  or  condemned. 
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THE  FUTI  HE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

There  is  iiuicli  ground  for  hope  for  the  coutiuued  improvement  of 
our  public  schools.  The  stand  which  superintendents  have  taken  in 
favor  of  puttini»-  the  jirofessional  training-  of  teachers  at  the  end  of 
the  high  school  course,  the  growing  number  of  college  graduates  with 
l)edagogical  training  who  go  into  teaching,  the  improvement  in  (he 
sanitary  arrangements  and  material  equipment  of  our  school  build 
ings,  the  palatial  edifices  Avhich  public  opinion  demands  for  high 
school  pur])Oses,  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  pay  for  experiments 
in  vocational  education,  the  very  tendency  to  criticize  the  schools 
showing  what  is  expected  of  the  teachers — these  and  other  signs  of 
progress  in  the  schools  of  every  county  should  encourage  the  friends 
of  popular  education  and  spur  them  to  still  larger  effort  and  to 
increasing  liberality. 

Kespectively  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT 


RELATING  TO  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  FOR  THE  SCHOOL 
YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30.  1912.  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,535 

Number  of  school  houses,    15,207 

Number   of   schools,    35,719 

Number  of  first  grade  high  schools,  155 

Number  of  second  grade  high  schools,    259 

Number  of  third  grade  high  schools,   442 

Number  of  county   superintendents,    66 

Number   of   district   superintendents,    107 

Number  of  male  teachers,    8,154 

Number  of  female  teachers,   28,791 

Whole  number  of  teachere,    36,945 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, |65  04 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,    .  .  |48  41 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months,   8.57 

Whole  number  of  pupils,    1,322,254 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance,    .  1,061, •!73 

Cost  of  school  houses,  building,  renting,  etc.,   ....  |7,309,527  53 

Teachers'   wages,    121,137,685  37 

Cost  of  text  books,    |8S9,392  47 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  in- 
cluding maps,  globes,  etc.,    |1,413,559  89 

Salaries  of  secretaries  of  school  boards, |270,200  18 

Fees  of  treasurers  of  school  boards,    |243,17G  22 

All    other   expenses,    $11,294,444  40 

Total   expenditures,     142,557,986  06 

Regular  appropriation  to  common  schools  for  the 

school  year  ending  June  30,  1912,   |6,998,53(;  79 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 
Normal  Schools  for  school  year  ending  June  30, 

1912,    1312,500  00 

Appropriation  for  township  high  schools,  $137,500  00 

Appropriation  for  borough  high  schools, $137,500  00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'  salaries,  $115,000  00 

(17) 
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Items  eompjiicd   with   ihose  of  the  preoedijig  year  ending  June  5, 
1!»11,  Plii]adel])hia  included. 

Jncrease  in  number  of  .scliools,   635 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers,    110 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers,   055 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers,  i)er  month,   .  .80 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  .4:5 

increase  in  length  of  school  term,  .05 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils,    35,981 

Increase  in  teachers'   wages,    1892,001)  08 

Decrease  in  cost  of  building,  jtui-chasing  and  i-ent- 

ing, 11,485.051   44 


Condition  of  System,  not  including  Philadelphia,  with  Comparisons: 

Number  of  Districts 2,534  Decrease  04 

Number  of  schools,   31,152  Increase  030 

Number  of  pupils,    1,139,017  Increase  32,834 

Average  daily  attendance,  901,943  Increase  29,408 

Per  cent,   of  attendance,    .  87  Increase  0 
Average    length    of    school 

term  in  months,    8.30  Increase  .00 

Number  of  male  teachers,.  7,715  Increase  173 

Number  of  female  teachers,  24,603  Increase  687 

Whole  number  of  teachers,  32,378  Increase  800 
Average     salary     of     male 

teachers  per  month,   ....  |03  05  Increase  .!>0 
Average    salary    of    female 

teachers  per  month,   ....  |47  93  Increase  .47 
Cost     of     school     supplies, 

other  than  text    ])ooks,    .  11,137,004  08  Increase  |327,220  03 

Teachers'  w^ages,    10,507,759  53  Increase  |471,157  03 

Cost  of  text  books,   889,392  47  Increase  |:10,720  5S 

Purchasing,     building,     re- 
pairing houses,   renting,  0,033,441  20  Decrease  |49 1,815  41 

Total   expenditures 35,327,210  07  Increase  .|701,4S9  3;; 

Average    number    of    mills 

levied  for  school  purposes,  7  43  Increase  .54 
Average    number    of    mills 
levied    for   building   pur- 
poses,      1^  05  Decrease  .3 

Amount  of  tax  levied,    .  .  .  22,537,751  98  Increase  |365,549  83 
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PHILADELPHIA. 

Number    of    school!;; 4,567 

jS' limber  of   male   teachers,    439 

Number  of  female  teachers,    4,128 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  uionth |157  00 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  mouth,    .  .  |80  00 

Number  of  pupils  iu  school  at  end  of  year,   182,637 

Average  attendance, 159,730 

Teachers'  Avages |4,569,925  84 

Cost  of  grounds,   renting  and   repairing  buildings,  |1,276,086  33 

Total   expenditures 17,230,769  39 


F.!Bii!fi!Ii!infi!li!{nii 
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REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Kotli. 


I  herewith  submit  my  annual  written  report  for  the  year  ending 
July  1,  1912,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a  steady  and 
marked  improvement  in  the  educational  forces  in  the  county.  Direct 
ors  and  jjatrons  are  taking  greater  interest  in  the  schools,  demanding 
better  teachers  and  better  teaching,  and  better  schools  in  every  way. 
Teachers  are  in  most  cases  keeping  up  to  the  demands  by  doing  all 
they  can  to  make  themselves  better  fitted  for  their  work.  The 
teachers  follow  a  regular  course  in  reading,  attend  to\\'uship  meet- 
ings and  county  rallies  where  timely  topics  relative  to  their  work 
are  discussed.  The  great  majority  of  them,  I  am  glad  to  say,  attend 
local  or  State  Normal  Schools  during  the  spring  term,  and  a  number 
enroll  in  our  summer  schools.  The  past  summer  we  had  teachers 
enrolled  in  the  following  summer  schools:  Columbia  Univei'sity, 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Chicago  University,  State  College  and 
Pennsylvania   College. 

Our  annual  summer  meeting  of  the  county  teachers  had  the  cus- 
tomary large  attendance.  The  morning  session  was  occupied  in 
transacting  matters  of  a  business  nature,  and  the  afternoon  session 
was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Gettysburg  Chautauqua  Assembly. 
The  principal  speaker  at  that  meeting  was  President  Sparks,  of 
State  College. 

The  fifty-seventh  annual  session  of  the  Adams  County  Teachers' 
Institute  was  held  in  Gettysburg,  November  20th  to  24th,  1911.  At 
this  meeting  all  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  regularly  enrolled 
as  members.  The  instruction  was  in  charge  of  Dr.  Charles  Calverl 
Ellis,  Juniata  College,  Huntingdon;  Prof.  Owen  L.  Warren,  Elmira, 
New  York ;  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Martin,  Cumberland  Valley  State  Nor- 
mal School.  Shippensburg ;  Dr.  AVilliam  A.  Granville  and  Prof. 
Charles  F.  Sanders,  Pennsylvania  College.  Gettysburg;  Prof.  Robert 
J.  McDowell,  music  director,  Pittsburg. 

The  twenty-first  annual  session  of  the  Adams  County  Association 
of  School  Directors  convened  in  the  court  house,  Gettysburg,  Feb- 
ruary 8th  and  9th,  1912.     Rev.  Frank  E.  Taylor  of  the  Presbyterian 
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Cliuirli,  (leliverod  (he  address  of  weleoiue,  and  Jiev.  \Villiain  K. 
Fleck,  of  Fairfield  borough,  made  the  response.  -.Robert  K.  Major, 
Straban;  Millard  F.  Stoiier,  Highland:  Frank  A.  Wayright,  Mount 
Jo}^;  C.  Arthur  (Jriest,  Butler,  delegates  to  the  State  Association  of 
School  Directors,  made  their  report.  The  following  subjects  were 
discussed  by  members  of  the  association:  ''Essentials  of  a  Common 
Scliool  Education,"  "Results  of  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Schools 
of  (Jettysbnrg,"  "Agi'iculture  in  the  Public  Schools,"  "business 
AFethods  of  School  Boards." 

The  instructors  on  tliis  occasion  were  the  following:  Deputy  Su])- 
eriutendent  of  Pnblic  Instniction,  Reed  B.  Teitrick  on  "Our  Needs," 
"Dii-ectois'  Duty  nnder  Ihe  ('ode,"  "Economy  in  School  Affairs,"  "A 
(i(»<)(l  Scliool  Directoi*."  Seci'ctary  State  Board  of  Education,  Dr. 
J.  frcorge  Becht  on  "Tlie  State's  Best  Asset,"  "The  Director's  Privi- 
lege." Dr.  S.  E.  Weber,  of  State  College,  on  "Consolidation  oi' 
Schools,"  and  "luiproving  the  Rural  School." 

The  outeriainnient  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  was  given  by  the 
combined  musical  clubs  of  Pennsylvania  College. 

The  following  delegates  were  elected  to  the  next  State  Convention 
at   Ilarrisburg: 

John  D.  Yixn  Dyke,  Butler  townshij), 
lOmersim  L.  Eckert,  Oxford  townshi}), 
Alphonses  L.  ^Vagaman,  Mount  Pleasant    t<»\vnship, 
Or]»hens  1'.  C  Diller,  York  Springs  boi-ougli. 
Dr.  Eugene  Elgin,  East  Berlin  borough. 

Alternate  Delegates. 

J.  Cliarl(\s  Knox,  Highland  townshij), 

Robert  C.  Millei-,  (lettysburg  borough, 

Charles  Hafer,  Abottstown  borough, 

Aaron  T.  Weidner,  Arendtsville  borough, 

John  J.  Reindollar,  Fairfield  borough. 

The  following  were  elected  officers  for   the  ensning  year: 

Pi'esideiit,   Henry  Butler,  Conewago  township. 

First  \'ice  President,  Robert  K.  Major,  Straban  township. 

Second  Vice  President.  Reuben  D.  Schwartz,  Mount  Joy  township. 

Recording   Secretary,   C.   Arthur   Griest,   Butler    townshij), 

Ti-(^asurer,  William  C.  Ahxine,  Oxford  townshij). 

The  discussions  Mere  strong,  the  addresses  very  h(!li)ful  an<l  the 
meeting  full  of  life  and  interest. 

Conewago  built  a  sjilendid  two-room  house  at  Mount  Pleasant. 

Butlei-  bnilt  a  substantial  new  school  house  at  Pine  Orove,  and 
have  contracted  for  a  new  brick  building  in  the  Good  Hope  district. 
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Kew  Oxford  is  erecting  a  brick  up-to-date  school  building.  The 
building  will  be  two  stories  in  height,  a.nd  will  contain  four  rooms, 
halls  and  cloak  rooms. 

Hamiltonban  re-modeled  llie  school  house  at  Cold  Springs. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  a  large  number  of  rural  houses  have  been 
furnished  with  improved  systems  of  heating  and  ventih\ting. 

With  an  expression  of  heartfelt  gratitude  to  all  who  have  helped 
to  make  the  past  year's  work  successful  and  pleasant,  and  with 
cheering  anticipation  for  the  coming  year,  this  rejiort  is  submitted. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


In  the  schools  of  this  county  last  year  1,89S  teachers  and  principals 
were  employed  to  give  instruction  to  71,41)1  pupils.  This  is  an  in- 
crease of  73  teachei's  and  1,421  ])upils  during  the  yeiir.  Our  list  of 
teachers  includes  22  supervisors  in  music,  13  sujiervisors  in  di-awing 
and  10  supervisors  in  penmanship. 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science. 

As  yet  our  districts  have  not  done  much  in  the  matter  of  introduc- 
ing manual  training  and  domestic  science.  For  years  these  subjects 
have  been  part  of  the  course  in  Braddock,  Belle^nie  and  Homestead. 
During  the  past  year  Edgewood,  Turtle  Creek,  Clairton,  Wilmerding 
and  Sharpsburg  added  them  to  the  regular  school  course.  The  work 
done  in  these  departments  was  most  commendable.  In  each  place 
the  people  were  enthusiastic  over  the  action  of  the  board,  the 
teachers  and  the  pupils  deei)ly  interested  in  the  work,  and  nothing 
seemingly  lost  to  other  studies  by  reason  of  the  little  time  given 
to  these  important  subjects. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  next  year,  or  in  the  near  future,  many  of 
our  towns  will  act  and  e<piip  departments  for  these  two  lines  of 
work  hitherto  so  much  neglected. 

School  Gardens. 

Swissvale  is  the  first  of  oni-  disti-icts  to  organize  the  work  of  school 
gardening.  Each  of  275  pupils  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
cultivated  a  garden  8  by  12  feet  exclusive  of  ])aths. 
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The  planting  was  done  crosswise  of  the  lot,  each  holding  eleven 
rows  as  follows:  onions,  lettuce,  radishes,  beets,  two  of  beans,  two 
of  dwarf  peas,  and  three  of  flowers.  Some  lots  were  planted  dif- 
ferently but  the  above  order  Avas  generally  followed. 

The  interest  of  the  children  Avas  intense  and  continuous.  Tlicij 
were  a  few  lazy  pupils,  but  only  a  few. 

The  total  expense,  deducting  |^-19.()4  for  tools,  good  for  several 
years,  is  1148.50.    The  items  of  the  expense  are  as  follows: 

Lime,     $6  00 

Manure  and  hauling 2J5  80 

Plowing  and  hari-owing 24  00 

Tools,  54  hoes,  3(i  rakes,  30  trowels,   49  04 

Seeds,     49  40 

Onion  sets,  12  75 

Plants  for  flower  beds 10  00 

Labor 20  55 
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Assistant  Superintendents. 

For  the  past  seven  years  there  has  been  one  assistant  superinten- 
dent. At  the  last  triennial  convention,  two  additional  assistants 
were  appointed.  The  men  appointed  were  wide-awake,  up-to-date 
school  men,  well  qualified  in  every  way  to  supervise  both  rural  and 
graded  work.  They  have  given  their  entire  time  unstintingly  to  the 
work  and  not  a  single  criticism  so  far  as  I  know,  has  been  made  to 
this  plan  of  supervision.  County  superintendents  seem  to  dislike 
this  provision  of  the  Code  and  I  beg  to  assure  them  that  an  experience 
of  seven  years  in  this  particular,  prompts  me  to  give  it  my  unquali- 
fied endorsement.  In  no  city  in  the  nation  with  2,000  teachers  and 
three  assistant  superintendents  is  the  work  better  organized,  than 
in  Allegheny  county.  We  need,  however,  two  more  assistants  to  meet 
the  demands  made  upon  us. 

The  county  was  districted  into  four  sections  and  each  man  given 
a  district.  In  all  2,903  visits  were  made  to  the  schools.  All  the 
schools  were  visited  once,  715  visited  twice  and  251  were  visited 
three  times  and  10  were  visited  four  times. 

The  number  of  visits,  however,  does  not  in  any  way  set  forth  the 
value  of  the  supervision.  In  former  years  the  visits  to  the  schools 
were  necessarily  short.  Last  year  our  plan  was  to  remain  with  a 
school  until  the  work  was  organized.  In  many  cases,  teachers  were 
asked  to  send  samples  of  the  work  to  our  office,  embodying  some  of 
the  suggestions  made,  or  the  work  outlined.  Where  the  work  was 
unsatisfactoi-y,  the  teacher  was  informed  that  a  second  visit  would 
be  made,  and  if  necessary  a  third  and  a  fourth. 
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Training  Classes. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  work  of  supei-visiou,  94  teachers'  meet- 
ings were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  The  aggregate  attend- 
ance of  teachers  at  these  meetings  was  more  than  2,50U.  These 
meetings  were  of  a  peculiar  type,  and  may  very  tittingly  be  called 
teachers'  training  classes.  Xo  papers  were  read  and  no  set  speeches 
delivered.  The  time  was  occupied  exclusively  by  the  superintendent, 
his  assistants,  or  by  some  competent  person  in  giving  instruction 
in  the  various  lines  of  school  work ;  that  is,  in  school  methods  of  in- 
struction. This  work  was  illustrative  rather  than  theoretical.  The 
ends  were  discussed  and  pointed  out,  and  the  methods  of  procedure 
actually  illustrated. 

Directors'  Meetings. 

yo  far  as  1  know  the  first  directors'  association  fonned  in  the 
State,  was  organized  in  Allegheny  county.  Last  year  it  held  its 
twenty-seventh  annual  meeting  in  December.  This  meeting  was 
very  well  attended  and  was  full  of  life  and  interest.  Deputj'  Super- 
intendent E.  B.  Teitrick  was  present  and  delivered  two  addresses. 

County  Institute. 

The  sixty-second  annual  session  of  the  Allegheny  County  Teachers' 
Institute  was  held  in  Carnegie  Music  Hall,  Pittsburgh,  August  26th 
to  30th.  The  enrollment  was  1,839.  This  is  an  increase  of  (31  over 
last  year. 

Instructors. 

Hon.  P.  P.  Claxton,  Commissioner  of  Education,  Washington,  D. 
C. ;  Dr.  E.  B.  Bryan,  President  of  Colgate  University,  Hamilton, 
N.  Y. ;  Superintendent  S.  L.  Heeter,  Pittsburgh;  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Car- 
malt,  University  of  Pittsburgh ;  Professor  W.  S.  Hertzog,  Principal 
of  State  Normal,  California,  Pa.;  Dr.  W.  G.  Chambers,  Univei'sity  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Musical  Director,  Mr.  T.  Jj.  Gibson,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Soloist,  ]Mr.  Gay  Donaldson,  Pittsburgh,  Mr.  D.  J.  George,  Carnegie. 

Violin  Soloist,  Mr.  Reed  Jaynes,  East  Pittsburgh. 

Lecturer,  Hon.  K.  B.  GleniL,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 


ARMfc^TRONG  COUNTY— W.  A.  Patton. 


In  making  this  our  fourtli  annual  report   to   the   Depariment  of 
Public  Instruction  of  the  school  work  in  Armstrong  county,  there 
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seems  to  be  nothing  of  a  stj-iking  character  to  report.  The  work  lias 
progressed  with  the  usual  regularity  and  teachers  have  in  general 
done  good  work. 

In  the  number  of  new  schools  opened  during  the  year  there  has 
been  a  marked  increase,  and  in  the  number  of  new  buildings  erected, 
or  additi(ms  made,  the  increase  has  kept  pace  with  the  number  of 
teachers  added.  The  new  brick  building  in  Jlural  \'alley  borough 
containing  four  I'ooms  was  opened  for  occupancy  early  in  Oclobei-; 
that  in  (.'owanshannock  toAvnship  containing  six  rooms  about  the 
same  time;  while  the  new  buflf-brick  high  school  building  in  Kit- 
tanning  was  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  term. 

Other  new  rooms  built  are  as  follows: 

One  in  Urady's  Bend  township. 

One  in  Parks  township, 

One  in  West  Kittanning  borough. 

Two  in  Freeport  borough, 

Two-room  building  in  ^ladison  townshij). 

The  work  of  risiting  our  more  than  40(1  scliools  was  carried  on  as 
other  duties  permitted  and  in  all,  422  visits  were  made  during  the 
term.  As  has  been  true  i)reviously,  this  work  reduces  1<»  a  mei-e 
su])erlicial  inspecti(m  resulting  in  little  good  to  the  country  schools. 
Our  borough  schools,  particularly  the  larger  ones,  are  doing  excellent 
work  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  competent  supervising  priiu-ipals 
having  them  in  charge,  and  the  eiiftcient  corps  of  teachers  that  till 
the  subordinate  positions. 

Our  Directors'  convention  was  held  Decend)er  1st  and  2nd,  1911. 
There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  representative  directors  present.  The 
meeting  was  made  more  than  ordinarily  interesting  by  the  presence 
of  Dr.  >»'.  C.  Schaett'er,  our  State  Superintendent,  who  was  ]>resenf 
during  the  entire  session  and  in  addition  to  several  helpful  talks 
answered  many  questions  concerning  the  new  Code.  Lou  .1.  Heau 
cham|»  gave  the  evening  lecture. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  held  during  the  week  of  Decendier  lS-22, 
was  the  largest  ever  held  in  Armstrong  county,  411  of  the  420  teach- 
ers being  present  and  in  point  of  instrmtion  and  interest  it  was 
fully  up  to  the  standard.  Following  is  the  list  of  instructors:  Dr. 
Sherman  Williams.  Olen  Falls,  X.  V.;  \)y.  (leoige  Leslie  Omwake, 
Ursinus  College,  ('ollegeville.  Fa.;  Dr.  Frank  H.  Pearscm,  C(dumbus, 
Ohio;  Prof.  C.  J>.  Tiobertson,  Fnixersity  of  Pittsburgh,  Pittsburgh. 
Pa.  and  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson,  Paltimore,  .Maryland.  The  evening 
sessions  were  entertained  and  insti-ncted  by  Frank  .1.  Cannon,  Fd 
ward  Amherst  Ott,  Alton  Packard  ami  the  Dudley  Buck  Co. 

In  the  matter  of  eighth  grade  examinations  there  was  a  falling 
(ttl'  from   that   of  last   year  in    the  percentage  of   tlntse  i)assing  sue- 
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cessfiilly.  This  was  due  lin-ju^ely  to  the  fact  that  puitils  were  rec- 
ouiuiended  for  exauiiuatiou  Avho  were  entirely  unprepared  for  the 
Avork  required.  There  are  some  teachers  who  are  jtoorly  prepared  to 
teaeh  and  as  a  result  are  not  able  to  i)repare  pnjdls  for  the  work  as 
they  should  be  prepared. 

We  have  been  ])ersistent  in  <>nr  efforts  to  introduce  the  State  course 
of  study  especially  in  the  country  districts,  but  tind  it  somewhat 
ditticult  where  teachers  take  little  or  no  interest  in  its  introduction; 
however,  nuiny  of  our  best  teachers  are  giving  substantial  aid  in 
this  direction  and  \ve  hope  to  keep  up  the  interest  throughout  the 
coming  year. 

During  the  year  interesting  local  institutes  were  held  at  the  fol- 
lowing places:  Templeton,  Worthington,  Kaylor,  Rural  N'alley,  Elder- 
ton.  Brick  Church,  Bethel  Church,  Spring  Chui-ch,  Kockville,  and 
South  liutl'alo  lownshii).  A  teachers'  meeting  in  charge  of  the 
Superintendent  was  held  in  Red  Bank  townshi])  for  conference  and 
instruction. 

As  reported  last  year,  again  this  year  a  large  number  of  our 
teachers  took  advantage  of  the  various  schools  which  offered  work 
suited  to  their  needs,  and  thus  have  been  making  bettei-  preparation 
for  teaching,  while  it  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  there  are  yet  a  few 
who  do  not  seem  to  feel  the  need  of  the  instruction  and  inspiration 
afforded  at  these  institutions  of  learning. 

In  submitting  this  brief  report  it  is  with  the  anticipation  of  a  year 
of  greater  earnestness  and  achievement  along  all  lines  of  our  school 
interests.  In  reviewing  the  past  year's  work  we  wish  to  express 
our  gratitude  to  the  Department  officials  for  their  prompt  assistance 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  our  common  work,  and  to  all  others  who 
have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  degree  of  success  we  have  en- 
joyed. 


BEAM^:]{  COUNTY— David  C.  Locke. 


The  school  work  in  Beaver  county  has  moved  along  so  well  during 
the  past  year  that  we  feel  justified  in  rei)orting  progress  along  all 
lines.  During  the  school  year  Ave  made  one  or  more  visits  to  every 
school  under  our  juHsdiction.  In  all  five  hundred  thirty-nine  visits. 
At  the  opening  of  the  school  year  Ave  made  a  special  effort  to  visit 
all  "beginners''  as  early  in  their  terms  as  possible.  This  enables  us 
to  help  at  a  tinu^  Avhe]i  it  was  most  needed.  The  otiun-  schools  Avere 
visited  later  as  time  wonid  permit. 
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In  a  county  as  populous  as  Beaver  there  must  necessarily  be  some 
failures ;  but  these  were  few  when  compared  to  the  large  number  that 
entered  the  work  for  the  first  time  during  the  past  year. 

The  number  of  experienced  teachers  is  increasing  with  each  year- 
Last  year  our  county  employed  124  teachers  holding  provisional  cer- 
tificates. Of  this  number  65  had  no  previous  experience.  This  is  a 
decrease  in  inexperienced  teachers  of  about  20  per  cent,  over  the 
preceeding  year,  while  the  number  of  provisional  certificates  dropped 
from  what  had  been  an  average  for  three  preceeding  years  of  235  to 
184.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  increased  efficiency  of  our  teachers 
as  shown  in  the  increase  of  higher  grade  certificates.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  many  of  our  teachers  holding  professional  certifi- 
cates secured  higher  grade  papers  during  the  year,  yet  the  number  of 
professional  certificates  increased  over  the  preceeding  year.  Of  the 
teachers  employed  holding  higher  grade  certificates,  65  held  profes- 
sional, 25  county  permanents,  60  were  Normal  graduates,  31  of  whom 
have  secured  permanents,  20  hold  college  provisional  certificates,  8 
hold  college  permanents  and  three  have  special  certificates. 

Our  teachers  are  recognizing  the  necessity  of  careful  and  earnest 
preparation  for  their  work.  With  the  closing  of  the  school  term  this 
year  nearly  all  our  teachers  entered  some  school  for  special  prepar- 
ation. At  Hookstown,  a  class  of  thirty  or  more  young  people  was 
organized  into  a  summer  Normal  under  the  direction  and  instruction 
of  the  Rev.  Wm.  French,  who  is  secretary  of  the  local  school  board, 
Rev.  M.  F.  Smith  and  Miss  Julia  Reed.  Good,  honest  work  was 
done  and  all  of  proper  age  received  certificates.  More  than  30  pros- 
pective teachers  attended  the  spring  term  at  Slippery  Rock  State 
Normal  and  27  experienced  teachers  have  enrolled  at  Grove  City 
summer  school  for  special  preparation.  At  Geneva  College  we  have 
just  closed  one  of  the  most  successful  terms  ever  held  in  the  county. 

The  personnel  of  the  school  was  made  up  of  college  graduates^ 
experienced  teachers  holding  permanent  and  professional  certificates, 
others  who  had  taught  for  some  time  on  provisional  certificates,  and 
many  high  and  common  school  graduates.     In  all  133  enrolled. 

The  faculty  consisted  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Wylie,  the  acting  president  of 
tlie  College,  Prof.  W.  E.  Rosenberger.  A.  M.  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Prof. 
N.  N.  Nelson,  of  the  Woodlawn  High  School  with  Prof.  M.  E.  Bennett- 
of  Pittsburg,  sjjecial  instructor  in  writing;  Miss  Kathryne  Elliott, 
Supervisor  of  Drawing  in  Butler  schools,  as  special  instructress  in 
drawing  and  form  study.  Miss  Maude  Harsha  of  the  Beaver  school, 
special  teacher  in  Ward  System  of  Reading  and  Carrie  Irene  Judd 
of  the  Pittsburg  schools  in  Gordon  system  of  Reading. 

During  the  term  lectures  were  given  by  Supt.  C.  C.  Green  of  the 
Beaver  Falls  schools,  Prof.  Wm.  Scott  of  Aliquippa  schools.  Rev.  M. 
F.  Freoch,  Miss  Bertha  DfiVinnev  and  others. 
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The  value  of  this  school  can  hardly  be  over  estimated.  The  pro- 
visional certificates  show  an  increased  gradation  of  from  15  to  25 
per  cent,  over  previous  years. 

About  30  applicants  will  receive  professional  certificates  for  the 
first  time,  while  all  old  teachers  have  added  from  two  to  four  sub- 
jects to  their  professional  certificates  upon  renewals. 

All  teachers  in  the  school  took  the  special  instruction  in  reading, 
writing  and  drawing. 

Our  annual  county  institute  was  held  January  1  to  5,  1912  with  all 
teachers  in  attendance  except  three  who  were  excused  on  account  of 
illness.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
Ex-commissioner  of  Education ;  Hon.  Seed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Philips  of  West 
Chester  Normal;  Miss  Beatrice  Weller  of  the  Art  School  of  New 
York  City,  N.  Y. ;  Prof.  Maurice  E.  Bennett,  author  of  the  Bennett 
System  of  Writing;  Dr.  W.  H.  George  of  Geneva  College  and  Prof. 
Robt.  J.  McDowell  of  Pittsburg  School  of  Music,  who  led  the  music 
of  the  Institute. 

The  night  entertainments  were  eminently  successful  both  in  in- 
struction and  entertainment.  Dr.  Jno.  Merritte  Driver's  lecture  on 
the  subject,  i'The  Anglo  Saxon's  Place  in  History,"  was  considered 
by  some  of  our  Superintendents  and  Principals  to  be  one  of  the 
"greatest"  lectures  delivered  in  the  county  iu  recent  years.  The  other 
attractions  were  'The  Anitas,"  "Metropolitan  Company"  and  "Jno. 
B.  Ratto,"  all  of  which  were  of  an  unusual  high  order  of  excellence. 
During  the  institute  work  the  Directors  Annual  Convention  was 
held  in  the  local  high  school  building.  Addresses  were  made  by  Dr.'s 
Philips  and  Teitrick,  Pro.  Bennett,  Supt.  Locke  and  others.  The 
business  of  the  convention  was  transacted  on  the  morning  of  the 
second  day  and  at  noon  the  convention  adjourned  and  met  with  the 
teachers  in  the  afternoon. 

During  the  time  the  schools  were  in  session,  24  local  institutes 
were  held.  These  meetings  were  held  on  Friday  evenings  and  Satur- 
days and  practically  reached  every  section  of  the  county.  By  actual 
count,  less  than  ten  per  cent,  of  all  teachers  employed  in  the  county 
were  absent  from  these  meetings.  The  principal  and  associate  super- 
intendents, as  well  as  the  teaching  body  lent  their  unstinted  aid  in 
making  these  meetings  helpful  and  useful  to  the  local  schools  and 
we  believe  much  good  was  accomplished. 

During  the  closing  week  of  the  schools  we  mailed  examinations  to 
every  teacher  having  eighth  grade  pupils  and  required  them  to  give 
examinations,  correct  papers  and  report  all  work  to  the  office. 

This  was  done,  and  after  carefully  examining  all  papers  submitted, 
we  issued  Common  School  Diplomas  to  all  successful  applicants.  We 
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have  noticed  a  decided  increase  on  the  i>ai't  of  advanced  pupils  to 
stay  in  the  rural  schools. 

Other  encouraging  signs  of  })rogress  in  oui-  schools  have  been  the 
unusual  interest  shown  by  our  dii'ectors.  One  hundred  twenty-one 
attended  the  convention  the  first  day  and  148  the  convention  and  in- 
stitute the  second  day.  Many  of  the  rural  schools  have  been  re- 
seated with  modern  single  desks.  Primary  helps,  nuips,  books,  etc. 
have  been  furnished  by  the  boards  in  every  instance  when  teachers 
showed  a  disposition  to  use  them.  Wells  have  been  drilled  and  pumi)s 
have  been  installed  at  nearly  all  the  rural  school  buildings. 

And  tlie  call  for  efficient  and  experienced  teachers  is  heard  on 
every  hand  and  in  many  places  the  salaries  have  been  raised  to  meet 
the  salaries  ])aid  in  the  boroughs.  Drawing  and  music  will  be  re- 
quired this  coming  year  in  practically  every  graded  school  of  any 
size  in  the  county,  and  in  the  rural  districts  many  of  the  townships 
will  re(|uire  the  teachers  to  follow  the  State  course  of  study  as  the 
basis  of  instruction  in  the  future. 

T  heartily  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  press 
f)f  the  county,  the  directors,  principals,  teachers  and  friends  of 
education,  for  their  many  courtesies,  their  co-operation  and  for  the 
efficient  service  which  they  have  rendered  to  the  caus^  of  education. 
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Disregarding  the  difficulties  which  came  through  the  enforcement 
of  the  School  Code  for  the  first  year,  the  schools  ran  smoothly  and 
efficiently. 

The  teachers  are  better  prejuired,  due  to  the  advancement  of  their 
opportunities  in  the  local  Normal  Schools.  Everett  Local  Normal 
^School  had  five  teachers,  three  College  and  two  State  Normal  School 
graduates.  The  others,  except  one,  had  at  least  two  State  Normal 
School  graduates.  This  standard  was  reached  this  year  for  the  first 
time  after  a  continued  advanced  step  each  year  for  four  years.  A 
greater  numbei-  t»f  our  teachers  attended  State  Normal  Schools  and 
('oUeges  this  year  than  in  any  preceding  year.  This  shows  a  marked 
desire  for  advancement  and  increased  efficiency. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  are  growing.  Bedford  has  advanced 
to  the  first  grade  and  Everett  is  very  earnest  in  reaching  the  same 
standard  and  Avill  do  so  next  year  so  far  as  it  is  within  her  power. 
Broad  Top,  Saxttm,  Libertj-  and  ?Tyndman  are  building  in  efficiency 
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and  growiug  in  enthnsiasiii.  Mann's  Choioe  graduated  its  first  class 
this  .rear  with  very  flattering  results.  Hopewell  township  starts  a 
high  school  this  year  at  Steeltown  which  is  a  very  advanced  step  for 
that  township. 

Not  withstanding  the  severe  winter  the  attendance  kept  up  as 
nssnal.  The  Superintendent  visited  dui4ng  the  bleakest  kind  of 
wieather  and  found  the  attendance  and  conditions  above  normal  and 
it  kept  so  until  the  close.  The  county  was  not  visited  by  any  con- 
tagious diseases  which  closed  schools  or  prevented  the  attendance 
of  pupils.  The  term  was  half  over  before  cold  weather  set  in  and 
when  it  did  come,  it  was  so  severe  in  temperature  that  the  ground 
was  frozen  until  Spring  which  made  traveling  good  by  foot  and  by 
team.  Cold,  dry  atmosphere  is  conductive  to  good  health  and  through 
these  natural  conditions  and  the  interest  of  all  parents  concerned, 
the  attendance  reached   a  greater  standard  than  for  years. 

Th«  School  Code  is  a  success  in  Bedford  county  but  numerous 
'ch^an^es  will  facilitate  matters  and  make  its  provisions  more  equit- 
iabie.     A  few  named  here,  rehite  to  tlie  liealth  certificates,  compul- 
sory attendance  and  minimum  salary  provision.     One  of  the  provi- 
sions, seemingly  unreasonable  is  the  law  providing  that  teachers, 
wishing  a  commission  to  teach  school,  must  present  a  health  certi- 
ficate to  the  Superintendent  issuing  the  commission.     This  catches 
the  applicants  for  provisional   and  professional   certificates  under 
Jlocal   supeiTision   and  applicants  for  permanent   State  and   better 
^certificates  under  State  supervision,  but  it  does  not  catch  any  who 
ihave  permanent   certificates  granted   previous   to   May   11th,   1911, 
Vh^i'h  is  about  one  fifth   (i)   of  the  teaching  force  in  our  county. 
'¥'hen  the  law  assumes  that  when  a  teacher  receives  a  professional 
certificat-e  he  is  immune  from  any  tubercular  or  chronic  trouble  for 
three  or  four  years  or  when  he  receives  a  permanent  certificate  he 
is  innnune  for  life.     It  is  not  right  to  place  this  test  upon  some  and 
leave  the  rest  go  free.    Chronic  ailments  come  to  those  Avho  have  per- 
manent commissions  as  well  as  provisional  ones  and  the  proper  way 
••to  get  all  is  to  make  it  illegal  for  a  board  of  directors  to  hire  or  em- 
rploy  ^  teacher  who  does  not  file  with  the  secretary,  upon  applica- 
'tirtft,  a  health  certificate  of  immunity  from  any  chronic  disease  or 
'k'iJsability,  dis(|ualifying  him  for  teaching.     The  examination  should 
include  all  or  none. 

Another  unreasonable  i)rovision  in  the  law  is  the  act  of  compul- 
sory attendance.  The  law  gives  the  directors  discretion  in  making 
tii-e  attendance  compulsory  for  at  least  seventy  per  cent.  (70)  of  the 
term  and  then  gives  them  the  discretion  of  excusing  for  non-attend: 
;ance  any  part  of  this  seventy  per  cent.  A  discretion  of  a  discretion. 
'Tf  they  may  excuse  any  part  of  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  term,  why 
'not  make  the  ]pgal    reqniremoni    full    time  nn'l    alhnv   tlic  hoard   of 
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directors  discretion  in  excusing  any  absence  on  the  terms  incor- 
porated in  the  law?  This  would  eliminate  the  annoyance  and  con- 
fusion engendered  by  technicalities  as  to  when  the  compulsory  at- 
tendance begins  and  when  it  ends  and  the  reasons  on  which  to  ex- 
cuse. Boards  in  Bedford  county  have  different  ways  of  stating  when 
the  compulsory  law  begins  to  act.  Some  enforce  it  by  the  month, 
stating  that  the  child  must  go  fourteen  (14)  days  each  month;  others 
require  the  pupils  to  attend  the  last  five  months,  or,  the  compulsory 
law  is  in  tact  at  the  end  of  the  second  month  of  a  term  of  seven 
months.  Still  others  require  them  to  attend  seventy  per  cent  (70) 
and  begin  when  the  student  pleases  to  count.  These  methods  bring 
on  arguments  between  boards  of  directors  and  patrons,  resulting  in 
very  great  indifference  to  the  law  and  the  attendance  of  the  child 
at  school. 

This  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  school  boards,  pupils  and  patrons 
can  be  avoided  by  allov.ing  the  law  to  fix  the  time  to  begin  to  en- 
force the  attendance  of  pupils  and  that  should  be  the  very  first  day 
of  school.  Allow  the  directors  the  j)ower,  as  they  have,  to  excuse 
for  urgent  reasons,  and  these  reasons  should  be  absolute  need  for 
children  at  home  (and  this  should  be  absolutely  known  by  board 
before  excuse  should  be  obtainable)  sickness  or  death  at  home  or  of  a 
relative,  lack  of  clothing  on  the  i)art  of  pupils,  b^d  weather  con- 
ditions, etc. 

Another  feature  obnoxious  to  boards  of  directors  and  superintend- 
ents, is  the  basis  of  the  minimum  salary  act.  This  requires  that  in 
order  to  estimate  the  amount  due  from  the  State,  the  secretary  must 
go  back  to  the  minutes  of  1906  as  a  basis  and  find  out  the  salary  for 
each  school  at  that  time.  The  new  School  Code  is  supposed  to  be 
a  fixed  law  as  nearly  as  conditions  warrant  and  think  of  the  neces 
sity  of  referring  to  the  minutes  of  1906  in  1926;  when  new  minutes 
have  been  cast  aside,  destroyed  or  lost  and  no  records  are  to  be 
found.  New  districts  formed  or  schools  opened  since  1906  get  .no 
minimum  salary  rebate  from  the  State.  Districts  which  paid  fifty 
or  sixty  dollars  in  1906  get  no  minimum  salarj^  appropriation.  Wide- 
awake, generous  or  progressive  districts  of  1906  or  before,  suffer  a 
loss  now  because  they  were  too  advanced.  In  other  words,  it  paid  the 
district  to  be  frugal  and  stingy  in  1906  or  before.  A  few  districts; 
in  Bedford  county  suffer  because  of  these  discrepencies  in  the  law.. 
Wouldn't  it  be  better  for  these  districts  to  raise,  say,  thirty-five  dol- 
lars, the  minimum  in  1906,  and  the  State  pay  the  rest  of  the  mini- 
mum for  forty  and  fifty  dollars?  This  would  put  all  districts  on  an 
equal  rating  and  all  would  share  equally  in  the  minimum  salary, 
regardless  of  the  salaries  paid  in  1906.  A  district  which  paid  sixty 
dollars  for  a  professional  teacher  in  1906  would  get  one  hundred  five 
dollars  extra  from  the  State  for  a  seven  month's  term,  }\ist  the  same 
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as  a  district  which  paid  thirty-five  dollars  in  1906  for  professional 
teachers.  This  plan  would  save  plenty  of  annoyance  for  directors, 
superintendents  and  the  Department. 

Directors  are  taking. a  keener  interest  in  heating  and  ventilating 
than  they  did.  This  is  a  prime  essential  and  needs  very  careful  con- 
sideration. New  systems  of  heating  have  been  installed  in  several 
schools  of  the  county  and  the  results  of  superior  heating  and  venti- 
lating are  commendable  to  the  systems.  The  Smith  system,  the 
Waterman-AVaterbury  system  and  a  Clearfield  plant  have  been  tried. 
All  are  on  the  same  general  plans  and  have  the  same  merits. 

Bedford  towTiship  will  try  centralization  this  year  and  it  is 
hoped  the  towoiship  will  extend  the  service  to  other  schools  next 
year.  Many  schools,  in  various  districts,  should  be  closed  on  account 
of  small  attendance  and  pupils  should  be  transported  to  other  schools 
where  interest  is  greater  and  competition  keener. 
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Birdsboro  High  School  Building. 

A  superb  renaissance  has  been  in  progress  at  Birdsboro  in  the  past 
two  years,  thanks  to  a  wise  and  progressive  board  find  a  loyal  and 
enterprising  group  of  teachers.  A  new  $35,000  high  school  building 
of  the  most  modern  type  is  si)lendid  evidence  of  the  educational 
sentiment  of  the  community.  The  building  is  of  modera  school 
architecture,  plain  in  outline  as  is  the  present  tendehcy  with  uni- 
lateral day-lighting  system,  equipped  with  gas  and  electricity,  hot 
and  cold  water  shower  baths,  a  fan-driven  hot  air  system  of  heating, 
an  assembly  room,  class  rooms,  laboratories,  lunch  and  locker  rooms 
and  every  modern  advantage,  consistent  with  economy  and  adapted 
to  the  size  of  the  town.  The  location  is  admirable;  situated  on  the 
loftiest  eminence  commanding  a  splendid  view  of  the  Schuylkill 
Valley  for  many  miles. 

Dickens  Centenary. 

As  customary  for  many  years,  the  birthday  of  an  author  was 
again  celebrated  in  the  public  schools  with  appropriate  exercises. 
The  centenary  of  Charles  Dickens  was  observed  on  February  7,  1912, 
A  four-page  circular  containing  suitable  material  for  programs, 
f|uotations  from  Dickens,  estimates  of  him  by  contemporaries,  short 
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sketch  of  his  life  and  other  suggestive  matter  was  forwarded  to  each 
teacher  in  the  county.  At  the  close  of  the  school  term  all  applicants 
to  the  number  of  420  for  township  graduation — eighth  grade,  were 
examined  in  "Christmas  Carol."  This  classic  was  carefully  studied 
in  every  rural  school  in  the  county.  The  celebration  of  the  birthday 
of  authors  is  an  effective  means  of  cultivating  literary  tastes. 

Country   t^chool   lietterment. 

In  order  to  give  re-direction  of  education  in  the  country  in  this 
county  the  following  movements  were  inaugurated: 

(a)  The  organization  of  boys'  and  girls'  clubs  for  home  industrial 
work  with  a  membership  of  1,500  organized  seven  years  ago.  This 
movement  greatly  vitalizes  all  school  work  and  this  industrial  work  is 
correlated  with  drawing,  language,  composition,  work,  arithmetic 
and  geography. 

(b)  The  organization  of  a  country  teachers'  association. 

The  membership  consists  of  every  one  of  the  350  one-roomed  teach- 
ers in  the  county  and  meets  once  a  year  at  Beading,  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  rural  school  problems.  Only  non-resident  speakers  are 
employed  who  are  in  sympathy  with  the  country  life  movement. 
Great  good  has  come  out  of  these  meetings. 

(c)  The  establishment  of  a  country  life  book  shelf  of  fifty  volumes 
in  the  office  of  the  couuty  superintendent  and  open  free  to  every 
teacher  and  farmer  in  the  county. 

All  of  these  books  have  a  tendency  to  re-direct  the  institutional 
life  of  the  open  country,  to  the  end  that  a  better  rural  civilization 
may  be  developed.  A  complete  catalogue,  of  the  books  is  printed  and 
forwarded  to  any  one  desiring  the  same. 

(d)  The  introduction  of  a  soil  survey  report  and  map  of  Berks 
into  each  rural  school. 

The  copies  bound  in  paper  covers,  including  both  manuscript  re- 
port of  fifty  pages  and  map  covering  this  area  w^ere  obtained  from 
our  Representative  in  Congress.  The  survey  took  place  several 
years  ago,  by  the  Division  of  Soils,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
and  required  the  work  of  five  experts  for  six  months'  field  work  and 
cost  the  United  States  Government  |.30,000  to  make  the  report  and 
survey — two  years  elapsing  before  its  completion.  The  soil  map 
constructed  on  the  scale  of  one  inch  to  the  mile  is  over  four  feet 
long  and  nearly  three  and  one-half  feet  wide  showing  in  colors  Avhere 
each  kind  of  soil  occurs  on  each  ten  acres  in  the  county.  It  also 
sho-ws  the  surface  topography,  public  roads,  steam  roads,  streams, 
post  offices,  trolleys  and  bridges.  As  a  means  of  preserving  the  map, 
local   school   boards  were  requested   to  frame  them   and   cover  them 
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with  glass  and  have  them  hung  on  the  walls  of  school  rooms.  This 
request  was  generally  complied  with — the  cost  approximating  |5.00 
each.  Teachers  are  now  required  to  teach  the  salient  features  of  the 
manuscript  reported  in  connection  with  the  teaching  of  local  geo- 
graphy to  all  eighth  grade  pupils  and  all  eighth  grade  applicants 
for  graduation  have  to  undergo  an  examination  in  local  geography 
based  largely  on  this  report.  The  township  high  schools  are  expected 
to  teach  metre  in  detail  this  report  in  connection  with  the  teaching 
of  physical   geography  and  geology. 

(6)  The  inauguration  of  held  day  and  play  picnics  for  country 
children. 

Saturday  May  11,  1912,  was  an  ideal  day  for  the  holding  of  the 
secoml  play  carnival  in  the  county.  The  weather  could  not  have 
been  more  delightful,  and  this  accounted  largely  for  the  big  attend- 
ance, estimated  at  over  5,000  fully  2,000  more  than  last  year.  The 
Normal  School  authorities  at  Kutztowu  again  made  ample  provisions 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  multitude,  and  visitors  were  highly 
l)leased  with  the  detailed  arrangements  that  ministered  so  much  to 
the  comfort  and  joy  of  the  occasion.  The  song  festival  of  the  various 
high  school  students  of  the  county,  the  games  and  rhyms  of  the 
kindergarten  children,  the  calisthenic  drill  and  singing  of  the  prac- 
tice school  pupils  of  the  Normal,  the  marching  and  gymnastic  games 
of  the  senior  Normal  students,  the  outdoor  demonstration  of  over 
fifty  games  adapted  to  all  grades  below  the  high  school  and  the  field 
and  track  events  Avere  fully  up  to  the  standard  set  last  year.  A  new 
feature  this  year  was  an  oratorical  contest  and  proved  very  popular. 

There  were  eleven  contestants  each  representing  after  a  prelimi- 
nary contest  his  or  her  respective  community.  The  awards  were  made 
as  to  originality,  English  and  delivery. 

Since  each  orator  was  not  to  exceed  four  minutes  in  delivery,  the 
contest  lasted  less  than  an  hour.  Contestants  were  required  to 
select  one  of  the  following  topics: 

The  Neighborhood  Community— How  Improved. 

Our  Competitive  Field  Day  Exercises. 

The  Boy  Scout  Movement. 

NA'oman's  Suffrage. 

The  School  House  as  a  Social  Center. 

The  entries  in  the  track  and  field  events  were  almost  double  those 
of  last  year  and  the  records  were  better.  The  relay  races  proved 
most  popular.  Trophies  in  the  form  of  cups,  badges  and  pennants 
were  awarded  the  winners.  There  were  in  constant  use  all  day  the 
may  poles,  slides,  bowling  alleys,  swimming  pools,  tenuis  courts, 
swings,  horizontal  bars,  see-saws,  teeter  ladders  and  sand  i)its.    Since 
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the  inauguration  of  this  movement  the  plaj  acti\ities  of  almost 
every  school  have  been  stimulated,  the  repertoire  of  games  of  the 
children  considerably  increased  and  the  installation  of  playground 
apparatus  in  many  school  plots  as  well  as  farm  homes. 

The  monotony  and  drudgery  of  enforced  labor  too  long  have  been 
crushing  the  lives  of  children.    Relief  can  be  found  only  in  play. 

(fj   The  Standardization  of  one-room  schools. 

The  plan  of  standardizing  one-room  schools  was  inaugurated  sev- 
eral years  ago,  and  this  proved  most  effective  in  placing  our  rural 
schools  ou  such  a  high  plane.  The  first  year  four  schools  received 
diplomas;  last  year  the  number  was  increased  forty-one  and  by  the 
end  of  the  coming  school  year  fully  one  hundred  and  fifty  will  mea- 
sure up  to  the  standard  and  become  "accredited." 

Each  teacher  and  director,  is  supplied  with  a  four-page  circular 
setting  forth  the  minimum  requirements  for  a  standard  one-room 
school.  The  teaching  and  organization  of  the  school  count  75  per 
cent,  and  the  physical  equipment  25  per  cent.  Several  applications 
were  refused  on  account  of  ineliQcient  teaching.  Nearly  every  one 
of  the  350  single  room  schools  made  effort  to  qualify  in  some  of  the 
jspecified  conditions  in  order  eventually  to  reach  the  desired  goal. 
Directors  are  vitally  interested  in  the  project  and  in  several  instances 
resulted  in  the  erection  of  first  class  buildings  with  all  modern  im- 
provements, rt  resulted  largely  in  the  installation  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  sanitary  room  furnaces,  combining  a  system  of  heating  and 
ventilating  principally  the  Smith  and  Waterbury  systems  and  also 
the  installation  of  a  number  of  sanitary  bubbling  fountains  for  one- 
room  schools. 

The  School  Code  making  mandatory  the  display  of  the  flag,  plant- 
ing of  trees  and  improvement  of  out-buildings  greatly  facilitated  this 
movement.  A  small  financial  recognition  or  bonus  on  the  part  of 
State  to  such  schools  as  shall  reach  the  standard,  would  be  a  great 
incentive.  It  is  possible  with  the  present  excellent  school  spirit  in 
the  county  for  every  one-room  school  to  comply  with  the  ideal  stipu- 
lations, but  it  will  take  some  time  to  accomplish  it  and  the  elimina- 
tion of  not  a  few  incompetent  and  fossilized  teachers  as  well  as  the 
erection  of  a  score  of  new  buildings. 

(g)  The  introduction  of  traveling  art  exhibits  for  one-room  coun- 
try schools  modeled  and  planned  after  the  Turner  free  traveling  art 
exhibit. 

To  the  Civic  League^of  Reading  belongs  the  credit  of  inaugurating 
this  movement. 

Each  exhibit  contains  a  dozen  carefully  selected  pictures  mounted 
on  cardboard  peculiarly  adapted  for  one-room  schools  and  accom- 
panied by  books  and  leaflets  on  picture  studies  for  the  teacher.  The 
child  thus  becomes  familiar  with  a  dozen  good  pictures  a  year. 
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Since  the  inauguration  of  this  movement,  there  are  no  longer 
found  on  the  walls  of  our  school  rooms  advertising  cards,  chromos, 
faded  prints  of  authors,  tissue  paper  flowers,  pictures  of  military 
heroes  and  battles  on  land  and  sea  or  even  classic  ruins  of  a  ''dead" 
past. 

No  unframed  pictures  are  allowed  on  the  walls  of  school  rooms  and 
to  guard  against  over-decoration  less  than  eight  wall  pictures  are 
suggested.  Within  the  last  ten  years  thousands  of  dollars  have  been 
expended  in  indoor  art  and  the  money  thus  expended  was  raised 
principally  through  the  activity  of  teachers  and  patrons  by  means 
of  entertainments  given  by  school  children.  Spiritualization  through 
environment  is  a  potent  factor  in  rural  uplift. 

(hj  The  publication  of  a  monthly  bulletin  devoted  chiefly  in  glori- 
fying the  constructive  uplift  work  of  teachers,  patrons  and  directors. 

Ten  numbers  covering  the  school  year  of  a  thousand  copies  each 
are  forwarded  free  to  every  teacher,  director  and  interested  patron. 
This  bulletin  varying  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  pages  with  no  ad 
vertisiug  matter  is  in  fact  the  clearing  house  of  information  of  all 
educational  activities  within  the  county.  The  front-line  school  dis- 
tricts are  kept  constantly  in  the  lime-light.  This  local  booster  jour- 
nal is  no  mean  factor  in  stimulating  school  activities. 

(ij   Schools  as  social  centres. 

A  beginning  was  made  in  the  county  whereby  school  houses  have 
been  used  as  social  centres  principally  through  the  organization  of 
school  and  home  associations.  There  is  no  reason  why  country  school 
houses  should  not  be  used  more  and  more  for  all  sorts  of  social  ac- 
tivity, instruction  and  amusement.  The  idle  moments  of  a  school 
house,  whether  in  the  city  or  country,  are  a  social  waste. 

Thej  should  be  made  to  yield  larger  service  to  society.  Every 
schoolhouse,  city  or  country,  more  or  less,  can  be  made  a  triple  social 
centre  as  follows: 

A  teaching  centre — Kindergarten;  elementary;  high  school  (com- 
mercial, trade  and  technical)  continuation;  immigrant  (adult),  Eng- 
lish, arithmetic  defective ;  crippled ;  deaf ;  dumb ;  blind  ;  tubercular ; 
anaemic. 

A  recreation  centre — Organized  play  (team,  gymnastic,  athletic, 
folk  dancing);  evening  recreation  classes  (clubs,  study,  games);  dra- 
matics; music  (piano,  orchestra,  vocal,  etc.) ;  baths;  luncheons;  holi- 
day celebrations;  native  celebrations;  marksmanship;  boy  scouts; 
white  wings. 

A  civic  and  health  centre — School  city;  town  hall;  people's  forum; 
debate;  community  interests;  public  oflicers'  reports;  children's  dis- 
trict court;  mother's  club;  parents'  association;  art  exhibit;  travel- 
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ing  libraries;  humane  society;  employes'  co-operation;  sanitation; 
medical  supervision;  sex  hygiene;  visiting  nurse;  civic  festivals;  day 
nurseries. 

(j)  A  rural  school  survey. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Bureau  of  Education  at  Washington,  D. 
C,  all  arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  inventory  in  the  fall  oi  the 
county's  rural  schools  and  social  forces  and  assets  calculated  to 
acquire  accurate  information  and  to  increase  still  further  interest  by 
teachers  and  patrons  in  the  schools  and  social  conditions  of  the 
county  and  thus  produce  still  better  communities.  This  first-hand 
rural  research  will  afford  a  most  intensive  and  thorough  study  of 
rural  conditions  and  its  conclusions  will  be  published  in  a  manual. 

Conclusion. 

According  to  latest  statistics,  the  urban  population  of  Berks  in- 
creased from  49.5  to  54  per  cent.  This  makes  a  4.5  per  cent,  increase 
as  compared  with  a  general  ratio  in  the  entire  State  of  5.7  per  cent. 
In  other  words  country  people  elsewhere  in  Pennsylvania  are  moving 
to  cities  faster  tlian  in  Berks  County. 

The  City  of  Keading  was  greatlj'  disappointed  in  not  reaching  the 
desired  goal  of  100.000  population — the  ratio  of  increase  of  the  city 
falling  to  21.9  per  cent.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  re- 
direction of  education  in  rural  Berks  is  an  important  factor  in  check- 
ing the  movement  of  population  to  its  cit}'.  This  re-direction  of  rural 
education  also  now  sends  five  boys  to  technical  college,  while  sending 
one  to  classical  college.  The  world  needs  few  scholars,  but  many 
bread  winners. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


Ever  since  the  new  code  of  1911  went  into  oifect,  1  liave  found  it 
hard  to  do  on  time  the  usual  work  and  the  extra  work  which  it  has 
caused.    I  am  not  complaining,  but  stating  a  fact. 

We  have  built  more  new  school  houses,  at  a  greater  expense,  im- 
proved more  old  school  property,  employed  more  and  better  teachers 
this  year  than  ally  other  one  year  in  our  history  and  yet  much  remains 
to  be  done. 

The  rural  school  does  not  improve  as  the  city  and  borough  school, 
but  the  fault  does  not  all  lie  upon  the  rural  community  in  which  the 
school  is  located. 
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I  have  beexi  among  the  farmers  of  Blair  County  a  great  many 
times,  talked  with  tliem  and  studied  their  conditions,  not  more  than 
one  per  cent,  of  them  "are  saving  up  dollars  for  their  sous  to  squan- 
der," as  we  hear  it  so  often  said  in  public  meetings  and  see  it  in 
public  print,  they  are  working  long  and  hard,  using  economy,  and 
paying  about  all  the  taxes  they  can  afford  to  pay  and  still  they  can 
not  get  away  from  the  little  one  roomed  school  house  and  the  |40  or 
|50  teacher. 

In  the  largest  township  of  our  county,  52  schools,  the  wages  are 
from  |50  to  |65  per  month  eight  months  in  the  year  and  the  teacher 
must  pay  |20  per  month  for  board  and  room.  At  |65  per  month  this 
nets  the  teacher  |45,  or  |3G0  a  year,  at  these  figures  how  can  we  ex- 
pect normal  school  graduates  or  college  graduates  and  yet  this  town- 
ship has  a  school  debt  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  pays 
a  heavy  school  millage  and  the  finances  have  been  managed  by  good 
business  men,  no  graft,  no  waste,  as  I  see  it.  Nearly  all  our  cities  and 
boroughs  carry  a  heavy  school  debt  and  how  to  avoid  it  and  still  im- 
prove our  school  property,  and  employ  teachers  who  have  fitted 
themselves  specially  for  that  work  is  a  perplexing  problem. 

It  reminds  me  of  the  old  doggerel: 

"Multiplication  is  a  vexation; 
Division  is  as  bad. 
"The  Rule  of  Three"  perj)lexes  me, 
And  this  most  drives  me  mad." 

The  Agricultural  Colleges  and  railroads  are  trying  to  get  more 
people  interested  in  farming  by  showing  them  it  pays. 

If  there  are  able  to  get  a  large  percentage  of  the  farmers  to  make  the 
farm  pay  I  believe  the  country  school  question  can  be  worked  out  to 
our  satisfaction. 

I  think  the  Ji^state  could  afford  to  pay  an  extra  salary  to  teachers 
who  by  special  training,  are  fitted  to  teach  agriculture  in  the  ordi- 
nary courmon  country  school,  surely  there  is  the  place  to  begin,  but 
no  teacher  can  teach  that  which  he  does  not  know  himself. 

How  can  a  young  girl,  the  graduate  of  a  city  high  school,  who  is 
well  up  in  Enylisli  and  algebra  and  stands  a  good  examination  in 
the  hianches,  but  is  "afraid  of  a  cow"  gaiu  the  respect  of  a  country 
boy  and  teach  him  agriculture. 

Have  I  put  it  too  strong?  1  think  not.  These  are  the  facts  as  they 
are  in  reality.  By  all  means  let  us  have  trained  teachers  to  teach 
agriculture  in  the  farming  communities,  but  they  must  be  paid  for 
that  extra  training  and  the  farming  communities,  in  this  county  at 
least,  are  not  able  to  pay.  The  legislature  ought  to  appropriate  money 
for  that  specific  purpose. 
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To  my  mind  this  is  tlie  most  important  tiling  needed  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  rnral  schools  in  this  county.  It  overshadows  every 
other  school  question,  it  is  the  first  and  the  last,  the  beginning  and 
the  end. 

How  can  we  get  more  money  to  employ  better  equipped  teachers? 

Dear  Department  if  yon  can  solve  that  riddle,  you  are  a  Sampson, 
if  you  can  demonstrate  that  theorem  you  are  a  Pythagoras,  if  you 
can  weigh  that  planet,  you  are  a  Newton. 

T  tbaiik  you  and  the  public  press  for  prompt  help  rendered  in  times 
of  need. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— H.  S.  Putnam. 


While  the  first  year  under  the  new  school  code  marked  a  revival 
in  interest  in  educational  matters  in  many  particulars,  yet  a  decided 
objection  to  circulate  petitions,  file  expense  accounts  and  otherwise 
qualify  under  the  requirements  of  the  uniform  primary  law  and  cor- 
rupt practices  act  and  openly  seek  an  office  which  too  often  brings 
only  criticism  in  return  for  much  hard  work  given  freely  without 
hope  of  fee  or  reward,  caused  many  changes  and  much  confusion  in 
the  selection  of  school  directors. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  the  week  of  October  16th  and  all 
but  four  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  day  instructors  Avere  Dr. 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  of  Pul)lic  Instruction  of  Pennsylvania; 
Dr.  Francis  H.  Green,  of  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School; 
R.  M.  McNeal,  Financial  Clerk  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion ;  Prof.  C.  A.  Dobson,  Kutztowni  State  Normal  School ;  Musical 
Conductor,  Ida  Jenness  Moulton,  Beverly,  Mass.;  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith, 
Mansfield  Normal  School,  and  Prof.  J.  K.  Stewart,  Shippensburg 
State  Normal  School.  The  instruction  was  of  a  high  order  and  much 
appreciated  by  our  teachers. 

The  evening  attraction  were  as  follows: 

Monday — The  Connnonwealth  Male  Quartette. 

Tuesday — Lecture:  Dr.  Gabriel  McGuire,  ''With  an  Irishman 
Through  the  Jungles  of  Africa.'" 

Wednesday— Entertainment:   Durno  &  Co. 

Thursday — Lecture:  Gov.  Robert  B.  Glenn,  "Our  Country,  its 
Dangers  and  Possibilities." 

Friday— Musical  Entertainment:  The  Goodfellow  Singers. 
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The  Bradford  County  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  ses- 
sion at  Towanda,  March  7  and  8.  The  usual  joint  session  with  the 
Educational  Association  was  held  and  brought  together  a  great  ma- 
jority' of  our  directors  and  teachers.  On  account  of  the  growing  in- 
terest in  this  annual  meeting  it  will  be  necessary  next  winter  to  secure 
the  largest  hall  available  to  accommodate  the  large  number  of  persons 
who  attend.  The  speakers  in  attendance  were  Deputy  Supt.  R.  B. 
Teitrick,  and  Secretary  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education. 

The  usual  number  of  local  institutes  was  arranged,  but  not  all 
were  well  attended,  owing  in  large  part  to  severe  weather,  sickness 
and  local  disturbances,  which  we  trust  will  not  affect  us  this  coming 
year. 

We  are  much  disappointed  that  the  provisions  of  the  new  appro- 
priation law  does  nothing  to  reward  us  for  our  pioneer  work  in  this 
State  in  consolidation  of  schools.  All  consolidation  in  this  county 
prior  to  this  year  was  done  under  the  act  of  1897,  and  not  under  the 
act  of  1901,  providing  for  a  vote  of  the  people. 

Two  school  buildings,  one  the  Pine  Glenn  school  in  Pike  town- 
ship, and  the  other  at  Sylvania  borough,  were  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
one  at  Sylvania  is  being  replaced  by  a  modern  building,  which  will 
be  ready  for  use  in  October. 

The  directors  of  Franklin  Township  school  district  decided  to  con- 
solidate their  schools  and  transport  their  pupils  to  a  central  building. 
The  lowest  bid  being  slightly  in  excess  of  two  per  cent,  of  the  as- 
sessed valuation  it  became  necessary  to  hold  an  election  to  increase 
the  indebtedness.  The  majority  of  votes  were  unfavorable  to  the 
increase  in  indebtedness,  so  the  matter  has  been  postponed  until  such 
time  as  the  amount  of  money  on  hand,  together  with  the  two  per 
cent,  of  indebtedness  will  make  it  possible  for  them  to  go  on  with 
the  erection  of  a  new  school  building.  Tt  is  hoped  this  will  be  done 
next  year. 

The  examination  of  eighth  grade  pupils  was  held  in  the  schools  on 
the  28th  and  29th  of  March,  1932.  As  a  result  of  these  examinations 
222  received  certificates.  This  is  an  increase  of  136  over  last  year. 
One  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  pupils  received  certificates 
of  award  for  being  neither  tardy  or  absent  during  the  year. 

LeCanville  Independent  and  Macedonia  Independent  districts, 
which  were  abolished  by  the  enactment  of  the  school  code,  were  re- 
established and  the  directors  of  the  Macedonia  Independent  District 
have  employed  another  teacher  and  are  building  an  addition  to  their 
building  and  will  have  two  schools  this  year  coming. 

The  annual  spelling  contest  was  held  in  Athens  the  10th  of  May, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Bradford  County  Education  Association. 
The  contests  resulted  as  follows; 
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High  School  Department,  Written  Work — First  prize  was  Avon  by 
Lola  Packard,  of  the  Troy  High  School ;  Kouald  Ward,  of  the  Athens 
High  school,  won  second  prize. 

High  School  Dej)artment,  Oral — First  prize  won  by  Lola  Packard, 
of  Troy  High  school. 

Grades,  Written  Work — First  ])rize  won  by  Violet  Newell,  of  the 
eighth  grade  of  the  Troy  schools ;  Cynthia  C.  Osborne,  of  the  eighth 
grade  of  the  Towanda  schools,  won  second  prize. 

Grades,  Oral  Spelli,ng--Fred  Kulinle,  of  the  Fisher  Hill  school, 
Towanda  Township,  won  the.  first  and  only  prize  in  this  division. 

The  words  were  prononnced  by  Frank  E.  Woods,  Esq.,  of  Sayre, 
assisted  by  A.  S.  Buckley,  of  Athens. 

On  account  of  severe  illness  during  the  winter,  I  was  unable  to 
visit  the  usual  number  of  schools.  However,  reports  and  examination 
results  show  that  our  teachers  are  doing  splendid  work. 

The  large  number  of  certificates  of  award  and  an  increased  number 
who  have  successfully  passed  the  eighth  grade  examinations  are  fur- 
ther evidences  of  a  successful  year. 


BUCKS  COUNTY — I.  H.  HotTman. 


The  seliool  year  just  ended  has  been  one  of  few  radical  chajiges. 
A  healthy  school  spirit  exists  in  practically  all  parts  of  our  county. 
During  the  last  year  we  have  had  an  unusually  large  number  of 
school  meetings  where  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  met  to  discuss 
pertinent  educational  questions.  In  most  of  our  school  districts 
monthly  teachers'  and  directors'  meetings  are  held.  The  adopted 
reading  circle  books  are  discussed,  the  School  Code  studied,  and  at- 
tractive programs  rendered.  The  coming  month's  work  is  outlined 
and  uniform  township  examinations  are  held.  Tn  some  of  our  dis- 
tricts rapid  progress  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  teaching,  reading 
and  ])enmanship.  The  recently  enacted  School  Code  is  proving  to  be 
a  great  benefit  to  our  schools,  for  in  the  evident  desire  to  live  up  to 
its  requirements  much  good  is  resulting.  The  meetings  held  by  our 
Principals'  Association  Avere  most  successful  and  helpful. 

Our  annual  Teachers'  Institute,  held  in  October,  proved  to  be  very 
inspiring  and  instructive.  The  instructors  Avere  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer, 
Dr.  Elmer  B.  Bryan;  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Balliet,  Dr.  John  A.  W.  Haas,  Dr. 
FAwin  Erie  Sparks,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  O.  S.  Kriebel,  Dr.  Arthur 
Holmes  and  Miss  Maud  AVillis,  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson  had  charge  of 
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tile  instruction  in  music.  At  the  eveuiug-  sessions  the  lectures  were 
delivered  by  Dr.  S.  Parkes  Caduian,  Hon.  Francis  J.  Heney  and  Hon. 
John  Temple  Graves.  The  Commonwealth  Male  Concert  Company 
and  the  Musical  Favorites  rendered  the  eveuiug  musicals. 

With  our  teachers  and  directors  eager  to  do  their  very  best,  we 
are  hoping  for  a  verj^  successful  school  year  to  follow  the  past  year's 
work. 


liUTLER  COUNTY— Frank  A.  McClun«. 


The  tirsl  work  of  the  Superiutejideul  uynm  comiug  iuto  oflice  last 
June  was  the  examination  of  teachers  for  jtrovisioual  certiticates. 
Eleven  jiublic  examinations  were  held  and  three  hundred  and  eight 
apijlicanls  examined.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  certificates 
were  granted  and  eighty-one  refused.  This  is  perhaps  the  most  tedi- 
ous work  that  a  Superiutendeut  has  to  do,  f(jr  in  order  to  be  perfectly 
fair  to  every  one  each  paper  must  be  examined  carefully.  Of  these 
two  hundred  and  twenty -seven  Avho  were  granted  certificates  about 
one  hundred  and  tAventy-five  secured  schools  and  taught  during 
the  year,  of  these  seventy-six  taught  their  first  terui.  Fifty-one 
teachers  who  taught  in  the  county  during  the  past  year  held  State 
permanent  certificates,  fifty  professional,  and  about  eighty-nine  State 
Normal  papers.  This  accounts  for  the  three  hundred  and  sixteen 
schools  in  the  county.  These  schools  are  distributed  in  fifty-four  dis- 
tricts represented  by  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  directors,  all  fourth 
class  except  Butler  Township,  which  is  third  class. 

Teachers. 

The  majority  of  the  teachers  in  the  county  are  earnest,  conscien- 
tious workers  laboring  faithfully  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  they  are  placed.  As  in  every  county,  some  want  to  take  up 
the  work  of  teaching  before  they  are  fully  prepared  for  it.  Some 
even  make  application  for  certificates  before  attending  high  school 
or  with  one  or  two  terms  in  the  State  Normal.  Among  these  we  find 
the  greatest  per  centage  of  failures  and  by  failures  we  do  not  mean 
those  who  were  not  able  to  finish  their  term>s,  but  those  who  only 
"kept  school"  going  through  the  motions  of  teaching  without  showing 
any  results.  There  is  a  great  field  and  a  remunerative  field  in  our 
county  U>r  the  teacher  who  thoroughly  prepares  herself  and  then 
does  hei-  work  thoroughly  and   understandingly.     Directors  are  be- 
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ginning  to  appreciate  tlie  lact  that  it  is  better  to  pay  more  money 
and  get  the  results  than  to  pay  little  money  and  get  no  results. 
Often  we  look  to  the  teacher  alone  and  want  to  help  her  along  b}'  giv- 
ing her  the  school,  but  we  totally  ignore  the  thirty  or  forty  boys  and 
girls  who  must  have  their  winter's  work  worse  than  wasted  because 
they  did  not  have  the  best  possible  teaching.  We  are  heartily  in 
sympathy  with  the  beginner  in  the  teaching  profession,  but  we  want 
that  beginner  prepared  before  he  undertakes  the  work.  One  of  the 
very  pleasing  conditions  in  our  county  at  the  present  time  is  the  fact 
that  so  many  teachers  are  in  school  better  preparing  themselves  and 
we  are  looking  for  this  condition  to  show  itself  in  the  schools  the  com- 
ing year. 

Township  Superintendents. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  best  schools  are  those  that  are  best  sujj- 
ervised  and  we  know  that  it  is  physically  impossible  for  one  person 
to  supervise  three  hundred  sixteen  schools  which  are  distributed  over 
a  county.  The  supervising  is  not  worthy  the  name.  We  do  know  that 
an  experienced  person  could  very  materially  help  the  young  teacher 
if  he  could  visit  her  school  two  or  three  times  a  month.  The  best  solu- 
tion for  this  seems  to  be  the  election  of  township  principals  over  one 
or  more  townships.  These  principals  can  unify  the  work  all  over  the 
township,  see  that  a  good  course  of  study  is  fully  carried  out  and 
help  the  inexperienced  teacher.  The  teacher  who  knows  that  some  one 
to  whom  she  is  responsible  for  a  certain  amount  of  work  in  her  school 
each  day  or  week  who  she  knows  will  be  there  some  day  that  week  to 
see  her  work  will  do  much  better  work  than  one  who  is  visited  once 
a  term.  1  am  glad  to  say  that  some  of  the  townships  of  our  county 
are  thinking  seriously  of  electing  township  principals  and  that  one 
township  has  already  done  so.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction 
and  is  sure  to  repay  in  results  for  the  money  expended. 

The  "Code." 

Much  time  has  been  taken  up  this  year  helping  the  directors  to 
get  a  good  working  knowledge  of  the  new  law.  This  was  rather 
difficult  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  owing  to  the  lack  of  copies 
of  the  law  but  now  since  nearly  every  director  has  a  copy  of  the  law 
it  is  being  studied  and  followed  to  the  letter  and  many  favorable 
comments  are  heard  on  every  hand  concerning  its  businesslike  basis 
and  the  improvement  of  this  law  over  the  old  one. 

Institute. 

The  Teachers'  County  institute  was  held  during  the  second  week 
in  December  and  was  attended  by  all  the  teachers  in  the  county  ex 
eept  five  who  were  prevented  by  sickness.    The  instructors  were  Dr. 
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J,  C.  Willis  of  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Dr.  Chas.  Albert  of  Bloomsbiirg; 
Supt.  McGinnes  of  Steelton  and  Prof.  Cogswell  of  Indiana,  Pa.,  as 
day  instructors.  For  the  night  we  had  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  Striek- 
lan  Gillalen,  Dudley-Buck  Concert  Company,  Dixie  Chorus.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  county  the  Directors  held  a  two  day  session  at  which 
almost  every  Director  in  the  county  was  present.  They  were  ad- 
dressed by  Dr.  George  Philips,  West  Chester,  who  explained  to  them 
many  features  of  the  new  law.  The  Directors  were  also  addressed 
by  a  number  of  Butler  county  men  who  are  now  in  the  teaching 
profession  in  other  counties.  Their  talks  were  all  along  lines  that 
were  a  great  benefit  to  the  directors.  So  successful  was  the  two  days 
session  that  the  directors  voted  to  continue  the  arrangement  another 
year. 

Local  Institutes. 

Twenty  local  educational  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of 
the  county.  These  were  well  attended  by  the  patrons  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  teachers  in  most  cases  were  very  willing  to  help 
with  talks  and  papers  on  school  matters. 

Eighth  Grade  Examination. 

At  the  eighth  grade  examination  in  the  county  on  the  first  Saturday 
of  April,  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  applicants  were  examined  for 
entrance  into  high  school.  Of  this  number  one  hundred  and  sixt}^- 
six  were  passed  by  the  committee  who  examined  the  papers.  On  the 
face  of  the  information  this  looks  like  a  very  small  percentage,  but 
many  children  were  permitted  to  take  the  examination  who  were  in 
no  wa3"  prepared  to  do  the  work.  By  another  year  we  hope  to  have 
the  matter  so  arranged  that  only  those  who  are  fully  prepared  will 
be  permitted  to  enter  the  examination.  Some  criticism  has  been 
heard  concerning  the  large  number  of  failures  and  also  much  favor- 
able comment.  In  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  Department  does 
not  wish  grammar  and  arithmetic  to  be  taught  in  the  high  school 
the  only  reasonable  thing  to  do  seems  to  be  to  have  the  pupils  get  this 
work  before  they  enter  the  high  school.  There  is  no  doubt  that  they 
will  be  stronger  students  in  the  high  school  and  make  better  thinker* 
if  this  plan  is  adhered  to.  In  looking  over  these  papers  here  are 
some  of  the  things  noted  down  and  things  which  must  be  watched  in 
order  that  the  school  may  do  its  duty  to  the  pupil: 

1.  More  attention  must  be  given  the  subject  of  reading. 

2.  Punctuation,  capitalization  and  writing  are  in  need  of  attention. 

3.  Teachers  should  insist  upon  neatness  of  manuscript. 

4.  The  imi)ortance  of  guarding  against  certain  errors  in  English 
that  are  likely  to  find  their  Avay  into  every  school. 

5.  The  child  ought  to  be  taught  to  apply  what  he  has  been  tuM^ht. 
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6.  The  importance  ol"  emphasizing  the  spelling  of  geographical 
names  and  the  names  of  terms  used  iu  his  studies. 

7.  The  importance  of  careful  grading  so  that  uo  pupil  of  the  sixth 
or  seventh  grades  is  found  classified  with  those  of  the  eighth. 

8.  The  idea  of  giving  forms  and  models  for  all  written  work  and 
requiring  the  child  to  follow  them. 

High  Schools. 

Nearly  one  hundred  young  meu  and  women  were  graduated  from 
the  fifteen  schools  of  the  county  this  year.  Sjjeaking  generally  the 
high  schools  did  good  work  and  the  interest  taken  in  high  school 
work  is  very  gratifying.  The  high  schools  are  now  firmly  established 
and  are  doing  a  great  work.  Practically  all  opposition  to  them  has 
vanished  and  several  new  ones  are  now  contemplated  in  parts  of  the 
county  were  they  are  needed.  We  believe  the  following  things  will 
in  a  measure  improve  our  rural  schools : 

1.  A  more  careful  grading. 

2.  Closer  supervision. 

3.  A  strict  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law. 

4.  A  uniform  system  of  writing  in  each  district. 

5.  Centralized  schools  where  the  work  of  agru culture  and  subjects 
that  vitally  interest  the  country  boy  and  girl  may  be  studied. 

G.  Less  rotation  of  teachers.  Keep  the  good  ones  at  a  higher 
salary,  if  necessary. 

Personal  Work. 

During  the  time  the  schools  were  in  session  the  Superintendent 
gave  his  time  entirely  to  the  visiting  of  schools.  Every  school  in  the 
county  was  visited  and  fifty-two  were  visited  the  second  time,  making 
three  hundred  sixty-eight  visits  in  all.  These  visits  averaged  an  hour 
and  a  quarter  in  length.  In  nearly  all  cases  after  the  new  boards 
organized,  directors  accompanied  us  on  these  visits.  In  Middlesex, 
Forward  and  Lancaster  the  whole  board  accompanied  us  to  prac- 
tically every  school  in  the  district.  In  all,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  visits  were  made  accompanied  by  directors.  The  directors  are 
all  interested  in  the  work  and  are  working  to  learn  as  much  as  pos- 
sible concernings  the  needs  of  the  schools. 

Mr.  Thos.  March,  of  the  Department,  inspected  the  high  schools 
during  the  latter  part  of  March  and  we  accompanied  him  to  nearly 
all  these  schools  making  a  second  visit  to  all  the  high  schools  except 
two. 

We  took  jjart  in  fifteen  educational  meetings  and  attended  the 
graduating  exercises  in  nearly  all  the  high  schools.  In  doing  this 
amount  of  visiting  schools  and  attending  educational  meetings  it  is 
left    to    the   expert   statistician    to    compute    the   number   of   miles 
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traveled.  JJecause  of  the  uew  law  perhaps  more  mail  than  dui'lug 
an  ordinary  year  was  sent  out.  This  is  best  computed  by  the  number 
of  stamps  and  postal  cards  used  and  according  to  our  account  we 
have  sent  out  about  two  thousand  pieces  of  mail  during  the  year. 

The  Avork  has  been  pleasant,  the  people  very  hospitable,  the  teach- 
ers have  worked  in  harmony,  the  children  of  whom  we  have  ten  thou- 
sand, three  hundred  thirty-three  in  our  schools  have  been  intensely 
interesting  and  we  have  enjoyed  working  with  all. 

We  especially  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  the  pains  it  has 
always  taken  to  give  attention  to  our  numerous  iu(piiries.  We  thank 
the  press  and  the  people  in  general  for  the  interest  they  have  taken 
in  school  work  and  we  feel  that  the  coming  year  is  tilled  with  promise. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— M.  S.  Heiitz. 


In  submitting  to  your  a  sumniary  of  my  first  ye;ti-'s  work  as  Super- 
intendent of  Cambria  county  1  will  not  dwell  ui)()n  a  comparison  of 
(lie  past  years,  but  deal  with  the  problem  as  we  met  it  and  have  tried 
to  solve  it.  I  had  the  j)leasure  of  succeeding  a  man  beloved  by  teach- 
ers and  pupils.  The  good  graces  of  both  received  me  with  a  frank- 
ness and  a  sincerity  that  permitted  me  to  stamp  my  opinion  and 
wishes  immediately. 

In  our  visitations  we  found  the  teacher  body,  as  a  whole,  striving 
to  do  its  best  for  the  boys  and  girls.  One  fault  which  I  found  how- 
ever and  aimed  to  correct,  was  the  lack  of  proficiency  in  the  four 
fundamentals  in  arithmetic.  In  calling  for  demonstrations  in  the 
lour  fundamental  operations  and  especially  in  the  forty-five  combina- 
tions I  found  a  marked  slowness  and  inability.  I  believe  we  do  not 
<hill  enough  in  the  combination.  A  problem  of  mathematics  should 
not  deal  in  the  operation  as  much  as  to  know  what  operation  should  be 
employed.  If  the  fundamentals  are  thoroughly  learned — as  Avell 
learned  as  a  pianist  must  learn  the  drills  before  dealing  with  inter- 
jiretation— we  can  deal  with  the  "how"  onh^,  and  work  thrice  as 
fast.  Too  much  time  is  wasted  with  the  class  of  boys  and  girls  of  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grade  in  working  out  the  problem  after  they  have 
determined  ujion  the  operation. 

Besides  the  emphasis  placed  upon  the  fundamental  operations,  I 
tried  to  emphasize  the  interpretation  of  the  printed  or  written  page. 
If  the  child  is  thoroughly  drilled  in  interpreting  the  page  and  can 
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employ  the  t'lindauienlals  in  nialliematical  calculations  reflexively, 
he  has  a  grounding  to  insure  progress  when  he  reaches  the  upper 
grades  because  he  has  power. 

In  our  institute  work  we  had  a  class  of  instruction  in  writing  in 
progress  constantly.  There  seems  to  be  no  fixed  idea  on  uniformity  of 
purpose  in  our  writing.  Eveiw  body  taught  his  or  her  own  system  or 
followed  the  copy  book  mechanically.  Our  purpose  was  to  establish 
a  uniformity.    We  will  continue  that  method  again  next  year. 

We  organized  a  Principals'  Association.  I  was  indeed  gratified 
to  see  the  interest  manifest  by  our  principals.  Dr.  Chancellor  said, 
''They  are  the  most  interesting  body  of  teachers  I  have  ever  meet." 
In  our  institute  work  we  had  special  work  each  morning  for  the 
principals  and  high  school  teachers. 

Of  the  5G1  teachers  in  the  county  every  one  was  present  at  the 
County  Institute  or  were  excused  for  cause — a  recommendation  for 
the  Kew  Code. 

After  visiting  the  schools  in  a  district,  we  called  teachers  and 
directors  together  to  talk  over  the  work.  After  we  had  laid  the  matter 
of  our  recomendations  before  them,  the  teachers  and  directors  in  turn 
asked  questions  along  the  line  of  our  recommendations  and  of  the 
work  in  general.    I  am  sure  much  good  came  from  these  meetings. 

We  have  aimed  to  establish  a  uniform  requirement  for  high  school 
entrance.  We  granted  two  types  of  certificates.  One,  a  high  school 
entrance  certificate,  on  an  examination  in  all  the  common  branches, 
the  other,  a  diploma,  on  an  examination  in  all  the  common  branches 
with  the  addition  of  civil  government  and  algebra.  Our  aim  was  to 
emphasize  high  school  work.  We  feel  we  succeeded  in  a  measure  at 
least. 

At  our  directors'  convention  we  had  Dr.  (leorge  Becht  and  Deputy 
Superintendent  Teitrick  as  our  instructors.  Much  eagerness  was 
manifest  on  all  sides.  Many  Principals  of  the  county  were  also  in 
attendance.  Next  year  we  are  planning  a  two-day  session.  The 
eagerness  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  directors  of  Cambria  county 
is  a  good  omen  for  the  future  of  our  schools. 

I'he  New  Code  has  occasioned  some  uncertainty  in  many  phases  of 
the  work  In'  a  lack  of  uncertainty,  yet  its  advantages  are  manifested 
on  all  sides.  I  hear  nothing  but  commendation  for  the  New  School 
Code. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  occassions  on  which  we  have  had  to 
seek  information  and  assistance  from  the  Department.  At  all  times 
we  have  been  assisted  very  promptly.  I  am  very  grateful  for  this  kind 
consideration. 


No.  6.  CAMERON  COUNTY.  49 


CAMERON  COUNTY— C.  E.  Plasterer. 


We  believe  that  the  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  as  successful 
as  conditions  would  permit  and  that  several  items  of  progress  may 
be  reported. 

Perhaps  the  most  advanced  step  of  the  year  is  the  action  ou  the 
part  of  the  Emporium  School  Board  in  increasing  its  term  from  eight 
to  nine  months  and  in  adopting  a  high  school  course  of  study  approved 
by  the  State  Inspector  as  suitable  for  a  high  school  of  the  first  class. 
The  question  has  been  agitated  for  several  years  and  the  vote  of  the 
board  for  the  increased  term  was  unanimous.  The  same  board  is  also 
engaged  in  making  extensive  needed  improvements  in  the  two  school 
buildings  of  the  borough. 

The  School  Board  of  the  Independent  District  has  let  the  contract 
for  a  new  four  room  school  building.  This  will  relieve  a  very  much 
overcrowded  condition  in  two  schools  and  will  permit  of  the  closing 
of  a  third,  thus  providing  for  more  closely  graded  schools  than  was 
heretofore  possible.  All  the  pupils  of  the  district,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  five  to  ten,  will  be  enrolled  in  the  graded  schools. 

The  work  of  the  three  high  schools  has  steadily  improved  and  a 
greater  interest  has  been  taken  in  higher  education  than  ever  before. 
A  number  of  students  from  the  county  are  enrolled  in  the  higher 
institutions  of  learning.  For  the  term  of  1911-12  and  again  for  the 
term  of  1912-13  the  county  has  been  awarded  by  the  Pennsylvania 
State  College  one  of  the  McAllister  Scholarships  given  to  the  five 
counties  having  the  largest  enrollment  of  students  in  proportion  to 
the  population.  In  addition  to  these  the  Hon.  Charles  R.  Barclay  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  former  Congressman  from  this  district,  has 
endowed  four  scholarships  in  the  same  institution,  one  to  be  awarded 
each  year  as  the  result  of  competitive  examinations  open  to  residents 
of  Cameron  county. 

The  Forty-tiflh  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  at  Emporium, 
October  23  to  27.  The  following  instructors  deserve  much  credit 
for  giving  us  a  pleasant  and  profitable  week:  Dr.  G.  L.  Omwake, 
Vice  President  of  Ursinus  College;  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Steelton, 
Pa.;  Supt.  A.  S.  Martin,  Norristown,  Pa.  and  Prof.  Chas.  A.  Dobson, 
Kutztown,  Pa.  The  attractions  for  the  evenings  were  as  follows: 
The  Comonwealth  Male  Quartette,  Mr,  Chas.  F.  Underbill,  Gov. 
Robert  B.  Glenn  and  the  Fellow  Singei's.  The  course  was  very  ac- 
ceptable to  teachers  and  the  general  public.  Two  very  successful 
local  institutes  were  held  during  the  term. 
4—6—1912 
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TLi(*  Siiperiuteudent  persoually  conducted  the  exaniiuatioujs  lor 
eighth  grade  students.  These  examinations  showed  that  there  was 
some  very  satisfactory  work  done  in  the  schools  but  there  was  a 
larger  percentage  of  failures  than  Aras  expected.  We  look  for  better 
work  next  year. 

The  three  high  schools  held  public  commencement  exercises:  Ship- 
pen  township,  April  25,  graduating  one  boy  and  five  girls;  Emporium, 
May  8,  graduating  three  boys  and  nine  girls;  Driftwood,  May  10, 
graduating  four  boys  and  two  girls.  These  exercises  were  all  well 
attended.  Principal  Harry  M.  Shaeffer  of  the  Clarion  Normal  School 
was  the  speaker  at  the  Shippen  commencement  and  Dr.  E.  A.  Noble, 
President  of  Dickinson  College,  at  the  Emporium  commencement. 

The  Superintendent  visited  all  of  the  schools  in  the  county  three 
times,  a  majority  of  them  four  times,  and  a  few  oftener.  One  of 
the  greatest  hindrances  to  progress  in  this  county  is  the  compara- 
tively large  number  of  very  small  schools  that  must  be  maintained  in 
order  to  accommodate  all  the  children  of  the  rural  communities.  In 
a  mountainous  section  such  as  ours  there  are  various  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  consolidation,  none  of  the  least  of  which  is  the  strong 
local  sentiment  in  opposition  to  the  closing  of  the  small  schools. 
The  rural  districts  are  thus  compelled  to  spend  so  much  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  school  that  they  find  little  money  for  increasing  their 
efficiency. 

In  conclusion  1  desire  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the 
teachers,  directors  and  citizens  for  co-operation,  encouragement  and 
help  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  valued  assist- 
ance and  advice. 


CAKBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Bevan. 


The  past  year  was  one  of  definite  progress  toward  improved  school 
conditions  and  better  school  results  in  most  of  the  districts  of  this 
connly.  There  were  many  indications  of  a  growing  school  sentiment 
in  rui-al  as  Avell  as  town  districts,  a  more  liberal  and  progressive 
policy  by  many  of  our  school  boards,  and  an  awakening  interest  in 
more  rational  methods  of  teaching  and  school  management  on  (he 
l»art  of  larger  proportion  of  our  teachers  than  heretofore  were  con- 
cerned in  this  vital  matter. 

School  Buildings. — Two  new  one-room  school  houses  were  opened 
for  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  term — one  at  Mechesville,  Penn  Forest 
township,  the  other  at  Bowmans,  East  Penn  township.     One  school 
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room  was  added  to  the  building  at  Hauto,  Maucb  Clnmk  township, 
and  a  flue  four-room  addition  was  to  tlie  Tresckow  building,  Banks 
township.  Besides  the  new  schools  tlius  provided  for,  one  teacher  was 
added  to  the  force  at  Lehigbton,  Mauch  Chunk  and  Weissport. 

High  Schools. — The  high  schools  in  jioint  of  attendance,  organiza- 
tion, curriculum,  teaching  efficiency  and  influence  for  good,  made  com- 
mendable progress  and  are  tilling  an  ever  enlarging  sphere  of  use- 
fulness in  their  several  districts.  A  new  high  school  was  established 
at  Weissport,  the  flrst  under  the  provision  of  the  School  Code,  requir- 
ing the  permission  of  the  State  Superintendent  and  the  County  Super- 
intendent for  this  purpose.  The  opening  of  a  new  grammar  school  in 
this  borough  made  it  possible  to  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of 
the  Code  relating  thereto.  The  interest  and  activity  shown  by  the 
school  board  of  this  borough  in  placing  this  school  upon  an  accredited 
bv'sis  deserve  our  hearly  c(»niniendation.  At  Lehighton  an  additional 
teacher  was  placed  in  the  high  school  thereby  relieving  the  super- 
vising  ])rincii)al  of  some  of  his  class  room  work.  At  Weatherly 
through  the  activity  of  the  new  supervising  principal  the  curriculum 
was  extended  and  so  adjusted  as  to  make  this  a  high  school  of  the 
second  grade  instead  of  the  third  grade  as  heretofore.  Typewriters 
were  added  to  the  equipment  of  this  school. 

The  effort  of  the  previous  year  to  raise  and  make  uniform  the 
stitndard  of  eighth  grade  requirements  for  admission  to  high  school 
and  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  teaching  in  the  high  schools  was 
continued  and  received  the  active  co-operation  of  the  several  prin- 
cipals of  these  schools.  The  official  visit  of  the  State  high  school 
Inspector,  Mr.  W.  if.  Dennison  in  May  to  all  of  our  high  schools  gave 
new  impetus  to  the  work  in  this  county. 

Graded  Schools. — The  work  of  the  graded  schools  was,  as  a  rule, 
satisfactory,  though  improvement  in  methods  and  results  should  still 
be  made.  Though  in  some  instances  the  teaching  was  mechanical, 
listless  and  aimless  on  the  whole  it  was  intelligent  and  reasonably 
effective.  The  efforts  of  our  supervising  principals  were  sensible  and 
practical  and  added  much  to  value  of  the  work  in  their  respective 
districts. 

Special  supervisors  wei-e  employed  in  several  districts:  of  drawing 
in  East  Mauch  Chunk;  music  in  Lehighton;  di'awing,  music  and 
stenography  in  Mauch  Chunk  boi-ough  and  in  Mauch  Chunk  township. 
Manual  training  and  domestic  science  were  tauglit  1m  the  teachers 
of  the  seventh  grade  in  Mauch  Chunk  township. 

Rural  Schools. — In  most  of  the  rural  schools  good  work  was  done, 
in  some  schools  it  was  excellent,  and  a  few  others  it  was  poor.  A 
better  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  State  Elementary  Course 
of  Study  and  a  more  intelligent  compliance  with  our  daily  recita- 


52  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc 

tion  program  have  helped  greatly  in  improving  the  organization  of 
these  schools,  in  systematizing  the  daily  class  work,  and  in  enlarging 
the  teacher's  outlook  of  the  aims  and  ends  of  teaching. 

The  subject  of  argriculture  was  taught  in  all  the  rural  schools. 
The  commendable  work  done  by  some  of  our  teachers  in  it  serves  to 
indicate  that  good  results  may  be  expected  in  every  school  in  the 
future.  The  teachers  in  Lehigh,  Packer  and  Upper  Towamensing 
townships  used  several  of  the  illustrated  lectures  sent  out  to  schools 
by  the  Philadelphia  Museums.  The  teachers  who  did  this  deserve  our 
hearty  commendation.  It  indicates  that  they  are  alive  to  the  neces- 
sity and  value  of  teaching  in  the  concrete  as  against  the  old-time  ab- 
stract text  book  recitation.  More  of  this  kind  of  work  is  expected 
and  will  be  strongly  encouraged  in  every  school. 

Arbor  Day  and  Parents'  Day  Avere  more  generally  observed  than 
ever  before.  Trees  and  shrubbery  were  planted  on  the  school  grounds 
and  appropriate  exercises  were  held.  We  expect  the  observance  of 
these  days  to  become  an  established  practice  in  all  schools.  The 
results  of  the  eighth  grade  examinations  showed  much  improvement 
over  previous  tests  in  such  necessary  respects  as  English,  orthography, 
penmanship  and  the  preparation  of  manuscript.  For  the  first  time 
there  was  used  in  all  the  rural  schools  a  monthly  report  to  parents. 
The  card  used  was  prepared  by  the  Superintendent  for  the  purpose 
of  making  this  practice  uniform,  for  the  country  child  needs  this 
incentive  to  effort  in  study,  and  the  rural  school  more  than  any  other 
needs  the  co-operation  of  home  and  school  in  the  child's  education. 

Supervision^ — ^In  the  visitation  of  schools  two  general  aims  were 
kept  in  view;  first  to  determine,  if  possible,  the  needs  of  every  school 
and  the  relative  efficiency  of  the  teacher  thereof ;  and  second  to  offer 
to  each  teacher  the  help,  information  and  inspiration  that  seemed 
to  be  most  needed.  Many  meetings  and  conferences  were  held  with 
small  bodies  of  teachers  in  order  to  give  this  help  in  the  most  direct 
and  effective  way.  In  these  meetings  the  strong  and  the  weak  phases 
of  the  work  were  pointed  out,  the  purpose  and  scope  of  the  elementary 
manual  were  discussed,  and  the  necessity  of  a  more  intelligent  ap- 
plication of  the  fundamental  principals  of  teaching  in  daily  practice 
were  emphasized.  Every  effort  was  made  to  co-operate  with  teachers 
and  principals  in  their  efl'orts  for  school  improvement,  and  all  agencies 
for  mutual  improvement  were  employed. 

The  County  Institute— Two  largely  attended  local  institutes  at 
Weatherly  and  Franklin,  and  other  educational  meetings  during  the 
year  were  valuable  aids.  The  elevation  of  the  professional  spirit  of 
the  teacher  and  of  teaching  power  through  the  medium  of  good  read- 
ing and  intelligent  practice  were  emphasized  in  all  these  meetings. 
English,  history.  j)enmanship,  geography,  method  in  teaching,  cor 
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relation,  agricnltiire,  school  libraries,  school  equipment  and  school 
and  home  associations  were  some  of  the  subjects  discussed.  At  each 
of  the  high  school  commencements  and  other  closing  exercises  the 
Superintendent  endeavored  to  point  out  to  the  people  the  necessity 
of  closer  affiliation  of  home  and  school  and  the  far  reaching  influence 
of  the  child's  environment  upon  his  aims  and  eft'orts  in  life. 

School  Directors. — The  Eighth  Annual  Convention  of  School  Di- 
rectors on  October  25th  was  an  excellent  meeting.  The  addresses 
State  Superintendent  Schaeffer  and  Superintendent  Wm.  G.  Cleaver, 
of  Elkins  l*ark,  Pa.,  were  able  and  intensely  practical  in  their  ap- 
plication. The  stirring  talks  of  Mr.  David  J.  Pearsall  of  Mauch 
Chunk  and  of  W.  G.  Thomas,  Esq.,  of  Lansford,  as  delegates  to  the 
State  Convention,  were  an  inspiration  to  all  our  directors.  A  con- 
ference of  the  directors  and  principals  of  the  larger  districts  of  the 
county  on  manual  training  and  domestic  science  as  provided  for  in 
the  Code  was  also  held  and  was  well  attended.  The  cost  and  other 
conditions  essential  to  the  introduction  of  these  additions  to  the  cur- 
riculum were  fully  discussed.  Good  results  may  be  expected  from 
this  meeting. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  the  growing  interest  of  school  directors  in 
every  section  of  the  county  in  every  thing  that  pertains  to  the  duties 
of  their  office  and  the  commendable  intelligence  shown  by  them  in 
the  performance  of  the  same.  Much  may  be  expected  in  the  future 
when  intelligence,  good  judgment,  and  an  enduring  desire  for  the 
best  attainable  advantages  for  the  education  of  our  children  shall 
actuate  every  school  board  in  its  management  of  the  schools  under 
its  care. 

The  labors  of  the  year  have  been  lightened  and  school  interests 
promoted  by  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  press  and  the  people  of 
the  county  in  all  the  efforts  of  school  officers  for  the  advancement 
of  public  school  opportunity  and  efficiency. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— David  O.  Etters. 


Another  year  of  school  activities  has  ended ;  and  while  the  re- 
sults in  some  instances  are  not  all  that  we  could  wish  they  were,  yet  in 
the  main  they  can  be  truthfully  pronounced  satisfactory. 

Since  the  teacher  is  the  dominant  factor  of  the  school,  the  neces- 
sity for  stronger  scholarship  and  special  training  has  been  em- 
phasized at  every  opportunity.    And  this  not  without  result,  for  many 
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of  our  younger  teachers  are  seeking  special  preparation  in  training 
schools;  while  many  of  the  more  active  teachers  are  getting  great 
good  from  the  summer  assemblies.  Forty-two  of  our  teachers  were 
enrolled  as  members  of  the  summer  school  at  State  College;  while 
probably  a  dozen  more  attended  the  summer  session  at  the  Lock 
Haven  Normal.  Then  too  the  teachers'  reading  course  is  doing  its 
full  share  to  promote  instructional  efficiency.  Nearly  two  hundred 
teachers  carried  the  reading  course  during  the  past  year.  The  num- 
bers constituting  the  course  were,  Colgrove's  "The  Teacher  and  the 
School,"  "'Two  Centuries  of  Penn's  History,"  Sharpless;  and  Shakes- 
peare's Henry  VITI. 

We  now  have  three  first  grade  and  thirteen  third  grade  high  schools, 
all  in  a  healthy  state  and  i)ursuing  a  carefully  prescribed  schedule  of 
work.  State  College  added  a  commercial  course  to  her  high  school 
and  also  introduced  manual  training  and  domestic  science.  Belle- 
fonte  has  planned  to  introduce  the  same  lines  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  school  year,  in  September. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  at  Bellefonte,  November  13-17,  and 
was  fully  attended.  The  instructors  were  Deputy  State  Superintend- 
ent K.  B.  Teitrick,  Harrisburg;  Dr.  S.  L.  Krebs,  Swarthmore,  Pa.; 
Dr.  S.  E.  Weber,  State  College,  Pa. ;  Superintendent  W.  M.  Pearce, 
Eidgeway,  Pa.  and  Prof.  Smith  Burnham,  West  Chester,  Pa.  The 
Institute  was  pronounced  highly  successful  by  all  interested. 

The  Directors'  Asociation  met  in  convention,  November  15-16. 
The  Association  was  addressed  by  Superintendent  Teitrick,  Dr.  Krebs, 
Dr.  Weber,  Superintendent  Pearce,  Prof.  Burnham  and  by  David  F. 
Fortney,  Esq.,  Bellefonte,  Pa. 

The  meeting  Avas  well  attended,  and  the  feeling  seemed  to  be 
general  that  the  gathering  was  one  of  the  very  best  of  its  kind, 
ever  held  in  the  county. 

In  some  sections  the  attendance  was  seriously  interrupted  by  an 
epidemic  of  measles,  in  other  ])laces  it  was  mumps  or  chicken  pox 
that  interfered.  The  quarantine  against  these  diseases  seems  to  do 
little  good,  since  the  young  are  not  prevented  from  meeting  and 
mingling  in  church,  Sunday  School  and  on  the  street.  For  some  of 
these  diseases  the  quarantine  Avould  seem  to  be  unnecessarily  long. 

We  heartily  indorse  the  School  Code  for  M'e  are  strong  in  the  be- 
lief that  with  a  full  and  fair  trial,  it  will  fortify  our  school  system 
on  greatly  advanced  ground. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  make  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the 
splendid  loyalty  and  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  the  active  support 
of  the  directors,  and  the  kindly  assistance  of  the  State  Department. 
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CHP^STER  COUNTY— G.  W.  Moore. 


The  general  advance  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been 
satisfactory.  Increased  professional  zeal  among  our  teachers  and 
school  otlieers  has  been  apparent.  The  features  of  the  year  were  a 
meeting  of  all  our  higli  school  i)rincipals  early  in  the  year.  The  meet- 
ing was  addressed  both  morning  and  afternoon  by  High  School  In- 
spector C  D.  Koch,  who  was  ke]»t  busy  answering  questions  relative 
to  courses  of  study,  substitutes,  grading  of  the  schools,  etc.  This 
meeting  which  was  an  experiment  was  very  satisfactory  and  helpful. 
It  was  attended  by  all  our  principals  except  one  who  was  unavoid- 
ably absent. 

institute. 

Our  annual  County  Institute  was  up  to  the  usual  standard  of  ex- 
cellence. The  instructors  were  Dr.  George  Morris  Philips,  W.  C. 
K.  N.  S. ;  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Dr.  Charles  Keyes,  Prof.  McHenry  Mit- 
chell instructed  classes  in  penmanship.  This  was  the  second  yeai 
for  this  special  work  and  it  was  highly  appreciated  by  our  teachers. 
The  annual  spelling  contest  for  the  pupils  of  the  county  creates  great 
interest.  Directors'  Day,  Thursday,  was  most  interesting  and  help- 
ful. An  unusual  attendance  was  present  that  afternoon  and  at  the 
close  of  the  session  an  accident  occurred  which,  as  far  as  we  know, 
is  without  parallel. 

Falling  Floor  Injures  Thirty-Four. 

By  the  dropping  of  a  concrete  floor  in  the  front  vestibule  of  the 
high  school  building  on  North  Church  street,  West  Chester,  yester- 
day afternoon,  thirty-four  were  shot  down  into  a  well-like  space  a 
dozen  feet  deep. 

Half  of  them  were  hurt,  some  seriously.  Injuries  consisted  mainly 
of  broken  legs,  sprained  ankles  and  contusions,  in  addition  to  in- 
ternal hurts. 

Rotten  joists  in  tlio  Hoor  had  caused  the  accident,  they  being  of 
wood. 

It  was  Directors'  Day  and  nearly  a  thousand  persons  had  crowded 
into  the  building  to  attend  the  exercises  of  the  Chester  County  Teach- 
ers' Institute.  At  the  close  of  the  afternoon  session,  about  half  after 
four  o'clock,  the  people  were  hurrying  out.  Those  at  the  head  of  tlie 
line  rushed  down  the  stairway  from  the  auditorium  lobby  opposite 
the  office  of  the  borough  superintendent.    At  the  foot  of  the  stairway 
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they  reached  a  landing  with  a  board  floor  and  crossed  this  ia  safely 
to  the  concrete  floor  which  lies  just  outside  the  front  doors,  but 
within  the  iron  folding  gates. 

A  few  of  the  leaders  crossed  this  concrete  section,  with  its  marble 
tiling,  but  it  cracked  beneath  them  as  they  hastened.  Then  when  the 
full  force  of  a  dense  crowd  came  upon  it,  the  pavement  went  down, 
carrying  the  crowd  with  it.  As  it  fell  it  broke  into  sections,  but  by 
the  presence  of  mind  of  some  persons,  the  pieces  of  the  floor  were 
kept  from  burying  any  one  beneath  them.  A  bevy  of  colored  teachers 
occupied  the  centre  of  the  group. 

Others  who  followed  them  paused  on  the  brink  of  the  opening,  and 
the  word  was  given  to  those  behind  that  they  should  stop  crowding. 
Rescue  parlies  were  formed  at  once. 

The  fire  companies  of  the  town  rendered  prompt  and  noble  assist- 
ance. The  seriously  injured  were  promptly  removed  to  the  hospitals' 
and  those  less  seriously  hurt  were  sent  to  their  respective  homes  in 
automobiles  which  were  placed  at  our  services  in  unusually  large 
numbers.  We  ai-e  glad  to  report  that  there  were  no  fatalities  result- 
ing from  this  strange  but  serious  acident.  Nearly  all  have  recovered 
from  their  injuries  and  we  trust  the  few  more  seriously  injured  may 
all  recover. 

Phoenixville  High  School. 

One  of  the  best  high  school  buildings  in  the  county  was  built  during 
the  past  year.  It  is  built  entirely  of  concrete  and  very  complete  in 
all  its  appointments.  This  building  was  dedicated  to  the  cause  of 
popular  education.  Dr.  Schmucker,  Dr.  Philips  and  others  made 
addresses. 


CLARION  COUNTY— N.  E.  Heeter. 


Educational  Meetings. 

In  submitting  our  fourth  annual  report  on  the  progress  of  the 
schools  of  the  county,  we  have  nothing  phenomenal  to  relate.  The 
growth  in  educational  sentiment  and  school  spirit  have  been  satis- 
factory and  the  actual  results  in  the  school-room  have  been  encourag- 
ing. We  have  been  making  a  strenuous  effort  to  awake  more  interest 
and  enthusiasm  in  the  public  schools  in  the  country  districts  and 
during  the  past  year  held  thirty-three  local  institutes  in  as  many 
school  districts  in  the  county.  We  aim  to  get  the  teachers,  parents, 
pupils  and  directors  together  in  those  meetings  and  discuss  among 
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ourselves  problems  that  are  of  vital  interest  to  the  school  and  to  the 
eommimity.  The  following  subjects  were  discussed  in  practically 
every  institute  that  Avas  held:  Agriculture  in  the  Kural  Schools; 
Minimum  Requirements  for  High  School  Entrance;  Public  School 
Improvements  and  the  Course  of  Study  for  the  Elementary  Schools 
of  the  State.  In  addition  to  these  subjects  others  of  local  interest 
were  discussed. 

The  results  of  carrying  the  campaign  for  better  schools  to  the  very 
threshold  of  rural  homes  have  l)eeu  to  establish  a  better  feeling  and 
relation  between  teacher  and  parent,  to  make  the  school  more  of  a 
social  center,  to  arouse  the  country  folk  to  a  deeper  realization  of  the 
need  of  better  educational  advantages  in  the  country  districts  and  to 
have  the  people  appreciate  the  need  of  well  equipped,  sanitary,  well 
ventilated,  well  heated  and  well  lighted  school  buildings.  As  a  result 
of  all  this  we  have  more  repairing  of  buildings,  more  beautifying  of 
buildings  and  grounds,  and  more  money  expended  for  supplies  and 
apparatus  than  ever  before.  Agriculture  has  been  introduced 
into  at  least  half  of  the  rural  schools  and  the  course  of  study  for  the 
State  is  being  followed.  The  teachers  are  arousing  interest  in  a  high 
school  education  and  our  sixteen  high  schools  are  growing  and  thriv- 
ing. 

High  School  Entrance  Examinations. 

During  the  month  of  April  we  held  in  the  county  seventeen  high 
school  entrance  examinations  in  which  we  examined  over  three  hun- 
dred applicants  largely  from  districts  in  which  no  high  school  is 
maintained  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  qualified  for  high  school 
work.  Practically  all  the  pupils  on  the  east  side  of  the  Clarion  river 
now  have  comparatively  easy  access  to  a  high  school,  but  there  are 
several  districts  on  the  west  side,  which  have  not  provided  high 
school  advantages  for  their  pupils  and  if  they  get  high  school  train- 
ing they  must  go  away  from  homo  and  board.  Highland  township 
is  contemplating  establishing  a  high  school  this  year.  This  will  give 
high  school  advantages  to  a  class  of  boys  and  girls  who  would  not 
be  able  to  continue  their  studies  beyond  the  common  branches,  if 
the  high  school  were  not  provided. 

School  Visitations.  ^ 

Every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  by  the  Superintendent  dur- 
ing the  year  and  every  posible  effort  was  made  to  strengthen  the  weak 
sp(»ts.  We  found  but  two  or  three  schools  in  the  county  in  which  the 
instruction  and  discipline  were  of  a  very  inferior  nature.  Directors 
are  always  informed  concerning  teachers  whose  work  is  not  satis- 
factorv  and  they  are  usually  supplanted  by  strong  capable  teachers. 
We  are  continually  eliminating  from  our  ranks  those  teachers  who 
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have  proved  themselves  to  be  incompetent  and  are  permitting  none 
to  enter  the  profession  on  provisional  certificates  except  those  who 
are  highly  qualified  in  the  branches.  Practically  all  of  our  teachers 
have  had  some  professional  training. 

County  Institute. 

As  usual  the  County  Institute  was  the  big  educational  event  of  the 
year.  Our  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  Frauk  Green  of  West  Chester 
State  ^'ormal  School;  Dr.  Clias.  Gordinier  of  Shippeusburg  State 
Normal  School;  Dr.  J.  Geo.  IJecht,  Secretary  of  State  Board  of 
Education;  Dr.  M.  P.  Shawkey,  State  Superintendent  of  W.  Va. ; 
Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  State  High  School  Inspector  and  Miss  Mina  F. 
Decker  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School.  Miss  Edna  Neil  of 
Bradford,  Pa.,  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  evening  attractions 
were:  Monday,  The  Clifton  Mallory  Company;  Tuesday,  L.  B.  Wick- 
ersham;  Wednesday,  The  Onondaga  Indian  Band  and  Thursday, 
Richmond  Pearson  Hobson.  The  Institute  was  up  to  its  usual  high 
standard  and  the  teachers  were  highly  pleased  with  the  work. 

The   Directors'    Convention. 

The  Directors'  Annual  Convention  convened  during  the  week  of 
the  County  Institute.  A  good  attendance  of  directors  resulted  and 
a  profitable  and  interesting  program  was  rendered.  The  following 
subjects  were  discussed:  The  Present  Status  of  the  Pennsylvania 
High  School,  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch;  The  New  Code  Methods  of  School 
Administration,  Dr.  M.  P.  Shawkey;  School  Improvements,  Miss 
Emma  Henry;  Influence  of  a  High  School  in  a  Community,  Dr.  H. 
F.  Earsemen;  The  Relation  of  the  State  Board  to  the  Country  School, 
Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— W.  E.  Tobias. 


The  school  work  in  Clearfield  county  during  the  year  has  been 
moving  along  in  the  regular  channel ;  hence  there  is  little  new  to 
report.  The  year's  work  in  the  main  has  been  successful.  The  schools 
have  increased  since  the  last  report  from  509  to  537.  The  attendance 
has  been  better  during  the  term  than  during  any  preceding  year. 
This  is  due  in  part  io  the  njore  rigid  enforcement  of  the  compulsory 
law.  A  number  of  our  boards  enforced  this  law  very  rigidly  and  a 
number  of  fines   were  imi)osed.     Five  hundred   iuid   one  pupils  at- 
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tended  eveiT  day  diiriug  the  term  without  being  tardy.  These  were 
given  certificates  of  attendance.  Eighth  grade  examinations  were 
held  for  the  districts  which  liave  no  high  school.  Pupils  who  made  the 
required  grades  were  granted  diplomas  showing  that  they  had  com- 
pleted the  common  school  branches.  One  hundred  and  ten  diplo 
mas  of  this  kind  were  granted.  Majiy  of  these  pupils  will  enter 
one  of  the  high  schools  of  the  county.  We  had  in  operation  dm-- 
ing  the  year  sixteen  high  schools,  eight  in  the  boroughs  and  eight 
in  the  townships.  Each  of  these  graduated  classes  numbering  from 
?,  to  80.  Clearfield  borough  graduated  a  class  of  'JG.  the  largest 
class  in  the  history  of  the  Clearfield  schools.  Several  of  the  town- 
ship high  schools  graduated  large  classes.  The  work  done  in  these 
schools  Avill  compare  favorably  with  that  of  the  work  in  the  larger 
boroughs.  Each  high  school  in  the  county  held  commencement  ex- 
ercises A\'hich  Avere  well  attended  by  the  patrons.  High  school  senti- 
ment is  growing  in  Clearfield  county;  especially  in  the  country 
districts.     We  feel  proud  of  the  work  the  high  schools  are  doing. 

The  standard  of  our  teachers  is  being  raised.  The  number  of 
normal  and  college  graudates  teaching  in  the  county  is  increasing 
each  year;  this  is  a  good  sign. 

The  Superintendent  made  540  school  visits  during  the  year.  There 
are  so  many  schools  in  the  county  that  in  order  to  get  into  each 
school  it  is  necessary  to  visit  more  than  five  schools  each  day;  con- 
sequently it  is  necessary  to  make  these  visits  short  in  order  to  get 
around.  We  feel  the  need  for  assistants.  We  hope  the  coming  legis- 
lature will  make  the  appropriation  for  the  salaries  of  the  assistants 
provided  by  the  New  Code.  The  great  need  of  the  rural  schools  is 
closer  supervision. 

Two  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  Cooper  erected 
a  two-roomed  building  at  Drifting  and  Boggs  a  four-roomed  build- 
ing at  Blue  Ball.  These  are  fine  brick  buildings  and  are  a  credit  to 
the  districts  to  which  they  belong.  Some  improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  dillerent  districts  in  the  way  of  beautifying  and  improv- 
ing the  school  grounds.  We  hope  to  do  more  in  this  direction  next 
year. 

The  Directors'  Convention  and  flu-  County  Teachers'  Institute  wci-e 
hold  during  the  week  preceding  Cliristmas.  Both  meetings  were  well 
attended.  This  is  especially  ti-ue  of  the  Teachers'  Institute.  Ninety 
eight  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  were  present.  JOight  local  institutes 
were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  These  meetings  were  made 
as  informal  as  possible  and  were  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  ques- 
tions arising  in  the  daily  work  of  the  teacher.  The  local  institutes 
are  especially  beneficial  to  the  new  teachers. 
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CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskey. 


The  work  of  another  school  year  being  completed,  it  becomes  my 
pleasant  duty  to  report  a  year  of  great  activity  and  progi'ess. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  School  Code  brought  with  it  many 
changes  in  the  school  boards  of  the  county. 

Three  Independent  school  districts  were  abolished  and  the  total 
number  of  directors  of  the  county  reduced  to  one  huudred  and  forty. 
Of  this  number  seventy-three  were  new  men  chosen  in  the  November 
election  of  1911.  Believing  the  New  Code  would  entail  added  duties 
to  the  work  of  school  administration,  thereby  commanding  more 
time  than  private  business  would  permit,  many  of  the  old  directors 
refused  re-nomination  at  the  hands  of  their  people. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  report  the  substantial  progress  made  in 
all  lines  of  school  work  throughout  the  year. 

We  are  not  unmindful  of  the  valuable  service  rendered  by  retiring 
school  boards,  and  of  the  j)ersonal  interest  manifested  by  the  new 
boards  now  in  charge. 

The  spirit  of  improvement  has  spread  throughout  the  county  like 
[contagion.  School  buildings  have  been  repainted  und  papered; 
modern  heating  plants  installed,  and  drinking  fountains  put  in 
where  the  buildings  are  in  touch  with  town  water  systems ;  concrete 
walks  laid  and  trees  planted.    New  flag-poles  erected. 

Two  new  school  buildings  are  in  course  of  erectiou,  oue  a  single 
room  building  at  Fairpoint  in  Bald  Eagle  to^vTiship  and  the  other 
at  Mackeyville  in  Lamar  township.  The  latter  is  a  two-roomed  build- 
ing. Both  are  incased  in  brick  and  ^^all  have  all  modern  apparatus. 
Flemington  is  adding  a  new  room  to  their  building  to  increase  the 
capacity  of  their  high  school. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  has  been  steadily  on  the 
increase  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  the  leniency 
indulged  in  one  or  two  rural  districts  in  the  compulsory  attendance? 
act. 

Our  borough  and  township  high  schools  continue  to  grow  more 
popular  each  year,  as  has  been  evidenced  by  the  increased  enroll- 
ment. Through  this  agency  the  rural  communities  can  be  interested 
and  aroused  in  the  education  of  their  children  when  the  lack  of  funds 
debar  them  from  other  advanced  schools.  Clinton  county  has  eleven 
high  schools  so  distributed  throughout  ihe  county  that  most  students 
jtnay  sleep  under  their  home  roof  at  night. 
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The  standard  of  efficiency  has  been  so  far  advanced  that  mo»t 
rural  schools  have  the  advantage  of  trained  teachers  for  all  grades' 
of  work.  While  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  entire  number  are 
graduates  of  State  Normal  schools,  the  majority  of  the  others  have 
had  Normal  or  College  training.  The  teachers  have  been  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Could  parents  be  brought  to  realize  the 
value  and  helpfulness  of  co-operation  with  the  teachers,  greater 
things  can  yet  be  accomplished  for  the  school. 

Local  institutes  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county  have  been  a 
means  in  bringing  parents  in  touch  and  sympathy  with  the  public 
school.    These  meetings  have  been  Avell  attended. 

In  order  to  bring  the  instructions  of  the  Code  before  the  teachers 
and  to  give  young  teachers  the  opportunity  of  putting  into  practice 
the  lessons  taught  the  County  Institute  was  held  isi  the  week  of 
November  6th.  Every  teacher  of  the  county,  but  one,  was  present. 
The  interest  manifested  by  the  general  public  was  a  stimulus  to  the 
convention.  The  instructors  were  the  following :  Dr.  Flickinger,  Dr. 
Corson,  Dr.  Green  and  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch.  The  music  was  in  charge 
of  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder. 

Evening  entertainments  and  lectures  as  follows:  Dr.  Ott^  Dr. 
]Maguire,  Hon.  J.  A.  Loring  and  Dudley  Buck  Company. 

From  the  many  kind  things  said  of  the  Institute  we  are  led  t(» 
believe  it  a  success. 

Number  of  provisional  certificates  issued,  fifty-seven;  number  re- 
jected, thirty-eight.  Number  of  professional  certificates  issued  dur- 
ing the  year,  eight. 

During  the  year  the  County  Superintendent  made  352  visits  to 
the  schools.  104  directors  accompanied  the  Superintendent  to  the 
different  schools.    Total  number  of  citizens  met  in  the  schools,  225. 

Many  of  the  schools  have  been  visited  by  Mothers'  Clubs  and  var- 
ious home  organizations. 

Some  of  the  schools  have  secured  book-cases  through  ''soap  orders" 
taken  up  with  the  aid  of  Parents'  Clubs. 

Tenth  annual  session  of  Clinton  County  Directors'  Association  was> 
held  in  the  court  house  January  11,  1912.  Nearly  every  director  of 
the  county  was  present.  The  sijeakcvs  wei-c  Dr.  Flickinger  and  Dr. 
George  M.  Philips.  The  latter  gave  the  "Stor\-  of  the  Code."  Five 
of  our  directors  attended  the  State  Directors'  Convention  at  Harris- 
burg  on  Febi-uary  1  and  2. 

The  death  of  Dr.  J.  li.  P'lickinger  on  February  IT,  1912  cast  a 
shadow  over  our  county.  His  scholarly  attainments  and  great  execu- 
tive ability  sui)plemented  with  a  kind  heart  made  him  a  friend  to 
every  teacher  in  the  county.  He  was  always  ready  to  co-operate  with 
the  teachers  in  our  county  and  local  institute  work.     On  Tnosdav 


62  '  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.   Doc. 

evening  of  the  Count}^  Institute  he  invited  the  teachers  to  be  the 
guests  of  the  Normal  School  in  an  evening  banquet  which  was  greatly 
enjoyed  by  all. 

The  members  of  Central  State  Normal  School  faculty  have  been 
liberal  in  contributing  to  the  success  of  every  educational  meeting 
held  within  the  county.  We  feel  under  obligation  t(»  theuj  for  their 
support. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  made  pleasant  by  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  directors,  teachers  and  the  county  newspapers.  Thanks 
are  due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  advice  and  su])- 
port  given  us  in  our  superintendency. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  general  public  for  assistance  rendered  and 
recognition  accorded  our  efforts. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Wm.   W.   Evans. 


Generally  speaking,  we  have  had  a  good  year.  Our  teachers  mani- 
fested a  splendid  spirit,  the  directors  during  the  tirst  half  of  the 
year,  as  well  as  those  during  the  latter  half,  have  been  progressive. 
Considering  the  difificulties  attendant  upon  the  application  of  the 
new  School  Code,  they  have  done  better  than  we  had  expected. 

The  November  election  caused  some  strenuous  campaigning  in 
several  districts  thus  indicating  that  the  people  are  deei)ly  in- 
terested in  their  schools.  In  some  districts  the  citizens  were  disap- 
pointed in  the  election;  this  was  largely  because  they  did  not  under- 
stand the  new  methods  of  making  nominations  which  emphasizes  the 
need  of  more  practical  instruction  in  local  government.  We  are 
pleased  to  report  that  on  the  whole  our  i)eople  have  selected  an  ex- 
cellent body  of  directors. 

One  indication  that  our  schools  are  improving  in  elticiency  is  the 
increasing  number  of  applicants  for  schools.  A  few  years  ago  there 
were  not  enough  qualified  teachers  to  supply  the  demand;  now  we 
have  a  surplus.  We  regret  to  say  that  many  of  our  directors  do  not 
yet  realize  the  terrible  loss  to  the  children  due  to  a  too  freipient 
change  of  teachers,  but  conditions  are  improving  in  this  respect. 

In  the  majority  of  our  districts  there  is  a  growing  tendency  to 
make  school  surroundings  attractive  and  comfortable.  Many  con- 
crete porches  have  been  erected,  buildings  have  been  painted  and 
grounds  improved,  so  that   in   about  half  the  districts   the  school 
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liouse  is  no  longer  a  public  ej'esore,  but  it  is  an  object  of  community' 
pride.  The  directors  in  Mifflin  deserve  special  mention  for  having 
put  every  building  in  a  condition  equal  to  the  average  home.  Twelve 
Waterburv  heating  and  ventilating  plants  were  installed  in  Conyng- 
ham  and  one  in  Main  during  the  year.  The  Catawissa  borough  direct- 
ors made  improvements  to  their  buildings.  Beaver  built  a  frame 
house  which  is  well  adapted  for  their  high  school.  Berwick  built 
a  thoroughly  modern  eight  room  brick  building,  which  reflects  credit 
upon  the  town  and  the  directors. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Novem- 
ber 6th,  and  was  fully  up  to  the  standard.  The  instructors  were  Dr. 
D.  J.  AYaller,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Byron  King,  Supt.  Charles  Lose, 
Supt.  J.  E.  Rees  Killgore  and  Prof.  0,  H.  Yetter.  The  lecture  course 
consisted  of  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  ''The  Spenders;"  Strickland  W. 
Gililan,  "A  sample  Case  of  Humor;"  Ernest  Gambel  Concert  Party 
and  Dr.  Harvey  W.  Wiley  "Pure  Food." 

An  interesting  meeting  of  the  directors  was  held  on  Thursday  of 
institute  week,  about  seventy-five  being  present.  Their  regular  meet- 
ing was  held  on  March  16th  and  was  attended  by  one  hundred 
twenty-six  directors.  About  half  of  whom  were  accompanied  by  their 
wives.  The  speakers  were  J.  H.  Eisenhauer,  Harry  S.  Barton,  Dr. 
Waller,  William  C.  Hosier,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Hon.  Nathan  C. 
Schaefifer,  Bruce  Bower  and  James  C.  Brown.  As  usual  the  banquet 
was  a  most  enjoyable  occasion. 

Our  local  teachers  meeting  and  district  institutes  were  the  best 
we  have  ever  had,  both  in  respect  to  attendance  and  good  accom- 
plished. Seven  meetings  of  the  County  Association  were  held  with 
an  average  attendance  of  a  hundred  thirty-five.  This  organization 
has  been  the  means  of  initiating  many  excellent  movements.  During 
the  year  we  have  emphasized  the  use  of  the  King  road  drag  as  a 
means  of  education;  Babcock  milk  testers  are  used  in  all  township 
high  schools;  plain  sewing  was  done  in  many  of  the  common  schools, 
"while  the  lady  graduates  of  the  Sugarloaf  high  school  made  their 
commencement  gowns  during  school  intermission.  Corn  was  studied 
and  tested  in  many  of  our  schools.  All  these  things,  beside  the 
purely  scholastic  subjects,  were  fully  discussed  by  the  teachers  in  our 
County  Association.  Several  members  of  our  Normal  School  Faculty 
rendered  us  valuable  assistance  in  these  meetings,  as  well  as  in  the 
district  institutes. 

In  several  districts  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  patrons 
'to  unite  with  the  teachers  for  mutual  benefit.  In  Bloomsburg,  Cata- 
wissa, Millville  and  Madison  very  promising  school  and  home  leagues 
were  organized  and  monthly  meetings  held. 

In  order  t«  provide  for  the  country  and  village  people  the  stlmuluvi 
which  cajo  r.oaane  only  through  an  inspiring  lecture,  we  organized  what 
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is  known  as  the  County  Alumni  Lyceum.  Through  this  means  we 
seek  to  unite  the  churches,  Sunday  Schools,  teachers  and  lodges 
under  the  leadership  of  the  high  school  and  its  alumni.  We  ex- 
perienced little  difficulty  in  establishing  the  followiuix  stations  in 
the  circuit:  '  Buckhorn,  Benton,  St.  James,  Jerseytowi;,  Beaver  Val- 
ley, Hidlays,  Milville,  Miifllinville,  Mainville,  Numedia,  Catawissa, 
Jamison  City,  Orangeville,  Kulp  and  Centralia.  The  committee  at 
each  of  these  places  pledged  to  pay  the  price  of  a  lecturer  and  his 
expenses.  Dr.  F.  P.  Jolly  delivered  the  first  number,  "The  Jolly  Side 
of  Life."  At  each  place  the  idea  was  well  received  and  was  such  a 
financial  success  that  we  shall  have  a  regular  lecture  course  for  these 
people  next  year. 

Our  county  debate  continues  to  be  very  popular  and  do  much  good. 
The  county  championship  was  won  bj  Harriet  Bangs,  Roy  Girard 
and  Warren  Kelchner,  members  of  the  Greenwood  township  high 
school. 

In  conclusion,  we  feel  very  grateful  to  the  teachers  and  directors 
for  the  willingness  with  which  they  have  aided  us  in  every  way  pos- 
sible. We  appreciate  the  value  of  the  assistance  which  the  county 
press  has  rendered  to  the  cause  of  education.  We  are  thankful  to 
the  members  of  the  State  Department  of  Education  for  their  friendly 
attitude  and  hearty  co-operation. 


CRAW^FORD  COUNTY— P.  D.  Blair. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  change.  Changes  were  made  in  the 
laws,  about  two  hundred  new  school  directors  were  elected,  also  a 
new  Superintendent,  yet  much  has  been  accomplished  and  it  has  been 
a  fairly  successful  year  in  our  schools. 

There  was  difficulty  in  becoming  acquainted  with  the  new  law  but 
when  the  school  boards  were  supplied  with  copies  they  very  generally 
and  very  readily  adapted  themselves  and  the  schools  to  the  changes 
in  the  law. 

The  Superintendent  made  418  visits  in  390  of  the  schools  during 
the  year.  Eighteen  jmblic  teachers'  examinations  were  held,  over 
800  candidates  for  certificates  were  examined  and  52  were  rejected. 
Five  hundred  and  thirteen  eighth  grade  pupils  were  examined  and 
three  hundred  and  twelve  were  granted  common  school  diplomas. 

The  course  of  Study  for  the  Elementary  Schools  of  Pennsylvania 
prepared  by  the  State  Department  is  now  used  in  our  schools  and 
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examinations  based  on  this  course  were  given  in  the  schools  at  the 
middle  and  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  the  reports  of  these  examina- 
tions were  filed  in  the  Superintendent's  office. 

A  Principals  and  High  School  Teachers'  Association  was  organized 
in  October  and  three  very  profitable  meetings  were  held  during  the 
year. 

The  Crawford  County  School  Directors'  Association  was  organized 
on  January  4th.  This  Avas  the  first  directors'  convention  held  in 
this  county  for  the  consideration  of  school  questions  in  many  years 
and  about  200  of  the  2S0  directors  of  the  county  were  present  and 
listened  attentively  to  the  following  speakers:  State  Superintendent 
N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  Henry  E.  Pattengill,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Prin. 
Frank  E.  Baker  and  others. 

The  61st  Annual  Session  of  the  County  Institute  was  held  duriug 
the  week  of  January  1-5.  The  speakers  were  especially  strong  and 
the  session  proved  a  very  interesting  and  successful  one.  The  follow 
ing  speakers  took  part  in  the  program:  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaefller,  Hon. 
H.  R.  Pattengill,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Prof.  Chas.  A.  Dobson,  Dr. 
J.  K.  Roberts,  Pro.  Edwin  Lee,  Mr.  C.  D.  Higby,  Prin.  Frank  E.  Baker, 
Prof.  M.  E.  Bennett,  Prin.  Frank  I.  Mairs,  Dr.  F.  C.  Lockwood. 

The  following  were  the  evening  numbers :  Lecture,  Dr.  J.  Everist 
Cathell;  concert,  The  Anita  Ladies'  Orchestra;  lecture,  Hon.  Frank  J. 
Cannon  ;  concert.  The  Schildkret  Hungarian  Orchestra. 

One  of  the  special  features  of  the  institute  was  an  exhibit  of  the 
work  done  in  the  various  schools  in  the  county. 

In  addition  to  the  meetings  mentioned  above  a  number  of  district, 
local  and  farmers'  institutes  were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  county 
with  more  or  less  success. 

Our  28  townships  and  borough  high  schools  were  inspected  by 
State  Inspector  Thomas  S.  March  and  we  feel  certain  that  his  work 
will  greatl}'  aid  in  raising  the  standard  of  these  schools. 

Many  of  our  boards  are  making  decided  improvements  in  the  school 
grounds  and  buildings  and  we  believe  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when 
great  changes  for  the  better  are  to  be  made  in  the  rural  and  borough 
schools  as  well  as  in  the  city  schools. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  teachers  and  directors  for  their  hearty  co- 
operation in  the  school  work,  to  the  patrons  and  press  of  the  county, 
and  the  members  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
all  favors  and  assistance  given. 
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CUMBEKLAND   COUNTY— J.   Kelso   Green. 


The  School  Code  has  been  in  operation  for  the  past  year  and  in 
applying  it  to  the  schools  of  this  county,  nothing  revolutionary  in 
character  was  necessary.  Its  provisions  have  been  accepted  and  ap- 
plied without  any  serious  objections  from  our  patrons,  directors  and 
teachers  and  with  furtlier  adjustment  to  the  school  conditions,  we 
believe  much  good  can  be  accomplished.  Both  directors  and  teachers 
have  given  more  study  to  the  school  problems  of  the  day  because  of 
the  agitation  brought  about  by  the  enactment  of  the  new  school  law ; 
this  necessarily  leads  to  a  more  thoughtful,  intelligent  and  active 
administration  of  school  affairs. 

The  work  during  the  year  has  been  characterized  by  the  usual 
educational  meetings,  county  institute,  local  institutes,  sub-local 
institutes  and  general  educational  meetings.  The  discussions  of 
questions  pertaining  to  the  schools  at  these  gatherings  have  strength- 
ened the  teachers  in  their  teaching,  have  aided  the  directors  in  their 
administrations  and  have  created  a  co-operative  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  patrons. 

Our  teaching  force,  no  doubt,  compares  well  with  that  of  other 
counties  in  the  State  both  in  training  and  teaching  ability.  We  have 
thirteen  college  graduates,  one  hundred  twenty-eight  Normal  school 
graduates,  forty-four  who  hold  permanent  certificates,  thirty-one  who 
hold  professional  certificates  and  fifty-nine  who  hold  provisional  cer- 
tificates. We  continue  to  receive  each  year  the  usual  number  of  in- 
experienced teachers,  having  had  thirty-nine  the  last  term.  Our 
teachers  are  faithful  and  earnest  in  their  work,  yet  we  always  suffer 
from  the  lack  of  forceful  male  teachers  due  to  the  attractiveness  of 
other  vocati(ms  and  professions.  The  salaries  seem  high  enough  to 
most  of  our  people ;  but  we  think  the  only  solution  is  in  a  salary  that 
will  seem  to  open  to  these  young  men  a  larger  opportunity.  With  the 
present  conditions,  we  must  make  the  teaching  material  coming  into 
the  profession  as  efficient  as  possible;  this  is  the  work  to  which  the 
Superintendent  must  devote  his  time,  energy  and  ability.  The 
frequent  changing  of  teachers  always  causes  a  loss  to  the  schools. 
Teachers  who  do  their  work  well  should  be  as  secure  in  their  positions 
as  the  employes  of  any  industrial  establishment.  We  desire  the  ser- 
vices of  the  experienced  lawyer,  physician  or  other  professional  man 
as  well  as  the  skilled  workman.  Surely  experience  leads  to  greater 
eflSciency,  and  whatever  is  good  policy  in  practical  business  affairs  i« 
equally  good   in   \in  application  to  the  management  of  the  public 
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schools.  Better  organization,  better  teaching  and  less  waste  of  time 
to  the  pupils  would  result  from  the  retention  of  the  faithful  teacher  in 
the  same  school.  Only  in  this  way  can  the  schools  accomplish  the 
greatest  good  for  the  young  people  in  them.  The  tendeucy  in  this 
county  seem  to  be  in  the  right  direction. 

The  ninth  Annual  School  Picnic  was  held  in  Boiling  Springs  park 
Saturday,  August  19th,  1911.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Prof. 
K.  M.  ^fcXeal  and  Prof.  William  Rife.  Four  local  institutes  and 
sixteen  sub-local  Institutes  were  held.  All  were  very  profitable  meet- 
ings. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  the  first  week  in  Decem- 
ber. The  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  H.  R.  Pattengill, 
Prof.  John  K.  Stewart  and  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal.  Addresses  were 
made  by  Dr.  Allen  Eugene  Noble,  Dr.  S.  A.  Martin,  G.  Wilson  Swartz, 
Esq.,  Prof.  B.  K.  Miller  and  Supt.  L.  E.  Smith.  The  evening  attrac- 
tions were  the  Harmony  Concert  Company,'  Dr.  Gabriel  Maguire, 
the  Good  Fellow  Singers  and  Senator  John  W.  Kern.  Prof.  Charles 
(Toodyear  had  charge  of  the  institute  music. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  in 
Mt  Holly  Springs,  Thursday,  February  loth,  1912.  Educational 
questions  of  interest  to  directors  were  discussed.  Prof.  L.  E.  Mc- 
Ginues  and  Superintendent  J.  C.  Wagner  added  much  to  the  value 
of  the  meeting. 

About  sixty  pupils  graduated  from  our  high  schools  at  the  close 
of  the  school  term.  The  borouglis  of  Shipi)ensburg  and  Lemoyne  have 
extended  the  high  school  courses  of  study  one  year;  hence  did  not 
graduate  any  pupils.  The  school  attendance  was  exceedingly  good 
during  the  year.  Almost  one  thousand  pupils  were  present  every  day 
and  received  perfect  attendance  certificates;  this  is  the  largest  num- 
ber of  certificates  that  has  been  issued. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year,  we  believe  advancement  has 
been  made.  Harmony,  unity  and  conscientious  effort  have  character- 
ized the  work  all  along  the  line.  The  teachers,  directors  and  patront 
have  co-operated  in  every  way  and  the  credit  for  whatever  has  been 
accomplished  belongs  to  them  because  of  the  interest,  good  feeling 
and  activity  they  have  shown. 

I  am  grateful  to  all  factors  for  assistance  and  encouragement  in 
the  great  work  of  teaching  and  training  the  youth  of  our  countv. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Garver. 


We  started  the  school  year  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1911,  as 
prescribed  in  the  new  School  Code.  The  county  superintendent  has 
always  had  too  much  statistical  work  to  contend  with  which  pre- 
vented him  from  performing  other  duties  which  would  have  resulted 
in  much  more  good  to  the  schools.  Since  the  passage  of  the  School 
Code  the  county  superintendent's  clerical  work  has  almost  doubled. 
The  Code  however,  provided  for  assistant  superintendents  to  help 
to  perform  the  extra  burdens  of  the  county  superintendents  and  to 
<-loser  supervise  our  schools,  but  the  legislature  failed  to  appropriate 
funds  for  their  payment.  The  county  superintendents  of  counties 
as  large  as  our  county  must  be  given  relief  as  early  as  possible,  in 
some  way,  by  the  next  legislature. 

Before  the  passage  of  the  School  Code,  arrangements  were  made 
by  a  number  of  school  boards  for  annexes  and  new  buildings  in  the 
following  districts:  Derry  township  built  a  two  story  annex  to  the 
McKinley  high  school  building  which  gives  them  four  comfortable 
rooms.  Lower  Paxton  built  a  comfortable  two  roomed  building  at 
Hainton.  Upper  Paxton  built  an  annex  containing  one  room  to  the 
brick  building  at  Lenkerville.  Susquehanna  township  built  a 
comfortable  four  roomed  brick  building  at  Progress. 

We  visited  all  of  the  300  schools  except  four.  Two  of  these  were 
located  on  islands  and  two  of  the  rural  schools  were  not  visited  be- 
cause we  were  caught  in  a  snow  storm.  A  number  of  schools  were 
visited  twice  making  a  total  of  342  visits  during  the  year. 

A  very  small  percentage  of  our  schools  are  supplied  with  inex- 
perienced teachers.  Many  of  our  teachers  hold  the  higher  grade  cer- 
tificates and  are  constantly  improving  themselves  for  more  efficient 
teaching  by  attending  institutions  holding  summer  sessions  for 
teachers.  The  great  majority  of  our  teachers  who  hold  provisional 
certificates  attend  our  Normal  schools  immediately  after  the  close 
of  the  school  term.  The  teachers  have  taken  more  interest  this  year 
in  the  proper  comforts  of  the  children,  in  decorations,  sanitation  and 
heat  and  ventilation  than  in  any  previous  year. 

The  directors  have  done  more  for  the  comforts  of  the  children  this 
year  than  any  previous  year  under  my  supervision.  More  money  was 
invested  for  sanitary  drinking  fountains  and  up-to-date  heating  appa- 
ratus than  in  a  single  year  before. 

We  have  ten  borough  and  five  township  high  schools.  We  organized 
a  new  township  high  school  at  Pleasant  View,  Susquehanna  town- 
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ship.  Our  high  schools  are  doing  excellent  work  but  we  must  remind 
the  teachers  of  our  high  schools  that  it  is  not  only  how  much  work 
we  do,  but  also  how  well  it  is  done. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  day  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  in  the  evening  in  the  Technical  high  school 
auditorium,  Harrisburg,  during  the  week  of  October  30th.  On  two 
half  days  we  arranged  a  high  school  section  which  was  highly  appre- 
ciated by  the  teachers.  We  were  assisted  in  this  department  by  our 
State  High  School  Inspectors,  Professors  W.  S.  Hertzog  and  C.  D. 
Koch.  The  instructors  for  the  week  were  Dr.  S.  Y.  Gillan,  Miss 
Mae  E.  Schreiber,  Dr.  Geo.  L.  Omwake,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  and  Prof. 
W.  M.  Harclerode.  We  never  had  instructors  before  our  institute 
who  gave  the  teachers  so  many  good  practical  suggestions. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  all  of  the  districts,  with  better  attend- 
ance than  the  previous  year  and  with  very  much  more  interest  mani- 
fested. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  a  one  day  session  during  week  of 
institute  and  a  mid-winter  meeting  at  Middletown  during  Friday  and 
Saturday,  February  23rd  and  24th.  The  mid-winter  meeting  was  at- 
tended by  a  greater  number  of  directors  than  ever  before.  Dr.  G.  M. 
Philips  gave  a  very  interesting  lecture  on  the  School  Code  on  Friday 
evejQing  and  on  Saturday  he  spoke  on  "Points  of  the  School  Code  of 
Most  Interest  to  School  Directors,"  and  answered  many  questions 
dsked  by  the  directors.  This  meeting  was  not  only  the  best  mid- 
winter meeting  so  far  as  attendance  was  concerned  but  very  much 
more  interest  was  taken  by  the  directors. 

In  my  report  last  year  I  wrote  quite  a  lengthy  paragraph  about 
overcrowding  in  primai*}^  schools  and  as  this  condition  still  exists  in 
some  of  our  districts,  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  that  this  over- 
crowding of  children  in  primary  grades  will  continue  in  some  local- 
ities until  we  have  legislation  fixing  the  maximum  number  of  children 
in  the  lower  grades. 

In  concluding  this  report  we  wish  to  thank  the  press  of  the  county 
for  its  interest  and  help  in  arousing  the  proper  inlerest  in  our  schools. 
We  wish  also  to  say  that  we  appreciate  very  much  the  help  given  dur- 
ing the  year  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  pa- 
trons, pupils,  teachers,  directors  and  all  friends  of  education  who 
rendered  assistance  for  the  betterment  of  our  public  schools. 
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Delaware  county— a.  g.  c.  smith. 


All  of  the  schools  of  the  county  have  been  visited  twice  and  a 
number  of  them  three  times.  On  the  whole,  scholars  have  made  suit 
able  progress  and  the  teachers  are  deserving  of  commendation  for 
their  faithfulness.  Quite  a  number  of  our  teachers  attend  summer 
schools  each  vacation  period  in  order  to  acquire  a  greater  degi'ee  of 
proficiency. 

On  Saturday,  November  11,  1911,  the  school  board  of  Tinicum 
Township  dedicated  their  new  school  building  to  educational  pur- 
poses. The  exercises  were  interesting  throughout.  A  large  American 
Hag  was  presented  to  the  school  and  was  accepted  by  George  Klee- 
man,  president  of  the  scho<d  board.  The  building  contains  four 
large,  well  lighted  rooms,  provided  with  suitable  furniture  aud  well 
heated. 

The  school  board  of  Eddystone  built  a  two-room  addition  to  their 
building  which  adds  materially  to  the  comfort  of  the  children  at- 
tending. Previous  to  this  the  directors  were  obliged  to  rent  a  room 
in  the  hall  for  school  purposes. 

The  directors  of  Darby  Township  erected  a  new  two-room  building 
for  the  use  of  the  colored  children  of  the  district.  It  unfortunately 
is  not  large  enough  to  accommodate  all  of  the  scholars  attending  and 
the  directors  are  already  talking  of  an  addition.  It  is  an  attractive 
building  and  well  furnished.  The  building  was  erected  in  response 
to  a  petition  signed  by  the  colored  people  of  the  district.  Two 
colored  teachers  were  appointed  to  have  charge  of  the  schools. 

A  new  high  school  building  was  erected  by  the  school  board  of 
Haverford  at  Oakmont  and  it  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  for  the 
next  school  term.  The  cornerstone  Avas  formally  laid  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  November  8,  1911,  by  Edgar  C.  Felton,  president  of  the 
school  board  and  an  address  was  made  by  the  county  superintendent. 
The  children  added  to  the  occasion  by  singing  appropriate  selections, 
one  of  which  was  written  for  the  cornerstone  laying.  The  building- 
is  well  suited  for  high  school  work,  a  number  of  the  rooms  l)eing 
fitted  up  for  special  work. 

The  directors  of  Swarthmore  borough  have  completed  a  new  high 
school  building  which  is  a  credit  to  this  educational  centre.  They 
purchased  nearly  six  acres  of  ground  at  a  cost  of  $13,000  and  erected 
thereon  a  fine  stone  building  at  a  cost  of  |60,000.  It  contains  twenty- 
one  class  rooms,  a  board   room  and   library,  a  principal's  roonj,  u 
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manual  training  room,  an  art  room,  a  domestic  science  room,  a  gym- 
nasium, a  lunch  room,  and  an  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of 
four  hundred,  all  of  which  are  suitably  furnished  and  equipped  for 
the  work  to  be  done.  The  building  is  heated  and  ventilated  with  the 
blower  system,  by  means  of  which  tempered  air  is  forced  into  every 
room  in  the  building  in  an  amount  exceeding  by  fifty  per  cent,  the 
state  requirements. 

The  directors  of  Colwyu  Borough  furnished  all  of  their  school  rooms 
with  new  single  desks  which  added  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  chil- 
dren and  aided  in  the  general  conduct  of  the  schools. 

In  Upper  Darby,  a  special  teacher  of  vocal  music  was  engaged  and 
the  good  results  were  soon  plainly  seen.  This  makes  thirteen  districts 
in  the  county  in  which  special  instruction  in  vocal  music  is  given  to 
the  school  children.  ^ 

A  well  equipped  play  ground  has  been  established  in  Ridley  Park 
which  will  be  kept  open  all  summer  for  the  benefit  of  the  children 
of  the  borough.  It  is  in  charge  of  a  lady  who  has  made  a  special 
study  of  playground  work  and  it  will  no  doubt  prove  a  great  boon 
to  the  young  people. 

The  citizens  of  Lansdowne  have  acquired  a  suitable  piece  of 
ground  which  will  be  used  for  organized  play  work  and  which  will 
also  prove  a  source  of  pleasure  and  helpfulness  to  the  young  people 
of  that  place. 

In  Collingdale  and  Colwyn,  one  or  more  of  the  regular  teachers 
have  taken  courses  of  study  in  organized  playground  work  and  super- 
vise the  play  of  the  children  during  recess  periods  when  the  schools 
are  open.  Much  suitable  apparatus  has  been  provided  by  the  school 
boards  and  the  plan  has  proved  verj-  acceptable. 

The  directors  of  Glenolden,  Norwood  and  Prospect  Park  boroughs 
held  several  meetings  during  the  year  and  decided  to  recommend  to 
the  citizens  of  the  boroughs  named,  the  passage  of  a  loan  which  would 
enable  them  to  build  a  joint  high  school  building  in  order  that  the 
scholars  of  these  and  surrounding  districts  might  have  better  high 
school  facilities.  Their  plans  were  carefully  thought  out  and  pre- 
sented to  the  voters.  The  people  of  Norwood  and  Prospect  Park 
a]>proved  the  ])lan  but  those  of  Glenolden  defeated  it.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  i)lan  may  still  be  carried  to  a  successful  issue. 

Saturday,  -September  IGth,  1911,  the  Yeadon  school  board,  assisted 
hy  the  teachers  and  scholars,  fittingly  celebrated  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  their  public  school.  The  printed 
program  contained  a  picture  of  the  new  building  on  the  first  page 
and  a  picture  of  the  old  on  the  last  page.  The  old  building  had  been 
in  continuous  seiwice  for  a  period  of  seventy-six  years.  The  pro- 
gram lasted  all  day  and  the  good  people  of  Yeadon  provided  plenty 
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to  eat  for  all  visitors,  both  at  noon  and  in  the  evening.  Addresses 
were  made  by  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction;  Hon.  Isaac  Johnson,  Judge  of  ihe  Delaware 
County  Courts ;  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Butler,  Congressman  for  the  district 
comprising  Chester  and  Delaware  counties;  A.  G.  C.  Smith,  the 
county  superintendent;  Hon.  Eichard  J.  Baldwin,  of  Chadd's  Ford, 
and  Hon.  V.  Gilpin  Robinson,  Clifton  Heights,  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature from  Delaware  county.  The  '^Historical  Sketch  of  the  Old 
School"  was  prepared  and  read  by  William  B.  Evans,  of  Yeadon, 
who  was  largely  responsible  for  this  anniversary  occasion.  Many 
who  attended  the  school  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  gave  brief  reminis- 
cences. A  memorial  tablet  has  been  placed  on  the  building  com- 
memorating the  event. 

East  Lansdowne,  a  new  borough,  has  been  created  by  the  court  and 
was  taken  out  of  the  township  of  Upper  Darby.  There  is  no  school 
building  within  its  limits  but  the  school  board  at  once  secured  a 
suitable  site  and  have  planned  for  an  attractive  building.  Three' 
teachers  have  been  employed  to  instruct  the  children  of  the  new 
borough. 

Our  Delaware  County  Teachers'  Association,  annual  teachers'  in- 
stitute and  annual  directors'  convention  were  well  attended  and 
much  interest  taken  in  the  programs  presented.  The  educational 
work  in  the  county  promises  well  for  the  next  school  term. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


The  past  school  year  was  one  of  unusual  progressiveness  in  Elk 
county,  for  the  stimulus  given  to  all  school  activities  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  code,  created  an  increased  interest  in  the  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons,  all  anxious  to  learn  of  the  advantages  of  the 
law's  requirements. 

School  Directors. 

The  school  directors  of  our  county,  are  as  a  whole,  men  holding 
prominent  places  in  the  professional,  business  and  industrial  life  of 
the  county,  nearly  all  men  of  scholarship,  character  and  business 
ability,  who  themselves  enjoying  good  incomes  are  willing  to  properly 
remunerate  teachers  who  possess  proper  qualifications  for  the  posi- 
tions they  seek.  The  result  of  this  action  is  strong  teachers  come  and 
remain  where  ability  is  recognized. 
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Teachers'  Opportunity. 

Teachers  of  the  present  day  have  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  ad- 
vance, by  pursuing  courses  offered  by  the  colleges  and  summer 
schools,  kept  open  during  the  vacatiou  months.  The  teachers  of 
Elk  county  have  made  good  use  of  this  privilege  for  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  the  force  attended  school  during  the  summer  of  1911.  The 
raising  of  the  qualification  together  with  the  splendid  teachers  at- 
tracted here  by  the  high  salaries  paid,  gave  us  the  strongest  teaching 
body  we  have  ever  had  in  our  schools.  Many  of  our  school  boards 
have  made  it  attractive  for  tlieir  teachers  to  attend  summer  schools 
by  ofifering  an  increased  salary  to  those  who  attend.  We  commend 
this  custom  to  others  as  a  worthy  manner  to  advance  the  efficiency 
of  their  school  work. 

We  believe  the  State  would  do  well  to  appropriate  money  to  pay  the 
tuition  of  teachers  attending  college  and  high  class  summer  schools 
convenient  to  them  in  addition  to  offering  free  tuition  to  those  at- 
tending State  College,  for  it  is  not  convenient  for  all  to  go  there. 

Closer  Supervision. 

In  all  industrial  callings,  it  is  recognized  that  the  money  paid  for 
expert  superintendents  or  foremen,  is  money  well  expended,  for  there- 
by, time,  energy  and  material  is  saved,  a  better  product  is  produced 
and  the  unskilled  are  caused  to  do  work  approximating  that  of  the 
skilled  workman. 

We  feel  that  in  no  position  is  this  more  necessary  than  in  the 
teaching  profession  and  following  a  practice  tested  out  for  years,  we 
have  continued  the  system  of  close  supervision  of  boroughs,  town- 
ships and  of  graded  schools,  with  the  result  that  each  year  better 
proves  its  worth  and  makes  for  greater  efficiency. 

The  fact  that  we  could  not  have  the  advantages  of  an  assistant  as 
provided  in  the  code,  was  a  great  disappointment,  but  we  made  up 
the  loss  in  part  by  giving  more  time  to  our  supervisory  officers  for 
work  of  real  supervision.  We  are  lead  to  believe  that  if  provisions 
could  be  made  requiring  all  school  districts,  either  alone  or  combined 
with  others,  not  to  exceed  fifty  schools  under  one  supervisor,  and  with 
such  an  official  working,  directly  under  the  orders  of  the  County 
Superintendent,  better  results  could  be  attained  than  will  be  possible 
under  the  plan  of  supervision  in  townships  through  the  plan  of  the 
assistant  county  superintendent.  We  commend  this  thought  to  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

School  Buildings. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  code  regarding  build- 
ings and  grounds,  much  attention  was  given  to  the  matter,  and  we 
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can  report  that  with  very  few  exceptions  our  rural  school  buildings 
are  better  ventilated,  better  lighted  and  more  sanitary  and  the 
grounds  have  been  put  in  a  very  presentable  condition.  One  draw- 
back to  the  improA^ement  of  school  grounds  in  this  section,  is  that 
the  schools  close  in  the  spring  before  th«  weathor  permits  of  planting, 
or  even  of  working  the  ground. 


Attendance. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  was  up  to  the  usual  high  standard. 
This  is  a  feature  in  which  Elk  county  excels  and  we  attribute  it  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  teachers,  to  vigilant  supervisory  officers  and  a 
thorough  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  law.  It  does  seem  too  bad 
that  a  school  should  be  kept  in  operation  where  children  attend  for 
but  a  little  more  than  half  the  required  time,  for  a  great  part  of  the 
money  expended  is  wasted,  ^ye  keep  constantly  before  our  people 
the  importance  of  this  matter  and  all  agencies  have  responded 
splendidly. 

Visitation. 

During  the  year  the  Superintendent  visited  all  the  schools  once, 
all  but  eighteen  the  second  time  and  more  than  half  a  third  time, 
and  besides  conducted  mid-term  and  final  examinations  in  all  the 
high  schools  and  graded  schools.  At  the  close  of  the  year  we  have 
asked  all  eighth  grade  pupils  of  the  rural  schools  to  come  to  the 
high  schools  for  examinations  and  all  who  passed  were  given  certifi- 
cates for  admission  to  the  high  schools. 


Meetings. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Kidgway  the  week  pre- 
ceeding  the  Christmas  holidays  and  we  can  report  an  attendance  of 
over  ninety-nine  per  cent,  and  also  a  rousing  meeting  with  high  class 
instruction  and  fine  inspiration. 

Local  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings  continue  to  be  popular  in 
the  c(»unty  and  all  are  attended  by  practically  all  teachers  and  a  great 
many  patrons  as  well  as  by  the  school  directors.  The  County  Super- 
intend(Mit  attended  and  took  an  active  part  in  fifteen  such  meetings, 
during  the  school  year. 

The  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  in  the  last  week 
in  January  and  was  notable  for  the  almost  perfect  attendance  of  the 
directors  and  in  the  excellent  work  done.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  was  present  and  made  two 
most  practical  and  helpful  addresses. 
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Higher  Education. 

An  opportunity  for  securing  a  high  school  education  is  now  avail- 
able to  every  child  in  Elk  county,  and  increased  numbers  are  taking 
advantage  of  it,  either  in  the  district  wliere  they  reside  or  in  the 
high  schools  of  a  convenient  district. 

Transportation. 

{Several  of  our  School  boards  are  furnishing  free  transportation 
to  pupils  to  high  schools,  a  plan  that  is  meeting  with  great  favor 
in  the  part  of  students,  teachers  and  patrons.  Many  of  our  small 
rural  schools  were  closed  and  the  children  were  conveyed  to  some 
nearby  graded  school,  where  greater  advantages  could  be  offered  them. 
It  has  been  found  that  pupils  so  transported  have  had  less  sickness, 
are  more  punctual  in  attendance  and  have  done  more  satisfactory 
work  than  those  who  walk  and  attend  a  single  room  school.  This 
plan  should  be  practiced  more  than  it  is  and  we  hope  that  in  the 
future  greater  numbers  will  be  so  transported,  even  though  good 
single  room  buildings  are  allowed  to  stand  vacant.  We  recommend 
that  the  State,  through  greater  appropriation  or  in  some  way,  en- 
courage this  plan. 

Agriculture. 

The  subject  of  agriculture  has  been  taught  in  the  school  of  every 
farming  community  in  the  county  during  the  year  and  the  parents  of 
the  children  have  become  greatly  interested  in  the  opportunity  of- 
fered their  children  in  this  direction.  A  more  comprehensive  course 
was  taken  up  in  the  several  township  high  schools  and  now  agri- 
culture is  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  in  the  course  offered. 

Conclusion. 

We  greatly  appreciate  the  loyal  support  given  us  by  the  supervisory 
principals  in  the  boroughs  and  townships,  by  the  school  directors,  by 
the  teachers,  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  State 
Board  and  the  high  school  inspection  force,  by  the  progressive  citizens 
of  the  county  and  also  by  the  generous  press  that  has  done  so  much 
to  inspire  all  school  agencies. 


EKIE  COUNTY— I.  H.  Eusseli. 


In  transmitting  this  brief  annual  report  my  observation  leads  me 
to  believe  thai  the  school  year  just  closed  has  been  fully  up  to  the 
standard  of  previous  years,  and  in  several  respects  pro«r©«s  has  beac 
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made.  More  districts  have  maintained  an  eight  months  term,  more 
teachers  have  earned  permanent  certificates,  more  Normal  School 
graduates  have  been  employed,  and  more  money  has  been  expended 
for  school  purposes  than  in  former  years.  The  general  public  seems 
to  be  fully  awake  to  the  cause  of  education  and  demanding  the  best 
schools  that  can  be  had  for  their  money.  School  directors  have  caught 
the  spirit  and  are  making  more  judicious  expenditures  of  school  funds 
and  exercising  a  greater  discretion  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 

Of  the  teachers  employed  during  the  past  year,  twenty-three  were 
college  trained,  one  hundred  thirty-two  were  graduates  of  State  Nor- 
mal schools,  thirty-eight  holders  of  county  permanent  certificates  and 
sixty-six  professional  certificates.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  de- 
mand for  untrained  teachers,  and  holders  of  provisional  certificates 
is,  indeed,  small  in  Erie  county.  The  more  progressive  teachers  avail 
themselves  of  the  spring  term  at  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School, 
and  a  large  number  are  registered  for  a  portion  of  their  summer  vaca- 
tion at  State  College,  Grove  City,  Allegheny,  Syracuse  and  other 
college  summer  schools. 

The  unusually  severe  winter  and  bad  roads  in  this  locality,  together 
with  the  added  duties  incident  to  the  working  of  the  new  School 
Code,  interfered  largely  with  my  visitation  of  schools.  I  succeeded, 
however,  in  reaching  them  all  once  and  a  few  for  a  second  visit,  mak- 
ing in  all  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  visits,  averaging  forty  minutes 
each.  I  found  the  teachers  following  the  State  course  of  study  closely 
and  the  result  of  the  grade  examinations  indicates  that  the  syllabus 
has  been  very  helpful  to  both  teachers  and  pupils.  Two  hundred  and 
forty-six  eighth  grade  diplomas  were  granted  to  the  pupils  in  the 
rural  districts  and  a  review  of  the  examination  papers  showed  that' 
the  work  had  been  very  well  done;  almost  an  equal  number  of  candi- 
dates were  rejected. 

Besides  visiting  all  the  schools  in  Erie  county  I  have  found  time 
to  visit  the  county  institutes  of  four  neighboring  counties,  the  Warren 
County  Directors'  Association,  a  day  at  the  Polk  Institute  for  the 
Feeble-Minded,  the  State  Educational  Association  at  Philadelphia, 
including  a  day  at  Girard  College.  Each  of  these  visits  has  proved 
helpful  to  myself,  and  I  trust  that  the  teachers  of  Erie  county  will 
receive  some  benefit  therefrom  at  our  next  annual  institute,  and  the 
schools  generally  will  receive  a  more  efficient  supervision. 

It  has  been  my  ambition  to  have  established  throughout  the  county 
a  uniform  minimum  school  tenm  of  eight  months.  When  this  subject 
is  presented  to  school  directors  they  invariably  inquire  if  lengthening 
the  school  term  will  also  increase  the  amount  of  State  aid.  This  idea 
has  suggested  to  me  that  if  one-half  of  the  State  appropriation  was 
based  upon  the  actual  number  of  days  of  attendance  instead  of  upon 
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the  number  of  resideut  children  between  six  and  sixteen  years  of  age, 
many  of  whom  are  not  registered  in  school,  it  would  have  a  salutary 
effect  in  establishing  a  longer  school  term,  in  enforcing  the  compul- 
sory attendance  law  and  increasing  the  per  cent,  of  attendance 
generally.  Thirteen  of  the  thirty-five  school  districts  in  the  county 
now  support  a  term  of  only  seven  months. 

The  new  Battles  Memorial  High  School,  of  Girard  borough,  was 
formally  opened  upou  September  18.  This  building  is  of  spacious 
proportions,  a  model  of  school  building  architecture,  and  a  most 
fitting  memorial  to  its  generous  donors.  The  building  and  its  equip- 
ment has  cost  some  |50,000  and  the  borough  school  board  has  wisely 
added  a  playground  of  four  acres.  Springfield  township  has  at  the 
present  time  a  new  brick  high  school  building  in  process  of  erection 
at  a  cost  of  $15,000,  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  about  Oc- 
tober 1. 

Harbor  Creek  township  is  just  now  doubling  the  capacity  of  the 
township  high  school  with  a  |14,000  addition.  This  building  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the  school  year,  and  with  this 
enlarged  building  the  work  of  centralization  of  the  rural  schools  will 
be  extended.  Union  City  is  also  enlarging  one  of  her  ward  buildings 
with  a  two-room  addition  which  will  relieve  the  congested  condition 
that  has  prevailed  there  for  some  years. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  two  new  boroughs  have  been  organized 
in  the  county,  Cranesville  and  Wesley vi  lie,  making  a  total  of  thirty- 
seven  school  districts  under  my  supervision.  These  boroughs  are 
growing  rapidly  and  each  gives  promise  of  supporting  a  high  school 
in  the  near  future. 

The  united  interest  of  patrons,  teachers  and  directors  in  the  edu- 
cational progress  of  the  county  is  most  gratifying  to  me  and  I  hereby 
tender  my  grateful  acknowledgment  to  each  for  their  unanimous  sup- 
port. 1  am  also  under  obligations  to  the  press  of  the  county  for 
courtesies  extended,  and  especially  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  counsel  and  manifold  professional  favors. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— C.  G.  Lewellyn. 


All  school  authorities  were  alert  and  active,  and  I  believe  the  year 
just  closed  was  the  most  profitable  during  my  incumbency.  The 
teachers  and  directors  haA^e  been  conscientiously  devoted  to  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties. 
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Tile  school  is  the  best  index  as  to  the  character  and  influence  of 
the  community.  School  communities  co-operate  with  us  with  but 
few  exceptions.  In  fact,  we  have  every  reason  to  commend  for  the 
school  sentiment  at  hand. 

We  were  more  than  disappointed  in  not  getting  the  assistants  pro- 
vided for  in  the  code.  The  sentiment  for  closer  supervision  in  the 
count}'  is  good,  an  evidence  of  which  is  that  we  have  eight  super- 
vising principals  in  all  our  big  districts.  In  another  year  several 
of  the  remaining  districts  will  combine  to  the  end  of  securing  better 
supervision. 

We  have  no  cause  for  complaint,  for  the  work  along  this  line  is  so 
far  in  advance  of  what  we  have  had  that  we  feel  encouraged  and  that 
better  results  will  follow. 

We  were  able  to  maintain  our  usual  standard  in  the  way  of  educa- 
tional rallies.  Local  institutes  have  been  a  great  force  in  bringing 
about  a  healthy  school  sentiment.  A  local  institute  was  held  in 
nearly  every  district  of  the  county.  The  one  big  event  was  the 
county  institute.  Only  two  teachers  were  absent  and  their  absence 
was  due  to  illness.  During  the  week  of  the  institute  the  School  Di- 
rectors' Association  held  its  annual  meeting.  They  were  in  session 
two  days.  On  Wednesday  afternoon  both  teachers  and  directors  met 
together.  John  E.  Guncle,  President  of  the  News  Boys'  Association 
of  Toledo,  Ohio,  addressed  the  institute  on  that  afternoon. 

Our  high  schools  are  all  doing  substantial  work.  Everyone  of  them 
turned  out  a  large  graduating  class.  There  is  no  longer  any  friction 
among  school  boards  as  to  the  payment  of  tuition  for  high  scliool 
pupils.  They  pay  it  willinglj'  and,  in  addition  the  transportation  or, 
at  least,  a  part  of  it. 

Taking  the  work  as  a  whole,  we  have  reason  to  rejoice  in  what 
was  done  last  year.  We  are  prepared  to  do  better  work  the  coming- 
year. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for  its  helpful  suggestions,  the 
teachers  for  their  unswerving  loyalty,  the  directors  for  their  hearty 
support,  and  the  press  of  the  county  for  its  continued  support  and 
influence  in  our  cause. 


FOREST  COUNTY— J.  O.  Carson. 


The  school  year  just  past  has  had  many  favorable  indications 
which  will  justify  the  assertion  that  it  was  one  productive  of  excel- 
lent results. 
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While  there  are  some  thingy  lu  be  regrelled  iu  the  way  of  reaching 
the  intended  limits,  nevertheless  we  realize  that  ideal  conditions  are 
only  to  be  sought  for  as  nearly  as  possible  but  never  attained.  In  this 
it  can  be  honestly  said  that  a  majority  of  the  teachers  of  this  county 
have  kept  their  purpose  steadily  iu  view  and  with  persistent  labor 
have  gained  the  desired  ends. 

This  fact  has  been  apparent  in  the  teachers,  first  by  endeavoring 
to  better  their  own  ([ualifications,  realizing  that  scholarship  is  of 
prime  importance  to  the  successful  teacher,  and  second  to  introduce 
the  latest  and  most  approved  methods,  thereby  Avorking  in  a  syste- 
matic way,  which  before  was  more  or  less  chaotic. 

The  pupils  have  also  manifested  a  high  degree  of  interest  both  in 
the  common  school  and  the  high  school,  the  former  exerting  them- 
selves to  complete  the  common  branches  and  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  manner  of  advanced 
learning,  while  the  latter  have  experienced  the  value  of  higher  educa- 
tion and  realize  that  a  normal  or  college  training  is  indispensable 
to  the  scholar  of  the  present  time. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Tionesta,  December  18th  to 
the  22nd. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas,  of  Beaver  College;  Dr. 
Smith  Burnham,  of  West  Chester  Normal;  Prof.  W.  K.  Egbert,  of 
Clarion  Normal,  and  C.  D.  Highby,  Esq.,  of  Erie. 

The  teachers  were  entertained  on  Tuesdaj^  evening  by  the  Apollo 
Concert  Company  and  on  Thursday  evening  by  the  Aylesworth  Sisters, 
while  on  AVeduesday  evening  Dr.  L.  B.  Wickersham  gave  his  famous 
lecture  on  "Day  Dreams,"  which  brought  a  favorable  expression  from 
every  patron  of  the  institute. 

The  day  sessions  were  well  attended  and  a  lively  interest  was  dis- 
played by  the  teachers  in  the  different  talks  of  the  instructors. 
Ninety-two  teachers  were  present. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  visits  were  made 
in  the  different  schools  and  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties  of 
school  visitation  it  was  impossible  not  to  sympathize  with  a  number 
of  our  rural  teachers  who  had  long  Avalks,  through  roads  almost  im- 
passable with  drifted  snow  and  for  a  period  of  nearly  four  weeks, 
to  be  greeted  in  many  instances  with  a  thermometer  registering  sev- 
eral degrees  below  zero. 

In  the  way  of  improvements  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  the 
Kingsley  District  built  two  rooms  in  addition  to  their  schools  at 
Kellettville,  at  an  expense  of  about  $1,900.  The  immediate  reason 
was  the  lengthening  of  the  high  school  course  from  two  to  three 
years. 

The  Harmony  District  constructed  a  modern  four-room  brick 
building  ;it  West  Hickory  at  an  expense  of  about  $10,000,  which  is  an 
6 


80  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

excellent  specimen  of  workmanship,  as  well  as  a  splendid  educational 
resource  for  the  future  men  and  women  of  the  township.  The  building 
will  be  ready  for  occupancy  the  beginning  of  this  school  term. 

To  summarize  the  work  of  the  past  school  year  we  will  say,  it  was 
a  pleasant  one  and  we  believe  a  successful  one.  Teachers  were  en- 
ergetic in  their  work  and  patrons  and  citizens  were  interested  in 
the  schools.  i 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  was  courteous,  prompt  and 
liberal  in  the  interpretation  of  the  new  school  law. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— Lewis  Edgar  Smith. 


During  the  year  just  closed  there  were  many  signs  of  educational 
advancement  in  this  county,  chief  among  which  was  the  movement 
for  better  school  buildings  with  larger  and  better  planned  play- 
grounds. 

At  the  educational  meetings  of  the  year  two  topics  were  generally 
discussed,  namely:  "The  More  Thorough  Preparation  of  Teachers," 
and  "The  Consolidating  of  Rural  Schools  Where  Practicable."  In 
some  instances  these  discussions  were  held  in  connection  with  the 
farmer's  institutes  and  the  interest  manifested  indicates  the  interest 
the  farmer  is  taking  in  providing  better  school  facilities  for  his  chil- 
dren. The  farmer  is  usually  ready  to  aid  an  educational  cause  if  he 
is  shown  that  it  will  benetit  him  in  a  material  way. 

Washington  township  built  and  equipped  the  best  rural  school 
house  in  the  county.  It  contains  four  rooms,  three  of  which  are  now 
in  use,  taking  the  place  of  three  single  houses  abandoned.  This  step 
on  the  part  of  the  largest  township  of  the  county  has  drawn  the  at- 
tention of  the  other  districts  and  some  of  them  have  arranged  to 
abandon  single  room  houses  for  the  consolidation  plan. 

After  a  year's  trial  the  School  Code  is  generally  satisfactory  in 
this  county.  We  observe,  however,  that  the  effectiveness  of  the  code 
could  be  much  increased  by  providing  a  minimum  term  of  eight 
months,  and  an  increase  of  teachers'  salaries.  That  the  requirements 
for  higher  grade  certificates  is  one  of  the  best  features  of  the  code, 
no  one  will  question;  but  to  raise  such  requirements  without  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  teachers'  salaries  will  ultimately  work  more 
harm  than  good,  in  that  many  of  the  teachers  will  leave  the  pro- 
fession and  enter  fields  of  activity  where  the  returns  are  commensu- 
rate with  the  preparation  required.     Teachers  should  be  well  fitted 
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for  their  work,  aud,  furthermore,  they  should  feel  able  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunities  for  professional  growth  which  our  many 
excellent  summer  schools  offer.  But  with  the  present  minimum  wage 
this  is  impossible. 

The  attendance  during  the  past  term  was  the  best  in  years.  Not- 
withstanding the  severe  winter,  more  than  fifteen  hundred  pupils 
have  a  perfect  attendance  record.  Little  sickness  prevailed.  Under 
these  favorable  conditions  our  teachers  were  able  to  do  good  work, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  an  increase  in  the  number  of  those  who 
successfully  passed  the  spring  examinations.  This  means  increased 
enrollment  in  the  high  schools  the  coming  term. 

Washington  and  Quincy  townships  have  employed  an  assistant 
teacher  in  their  high  schools  next  year.  The  increased  enrollment, 
together  with  the  number  of  graduates  from  our  township  high  schools, 
is  an  encouraging  sign  and  indicates  the  high  esteem  in  which  these 
institutions  are  being  held  by  the  patrons  of  our  rural  schools. 

Our  Teachers'  Institute,  November  20-24,  was  one  long  to  be  re- 
membered. In  point  of  interest  and  attendance  it  surpassed  any 
similar  meeting  ever  held  in  this  county.  The  spacious  theatre  was 
tilled  at  every  session  and  during  several  of  the  days  hundreds  of 
people  had  to  be  turned  away.  The  addresses  by  Drs.  Houck,  Corson, 
Ferris  and  Philips  were  practical  and  helpful,  and  the  music  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Gibson  was  one  of  the  features  of  the  week. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  two  meetings  during  the  year,  one 
during  institute  week  and  the  other  in  January.  At  each  of  these 
meetings  nearly  the  entire  directorate  of  the  county  was  present.  At 
the  January  meeting.  Dr.  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board,  and 
Dr.  Zeller,  ex-Commissioner  of  Education  of  Ohio,  were  present  and 
their  able  presentations  of  public  school  needs  have  done  much  toward 
bringing  us  nearer  the  goal  of  our  ambition — the  country  schools  the 
best  in  the  county. 

All  things  considered  we  are  much  encouraged  by  the  present  out- 
look and  we  enter  upon  the  coming  year  with  prospects  brighter  than 
ever  before  of  bringing  nearer  solution  the  greatest  educational  prob- 
lem of  the  age — the  country  school. 


FULTON  COUNTY— B.  C.  Lamberson. 


The  work  done  by  the  teachers  in  the  local  institutes  was  up  to  the 
standard.  A  few  of  the  teachers  failed  to  attend  many,  if  any,  of 
these  meetings.  A  few  of  those  who  did  attend  refused  to  take  an 
active  part. 
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It  lias  been  our  observatiou  that  those  teachers  who  attend  these 
meetings  and  help  to  make  them  a  success  scarcely  ever  fail  in  their 
work  in  the  school  room.  During  the  coming  term  there  will  be  an 
attempt  to  improve  these  meetings. 

We  wish  to  make  special  mention  of  the  educational  meeting  held 
at  Hustontown.  The  teachers  of  two  or  more  of  these  districts  of 
that  part  of  the  county  combined  in  the  arrangements.  Deputy  State 
Superintendent  Keed  B.  Tei trick  delivered  a  lecture  in  the  evening 
to  a  crowded  house,  that  for  years  will  have  its  influence  for  good 
in  that  section.  About  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  the  county 
were  present  at  the  day  sessions  and  took  an  interesting  part  in  the 
work.  We  hope  for  more  of  these  meetings  in  that  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  county. 

Our  Directors'  Convention  Avas  of  the  first  order.  Superintendent 
Teitrick  met  with  the  directors  of  the  county  for  two  days  and  after 
explaining  to  their  satisfaction  many  points  of  the  code,  and  by  his 
enthusiasm  and  instructive  addresses  on  many  of  the  practical  prob- 
lems that  a  school  board  must  solve,  he  left  every  director  that 
heard  him  a  better  prepared  man  for  school  work.  There  has  been  no 
gathering  in  the  county  for  years  that  has  had  so  much  effect  for  good 
in  the  schools  as  had  this  one. 

Every  teacher  of  the  county  was  present  at  the  Teachers'  Institute. 
Our  instructors  were:  Dr.  Charles  Albert,  Bloomsbnrg,  Pa.;  Dr. 
Jno.  W.  Zeller,  Columbus,  Ohio ;  Prof.  H.  M.  Griffith,  Wells  Tannery, 
Pa.,  with  Rev.  E.  B.  Bailey,  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  charge  of  the  music, 
Mrs.  J.  V.  Royer,  McConnellsburg,  Pa.,  reader.  There  have  been 
institutes  in  the  county  in  the  work  of  which  there  was  more  enter- 
tainment, but  we  doubt  very  much  if  in  any  there  has  been  given 
to  the  cause  of  education  more  real  benefit.  At  nearly  every  session 
the  house  was  crowded  to  its  capacity,  the  audience  being  made  u]\, 
of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  county.  This  fact  leads  us  to  believe 
that  there  is  yet  a  little  life  in  the  cause. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  applied  to  a  greater  extent 
than  for  some  time.     There  is  still  room  for  improvement. 

Dublin  township  combined  two  of  its  small  schools,  providing 
transportation  for  the  pupils  of  the  one  that  was  closed,  thus  enabling 
all  those  children  to  come  under  the  supervision  of  one  of  the  very 
best  teachers  available.  To  this  movement  there  was  quite  a  bit  of 
opposition.  Money  was  saved  for  the  district.  The  attendance 
(though  the  winter  was  very  severe)  was  a  triflle  less.  A  better 
teacher  was  secured  than  could  have  otherwise  been  gotten.  Last 
but  most  important,  the  children  of  both  schools  enjoyed  the  work  and 
took  on  new  life,  being  bright  and  cheerful  and  seemed  anxious  to 
learn.    The  plan  beyond  a  doubt  was  a  success. 
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To  the  people  of  Fultou  county  and  to  the  Department  at  Harris- 
burg,  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  courteous  treatment 
received  at  all  times. 


GEEENE  COUNTY— H.  I).  Freeland. 


Looking  over  the  work  of  the  year  just  closed,  I  feel  that  the  results 
accomplished  are  very  encouraging.  While  we  are  yet  a  great  ways 
off  from  an  ideal  school  system,  yet  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there 
has  been  a  steady  growth  toward  better  and  more  efficient  schools. 
This  has  been  manifested  in  a  demand  by  the  patrons  for  better 
houses  and  equipment  as  well  as  for  better  qualified  and  more  ex- 
perienced teachers. 

Great  credit  is  due  my  worthy  predecessor,  John  C.  Stewart,  for  the 
improvements  he  brought  about  in  this  county  during  his  nine  years 
of  service.  He  had  exercised. such  care  and  judgment  in  his  admin 
isti'atiou  of  school  affairs  that  the  schools  were  found  on  an  excellent 
working  basis  at  the  opening  of  my  term. 

During  the  past  year  fifteen  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county, 
(ireat  interest  was  taken  in  these  meetings.  As  a  result  tne  teachers 
were  not  only  enlightened  along  pedagogical  lines,  but  were  brought 
into  closer  touch  with  the  patrons  of  their  districts.  One  topic  that 
received  special  attention  was  "How  to  Care  for  Books,  Supplies  and 
School  Property." 

An  appeal  was  made  through  the  School  Improvement  League  of 
the  county  for  American  flags  for  each  school  as  required  by  the 
School  Code.  In  most  cases  the  directors  responded  heartily.  In 
some  instances  the  teachers  procured  the  flags  with  funds  raised  by 
some  other  method.  Many  volumes  were  also  added  to  the  school 
libraries.  We  consider  the  maintaining  of  school  libraries  one  of 
the  best  movements  that  have  been  inaugurated  in  this  county  in 
recent  years. 

The  high  school  sentiment  continues  to  gTow.  All  of  our  high 
schools  are  now  quartered  in  good  substantial  buildings  erected 
specially  for  that  purpose.  Two  new  high  schools  have  been  instituted 
and  will  open  in  September,  1912.  One  at  Mt.  Morris  and  one  in 
Aleppo  township.  The  Waynesburg  high  school  has  added  another 
year  to  its  course  and  secured  additional  teachers  and  e(iuipment.  It 
is  now  a  school  of  first  grade. 

During  the  week  of  October  lG-20  our  County  Institute  w^as  held. 
If  we  may  judge  by  public  sentiment  and  opinion,  it  was  up  to  the 
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standard.  Eloquent  and  timely  addresses  were  delivered  by  each  of 
the  instructors:  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips  of  West  Chester;  Hon.  F.  B. 
Willis,  Washington,  I).  C.  and  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Winona,  Ind. 
The  evening  entertainments  and  lectures  as  well  as  the  musical  fea- 
tures of  the  day  program  were  well  received.  We  were  especially  glad 
to  be  able  to  report  a  full  attendance  of  teachers. 

During  the  summer  following  the  close  of  the  school  year,  1911-12, 
a  greater  precentage  of  our  teachers  is  to  be  found  attending  school 
making  special  preparation  for  their  work  than  in  any  other  year 
within  our  knowledge.  We  attribute  this  largely  to  the  higher  re- 
quirements made  of  teachers  under  the  New  Code. 

In  general  we  feel  that  we  have  had  a  successful  year.  But  we  are 
expecting  greater  things  in  the  year  just  beginning. 

To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  directors,  teachers  and 
all  others  who  have  contributed  to  the  good  of  the  results  achieved 
our  sincere  gratitude  is  due.  We  respectfully  bespeak  your  continued 
interest. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— J.  G.  Dell. 


Another  year  has  been  added  to  the  history  of  the  Huntingdon 
county  schools.  Probably  no  other  history  is  of  such  vital  importance 
to  any  community  as  its  school  history.  Like  the  mariner's  compass 
to  the  crew  on  the  bosom  of  the  briny  blue,  the  school  history  shows  in 
what  direction  a  community  is  traveling.  We  trust  the  year's  work 
will  show  that  we  are  ascending  to  the  higher  plane. 

Under  our  supervision  we  had,  during  the  year,  two  hundred  thirty- 
eight  schools  which  were  taught  by  two  hundred  and  forty  regular 
teachers.  In  these  schools  were  enrolled  about  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  pupils,  more  than  a  thousand  of  whom  defied  the  rigors  of 
1he  severest  winter  in  the  memory  of  our  most  aged  citizens  by  at- 
tending school  every  day.  In  nearly  four  hundred  visits,  we  found 
but  few  schools  which  were  not  very  well  attended. 

Most  of  the  work  in  our  eleven  high  schools  was  very  good.  Several 
of  them  did  not  graduate  a  class  owing  to  the  change  from  a  lower  to 
a  higher  grade  school.  All  but  three  have  added  a  year  to  their  respec- 
tive course  or  nearly  one  year.  It  will  serve  to  hold  our  pupils  in 
school  one  year  longer.  Next  year  will  show  the  largest  classes  in 
the  history  of  the  county  schools. 

Beginning  on  the  fifth  day  of  June,  1911,  we  conducted  twenty 
examinations  and  issued  one  hundred  ninety-nine  provisional  certi- 
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ficates  and  seven  professional  certificates  above  those  issued  to  per- 
sons who  took  the  examination  for  permanent  certificates.  One  hun- 
dred and  five  persons  were  rejected  because  they  were  not  found  strong 
enough  to  meet  our  high  standard  Special  stress  was  laid  on  En- 
glish, arithmetic  and  pedagogy.  Our  young  teachers  are  especially 
enthusiastic  in  the  pursuance  of  the  professional  reading  course.  It 
is  with  regret  that  we  say  that  some  of  our  older  teachers,  who  hold 
higher  certificates,  are  not  so  enthusiastic  in  this  work.  Several  of 
them  were  retired  Avhen  our  schools  were  recently  "let."  Growing 
depends  on  food  and  atmosphere.  The  teacher  who  fails  to  feed  his 
mind  on  the  thought  of  modern  writers  and  breathe  the  atmosphere 
of  modern  pedagogic  activity'  must  give  way  to  the  young  person  who 
will  do  so.  It  is  not  long  experience  so  much  as  successful  experiejice 
we  want.  Our  teachers  read  Colgrove's  '"The  Teacher  and  the  School," 
Seeley's  ";Xew  School  Management,"  Kemp's  ''History  of  Education" 
and  Barnes'  "Educational  Foundations"  during  the  year.  Before 
any  professional  certificates  were  issued,  the  applicant  was  required 
to  pass  a  thorough  examination  in  literature,  physical  geography 
and  history  of  education. 

Beginning  on  INIarch  23,  we  examined  two  hundred  thirty-three 
eighth  grade  pupils  and  one  hundred  thirteen  high  school  students. 
Of  the  eighth  grade  students,  one  hundred  sixty-eight  received  eighth 
grade  diplomas  while  about  one-fourth  of  our  high  school  students 
were  held  over.  A  large  percentage  of  the  eighth  grade  graduates  will 
enter  high  school  next  September. 

Our  schools  were  taught  by  one  hundred  eleven  provisional  certi- 
ficate teachers,  thirty-two  of  whom  were  teaching  their  first  term, 
forty-three  who  held  professional  certificates,  thirty-seven  permanent 
certificates,  twelve  normal  school  graduates  and  five  college  graduates. 
While  many  of  our  under  graduate  teachers  do  very  good  work  our 
greatest  need  along  this  line  is  more  graduate  teachers.  Juniata 
College  and  the  Normal  schools  are  doing  much  to  improve  our  teach- 
ing force. 

The  county's  fifty-sixth  annual  institute  was  a  brilliant  success. 
The  institute  is  always  the  "Big  Occasion"  for  Huntingdon  during 
the  year.  Our  instructors  were  Superintendent  J.  M.  Coughlin  of 
Wilkes- Ha rre.  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith  of  Mansfield,  Hon.  E.  M.  McNeal  of 
Harrisburg,  Supt.  W.  M.  Pierce  of  Eidgway  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter 
of  Bloonisburg.  These  men  all  did  exceptionally  good  work  in  their 
respective  lines.  Tliere  Avas  no  abatement  in  the  interest  manifested 
in  local  institutes  during  the  year.  Personally  we  were  able  to  at- 
tend twenty  of  them. 

The  attendance  of  larger  pupils  is  not  so  good  as  we  should  like  to 
see,  especially  of  the  larger  boys.  We  long  for  the  time  when  fathers 
will  see  the  injustice  of  keeping  out  the  older  boys  "just  to  work." 
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The  fliaiige  in  our  system,  caused  by  the  Code,  created  an  active  stir 
last  fall,  yet  our  new  boards  took  hold  in  excellent  manner.  They 
attended  the  director's  convention  largely  and  received  superior  in- 
struction from  Dr.  O,  C.  Gortner.  Huntingdon  county  has  a  very 
good  corps  of  directors. 

We  believe  as  a  whole  the  work  of  the  year  was  more  than  usually 
successful.  Directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons  all  seemed  to 
be  intensely  interested  in  the  progress  of  our  schools. 

Thanking  all  for  the  good  results  obtained,  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
submitting  this  my  tenth  annual  report. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— James  F.  Chapman. 


During  the  past  year  the  schools  of  the  county  have  done  good 
work.  It  was  feared  that  the  changing  of  school  boards  in  the 
midst  of  a  term  of  school  might  be  a  hindrance  to  their  success,  but 
from  all  observations  no  serious  effects  resulted. 

The  boroughs  of  Saltsburg  and  Cherrytree  both  occupied  their  new 
school  buildings.  These  are  modern  structures,  erected  of  buff 
brick.  The  buildings  present  a  most  attractive  a])pearance,  and  are 
well  planned  for  the  comforts  and  interests  of  the  pupils. 

During  the  year  local  institutes  were  held  in  many  of  the  districts. 
The  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers  speaks  well  of  their  progress- 
ive school  spirit.  At  many  of  these  meetings  the  leading  teachers 
and  educators  of  the  county  met  and  the  addresses  were  inspiring 
and  instructive. 

Five  new  high  schools  were  organized  the  past  year,  and  each  made 
a  successful  start  by  doing  efficient  work.  One  of  these,  in  Pine  town- 
ship, has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  township  high  school 
organized  in  Indiana  county. 

An  application  for  a  high  school  from  Clymer  borough  has  been 
approved  by  the  Department.  This  school  will  certainly  meet  a 
much  felt  need  in  that  section  of  the  county. 

In  the  town  of  Kossiter  a  four-room  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  term  was  completed  by  using  the  basement  of  one  of  the 
churches  for  school  purposes.  A  new  building  Avill  be  erected  before 
the  opening  of  next  term  of  school. 

The  subject  of  proper  heating  and  ventilating  has  received  much 
attention  in  meetings  of  directors  and  teachers.  Two  of  the  largest 
districts  of  the  county  installed  heaters  the  past  year.    This  systenx 
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proved  unsatisfactory,  indeed,  as  the  furnaces  could  not  produce 
sufficient  heat  to  maintain  a  proper  temperature.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  tJie  State  Board  of  Education  when  working  on  plans  for  one- 
room  buildings  may  be  able  to  recommend  a  satisfactory  system  for 
]ieating  and  ventilating  at  a  reasonable  outlay  of  money. 

The  county  institute  was  well  attended,  there  being  but  one  ab- 
sentee among  the  teachers.  The  institute  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a 
strong  corps  of  instructors.  ISupt.  Coughlin  did  excellent  work  for 
the  teachers  during  the  entire  week.  He  is  authority  on  the  School 
Code  and  was  in  great  demand  at  the  meeting  of  the  directors.  Dr. 
Shaver  of  New  York  State  was  at  the  institute  during  the  entire 
session.  His  long  exijerience  in  institute  work  makes  him  one  of  the 
best  instructors.  Frank  Pearson  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  gave  practical 
and  interesting  addresses  during  the  three  days  he  spent  at  the 
(•(mveution.  Mrs.  Horace  Carmalt  of  Pittsburgh  was  present  during 
the  last  two  days  of  the  institute  and  gave  splendid  lectures  on  "The 
New  Education."  Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  successful  uianner 
in  which  Prof.  Charles  Dobsou  conducted  the  singing  of  the  insti- 
tute. The  evening  attractions  were  up  to  the  standard  in  every 
particular.  The  Dixie  Chorus,  S.  Parkes  Cadmau,  Ralph  Bingham, 
The  Anitas,  and  Kdnaid  Aniiierst  Ott  furnished  the  evening  enter- 
tainments of  the  week.     The  institute  was  a  success  financially. 

During  December  eigiiteen  and  nineteen  the  directors  held  their 
convention.  The  following  topics  were  ably  discussed:  Advantages 
to  be  derived  from  district  supervision,  Methods  and  Benefits  of 
good  ventilation,  Are  the  schools  better  than  when  we  were  boys?, 
Benefits  to  be  derived  from  School  Libraries,  Points  on  the  Code.  The 
convention  was  addressed  by  Supt.  Coughlin  and  Prof.  Frank  B. 
Pearson,  two  of  the  institute  instructors. 

^Examinations  were  held  in  twenty-one  districts.  Four  hundred 
three  applicants  were  examined.  Of  this  number  one  hundred 
eight}'  received  provisional  certificates  and  twenty-three  were  granted 
professional   certificates. 

In  concluding  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  the  prompt 
and  courteous  answers  1o  the  many  in(inii-ies  njade  necessary  by  the 
new  school  law. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— L.  Mavne  Jones. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed  we  have  continued  the  effort 
to  secure  better  teaching,  better  houses,  better  equipment  and 
grounds  and  to  relate  school  and  life  more  closely. 
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The  number  of  teachers  who  are  allowed  to  begin  without  some 
practical  instruction  in  the  theory  and  method  of  teaching  is  rapidly 
decreasing,  and  a  gradually  increasing  precentage  of  the  teachers  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  excellent  summer  schools  for  teachers.  By 
means  of  frequent  teachers'  meetings  and  the  annual  institute  some 
results  are  also  secured  in  the  effort  to  insure  good  teaching.  We  feel 
that  the  time  has  come  when  the  completion  of  a  shorter  normal 
course  should  be  made  a  requirement  for  all  teachers  who  have  not 
already  taught.  Every  year  we  see  teachers  fail  wholly  or  partly 
because  of  a  lack  of  preparation.  It  is  easy  to  enter  and  easy  to 
leave  any  business  for  which  little  special  preparation  is  required. 
Hence  a  new  set  of  teachers  must  be  broken  into  the  work  every  year. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  country  schools.  We  despair  of  seeing 
the  country  schools  the  force  that  they  should  be  until  at  least  two 
years  of  special  preparation  is  required.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  a  bulletin  was  mailed  each  teacher;  this  contained  suggestions 
on  teaching  and  in  jjarticular  set  forth  the  method  of  using  the  course 
of  study.  In  our  visitations  we  paid  particular  attention  to  this 
feature  of  the  schools,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  found  this  work 
satisfactory;  however  a  few  failed  to  understand  and  make  thisi 
classification;  in  most  instances  these  were  set  right  at  the  time  of 
the  visit.  In  this  particular  our  schools  made  their  greatest  advance 
during  the  year. 

In  the  bulletins  mailed  teachers  and  directors,  certain  requirements 
and  conditions  essential  to  the  conduct  of  a  rural  school  were  given. 
All  schools  meeting  these  conditions  have  been  classified  as  standard 
schools.  The  requirements  follow:  A  capable  well  prepared  and 
efficient  teacher.  Good  organization,  discipline  and  teaching.  A 
comfortable  and  sanitary  house  and  sufficient  gronnds  and  sanitary 
outbuildings.  Proper  equipment,  including  a  library  suitable  for  the 
children,  dictionaries,  maps  and  globe. 

Thirty-nine  of  the  one  hundred  sixty  one-room  schools  met  these 
conditions  fully.  This  is  a  comparatively  small  number ;  but  neither 
teachers  nor  directors  fully  understood  the  matter.  Many  schools 
could  not  be  classified  as  standard  because  of  some  small  omission 
such  as  the  lack  of  a  glob,  failure  of  a  teacher  to  report,  or  other 
similar  reasons.  In  another  year  there  will  be  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  which  will  meet  the. conditions.  The  physical  conditions  are 
not  all  that  they  should  be  but  both  the  directors  and  the  teachers  in 
co-operation  with  the  patrons  have  been  doing  commendable  work  in 
making  improvements.  Arbor  Day  has  been  very  generally  observed, 
and  good  results  in  the  way  of  trees,  flowers,  etc.  on  the  grounds  are 
now  noted. 

In  the  matter  of  connecting  the  schools  more  closely  with  real  life, 
condilions  c<;n>i(^ered,.  we  are  making  same  progress.     An  increasing 
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number  of  our  teachers  are  taking  from  home  and  farm  life  the  data 
for  arithmetic,  making  use  of  the  same  in  nature  study  and  geo- 
graphy and  in  language.  Teachers  and  eighth  grade  pupils  are  ex- 
amined in  agriculture  as  outlined  in  the  course  of  study.  In  a 
number  of  the  districts  material  was  supplied  for  paper  cutting,  stick 
laying,  clay  moulding,  sewing,  etc.,  for  the  primary  grades.  We  have 
strongly  urged  directors  in  all  districts  to  supply  such  material  for 
the  coming  year. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— J.  H.  Deen. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  report  the  educational  work  of  our 
county  for  another  year.  It  has  been  a  very  busy  year  for  me,  but 
one  filled  with  pleasure  in  seeing  a  corps  of  earnest  teachers,  sup- 
ported by  loyal  directors  laboring  for  the  success  of  our  schools.  It 
is  true  that  not  all  the  work  has  been  as  thorough  as  we  should  like 
to  see,  but  let  us  think  of  the  excellent  w^ork  that  hasi  been  done  in 
some  of  the  schools  and  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  who  are  weak, 
that  they  may  do  more  efficient  service,  knowing  that  every  true 
effort  will  bring  its  own  reward. 

The  matter  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  our  pupils  in  certain  dis- 
tricts has  caused  our  directors  much  annoyance.  It  is  a  lamentable 
fact,  many  parents  seem  to  forget  for  what  the  schools  are  kept  up. 
The  past  winter  was  one  of  great  severity,  and  about  80  per  cent,  of 
our  school  children  are  from  the  rural  districts,  so  that  our  average, 
which  was  84  per  cent,  fell  Just  a  little  below  that  of  the  former  year. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  equipping  themselves  more  fully  for  their 
work  by  attending  colleges.  State  Normals,  and  local  normals  during 
vacation.  Others  have  ceased  teaching  until  they  will  have  finished 
their  courses  of  study.  Teachers  are  taking  more  interest  in  pro- 
fessional reading  each  year,  for  which   we  are  glad. 

Our  Annual  Teachers'  Institute,  held  November  27,  December  1, 
1911,  was  the  most  satisfactory  in  every  way,  of  all  the  institutes  I 
have  conducted.  Every  teacher  was  in  attendance,  giving  attention. 
The  instructors  were  men  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  their 
instruction  was  plain  and  practical,  just  what  our  teachers  need 
to  help  them  in  their  work.  We  had  for  day  work.  Dr.  O.  T.  Coi*son, 
Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  Prof.  F.  F.  Helsepple  and  Hon.  Eeed  B.  Teitrick. 
For  evening  lectures:  Dr.  Corson,  Dr.  King  and  Gov.  Robt.  B.  Glenn, 
and  for  entertainment  *'The  Fellow  Singers."  The  meetings  were 
well  attended,  and  the  anditois  were  loud  in  their  praises  of  each 
number. 
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Our  directors  met  in  their  annual  convention,  Wednesday  of  in- 
stitute week  with  a  good  representation  of  their  number  from  almost 
all  parts  of  our  county.  They  were  addressed  in  a  very  helpful  man- 
ner at  the  opening-  of  their  session  by  Hon.  J.  N.  Keller,  Esq.,  of 
Miflflintown,  Pa.,  and  later  in  their  sessions  they  gave  audience  to 
Hon.  O.  T.  Corson  nnd  Dr.  Byron  W.  King.  All  were  listened  to 
with  much  interest.  Directors  deserve  much  credit  for  the  way  in 
which  they  co-operate  with  their  teachers;  but  we  feel  that  there 
should  be  a  closer  relatitm  existing  between  directors  and  teacher, 
that  is,  the  school  board  has  a  perfect  right  to  know  just  what  kind 
of  service  is  being  rendered  by  the  teachers  employed.  It  was  our 
good  pleasure,  in  all  of  the  districts  to  have  representatives  of  the 
school  boards  accompany  us  in  our  visits.  We  would  advise  that 
visits  by  directors  and  patrons  be  more  numerous,  as  they  can  be 
made  very  beneficial. 

We  have  three  borough,  one  borough  and  township  joint  high 
scliool  and  one  township  high  school,  all  of  which  are  doing  good 
work.  Three  of  our  borough  schools  have  a  four  year  course,  and  the 
other  schools  have  a  three  year  course.  We  look  upon  the  high  school 
as  a  great  opportunty  for  our  boys  and  girls,  and  we  trust  parents 
may  see  the  importance  of  keeping  the  young  folks  in  school  through- 
out the  term,  as  they  are  getting  in  tiie  high  school  the  educational 
training  they  so  much  need  for  the  future. 

There  were  thirty-five  graduates  from  our  high  schools  during  the 
past  year.  Each  school  closing  with  very  appropriate  commencement 
exercises. 

More  than  100  pupils  aspiring  to  high  school  work  took  examina- 
tion during  the  year,  and  about  70  per  cent,  were  found  ready  for  the 
work,  most  of  whom  expect  to  attend. 

We  feel  greatly  indebted  to  all  with  whom  we  had  to  do,  for  the 
cordial  support  and  kind  co-operation.  We  thank  teachers  for  will- 
ing assistance  rendered  in  our  institute  work,  both  county  and  local, 
directors  and  patrons  for  the  kind  and  courteous  manner  in  whicii 
we  were  received  at  their  homes,  the  editors  of  our  county  for  iljeii- 
liberality  in  the  use  of  printer's  ink,  and  .  Itove  all  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  the  very  prompt  assistance  accorded. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  Q.  Taylor. 


1  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  thirty-one 
district  (18  townships  and  13  boroughs)  under  my  supervision.  Con- 
siderino-  all  conditions,  and  the  total  output,  this  has  been  the  most 
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successful  year  in  the  history  of  the  county.  Since  1  began  my  work 
in  this  county,  seven  boroughs  have  grown  to  have  five  thousand  in- 
habitants each,  or  more,  and  have  elected  borough  superintendents. 
These  boroughs  have  an  aggregate  of  200  teachers  or  more,  and  about 
10,000  pupils.  In  the  thirty-one  districts  remaining  under  my  super- 
vision, 221  teachers  are  employed,  over  eight  thousand  pupils  are 
enrolled,  and  thirteen  high  schools  are  maintained,  from  which 
seventy-two  students  were  graduated  last  year — nearly  all  of  these 
in  a  three-year  course. 

This  is  about  four  times  the  number  annually  graduated  from 
high  schools  before  these  seven  boroughs  became  independent.  I 
have  not  the  figures  at  hand,  but  it  is  probable  that  at  least  an  equal 
number  (72)  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  of  these  seven 
boroughs  last  year,  making  a  total  of  144  high  school  graduates,  as 
compared  with  IS  or  20  graduated  from  all  the  high  schools  of  the 
county  before  these  boroughs  became  independent.  Nor  is  this 
sl  fair  comparison  in  measuring  higher  education  in  the  county.  For 
at  that  time  the  maximum  high  school  course  was  two  years;  now 
nearly  all  of  our  high  schools  have  a  three-year  course.  This  means 
that  144  graduates  in  a  three-year  course  would  equal  about  216  grad- 
uates in  a  two-year  course.  In  other  words,  about  twelve  times  as 
much  high  school  work  is  being  done  now  as  was  done  in  the  same 
territory  before  the  independent  districts  were  established. 

This  year  I  examined  110  applicants  from  rural  schools,  and  issued 
high  school  admission  cards  to  70  of  these  applicants.  Nearly  all 
of  these  70  students  will  enter  high  schools  this  year.  Other  facts  of 
general  interest  are  as  follows:  Average  length  of  the  school  term, 
7.06  months;  average  number  of  mills  levied  on  the  triennial  valua- 
tion of  1910,  5.16  mills ;  average  per  cent,  of  attendance,  86  per  cent. ; 
average  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month,  |2.38. 

County  Institute. 

The  greatest  educational  event  of  the  year  in  auy  county  is  the 
annual  teachers'  institute.  This  even  sets  the  pace  of  educational 
activity  for  the  year.  Our  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of 
September  4-8,  1911.  About  475  teachers  Avere  enrolled,  including 
those  (CD)  from  the  city  of  Carbondale.  As  no  superintendent  liad 
been  elected  in  that  city,  these  teachers  attended  the  county  institute. 
Instructors  and  subjects  were  as  follows:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Peda- 
gogy; Dr.  C.  T.  McFarlane,  Geography;  Dr.  Thos.  I.  Mairs,  Agricul- 
ture; Miss  Gratia  L.  Eice,  Drawing;  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins,  \'ocal 
Music. 

The  tencherpi  adopted  a  teachers'  reading  course,  including  Col- 
grove'."«t  "The  Teacher  and  the  School,"  "Educational   Foundations" 
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and  Goff  and  Mayne's  ''First  Principles  of  Agriculture,"  They  also 
decided  to  hold  regular  monthly  meetings  in  the  several  institute 
districts  during  the  year.  The  institute  was  followed  by  marked 
improvement  in  the  schools,  especially  in  agriculture  and  drawing. 
These  topics  will  be  continued  next  year. 

Directors'   Associations. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  teachers'  institute  is  the  directors'  as- 
sociation, and  this  meeting  may  be  at  times  more  important  than  the 
institute,  if  the  directors  are  progressive  and  energetic.  The  19th 
annual  meeting  of  our  county  association  of  school  directors  was 
held  on  December  21,  1911.  The  lecturers  were  Dr.  D.  W.  LaRue, 
who  spoke  on  Duties  of  Directors  and  Higher  Education  and  Prof. 
0.  C.  Lister,  who  spoke  on  the  Palmer  Method  of  Penmanship.  Both 
of  these  lecturers  were  clear  and  effective,  and  were  well  received  by 
the  directors.  Other  inspiring  addresses  were  given  by  local  speak- 
ers, viz:  the  president's  address,  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Knedler;  "Educative 
Value  of  Environment,"  by  W.  L.  Allen  of  Peckville  and  "Keeping 
School  Acounts,"  by  Chas.  H.  Beattys,  President  of  Blakely  School 
Board.  The  last  two  addresses  were  published  in  full  in  the  local 
newspapers.  A  new  feature  of  this  meeting  was  an  exhibition  of 
writing  and  drawing  by  pupils  of  the  schools  of  the  county'.  Officers 
elected  for  next  year  are :  President,  Chas.  H.  Beattys  of  Blakely ; 
Vice  Presidents,  John  E.  Loughney  of  Jermyn  and  M.  D.  Potter  of 
Benton ;  Secretary,  George  A.  Emery  of  Elmhurst  and  Treasurer,  W. 
E.  LaRue  of  Newton.  These  officers  and  the  superintendent  of  schools 
attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Association  of  School  Di- 
rectors, held  in  Harrisburg,  on  February  1  and  2,  1912. 

Professional  Training. 

Following  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  county  institute,  regular 
monthly  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  in  all  the  large  districts, 
in  which  the  "Teachers'  Reading  Course"  was  made  the  basis  of 
studj'  throughout  the  year.  Second,  a  "Teachers'  Training  Class," 
composed  of  teachers  who  had  three  or  more  years'  experience,  met 
the  superintendent  for  instruction  ten  times  during  the  year,  to  pre- 
pare for  examination  for  the  professional  certificate.  Instruction 
was  given  in  English  and  American  literature,  zoology,  McMurry's 
"How  to  Study"  and  Colgrove's  "The  Teacher  and  the  School."  Of 
the  twenty-three  members  of  this  class,  twenty-one  passed  the  exami- 
nation, and  received  professional  certificates. 

The  Palmer  Method. 

Writing  in  the  public  schools  had  become  a  "lost  art."  The  writ- 
ing of  the  average  high  school  graduate  was  illegible,  and  was  ex- 
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ecuted  slowly  aud  painfully  and  wholly  with  the  finger  movement. 
Three  years  ago  we  adopted  the  'Talmer  Method  of  Penmanship"  iiB 
the  schools  of  this  county.  Profiting  by  the  free  correspondence 
course  in  the  Palmer  Writing,  more  than  one  hundred  of  our  teachers? 
have  secured  the  teacher's  certificate  in  Palmer  Writing.  Th«  work; 
done  by  our  teachers  in  penmanship  has  attracted  attention,  and' 
several  neighboring  districts  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  have;* 
taken  up  free-movement  writing.  Great  praise  is  due  to  Bloomsburg 
State  Normal  School,  and  especially  to  Prof.  A.  B.  Black,  for  the 
excellent  work  they  are  doing  in  penmanship.  Many  of  their  recent 
graduates  are  competent  teachers  of  free  movement  writing. 

Agriculture. 

Believing  as  I  do,  that  education  should  prepare  for  life,  I  feel 
that  all  pupils  in  rural  schools  should  study  agriculture.  Acting  on 
my  recommendations,  the  several  boards  in  rural  districts  have  added 
agriculture  to  the  course  of  study.  Last  year  Gofl'  and  Mayne's 
''First  Principles  of  Agriculture"  was  studied  by  the  pupils  of  the? 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  in  nearly  all  of  our  rural  schools.  More' 
comprehensive  text-books  in  agriculture,  including  "Warren's  Agri-- 
culture,"  ''Wilkinson's  Agriculture"  and  "Agi'iculture  for  Beginners/' 
were  studied  in  the  high  schools  of  Moscow,  South  Abington,  Dalton, 
Waverly.  Fell  township  and  Jermyn.  We  had  Prof.  Thos.  I.  Mairs 
of  State  College  to  lecture  on  agriculture  at  our  last  county  institute, 
and  will  continue  this  subject  in  our  next  institute. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— Daniel  Fleisher. 


Properly  to  report  the  real  conditions  of  the  schools  in  a  county 
like  this  is  not  an  easy  matter.  On  account  of  the  greatness  of  the 
field  the  superintendent  must  be  satisfied  with  a  rather  superficial 
inspection.  However,  in  a  very  short  visit  the  personality  of  the* 
teacher,  the  atmosphere  of  the  school,  and  the  general  character  of 
the  work  done  can  be  fairly  estimated.  The  superintendent  cannot 
become  acquainted  with  those  facts  that  indicate  a  lack  of  tact  and 
consistency  of  action  outside  of  the  school,  and  that  have  so  much 
to  do  in  determining  the  real  success  of  a  teacher. 

There  are  G34  teachers  under  my  supervision,  and  in  the  short  time 
allotted  for  visitation  to  see  so  many  requires  a  carefully  planned 
program.    During  the  year  it  w\as  my  privilege  to  be  in  every  school 
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of  the  county,  excejjt  the  one  that  was  closed  on  account  oi'  an  edict 
of  the  board  of  health  during  the  days  in  which  tlie  schools  of  that 
district  were  visited. 

The  schools  of  the  county  are  widely  distributed  throughout  the 
rural  districts.  The  excellent  trolley  system  that  radiates  into 
almost  every  section  of  this  locality  makes  it  possible  to  cover  much 
more  territory  than  could  be  gone  over  before  the  advent  of  this 
iiiodern  system  of  travel.  But  the  school  houses  are  not  along  the 
trolley  lines,  and  the  directors  deserve  credit  for  the  arrangement 
iinade  by  them  so  that  the  superintendent  can  expeditiously  and  com- 
iPoj-tably  reach  the  scattered  houses. 

The  local  school  boards  are  composed  of  men  who  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  schools  under  their  care.  In  many  districts  the  di- 
rectors make  regular  and  systematic  visits,  and  the  results  of  the 
frequent  conference  between  the  directors  and  the  teachers  are  most 
salutary,  and  noticeable.  The  men  who  without  any  reward,  except 
that  which  comes  from  the  consciousness  of  doing  a  worthy  act, 
render  this  valuable  service  to  the  schools  are  deserving  of  much 
credit. 

In  some  of  the  country  districts  and  in  the  boroughs  the  principals 
of  the  high  schools  give  valuable  aid  to  the  teachers  that  have  been 
placed  under  them.  The  high  school  principals  of  the  county  are* 
capable  and  scholarly  men  and  women,  and  their  w^ork  both  as  teach- 
ers and  supervisors  is  of  a  high  order. 

The  New  Code. 

The  people  of  this  county  have  accepted  the  new  order  of  things 
but  the  closing  of  the  school  year  in  July,  instead  of  in  June  causes 
much  inconvenience  to  those  who  live  in  rural  districts.  July  is  a 
busy  month  for  the  farmer.  In  this  county  the  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber of  men  on  the  boards  has  not  been  an  advantage.  Other  features 
of  the  law  are  not  looked  upon  with  much  favor.  However,  all  are 
trying  to  become  familiar  with  the  new  requirements  and  all  are  en- 
deavoring to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  code. 

New  Houses. 

During  the  year  some  new  houses  have  been  erected  and  in  all 
these  new  buildings  a  decided  step  forward  has  been  taken.  In  at- 
tractiveness and  in  adaptability  for  the  use  intended  these  buildings 
show  a  marked  advance  in  school  architecture.  The  buildings  in 
appearance  and  in  comfortable  conditions  within  them  compare 
favorably  with  the  homes  of  the  district.  In  West  Donegal,  Rapho, 
•Clay  and  Upper  Leiicock  buildings  that  contain  many  attractive  and 
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desirable  features  were  erected.  In  the  last  named  district  the  fine 
building  with  the  two  rooms  on  the  first  fioor  is  a  commendable  de- 
parture from  the  usual  method  of  school  house  construction. 

In  West  Lampeter  a  new  building  was  erected  to  accommodate  the 
pupils  desiring  to  attend  their  newly-formed  high  school.  Although 
it  was  thought  the  new  building  would  be  ample  for  their  needs,  the 
people  of  that  township  take  such  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  high 
school  that  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  they  find  their  large  room  to 
be  too  small  for  the  future. 

School  Grounds. 

In  many  districts  the  school  grounds  are  ample  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended. In  the  past  in  some  cases,  there  has  been  a  marked  lack  of 
foresight.  The  location  of  the  houses  and  the  character  of  the 
grounds  indicate  a  failure  to  realize  the  needs  of  children.  Should 
the  present  members  change  the  location  of  such  houses  the  people 
would  not  be  able  to  see  the  wisdom  of  the  action. 

In  some  districts  both  grounds  and  buildings  are  kept  in  excel- 
lent condition.  It  is  gratifying  to  notice  the  intelligent  interest 
taken  by  directors  in  those  things  that  at  one  time  were  considered 
of  relative  little  importance.  The  esthetic  needs  of  the  child  are 
no  longer  ignored. 

The  Teachers. 

The  intluence  of  the  excellent  normal  school  located  in  this  county 
is  very  apparent.  Many  of  the  teachers  are  graduates  of  the  school, 
but  the  influence  is  not  confined  to  those  who  have  received  their 
training  in  that  institution.  The  high  schools  of  the  county  also 
furnish  teachers  with  good  scholastic  equipment.  With  the  oppor- 
tunities for  educational  advancement  found  within  reach  of  all  in 
this  county  no  one  of  low  scholastic  attainment  should  ask  to  enter 
the  ranks  of  the  profession.  YVTiile  some  of  our  teachers  lack 
breadth  in  scholarship  the  failures  and  the  relative  ineflicient  are 
found  among  those  who  do  not  have  the  spirit  of  the  teacher. 

The  County  Institute. 

To  accommodate  the  people  on  two  days  the  institute  was  divided 
and  identical  progi'ams  were  given  in  the  two  largest  rooms  that 
could  be  secured.  By  this  method  many  more  people  were  permitted 
to  enjoy  the  exercises.  Even  by  this  arrangement  many  were  denied 
the  privilege  of  hearing  the  speakers. 

The  county  institute  is  always  looked  forward  to  as  an  occasion 
when  pleasure,  intellectual  acumen,  help,  and  inspiration  may  be 
gained.  Patrons,  directors  and  teachers  go  away  from  them  with 
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a  feeling  that  the  Aveek  has  been  a  profitable  one.     To  change  the 
character  of  the  institute  would,  in  this  county,  be  a  mistake. 

The  instructors  of  the  institute  were  President  E.  B.  Bryan,  Prin- 
cipal, W.  N.  Ferris,  Hon.  Fred  L.  Keeler,  Hon,  H.  Houck  and  Miss 
Mary  G.  Tennyson. 

The  Directors'  Meeting. 

Through-  the  courtesy  of  the  management  of  the  Normal  School 
for  years  the  directors  have  been  holding  their  annual  meeting  at 
Millersville.  It  is  a  delightful  place  for  the  meeting  and  the  attend- 
ance in  November  was  large.  The  addresses  by  prominent  speakers 
were  sane,  helpful  and  inspiring. 

The  School  Term. 

A  school  term  of  seven  mouths  with  a  compulsory  attendance  of 
only  a  part  of  that  time  does  not  give  the  child  a  fair  chance.  The 
directors  are  willing  to  give  the  people  a  longer  term,  but  in  this  rural 
county  with  its  great  agricultural  interest  it  is  impossible  to  keep 
the  larger  i^upils  in  school  for  even  seven  months.  In  many  cases 
the  scarcity  of  labor  is  such  that  the  fields  must  remain  unfilled  and 
the  crops  ungarnered  unless  the  older  children  come  to  the  rescue. 
The  rural  school  problem  can  not  be  settled  by  the  theorist  who 
sits  in  his  office  and  merely  scans  statistics  with  reference  to  rural 
conditions.  It  is  a  question  that  can  be  rightly  solved  only  by  the 
wise  and  sympathetic  men  who  are  willing  to  get  into  close  actual 
touch  with  the  people  who  live  on  the  farm. 

To  one  who  for  more  than  thirty-five  vears  had  been  connected  with 
graded  schools  it  was  a  new  experience  to  assume  the  work  of  a 
county  superintendent.  While  the  past  year  has  been  the  most  active 
and  strenuous  ever  spent  in  my  educational  work,  it  has  also  been 
one  of  peculiar  satisfaction  and  delight.  For  the  pleasure  of  the  year 
I  am  indebted  to  my  predecessor  in  office,  to  the  intelligent  and  con- 
siderate directors  of  the  county,  to  the  earnest  and  appreciative 
teachers,  and  to  the  children  and  others  with  whom  my  work  brought 
me  into  contact.  I  desire  also  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help- 
ful service  rendered  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


LAWRENCE   COUNTY— W.   Lee   Gilmore. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  consistent  application 
and  well  directed  effort  on  the  part  of  all  those  connected  with  the 
work  in  Lawrence  county.     The  main  object  has  been  ta  secure  the 
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best  classification  and  gradation  possible.  To  secure  this  end  the 
State  Course  of  Study  was  again  made  the  basis  as  last  year.  The 
State  Course  is  working  verv'  satisfactorily  in  this  county.  A  greater 
degree  of  uniformity  is  secured  by  following  it.  The  teachers  have 
an  objective  point  at  which  to  aim. 

The  eighth  grade,  or  high  school  entrance  examinations,  were  based 
on  eighth  grade  work  as  outlined  in  the  course  of  study.  Teachers 
were  thus  enabled  to  drill  pupils  desiring  to  enter  high  school  along 
uniform  lines.  A  preliminary  test  was  sent  from  my  office  to  each 
teacher  and  given  to  all  prospective  high  school  students  during  their 
last  month  in  school.  Those  making  satisfactory  marks  in  the  pre- 
liminary were  recommended  for  the  regular  high  school  examination. 
Committees  composed  of  one  high  school  principal  and  two  element- 
ary school  teachers  held  examinations  at  all  points  in  the  county 
where  high  schools  are  located.  The  examination  questions  were  sent 
from  my  office.  All  were  held  the  same  day  and  all  pupils  answered 
the  same  questions.  Two  hundred  eighty-eight  pupils  were  recom- 
mended. One  hundred  ninety  passed  successfully  and  were  issued 
certificates  to  enter  high  school.  The  results  in  these  tests  reflect 
great  credit  on  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  five  borough  and  four  township  high  schools  of  the  county  are 
doing  more  uniform  work  than  ever  before.  The  course  of  study  as 
outlined  in  the  Manual  issued  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion is  now  used  almost  exclusively  in  our  schools.  The  schools  hav- 
ing but  one  teacher  attempting  only  two  years  of  the  course.  This 
gives  much  better  results  as  more  time  can  be  devoted  to  the  recita- 
tion periods. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute,  held  jointly  with  the  city 
of  New  Castle,  showed  on  enrollment  of  every  county  teacher  and 
every  city  teacher  except  two,  these  being  detained  by  illness. 

Local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  in  almost  every  district. 
Centralization  and  consolidation  of  schools,  manual  training,  domes- 
tic science  and  music  received  much  discussion  at  these  meetings. 
This  shows  great  interest  on  the  part  of  our  patrons  and  directors 
for  increased  school  facilities  and  opportunities. 

Four  townships  comprising  fifty-five  schools,  and  two  boroughs 
comprising  twenty-nine  schools  had  supervisors  of  music  last  year. 
The  beneficial  results  of  music  in  the  public  schools  has  been  clearly 
proved  and  more  districts  will  add  it  next  year. 

There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  preparation  of  our  teachers. 
Teachers  are  realizing  that  equipment,  educationally  as  well  as  pro- 
fessionally is  an  essential  element  of  success.     Fifteen  of  the  two  hun- 
dred six  teachers  were  college  graduates,  sixty-two   State  Normal 
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graduates,  twenty-six  permanent  certificates,  thirty-four  professional 
certificates  and  sixty-nine  provisional  certificates.  Forty-seven  were 
first  year  teachers. 

The  past  year's  work  has  been  highly  satisfactory.  The  teachers 
honestly  endeavoring  to  improve  the  schools.  The  directors  manifest 
much  interest.  The  directors  number  one  hundred  twenty-five.  One 
hundred  five  were  enrolled  at  the  Directors'  Convention  in  February. 
The  directors  are  making  every  effort  by  good  business  methods  and 
wise  expenditures  of  money  to  offer  the  best  facilities  for  education 
that  the  schools  can  possibly  afford. 

In  conclusion  1  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  its  helpfulness,  to  the  public  press 
of  the  county  for  its  generosity  and  its  attitude  on  educational  mat- 
ters, to  the  directors,  teachers,  jjupils  and  all  those  who  assisted  in 
making  the  work  of  this  year  pleasant  and  profitable. 


LEBANON   COUNTY— John   W.    Snoke. 


The  change  in  the  administration  of  our  school  atfairs  effected  by 
the  ])rovisi(ms  of  the  new  School  Code  Avas  made  without  the  least 
friction  or  dissatisfaction.  Beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  the  most 
important  educational  event  in  the  history  of  our  vState  since  the 
adoption  of  our  public  school  system  was  the  enactment  of  the  pres- 
ent School  Code.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  provision 
made  for  closer  supervision  of  country  schools  was  not  fully  carried 
out  by  the  Legislature. 

Cornwall,  Heidleberg  and  South  Lebanon  districts  introduced  the 
plan  of  closer  supervision  by  electing  the  principals  of  their  high 
schools,  W.  M.  Heilman,  Irvin  Boeshore,  J.  J.  Behney,  respectively, 
supervising  principals  in  their  districts.  The  work  these  gentlemen 
did  warrants  the  recommendation  of  the  jdan  in  other  districts. 

The  provision  made  in  the  Code  for  school  consolidation  is  wise. 
We  have,  at  least,  a  score  of  schools  scattered  over  our  county  in 
which  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  ranges  from  four  to  twelve. 
These  schools  are  not  only  weak  in  numbers  of  pupils,  but  also  in 
quality  of  work.  In  a  school  of  six  or  eight  children  the  life  of  a  real 
school  is  sensibly  wanting.  These  schools  are  almost  invariably 
found  in  the  hands  of  teachers  having  the  lowest  grade  of  certificate 
and  no  experience  in  teaching.     Somehow  the  belief  exists  that  any- 
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one  can  teach  one  of  these  weak  schools,  and,  therefore,  a  school 
board  is  not  justified  in  employing  the  highest  paid  teacher  to  take 
charge  of  a  school  consisting  of  a  half  dozen  pupils. 

Only  two  of  our  districts,  namely.  North  Londonderry  and  West 
Cornwall  took  adyantage  of  the  provisions  made  in  the  School  Code  for 
medical  inspection,  I  sincerely  hope  this  may  not  be  the  case  next 
year.  To-day  we  recognize  that  the  whole  child  must  receive  at- 
tention while  in  school.  Not  only  must  the  child's  intellect  be  devel- 
oped, but  its  moral  and  physical  welfare  must  be  scrupulously  cared 
for.  Many  of  our  pupils  whose  daily  recitation  work  falls  below  the 
standard,  Avliose  term  averages  are  low,  and  who  fail  to  be  promoted 
at  the  end  of  the  ,year,  are  retarded  in  their  progress,  not  because 
the  teacher  failed  to  perform  her  duty,  nor  because  the  pupil  does 
not  try  daily  to  do  his  or  her  best,  but  because  of  some  physical 
defect,  such  as  defective  vision,  slightly  defective  hearing,  improper 
breathing,  poorly  heated  and  improperly  ventilated  school  rooms, 
etc.,  all  of  which  would,  to  a  great  extent,  be  obviated  by  medical  in- 
spection. Is  it  not  true  that  here  and  there  may  be  found  parents 
of  children  who  exercise  greater  care  to  avoid  defects  in  their  horses 
and  colts  than  to  remedy  physical  defects  in  their  children?  Fortu- 
nately we  are' approaching  an  age  in  which  people  realize  that  chil- 
dren have  rights,  and  parents  have  duties,  and  that  it  will  be  made 
impossible  to  inflict  upon  the  child,  ill  health  and  illiteracy  through 
negligence  on  the  part  of  parents  or  a  community,  when  these  can  be 
prevented  by  proper  medical  care  and  by  compulsory  attendance  at 
school.  I  am  glad  to  nay  that  our  school  boards  were  more  interested 
in  compulsory  attendance  than  ever.  In  the  majority  of  our  districts 
every  possible  ettort  was  made  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  compulsory  school  law. 

With  few  exceptions  our  teachers  did  very  good  work.  Again  I 
wish  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  the  teacher's  work  in  our  sys- 
tem of  public  education.  If,  ''On  earth  there  is  nothing  great  but 
man  and  in  man  there  is  nothing  great  but  mind,"  how  trauscendently 
significant  is  the  work  of  the  teacher.  Her  work  is  the  training  and 
developing  of  the  very  best  that  exists  in  the  immortal  being.  Any 
community  v\hich  undervalues  the  importance  of  the  teaching  pro- 
fession and  fails  to  give  it  adequate  moral  and  fina,ncial  support  un- 
dermines its  own  vitality.  One  of  the  latest  reports  of  the  United 
State  Commissioner  of  Education  places  the  average  annual  salary 
for  all  teachers  in  our  public  schools,  both  elementary  and  secondary, 
at  1875.80.  Eeports  from  thirty  cities  in  every  part  of  the  country 
place  the  average  annual  salary  for  ordinary  street  laborers  at 
1512.45  which  is  |137.15  more  than  the  average  salary  for  all  public 
school  teachers  in  the  United  States.  The  average  salaries  paid  to 
iron-moulders,    boiler   makers,   stone   cutters,    letter   carriers,   com- 
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positors,  electrical  workers,  railroad  trainmen,  brewery  employes, 
roofers  and  sheet  metal  workers  are  according  to  statistics,  nearly 
twice  the  average  salary  of  our  public  school  teachers. 

The  rural  teachers  throughout  the  United  States  receive  an  average 
of  less  than  $300  per  annum.  We  expect  these  underpaid  men  and 
women  whose  best  energies  are  consumed  with  the  bread  and  butter 
problem,  whose  freshness  and  vitality  early  become  blighted  at  the 
prospect  of  the  barren  future  opening  out  before  them — ^we  expect 
them  to  give  and  to  impart  to  our  school  children  the  very  best  that 
is  within  them,  all  for  less  than  three  hundred  dollars  a  year. 

If  the  earning  capacity  of  the  teachers  is  not  greater  than  the 
meager  salaries  they  receive,  then  the  nation's  life  is  endangered. 
The  education  of  our  youth  is  too  important  and  too  sacred  a  task 
to  entrust  it  to  persons  who  cannot  earn  more  than  the  ordinary  street 
laborer.  If  the  earning  capacity  of  teachers  is  greater  than  the 
salaries  they  receive  they  will  gradually  shift  to  callings  in  which 
the  pay  is  commensurate  with  their  earning  capacity.  Ko  doubt 
there  are  teachers  who  do  not  earn  more  than  they  receive.  On  the 
other  hand  there  are  thousands  of  teachers  whose  work  cannot  be 
measured  in  dollars  and  cents  and  who  justly  deserve  twice  the 
salaries  they  are  receiving  to-day.  Many  of  our  best  teachers — 
especially  men —  are  leaving  the  profession  for  more  remunerative 
work,  frequently  driven  to  take  this  step  against  their  own  wishes 
by  sheer  want.  It  is  to  be  regretted  deeply  that  the  School  Code 
failed  to  recognize  this  important  phase  of  our  public  school  work. 
The  standard  of  the  qualifications  of  teachers  has  been  raised  consid- 
erably. Greater  preparation  for  teaching  is  required,  and  justly  so. 
However,  the  advance  in  the  teachers'  remuneration  should  have  been 
proportionally  as  great  as  the  advance  in  the  teachers'  requirements. 

The  plan  of  holding  only  one  examination  of  applicants  for  the 
provisional  certificate  was  continued.  The  examination  was  held 
June  9th  and  10th.  The  work  in  all  the  branches,  except  in  reading, 
was  written.  One  hundred  twenty-six  applicants  were  examined,  to 
one  hundred  four  of  whom  I  granted  certificates  and  rejected  twenty- 
two.  This  plan  of  conducting  the  examination  meets  the  approval 
of  all  our  directors  and  teachers.  -Two  hundred  fifty  teachers  were 
employed,  ninety-one  of  whom  held  the  provisional  certificate,  eleven 
the  professional  certificate,  seventy-four  the  county  pennanent  cer- 
tificate, sixty-eight  were  graduates  of  State  Normal  schools,  six  held 
permanent  college  certificates.  Twenty-three  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience. These  figures  reveal  the  fact  that  we  continue  to  have  too 
many  teachers  who  hold  the  lowest  grade  certificate.  The  majority 
of  these  people  should  complete  a  course  at  one  or  the  other  of  our 
State  Normal  schools. 
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On  August  25,  1911,  there  was  held  a  conference  of  our  high  school 
find  grammar  grade  teachers.  The  entire  day  was  devoted  to  the 
discussion  of  important  questions  which  pertained  to  the  work  of 
these  two  grades.  With  a  few  exceptions  the  teachers  of  these  grades 
were  present  and  were  well  prepared  to  participate  in  the  discussion 
of  the  various  questions,  ^'ery  helpful  assistance  was  rendered  by 
Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  one  of  our  efficient  high  school  inspectors,  and  by 
Supt.  Fred  W.  Kobbins.  September  2,  1911,  I  m'et  all  the  beginner 
teachers  at  Lebanon  and  gave  them  instructions  in  school  organiza- 
tion, school  discipline,  etc.  In  this  work  I  was  ably  assisted  by  W. 
M.  Heilman,  principal  of  the  Cornwall  high  school  and  Supt.  Fred  W. 
Bobbins.  This  custom  has  been  in  vogue  in  our  county  for  many 
years  and  is  productive  of  good  results. 

The  annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  week 
beginning  October  23rd.  Our  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson  of 
Columbus,  Ohio;  Prof.  Charles  A.  Shaver,  institute  instructor  in  the 
State  of  New  York  and  James  M.  Coughlin,  Superintendent  of  Wil- 
kes-Barre.  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder  very  ably  conducted  the  music.  The 
evenings  were  filled  by  Dr.  Robert  Forbes  of  Philadelphia,  Dr. 
Eobert  Dwight  Grant  and  the  Otterbein  Quartet  and  Bell  Ringers^ 
The  instructions  during  the  entire  week  were  of  the  highest  order. 
Dr.  Grant's  lecture  on  "Trees  of  Eden;  or  Snakes  in  Paradise,"  was 
a  gem.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  enrolled  at  the  first  session 
and  all  but  one  attended  every  session.  The  institute  was  held  in 
St.  Mark's  Reformed  Church,  Lebanon  an  ideal  place  for  holding  an 
institute.  The  seating  capacity  of  this  church,  by  opening  the  Senior 
Sunday  School  room,  is  about  twelve  hundred.  On  Thursday,  direct- 
ors' Day,  the  entire  church  was  entirely  filled.  The  institute  was  in 
every  respect  a  great  success  and  the  instructions  that  were  given 
and  the  inspiration  it  afforded  must  produce  a  wholesome  influence 
upon  our  school  work.  Following  the  County  Institute,  there  were 
held  four  local  institutes,  embracing  all  school  districts  in  the 
county.  There  were  held  at  Palmyra,  Jonestown,  Myerstown  and  in 
Independent  District.  These  institutes  were  not  as  well  attended 
by  our  teachers  as  they  were  the  previous  years.  I  am  unable  to  as- 
sign any  particular  reason  for  the  lack  of  interest  manifested  by  the 
teachers.  Those  appointed  to  serve  on  the  various  programmes  all 
performed  their  duties  in  a  highly  creditable  manner.  City  Super- 
intendent Fred  W.  Robbins  delivered  excellent  addresses  ^t  all  of 
these  meetings.  No  earnest  teacher  will  fail  to  attend  her  local  in- 
stitute. 

Our  Directors'  Convention  was  held  February  23  and  24,  1912.  The 
two-day  session  was  a  new  feature.  In  all  probabilities  the  sessions 
of  this  organization  will  always  be  two-day  in  the  future.  When  one 
realizes  that  the  part  of  the  school  work  devolving  upon  our  school 
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directors  is  of  tlie  greatest  importauce  then  we  tan  readily  recognize 
that  a  two-day  session  of  our  directors'  convention  is  justifiable  and 
even  a  necessity.  Nearly  every  director  in  the  county  was  present. 
No  director  who  is  thoroughly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools 
will  willfully  absent  himself  from  this  convention.  The  instructors 
were  Prof.  W.  S.  Ilertzog,  State  High  School  Inspector,  Supt.  Charles 
Lose  of  Williamsport,  Prof.  Chas,  A.  Wagner  of  the  West  Chester 
State  Normal  School  and  Dr.  S.  E.  Weber,  of  the  State  College.  Dur- 
ing the  first  two  sessions  of  the  first  day  a  number  of  subjects  selected 
from  the  School  Code  were  discussed  by  the  directors,  Prof.  W.  S. 
Hertzog  and  Supt.  Fred  W.  Robbius  in  a  round  table  conference. 
The  county  superintendent  was  unable  to  attend  the  convention  on 
account  of  illness.  The  convention  was  the  best  ever  held  in  our 
county.    A  large  number  of  teachers  were  in  attendance. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  my  sincerest  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  their  wise  counsel, 
to  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  aid  given  to  educational  movements 
and  for  the  publicity  given  to  our  institute  and  convention  work,  and 
to  our  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons  for  their  hearty  co-oper- 
ation. 


LEHIGH   COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


Our  old  and  wornout  houses  are  steadily  being  replaced  by  new 
and  more  modern  buildings.  During  the  last  year  Upper  Macungie 
put  up  two  new  buildings,  one  at  Kuhns,  and  the  other  at  Smiths. 
Both  of  the  new  buildings  are  improved  structures,  having  cellar 
heaters  and  are  furnished  with  single  desks.  Slatedale,  in  Wash- 
ington township,  is  getting  a  new  four-room  building,  which  will 
alleviate  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  old  building.  It  is  located 
upon  a  new  site,  thus  doing  away  with  the  danger  to  which  the 
children  were  exposed  in  going  to  and  from  school  on  account  of 
the  rubbage  banks  and  slate  quarries.  It  will  have  all  the  modern 
appointments.  Catasauqua  has  just  completed  and  furnished  a  new 
high  school  building  on  the  same  grounds  as  the  Lincoln  building. 
This  is  a  model  building  in  every  respect.  It  will  be  occupied  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  term.  South  Allentown  borough  is  en- 
gaged in  the  erection  of  a  new  four-room  building  on  a  new  site. 
The  plans  for  this  building  were  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
State  Board.    It  is  expected  that  this  should  be  ready  for  the  opening 
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of  the  new  term.  Hanover  expects  to  have  a  new  two-room  building 
ready  by  the  opening  of  the  term  to  relieve  the  overcrowded  condi- 
tion of  Keiper's  school. 

All  our  teachers  are  appointed  for  the  next  term,  and  judging  by 
their  personnel,  we  will  have  a  strong  corps  of  teachers.  At  least, 
we  enter  upon  the  new  school  year  with  high  hopes  for  excellent  re- 
sults. There  is  a  large  decrease  in  the  number  of  teachers  holding 
provisional  certificates.  Out  of  the  entire  number  of  334  teachers 
next  year  there  will  be  only  43  teachers  holding  provisional  cer- 
tificates. 

The  new  code  gave  us  a  great  many  new  directors  in  the  middle 
of  the  term.  In  fact,  in  a  few  districts  entire  new  boards  went  into 
office.  They  invariably  took  up  the  work  of  directing  the  schools 
in  an  intelligent  manner,  and  none  of  the  schools  suffered  in  con- 
sequence of  the  change.  There  was  no  jarring  of  the  school  machinery 
in  any  way. 

Health  inspection  proved  very  satisfactory  in  the  districts  where 
we  had  it.  A  number  of  districts,  however,  labored  under  a  mis- 
apprehension and  refused  to  accept  inspection.  Of  course,  it  is 
too  early  to  see  the  beneficent  results  of  the  inspection.  I  believe, 
however,  that  the  inspection  in  many  cases  should  be  followed  up  by 
prescriptions  and  treatment  at  State  expense.  Many  of  the  parents 
are  too  poor  and  others  too  indiff'erent  to  give  attention  to  the  ail- 
ments of  their  children. 

Resignations  were  not  as  frequent  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  as  in 
former  years.  This  was  owing,  in  a  large  measure,  to  the  fact  that 
they  were  not  as  free  to  accept  new  positions  as  they  were  under 
the  old  law. 

One  great  source  of  perplexity  to  the  boards  in  some  districts  is 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  teachers  live  away  from  the  community  in 
which  they  teach,  depending  upon  the  trolley  cars  to  carry  them 
back  and  forth.  On  very  inclement  mornings  such  teachers  often 
fail  to  make  their  appearance  in  time  for  school.  This  is  a  source 
of  uncertainty  and  annoyance  to  the  directors  as  well  as  the  parents 
of  the  children  attending  such  schools.  In  a  few  of  the  districts  the 
annoyance  became  so  great  that  special  clauses  in  reference  to  the 
matter  were  inserted  in  the  agreements  this  year. 

The  subject  of  agriculture  was  not  generally  introduced  into  our 
schools,  though  a  few  districts  were  trying  to  teach  it  in  an  experi- 
mental way.  The  reason  that  it  was  not  generally  introduced  is 
owing  largely  to  the  fact  that  the  methods  are  so  variant  and  in- 
definite that  we  hardly  knoAv  how  to  approach  the  subject.  As  a 
rule  the  teachers  are  not  prepared  to  teach  it  in  a  systematic  manner, 
and  the  textbooks  for  the  same  are  not  considered  very  satisfactory. 
We  hope,  however,  that  this  defection  may  soon  be  remedied. 
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Very  little  progress  has  been  made  in  increasing  the  size  and 
beautifying  the  school  grounds  in  our  rural  districts.  This  matter  is 
being  agitated  and  I  believe  that  the  next  few  years  will  show  sub- 
stantial improvement  in  tliis  direction. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


Never  during  my  incumbency  have  the  teachers,  directors  and 
patrons  been  more  loyal  than  during  the  year  just  closed.  The  in- 
troduction of  the  new  code  has  acted  as  an  impetus  to  the  work  and 
satisfactory  results  have  been  attained.  With  Ihis  new  inspiration 
the  educational  forces  of  the  county  will  undoubtedly  do  much  for 
the  betterment  of  our  public  schools. 

In  May  I  examined  a  class  of  42  for  professional  certificates  and 
37  of  them  were  successful.  In  the  year  1911  no  professional  cer- 
tificates were  granted.  During  the  school  year  for  which  this  re- 
port is  made  there  were  17  examinations  held  for  provisional  cer- 
tificates at  which  456  applicants  presented  themselves.  Of  these  354 
received  certificates  and  102  were  rejected.  During  the  year  the 
teachers  received  much  benefit  from  reading  "Two  Centuries  of  Penn- 
sylvania History,"  by  Sharpless,  and  "Standards  in  Education,"  by 
Chamberlain. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Mon- 
day, October  30,  in  Irem  Temple,  Wilkes-Barre.  The  instructors 
were  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Prof.  O.  H.  Venner,  Grand  Island,  Neb.;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess, 
Yellow  Springs,  Ohio,  and  Miss  Laura  Bryant,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  This 
talent  was  most  excellent  and  the  1,088  teachers  enrolled  were 
greatly  benefited  by  the  instruction  imparted.  Our  county  is  growing 
so  rapidly  that  next  year  we  will  enroll  more  than  1,100  teachers. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Wilkes- 
Barre  Thursday,  January  18.  The  speakers  were  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal, 
Harrisburg;  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Philips,  W^est  Chester;  Prof.  Thos.  Mairs, 
State  College,  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Hale,  President  of  the  association. 
The  attendance  was  very  creditable.  On  account  of  the  vast  amount 
of  work  that  came  before  the  meeting  and  the  lack  of  time  to  com- 
plete this  work  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  meeting  for  two 
days,  as  provided  by  law. 

During  the  year  I  made  949  school  visitations,  through  all  kinds 
of  roads  and  weather.    The  task  of  making  so  many  visits  is  a  very 
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arduous  one  and  required  very  strenuous  work.  Only  two  or  three 
failures  were  noted  during  these  visits  and  the  teachers  are  to  be 
commended  for  the  enthusiasm  with  which  they  do  their  work. 

I  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
constant  courtesy,  to  the  public  press  for  printing  educational  hap- 
penings from  time  to  time  and  to  the  earnest  directors,  teachers  and 
patrons  for  their  loyalty. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor, 


Throughout  the  year  considerable  attention  was  given  to  the  im- 
provement of  school  rooms  and  grounds,  establishing  and  increasing 
school  libraries,  securing  the  co-operation  of  patrons  and  encouraging 
pupils  to  make  practical  application  of  their  knowledge  of  agricultue. 
A  report  from  each  school  covering  the  following  items  was  made  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  (1)  Amount  raised  for  interior  and  exterior  im- 
provements. (2)  How  raised.  (3)  Number  of  educational  meetings 
or  meetings  of  parents  and  teachers  held  in  the  school  room.  (4) 
Number  of  patron's  visits.  (5)  Number  of  books  in  the  library  and 
number  added  during  the  year.  (6)  Number  of  pupils  perfect  in 
attendance  and  punctuality.  The  reports  showed  that  the  amount 
raised  for  school  improvements  through  socials  and  entertainments 
was  |2,847.23.  While  Parent-Teachers'  Associations  and  directors 
contributed  part  of  this  amount  it  represents  chiefly  the  work  of 
the  rural  schools  in  forty  out  of  the  forty-two  tow^nships.  The 
entire  number  of  meetings  held  during  the  term  including  17  local 
institutes  was  335.  The  number  of  patrons'  visits  was  2,865  and  796 
pupils  were  perfect  in  attendance  and  punctuality.  The  reports 
also  showed  that  the  school  libraries  of  the  county  contain  11,765 
volumes  of  which  1,138  were  added  during  the  year. 

Associations  of  parents  and  teachers  were  organized  in  nearly  all 
the  boroughs  and  in  Loyalsock  township  three  separate  organizations 
were  maintained.  Regular  meetings  of  teachers,  patrons  and  direc- 
tors were  held  in  Limestone,  Lower  Fairfield,  Muncy,  Muncy  Creek, 
Lewis,  Hepburn,  Wasliington,  Penn  and  Lycoming  townships  and  a 
number  of  other  districts  held  several  educational  meetings  during 
the  term.  The  purchase  of  a  playground,  installing  apparatus  for 
play,  establishing  libraries,  fitting  up  rest  rooms,  equipping  school 
rooms  with  electric  light  and  providing  special  teachers  of  drawing, 
music  and  penmanship  represent  some  of  the  activities  of  the  Parent- 
Teachers'  Associations. 
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A  live  interest  was  manifested  in  agricultural  work  by  pupils  in 
various  parts  of  the  county.  Tbe  subject  was  taught  as  a  regular 
study  in  over  half  the  districts  of  the  county,  and  pupils  were  en- 
couraged to  apply  the  information  received  in  the  school  room  to 
the  work  of  the  farm.  Excellent  specimens  of  corn  were  displayed 
at  the  county  institute  contest  and  prizes  were  awarded  to  David  L. 
Young,  of  Woodward  township,  and  Nelson  Ulmer,  of  Hepburn.  Two 
Lycoming  County  pupils  were  awarded  first  and  third  prizes  in  the 
com  contest  at  the  State  College  Farmers'  Week  exhibition.  Ran- 
dolph Kahler,  of  Wolf  township,  received  the  State  College  winter 
scholarship  and  David  L.  Young,  of  Woodward,  was  presented  with 
three  books  on  agricultural  subjects.  The  success  of  our  young  people 
in  these  contests  and  the  general  interest  manifested  in  the  work 
seems  to  justify  the  important  place  which  this  subject  is  taking  in 
the  curriculum. 

After  a  thorough  examination  of  the  papers  of  all  applicants  by 
the  central  committee  175  common  school  diplomas  were  issued  al- 
though the  requirements  as  to  age  and  scholarship  were  higher  than 
usual. 

The  forty-ninth  session  of  the  Lycoming  County  Teachers'  In- 
stitute was  held  at  Muncy  during  the  week  of  December  16.  The 
corps  of  instructors  was  unusually  strong,  the  attendance  and  in- 
terest excellent.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  and 
Hon.  E.  B.  Teitrick,  of  the  State  Department,  Ilarrisburg;  Dr.  E. 
B.  Bryan,  Hamilton,  N.  Y. ;  Dr.  W.  W.  Black,  Bloomington,  In- 
diana; Superintendent  Chas.  Lose,  Williamsport ;  Superintendent 
F.  W.  Bobbins,  Lebanon,  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg.  En- 
tertainments by  the  Anitas  and  the  Dunbars  and  lectures  by  Dr. 
E.  B.  Bryan  and  Strickland  W.  Gillilan  composed  the  evening  course. 
Over  125  directors  attended  the  two  sessions  on  Directors'  Day.  The 
leading  features  of  the  meeting  were  the  discussion  of  the  School 
Code  by  Directors  I.  E.  Fleming,  Dr.  J.  E.  Schaefer,  W.  T.  Pepper- 
man,  LaMont  Rentz,  Esq.,  W.  IJ.  Peoples,  Esq.,  E.  P.  Hill,  Esq.,  Dr. 
W.  E.  Delaney  and  addresses  by  Hon.  [*.  1'.  Teitrick,  Dr.  E.  B.  Br^^an, 
and  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 

The  thirty-fifth  annual  session  of  the  Lycoming  County  Teachers' 
Association  held  at  Hughesville,  February  24,  was  a  most. interesting 
and  profitable  njeeting  and  was  largely  attended  by  teachers,  patrons 
and  directors.  Among  the  questions  discussed  were  "Common 
Branches  in  the  High  School,"  "^Muscular  Writing,"  ''Story  Telling," 
''Retardation,"  "The  Country  Life  Movement,"  "Industrial  Train- 
ing" and  "Medical  Inspection."  Excellent  music  was  furnished  by 
the  public  school  pupils  and  other  local  talent.  The  evening  lecture, 
"The  Legend  of  the  Topaz,"  by  C.  C.  Ellis,  was  thoroughly  appre- 
ciated by  the  large  audience. 
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Every  district  in  tlie  county  was  well  represented  at  the  County 
Directors'  Association,  held  in  Williamsport,  May  25.  Helpful  in- 
struction, relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  rural  schools,  was 
given  by  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, Superintendent  E.  M.  Rapp,  of  Berks  County;  Mrs.  Edith  E. 
Smith,  President  of  the  State  Rural  Progress  Association ;  Dr.  C.  W. 
Youngman,  County  Medical  Inspector,  and  Dr.  J.  L.  Mansuy,  Presi- 
dent of  the  School  Board  of  Mclntyre  township. 

The  meetings  of  the  County  Teachers'  Exchange  were  attended  by 
from  75  to  100  teachers  each  month.  Current  educational  questions 
were  discussed  and  several  late  books  on  education  reviewed.  Miss 
Rena  Frankeberger,  supervisor  of  drawing  in  Williamsport,  gave  in- 
struction in  this  subject  at  several  meetings  and  carried  on  her 
work  at  the  County  Normal  School  with  excellent  results.  Deputy 
Superintendent  R.  B.  Teitrick  gave  a  helpful  address  on  ''Habits  of 
Study"  at  the  January  meeting. 

The  Borough  of  South  Williamsport  erected  an  eight-room  struc- 
ture near  Maynard  Street  and  enlarged  the  Mountain  Avenue  build- 
ing at  a  cost  of  |25,000.  These  buildings  now  satisfactorily  accom- 
modate all  the  elementary  schools  of  the  borough.  The  Sheridan 
building,  an  eight-room  structure  in  Lloyd's  Addition  was  erected 
by  Loyalsock  township  at  a  cost  of  |16,000.  These  buildings  are 
built  of  brick,  are  well  lighted  and  are  provided  with  the  best  mod- 
ern equipment. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  generous  assistance  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  throughout  the  year  as  well 
as  the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors  and  patrons. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— C.  ^V.  Lillibridae. 


In  submitting  this,  our  first  annual  report  of  the  conditions  of  the 
schools  of  McKean  county,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  rightly  judge 
the  work  of  this  year  with  that  of  previous  years,  but  we  wish  to  rec- 
ognize the  earnest  and  efficient  work  of  our  predecessor,  Superintend- 
ent B.  S.  Bayle,  in  his  efforts  to  systematize  and  grade  our  schools. 

The  last  ten  years  have  certainly  witnessed  a  marked  improvement 
in  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  of  this  county.  This  forward  move- 
ment in  educational  matters  includes  not  only  the  graded  and  high 
schools,   but   also   the   ungraded   country   schools.     This    increased 
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efficiency  is  due  largely  to  a  steady  improvement  in  the  teaching 
force  and  the  adoption  of  a  definite  system  having  as  its  basis  a 
course  of  study. 

Teachers. 

A  large  proportion  of  our  teachers  recognize  the  importance  of 
scholarship  and  professional  training.  A  great  number  of  the  younger 
teachers  have  formed  the-  habit  of  attending  State  Normals  and 
summer  schools  after  the  close  of  their  schools  in  the  spring.  As  a 
result  the  teaching  force  of  the  county  compares  very  favorably  with 
that  of  other  sections  in  scholarship  and  professional  training. 
More  than  one-half  the  teachers  are  holding  either  permanent  cer- 
tificates or  State  Normal  diplomas.  The  statistics  are  as  follows: 
College  diplomas,  5 ;  State  Normal,  88 ;  permanent,  43 ;  professional, 
28;  provisional,  59;  total,  223. 

Course  of  Study. 

A  well  defined  school  sj'stem  and  adherence  thereto  is  as  necessary 
to  the  well  being  of  the  schools  of  district  or  county  as  it  is  necessary 
to  the  success  of  great  business  enterprises.  We  found  the  Illinois 
Course  of  Study  in  universal  use  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
county.  On  careful  investigation  it  was  found  that  this  course, 
with  the  exception  of  arithmetic,  was  generally  acceptable.  The 
work  as  outlined  in  that  subject  includes  matter  which  many  of 
the  best  educators  have  eliminated  from  the  common  school  curricu- 
lum. The  Pennsylvania  Course  in  Arithmetic  was  placed  in  all  the 
district  schools.  The  subject  was  outlined  by  months  for  each  year. 
Examination  questions  were  made  out  and  sent  to  each  teacher  at 
the  close  of  the  month's  work.  As  a  result  the  work  in  arithmetic 
has  been  made  more  effective.  The  emphasis  has  been  placed  on 
thorough  drill  on  the  fundamentals. 

Duplicate  reports  of  the  monthly  examinations  are  made  out,  one 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  the  other  to  be  filed  in  the  school 
room.  Semi-annual  reports  are  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Superintend- 
ent. In  this  way  much  of  the  retardation  due  to  ineffective  class- 
ification of  pupils  in  country  schools  is  eliminated. 

Penmanship. 

During  the  year  the  campaign  began  by  my  predecessor  to  better 
the  penmanship  of  the  pupils  throughout  the  county  was  pushed  with 
vigor.  To  this  end  the  teachers  were  requested  to  teach  musclar 
movement  as  outlined  in  the  Palmer  System.  The  work  was  en- 
tusiastically  taken  up  by  both  teachers  and  pupils.  At  our  next 
Teachers'  Institute  prizes  of  $5.00,  ^SM  and  fl.OO  will  be  awarded 
to  the  pupils  presenting  the  best  specimens  of  penmanship  at  the 
institute. 
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Examinations. 

During-  the  rear  six:  teachers'  examinations  were  lield.  One  hun- 
dred and  eleven  candidates  presented  themselves  for  examination. 
Of  this  number  eighty-six  Avere  granted  certificates. 

Two  hundred  and  eighteen  pupils  took  the  examination  given  to 
those  who  had  C()m])leted  the  work  of  the  eighth  grade.  One  hundred 
and  forty-seven  of  this  number  were  granted  eighth  grade  diplomas. 
The  majority  of  this  number  will  attend  high  school  in  neighboring 
boroughs. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-two  pupils  of  the  township  schools  were 
granted  perfect  attendance  certificates.  They  were  neither  absent 
nor  tardy  during  the  term.  Some  districts  deserve  special  mention 
in  this  respect.  Sixteen  per  cent,  of  the  total  attendance  of  Sergeant 
received  perfect  attendance  certilicates ;  14  per  cent,  of  Eldred  town- 
ship ;  13  per  cent,  of  Ceres  township.  AVhen  we  consider  the  severity 
of  our  northern  winters  and  the  fact  that  these  statistics  concern 
county  schools,  we  must  arrive  at  the  conclusions  that  both  teachers 
and  pupils  of  the  districts  named  had  a  very  commendable  school 
spirit. 

School  Paper. 

The  official  organ  of  the  schools  of  the  county,  "The  Home  and 
School  Visitor,"  has  been  published  as  formerly  in  October,  December, 
February  and  April. 

The  subscription  list  ran  over  one  thousand  copies.  One-half  of 
this  number  was  made  up  of  pupil  subscribers  who  received  the  paper 
at  a  cost  per  year  of  ten  cents.  The  actual  cost  per  year  is  over  18 
cents.  Owing  to  the  advertising  placed  with  the  "X'isitor,"  receipts 
will  exceed  expenditures  by  f  lO.UU  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

It  has  been  our  aim  to  make  the  paper  of  practical  benefit  to 
teachers  and  pupils.  All  announcements  are  made  through  its  col- 
umns. Poems  for  study,  lists  of  spelling  words  and  prize  essays 
written  by  pupils  of  the  county  schools  are  printed. 

We  have  found  the  paper  worth  the  extra  time  and  eft'ort  necessary 
to  keep  it  in  existence. 

Teachers'  Institute. 

The  forty-fifth  annual  institute  of  McKean  county  was  held  in  the 
Court  House,  Smethport,  October  30,  to  November  4,  1911. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  Dr.  F.  B. 
Pearson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Miss  Cora  Mel  Patten,  Chicago;  Dr.  J.  G. 
Becht,  Harrisburg;  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  Huntingdon,  and  Prof.  M.  E. 
Bennett,  of  Pittsburg. 

The  enrollment  for  the  week  was  264  teachers.  This  is  the  largest 
institute  ever  held  in  the  county.    But  three  teachers  were  absent. 
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In  professional  spirit,  in  the  excellence  of  the  music,  in  the  interest 
and  attention  of  the  teachers,  in  the  substantial  character  of  the  in- 
struction the  institute  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county. 

The  Directors'  Association  was  held  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
of  institute  week.  More  than  half  of  the  directors  were  present. 
The  meeting  of  the  directors  was  as  helpful  and  enthusiastic  as  was 
that  of  the  teachers.  The  addresses  of  Dr.  Becht  and  Prof.  M.  E. 
Bennett  were  particularly  pleasing  and  suggestive.  Measures  were 
adopted  to  secure  a  more  complete  attendance  for  the  association 
of  1912. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis, 
lecture,  "Being  a  Boy;"  Miss  Cora  Patten,  reading,  "Everywoman ;" 
concert,  Dudley  Buck  Company;  concert,  Hurby  Brothers    Quintet. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

Two  association  meetings  Avere  held  during  the  year.  The  first 
at  Mt.  Jewett,  January  13,  1912.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
thermometer  registered  40  degrees  below  zero  a  good  attendance  of 
teachers  and  patrons  was  had.  KSuperiutendent  Sweene^^,  of  Elk 
county,  and  Superintendent  Mitchell,  of  Johnsonburg,  assisted  in 
the  program  by  giving  interesting  talks  on  fundamental  school 
questions. 

The  second  association  was  held  in  Eldred,  February  3,  1912.  Over 
sixty  teachers  were  present.  Superintendent  eT.  A.  Slawsou,  of 
Olean,  N.  Y.,  and  Superintendent  John  Entz,  of  Coudersport,  were 
present  and  gave  valuable  discussions,  which  were  helpful  additions 
to  an  excellent  program. 

A  series  of  local  institutes  was  arranged  at  the  County  Institute. 
The  series,  ten  in  number,  covered  the  entire  county.  With  one 
exception  the  meetings,  and  a  number  of  others  arranged  by  the 
teachers  of  the  district  independently,  were  carried  out  in  a  very 
successful  manner. 

In  closing  this  report  we  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  for  the  many  courtesies  extended 
us,  the  teachers,  directors,  pupils  and  patrons  for  their  co-operation 
and  the  press  of  the  county  for  their  interest  in  school  matters. 


MERCER  COUNTY— H.  E.  McConnell. 


In  submitting  our  first  annual  report  we  wish,  first,  to  thank 
school  boards,  teachers,  pupils,  parents,  the  press  and  the  general 
public  for  the  loyalty  and  hearty  support  they  have  given  our  schools 
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the  past  year.  We  are  also  very  grateful  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  help  aud  many  courtesies  extended.  The  De- 
partment, although  overwhelmed  with  work  this  jenr,  has  at  all 
times  been  ready  to  give  information  in  a  courteous  manner  when- 
ever requested.  We  also  wish  to  thank  our  worthy  predecessor,  Su- 
perintendent F.  F.  Foltz,  for  valuable  help  given  at  the  beginning  of 
our  work. 

The  new  School  Code,  like  the  beginning  of  any  new  system,  brought 
much  additional  work  to  the  ofiflce,  however,  we  are  already  beginning 
to  see  good  effects  of  the  new  system  in  our  schools.  Perhaps  never 
before  has  the  county  been  more  alert  to  the  needs  of  our  public 
schools  than  at  present.  Tliis  is  especially  true  of  the  teaching  force. 
A  number  of  teachers,  principals  and  superintendents  have  been  in 
attendance  in  schools  tlie  past  year  or  are  now  in  school.  The 
County  Superintendent  also  attended  the  School  of  Supervision,  at 
Grove  City,  and  feels  that  he  can  be  of  greater  service  to  the  schools 
for  having  done  so.  Teachers  are  beginning  to  see  that  if  they  are 
to  continue  in  the  work  they  must  keep  step  to  the  march  of  progress. 

School  boards  have  been  alive  to  the  fact  that  in  order  that  boys 
and  girls  do  their  best  work  they  must  have  good  sanitary  condi- 
tions, hence,  many  boards  liave  arranged  for  better  sanitary  con- 
ditions—school houses  are  being  repaired  and  ventilated,  out  houses 
are  being  put  into  condition. 

All  our  schools  have  been  visited  at  least  once.  High  School  In- 
spector, W.  S.  Hertzog,  and  the  Superintendent  spent  a  very  pleasant 
and  profitable  week  in  visiting  the  various  high  schools  of  the  county. 
Mr.  Hertzog  was  able  to  otter  some  valuable  suggestions  which  are 
alread}'  put  into  practice.  Perhaps  no  phase  of  our  public  schools  has 
made  such  advancement  as  our  high  schools.  The  following  schools 
have  advanced  a  grade:  Sharpsville  and  Mercer,  from  second  class 
to  first  class,  West  Middlesex,  Stoneboro,  Jamestown,  Sandy  Lake, 
Sheakleyville  aud  Periy  township,  from  third  to  second  class.  Sheak- 
leyville  borough  and  Sandy  Creek  township  have  established  a  joint 
high  school.  We  now  have  only  one  third  class  high  school  in  Mercer 
county  and  this  school  has  extended  its  course  from  two  to  three 
years.  Good  results  as  a  rule  have  been  attained  in  all  the  high 
schools. 

In  our  graded  schools,,  we  feel  that  we  have  also  had  a  good  year. 
Special  attention  was  given  to  the  subjects  of  reading  and  writing 
with  good  results.  Teachers  were  given  special  practical  instruction 
in  writing  at  our  County  Institute.  A  voluntary  invitation  was  ex- 
tended to  rural  teachers  to  attend  a  writing  conference  at  Greenville, 
Pa.,  December  9,  1911.  One  hundred  eighty  (180)  teachers  responded 
Three  special  instructors  were  in  charge  of  the  meeting.     Teachers 

8 


112  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

taking  the  place  of  pupils,  were  given  the  practical  applications  of 
writing.  Another  such  invitation  was  given  to  meet  at  Mercer,  Pa., 
February  3,  one  hundred  twenty  (120)  teachers  were  present  at  this 
meeting.  Four  instructors  were  in  charge.  A  few  of  our  districts 
made  arrangements  with  one  of  these  instructors  to  give  special  work 
at  local  institutes.    All  of  the  above  work  was  practical  and  helpful. 

For  local  institute  purposes  our  county  is  divided  into  seventeen 
(17)  districts.  The  programs  are  uniform.  They  are  prepared  by  the 
county  superintendent  and  printed  in  the  "Institute  Directory." 
Dates  are  assigned  for  each  district.  In  the  main,  these  institutes 
were  well  attended.  Some  districts  held  both  a  day  and  an  evening 
session.  In  the  evening  a  short  literary  program  was  rendered  fol- 
lowed in  some  places  by  a  luncheon.  In  this  way,  parents  and  patrons 
became  interested  in  the  school  work. 

The  Principals'  Club  of  Mercer  County  held  two  profitable  meet- 
ings, one  at  Grove  City  and  one  at  Mercer.  High  School  Inspector 
W.  S.  Hertzog  was  present  at  the  Mercer  meeting  and  gave  valuable 
talks  on  physical  geography  and  general  high  school  topics. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  October  9-13,  1911.  Much  good  was 
derived  from  this  institute.  Every  teacher  under  our  jurisdiction, 
except  three,  was  enrolled,  these  detained  at  home  on  account 
of  illness.  The  instructors  were  as  follows :  Dr.  N.  0.  Schaeffer,  Dr. 
O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  C.  Theodore  Benze, 
J.  R.  Conrad,  Esq.,  Prof.  Eobt.  J.  McDowell,  Prof.  M.  E.  Bennett. 

Our  Directors'  Convention  met  at  South  Sharon,  November  2-3, 
1911.  A  good  program  Avas  arranged  for  this  meeting  and  carried 
through. 

Medical  inspection  while  accepted  in  several  districts  is  by  no 
means  general.  No  doubt  a  larger  number  of  schools  will  be  under 
inspection  in  the  near  future. 

Mercer  county  has  forty-seven  (47)  school  districts  with  about  five 
hundred  (500)  teachers  and  fourteen  (14)  high  schools.  Two  hun- 
dred thirty-six  (236)  young  men  and  young  women  graduated  at 
these  various  high  schools  this  year,  an  average  of  seventeen  to  a 
school. 

In  conclusion,  we  have  not  reached  the  ideal  by  any  means  but  we 
are  hoping  for  regular  substantial  progress. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— James  F.  Wills. 


Our  school  report  this  year  covers  a  period  of  thirteen  months  due 
to  the  new  School  Code  changing  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  school 
year  from  the  first  Monday  in  June  to  the  first  Monday  in  July.    The 
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provisions  of  the  Code  relating  to  our  county  are  working  out  nicely. 
Our  people  are  becoming  familiar  with  its  requirements  and  as  a  rule 
are  in  sympathy  with  it  and  are  co-operating  with  us  in  the  carrying 
out  of  its  provisions.  The  number  of  school  directors  in  the  county 
was  reduced  from  seventy-eight  to  sixty-seven.  We  have  twelve 
fourth  class  districts  and  one  third  class  district.  Our  schools  were 
all  kept  open  the  required  seven  months.  One  district  had  a  term  of 
nine  months,  three  districts  had  eight  month  terms  for  all  their 
schools,  and  one  district  had  eight  months  for  its  village  schools  and 
seven  months  for  its  rural  schools.  We  had  two  first  class  township 
high  schools;  two  second  class  and  one  third  class.  Our  high  schools 
are  following  the  couse  of  study  prepared  by  the  State  Department. 
There  were  one  hundred  thirty-one  teachers  in  the  county.  Seventy- 
two  of  these  held  provisional  certificates,  twenty  had  professional 
certificates,  fifteen  held  county  permanent  certificates,  eighteen  were 
graduates  of  our  State  Normal  schools,  five  held  college  permanent 
certificates  and  one  had  a  college  provisional  certificate.  All  certi- 
ficates were  registered  in  the  book  furnished  the  county  superintend- 
ent for  that  purpose.  The  number  of  professionally  trained  teachers 
in  our  county  is  too  low.  W^hile  a  number  of  our  teachers  have  at- 
tended our  State  teacher  training  schools,  yet  only  fourteen  per  cent, 
of  them  have  completed  the  course.  With  our  splendid  system  of 
Normal  Schools  in  Pennsylvania,  Avhere  teachers  are  trained  for  the 
profession  at  a  minimum  expense,  there  should  be  a  larger  proportion 
of  professionally  trained  teachers  in  the  work.  More  stringent  re- 
quirements should  be  made  for  entrance  to  the  profession  and  more 
consideration  should  be  given  by  directors  to  those  who  have  spent 
their  time  and  money  in  preparation  for  teaching. 

Forty  pupils  were  graduated  from  our  high  schools.  Appropriate 
commencement  exercises  were  held  and  a  creditable  showing  in 
scholarship  was  made  by  the  pupils  graduating.  At  the  high  school 
entrance  examination  for  pupils,  given  by  us  in  April  and  May, 
twenty  pupils  had  averages  of  eighty  per  cent,  or  more  and  were 
awarded  common  school  diplomas  for  their  high  standing  in  the  ex- 
amination. 

There  were  one  hundred  twenty-one  pupils  reported  to  us  that  were 
neither  tardy  nor  absent  from  school  during  the  school  term ;  three 
hundred  twenty-six  were  reported  present  every  day  but  sometimes 
tardy.  All  were  presented  with  certificates  for  faithful  attendance, 
the  former  getting  a  larger  and  nicer  certificate  than  the  latter 
received. 

We  visited  all  eur  schools  twice  and  were  in  some  of  them  oftener. 
The  general  atmosphere  of  the  school  was  noted  as  well  as  the  in- 
struction given  and  methods  used  and  the  professional  ability  of  the 
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teacher  measured.  The  condition  of  the  furniture,  blackboard  and 
books;  the  appearance  of  the  walls  and  ceiling;  the  arrangement  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  outbuildings;  and  the  surroundings  of  the 
school  property  were  specially  noted  and  a  written  report  of  condi- 
tions as  we  found  them  was  sent  to  each  school  board  as  required  by 
the  School  Code.  The  Code  requirements  for  the  United  States  Flag 
were  not  carried  out  to  the  letter  in  all  the  schools,  but  we  are  pleased 
to  report  a  flag  in  every  school  room  or  upon  every  school  ground  in 
the  entire  couuty.  A  fine  large  flag  was  presented  to  the  Belleville 
schools  by  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  of  Belleville  and  the  same  lodge  of 
Lewistown  presented  a  flag  to  the  school  at  Vira.  Patriotic  exercises 
Avere  held  in  conjunction  with  the  flag  raisings  and  presentations. 

Our  elementary  school  work  was  based  upon  the  Illinois  Course  of 
Study  for  the  reason  that  the  Department  could  not  furnish  us  with 
a  suflficieut  number  of  Pennsylvania  Courses  to  supply  all  our  schools. 
We  purpose  using  our  State  Course  the  coming  term.  The  same  selec- 
tions were  studied  and  taught  in  all  the  districts.  We  believe  better 
results  can  be  gotten  from  a  uniform  system  of  poem  study.  Monthly 
test  questions  were  sent  by  us  to  each  teacher  in  the  county  for  the 
pupil's  monthly  examination. 

The  couuty  institute  was  held  in  Lewistown,  November  twenty- 
seventh  to  December  first,  with  every  teacher  enrolled  which  has  not 
been  for  many  years.  Good  results  of  the  School  Code.  The  institute 
instructors  were:  Ira  Woods  Howerth,  Richard  Edwin  Lee,  Byron 
AV.  King,  John  C.  Wagner,  R.  M.  McNeal,  J.  W.  Yoder.  The  evening 
numbers  were:  Byron  W.  King,  Robert  B.  Glenn,  The  Alpine  Singers 
and  Yodlers,  The  FelloAV  Singers.  A  pupil's  spelling  contest  was  held 
during  the  institute,  which  was  an  attractive  and  profitable  feature. 
About  one  hundred  forty  pupils  took  part.  One  hundred  twenty-five 
difficult  words  were  pronounced  and  five  high  school  pupils  did  not 
miss  a  word  and  oue  pupil  in  the  elementary  grades  had  the  same 
record.  Five  prizes  were  given  to  the  high  school  pupils  who  were  per- 
fect and  five  prizes  were  given  to  the  five  best  spellers  in  the  grades. 
So  satisfactory  was  this  contest  that  we  have  planned  to  make  it  a 
part  of  the  institute  next  year. 

The  County  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  Lewistown 
Court  House,  January  twenty-sixth  and  twenty-seventh,  nineteen 
hundred  and  twelve.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaefl'er  addressed  the  conven- 
tion. Sixty  of  the  seventy-four  members,  (Lewistowns'  included)  of 
the  convention  were  in  attendance.  Much  interest  was  manifested  by 
the  directors  and  the  sessions  were  well  attended  by  the  public. 

Four  interesting  and  profitable  meetings  of  the  Mifflin  County 
Teachers'  Association  Avere  held  during  the  year.  State  High  School 
Inspector,  C.  D.  Koch,  addressed  the  October  meeting  in  Belleville 
and  Dr.  J.  I.  Woodruff  of  Susquehanna  University  lectured  at  the 
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January  meeting  in  Lewistown.  The  November  meeting  was  a  busi- 
ness session  held  during  the  county  institute  and  the  March  meeting 
in  Barnham  was  conducted  by  county  teachers  and  directors. 

A  four-roomed  annex  was  built  to  the  school  building  in  Keedsville 
which  relieved  congested  conditions  in  the  grades  and  made  the  work 
easier  and  better  for  teachers  and  pupils. 

Freedom  Independent  district  was  abolished  by  the  Code  but  on 
June  twentj-sixth,  ninteen  hundred  eleven,  on  petition  of  the  citizens, 
the  Independent  district  became  Burnham  borough  by  act  of  the 
Mifflin  county  court. 

During  the  year  the  grim  reaper  Death  called  away  two  teachers, 
one  director  and  one  ex-county  superintendent.  Irvin  Steck  Allison, 
a  successful  teacher  in  Miiflin  county  for  several  terms  and  a  graduate 
of  the  West  Chester  Normal  school  in  June,  nineteen  hundred  eleven, 
was  drowned  in  the  Juniata  river  near  Lewistown,  July  eleventh, 
nineteen  hundred  eleven.  Mr.  Allison  was  a  bright  genial  industrious 
young  man  and  had  secured  his  education  through  much  self  sacrifice. 

Edith  Dellett  Hunt,  for  three  terms  a  faithful  teacher  in  Armagh 
township  died  at  her  home  in  Lewistown  in  October,  nineteen  hun- 
dred eleven. 

Elmer  B.  Fry,  elected  school  director  in  McVeytown  borough  in 
November,  died  in  February.  Mr.  Fry  was  aged  about  forty  years 
and  was  an  industrious  and  popular  citizen.  Deep  sorrow  and  heart- 
felt sympathy  were  felt  and  expressed  at  this  young  man's  death. 

Walter  L.  Owens,  Superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Mifflin  county 
from  eighteen  hundred  eighty-four  to  eighteen  hundred  eigthy-seven, 
was  called  from  his  earthly  labors,  April  tenth,  nineteen  hundred 
twelve,  aged  about  seventy-two  years;  His  life  was  one  of  activity 
and  usefulness.  For  more  than  thirty  terms.  Professor  Owens  was 
actively  engaged  in  teaching.  He  was  a  Superintendent  of  Indian 
schools  at  Carlisle  and  Philadelphia.  He  was  a  distinguished  soldier 
of  the  Civil  War,  being  a  member  of  Company  D,  One  Hundred  Fifty- 
First  Kegiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Mr.  Owens  was  made  a 
captain,  November  nineteenth,  eighteen  hundred  sixty-two.  Pro- 
fessor Owens  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  jovial  good  nature 
which  made  him  a  host  of  friends  wherever  he  was  known.  We  well 
remember  his  pleasant  covmtenance  and  kind  words  to  the  pupils  as 
he  visited  the  schools  when  serving  as  County  Superintendent. 

We  believe  the  educational  work  in  Mifflin  county  has  advanced 
during  the  school  year.  We  are  strong  in  hope  for  the  future  of  our 
schools.  Our  thanks  are  given  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  our  teachers  and  our  direct- 
ors and  the  puplic  and  public  j)ress  for  all  they  have  done  to  help  us 
in  our  efforts  to  advance  the  educational  interest  of  Mifflin  countv. 
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MONEOE  COUNTY— F.  Koehler. 


The  new  School  Code  has  now  been  in  operation  for  one  full  school 
year.  It  is  gratifying  to  note,  that  notwithstanding  the  many  changes 
brought  about  by  the  new  Code,  most  of  our  teachers  and  school 
directors  have  taken  very  kindly  to  the  new  order  of  school  affairs, 
and  seem  well  pleased  with  the  changes  in  a  general  way. 

The  new  Code  is  far  from  being  perfect  or  ideal.  But  the  broad 
educational  principles  upon  which  it  has  been  founded  when  once 
thoroughly  tested,  will,  in  the  near  future,  make  it  one  of  the  best 
and  most  subservient  school  codes  found  in  any  of  our  states. 

Future  legislation  will  no  doubt  from  time  to  time  remedy  the  few 
fallacies  and  idiosyncrasies  contained  therein. 

While  practically  all  our  teachers  and  directors  have  been  trying  to 
adjust  themselves  to  the  new  school  laws,  yet  many  little  mistakes 
were  made  during  the  year  in  not  meeting  all  requirements  of  the 
new  Code. 

This  was  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  new 
school  year  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  could  not  furnish  a 
sufficient  number  of  new  school  law  books,  so  that  teachers  and 
directors  could  readily  adjust  themselves  to  all  the  requirements. 

Every  school  building  and  every  school  teacher  should  be  supplied 
with  a  copy  of  the  new  Code. 

The  many  changes  in  the  new  Code  made  the  work  of  the  County 
Superintendent  very  arduous.  But  this  burden  was  made  consider- 
ably lighter  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors  and  the 
press  of  our  county. 

Our  teachers  are  in  the  main  quite  progressive.  Nearly  all  of  them 
are  earnestly  striving  to  advance  along  educational  lines.  The  day 
of  the  provisional  teacher  is  rapidly  passing. 

From  all  quarters  there  is  a  demand  for  professionally  trained 
teachers. 

Many  of  our  teachers  holding  professional  and  permanent  certifi- 
cates, normal  and  college  diplomas,  are  seeking  still  further  profess- 
ional advancement  by  attending  summer  sessions  afforded  by  our 
normal  schools,  colleges  and  universities. 

The  Fifty-Second  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Strouds- 
burg,  in  the  Court  House  during  the  week  of  November  13  to  17,  1911. 
Great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  annual  event  not  only  by  teachers 
and  school  directors,  but  by  the  general  public. 
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The  instructors  were  the  following:  Drs.  Charles  Calvert  Ellis, 
S.  D.  Fess,  A.  C.  Rothermel,  D.  W.  LaRue,  Miss  Katherine  M.  Mac- 
Garr,  Prof.  Charles  A.  Dobson,  musical  instructor. 

Evening  lectures  and  entertainments:  The  Lotus  Glee  Club;  Dr. 
Charles  Calvert  Ellis,  "Being  a  Boy;"  The  Mallory  Dramatic  Concert 
Company,  ''David  Garrick;"  Irving  T.  Roberts,  ''The  Man  of  the 
Hour." 

The  Annual  Directors'  Association  met  in  the  Court  House  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  January  11  and  12,  1912. 

Two  able  addresses  were  delivered  by  Hon.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  Topics  of  local  interest  were 
discussed  by  several  of  our  directors. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Angle  of  East  Stroudsburg  gave  a  very  helpful  and  in- 
spiring address  on  medical  inspection  in  our  public  schools. 

During  the  year,  many  conferences,  educational  meetings  and  dis- 
trict institutes  were  held  in  various  places  throughout  the  county. 

Great  emphasis  was  laid  at  all  these  meetings  on  the  requirements 
of  the  new  Code. 

Patrons'  Day  was  celebrated  in  nearly  all  our  rural  schools.  Thou- 
sands of  people  attended  these  exercises  and  admired  the  exhibition 
work  of  the  pupils. 

Promotion  and  commencement  exercises  are  beginning  to  arouse 
great  sentiment  in  favor  of  our  modern  school  methods.  Our  best 
citizenship  is  attracted  to  these  annual  exercises. 

In  the  main,  our  high  schools  are  doing  good  work.  Every  high 
school  in  our  county  received  the  special  appropriation  from  the 
State,  which  appropriation  is  paid  only  to  such  schools  that  meet  all 
the  requirements  laid  down  by  the  State  Department. 

The  borough  of  Stroudsburg  erected  a  modern  high  school  building 
at  a  cost  of  more  than  |50,000.  This  is  a  model  building  in  every 
respect. 

The  auditorium,  gymnasium,  manual  training  and  laboratory  rooms 
are  spacious  and  will  greatly  enhance  the  educational  facilities  in 
the  borough. 

Barrett  township  remodeled  the  Canadensis  two-room  building  by 
adding  two  more  rooms,  thus  making  it  a  four  room  building  for 
high  school  and  other  grades. 

Tobyhanua  township  will  oi)en  a  new  high  school  at  Pocono  Lake 
for  the  year  1912. 

The  Polk  townshi})  directors  have  decided  to  transfer  their  high 
school  from  Gilbert  to  Kresgeville. 

In  Jackson  township,  one  building  burned  down  during  the  year. 
The  building  will  be  rei>laced  by  a  more  modern  structure. 

Several  townships  are  remodeling  some  of  their  buildings  so  as  to 
conform  with  modern  ideas  and  the  requirements  of  the  new  Code. 
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MONTGOMEEY  COUNTY— J.  Howard  Landis. 


I  feel  justified  in  reporting  progress  in  the  educational  aflfairs  of 
Montgomerj^  county.  Some  of  the  signs  of  healthy  growth  in  the 
educational  life  of  Montgomery  county  are,  first,  the  erecting  of  new 
modern  buildings  in  our  rural  districts  and  the  remodeling  of  old 
buildings  for  the  greater  comfort  of  the  children.  Second,  a  strong 
movement  to  enlarge  old  playgrounds,  and  surround  new  buildings 
with  ample  grounds.  Third,  an  increased  desire  on  the  part  of  school 
boards  to  secure  experienced  teachers,  professionally  trained  teachers 
and  teachers  of  special  branches.  These  are  signs  of  a  healthy  growth 
of  school  sentiment. 

During  the  year  just  past  Limerick  erected  a  new  modern  four 
room  building  which  will  be  opened  for  use  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fall  term.  Lower  Providence  has  built  a  new  two  room  building, 
modern  and  up-to-date,  at  Trooper.  Souderton  has  completed  and 
begun  to  use  its  new  high  school  building.  Plymouth  to^^Tiship  made 
an  addition  to  one  of  its  schools,  and,  to  temporarily  accommodate 
the  pupils  of  the  lower  section  of  the  township,  rented  a  room  for 
school  purposes.  In  the  near  future,  a  building  will  be  erected  in  this 
section  of  the  township  unless  centralization  takes  place.  Upper 
Merion  has  completed  and  put  in  use  the  new  four  room  building 
recently  erected  at  Port  Kennedy.  Lower  Salford  has  begun  the 
erection  of  a  new  two  room  building  at  Harleysville.  Worcester  has 
completed  its  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  new  township  high  school. 
East  Greenville  and  Green  Lane  are  preparing  plans  for  the  erection 
of  new  buildings.  The  sentiment  throughout  the  county  is  favorable 
to  the  improvement  of  schools. 

Some  districts  have  bought  additional  ground  to  enlarge  old  play- 
grounds and  all  new  buildings  are  being  surrounded  by  ample 
grounds.  Lower  Providence,  Lower  Salford,  Upper  Salford,  Lime- 
rick and  West  Nori'iton  are  some  of  the  pioneers  in  this  work.  Other 
districts  have  under  consideration  increasing  the  size  of  school  play- 
grounds. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  show  a  commendable  desire  for  self  im- 
provement. A  large  percentage  attend  nearby  colleges  and  univer- 
sities evenings  and  Saturdays  during  the  school  year,  or  take  up 
summer  school  work  during  vacation.  The  inspiration  and  the  in- 
creased knowledge  that  they  gain  are  doing  much  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  schools. 
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Our  directors  show  au  increased  desire  to  secure  experienced  and 
professionally  trained  teachers  for  our  schools.  Out  of  almost  five 
hundred  teachers  under  my  supervision,  only  thirty-four  were  with- 
out experience. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  special  teachers  em- 
ployed during  the  last  few  years.  Special  teachers  have  charge  of 
the  instruction  in  vocal  music  in  fourteen  districts.  Special  teachers 
have  charge  of  the  instruction  in  drawing  in  nine  districts,  and 
manual  arts  are  taught  in  connection  with  drawing  in  these  nine 
districts. 

Commercial  departments  have  been  organized  in  four  districts  and 
some  districts  contemplate  the  introduction  of  domestic  science. 

In  addition  to  these,  Plymouth  township  has  arranged  to  have 
special  instruction  given  in  vocal  music  and  drawing  the  coming  year. 
Bridgeport  has  organized  a  commercial  department  and  engaged  a 
teacher  to  take  charge  of  it  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term,  it  will 
also  have  a  special  teacher  in  drawing. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  county  for  the  year  ending  July, 
1912,  the  records  of  the  office  show  498  teachers  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  County  Superintendent.  The  number  and  grade 
of  the  certificates  held  by  these  teachers  are  as  follows:  provisional 
certificates,  154;  professional  certificates,  38;  county  permanent,  74; 
State  permanent,  6;  normal  certificates,  91;  normal  diplomas,  130; 
provisional  college,  4;  permanent  college,  1;  total,  498.  A  number 
holding  professional  certificates  are  college  graduates  and  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Code,  they  may  apply  for  college  permanent  certifi- 
cates; thus,  next  year  the  number  holding  college  certificates  will 
make  a  better  showing. 

Fourteen  public  examinations  for  candidates  for  provisional  certi- 
ficates w^ere  held  this  year.  197  candidates  entered  these  examina- 
tions and  19  failed  to  secure  certificates. 

Our  county  is  waking  up  in  the  matter  of  school  supervision.  Seven- 
teen districts  have  supervising  principals,  some  giving  all  their  time 
to  sujiervision  and  some  giving  only  a  small  part  of  their  time  to 
supervision. 

The  many  educational  meetings  held  during  the  year  have  helped 
to  stir  up  and  keep  alive  a  strong  educational  sentiment.  Over  a 
hundred  parents'  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county  last 
year.    I  attended  as  many  of  these  as  my  other  work  would  permit. 

Teachers'  monthly  meetings  were  held  in  a  majority  of  the  districts 
of  the  county  last  year.  Such  meetings  were  a  source  of  great  help 
to  the  teachers.  I  want  to  have  them  in  every  district  of  the 
county  next  year.  In  one  of  the  districts,  a  few  earnest  teachers 
determined  to  have  teachers'  meetings  and  met  on  Saturdays.  The 
improvement  of  the  schools  of  those  teachers  who  attended  these  meet- 
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ings  over  the  school  ol'  teachers  of  the  same  district  who  did  uot 
attend,  was  so  marked,  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  directors  took 
up  the  matter.  By  a  vote  of  the  board,  a  clause  was  inserted  in  the 
teachers'  contract  of  this  district,  that  a  half  day  is  to  be  given  to  the 
teachers  each  month  for  teachers'  meetings ;  the  teachers  must  attend 
these  meetings  or  be  fined  a  half  day's  pay  for  non-attendance.  No 
teacher  will  be  employed  who  will  not  sign  a  contract  to  attend  the 
teachers'  monthly  meetings. 

Grange  meetings  helped  in  the  study  of  some  of  our  educational 
problems.  1  attended  as  many  as  1  could,  and  found  them  an  excel- 
lent means  to  create  a  healthy  educational  sentiment  in  our  rural 
sections. 

Eleven  educational  meetings  were  held  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year  at  eleven  ditferent  centres,  at  which  the  58  districts  under 
my  direct  supervision  were  brought  together.  Teachers  and  directors 
met  with  the  superintendent  to  discuss  the  local  needs  of  these 
groups.  Plans  and  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  our  schools 
were  discussed.  The  Superintendent  was  assisted  at  these  meetings 
by  his  assistant  who  outlined  work  in  English  by  which  the  teaching 
of  English  and  literature  might  be  made  more  etfective  and  efficient. 

Four  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year.  They  proved  an 
excellent  means  of  reaching  the  directors  and  parents  in  the  rural 
districts. 

Two  Directors'  Meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  Both  were 
largely  attended  and  the  subjects  discussed  were  timely  and  practical. 

Our  county  institute  was  the  largest  ever  held  in  the  county. 
Seven  hundred  and  thirty  teachers  were  enrolled.  It  was  also  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  inspiring  institutes  ever  held  in  the 
county.  Sectional  work  has  proved  so  successful  in  our  county  that 
next  year  we  will  add  two  more  sections  to  our  county  institute,  a 
rural  section  and  a  commercial  section. 

An  increasing  number  of  our  pupils  are  completing  the  courses  of 
our  township  schools  and  our  high  schools.  The  senior  and  junior 
classes  of  45  districts  w^ere  examined  directly  by  the  County  Superin- 
tendent. The  papers  of  the  pupils  were  forwarded  to  the  Superin- 
tendent's office  and  each  paper  was  carefully  examined  by  the  Super- 
intendent and  his  assistant.  Of  the  seniors,  304  were  successful  in 
attaining  the  desired  standard.  Three  hundred  and  fifty-five  juniors 
were  also  examined.  The  pupils  of  the  other  districts  were  examined 
by  an  examining  committee,  or  in  some  high  schools,  by  the  princi- 
pals and  high  school  teachers.  The  total  number  of  graduates  in 
th'^  township  schools  and  in  the  high  schools  under  my  supervision 
was  413. 

The  passage  of  the  law  permitting  children  in  districts  maintain- 
ing no  high  schools  to  attend  neighboring  high  schools  at  the  expense 
of  the  home  district  has  stimulated  ambitious  boys  and  girls  to  at- 
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tend  neighboring  high  schools.  The  number  taking  advantage  of  this 
provision  is  increasing  each  year.  This  provision  of  the  law  may  also 
lead  to  the  establishing  of  high  schools  in  districts  not  now  having 
high  schools.  A  number  of  districts  are  now  discussing  the  advis- 
ability of  establishing  high  schools  and  in  some  parts  meetings  have 
been  called  to  discuss  the  advisability  of  establishing  joint  high 
schools.  Especially  is  this  the  case  where  non-resident  high 
school  tuition  charged  exceeds  the  charge  stated  in  the  law. 

The  centralization  idea  is  taking  root,  and  some  districts  are  dis- 
cussing its  introduction.  Some  needed  improvements  are  being  de- 
I'dyed  in  these  districts  in  the  hope  that  they  may  soon  see  their  way 
clear  to  centralize  their  schools. 

We  have  begun  the  teaching  of  agriculture,  but  the  work  is  not 
general  in  all  districts,  nor  is  it  yet  well  systematized.  We  hope 
soon  to  secure  good  results. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Derr, 


The  year  just  closed  has  not  been  marked  by  any  new  and  unusual 
methods  in  educational  policies  or  methods.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  make  thoroughness  the  watchword  in  every  department  of 
work  and  in  every  subject.  Special  stress  has  been  laid  on  funda- 
mentals. Penmanship  and  English  grammar  have  received  daily 
thought  and  effort.  The  enrollment  was  greater  by  one  hundred 
than  on  previous  years.  The  year  has  been  one  of  great  growth 
along  all  lines  and  without  friction  or  drawbacks  of  any  kind.  Teach- 
ers have  given  their  usual  hearty  co-operation  by  aiding  the  boards 
and  those  engaged  in  the  work  of  supervision. 

Patron's  Day  was  attended  with  more  than  the  usual  interest. 
More  than  five  hundred  visits  of  parents  and  friends  were  recorded 
on  this  day  in  the  various  schools  throughout  the  county.  In  some 
cases  there  was  no  school  but  a  program  of  school  work  was  given 
for  the  visitors  to  their  profit  and  pleasure.  Patron's  Day  has  meant 
much  to  our  schools.  Every  year  has  indicated  an  increasing  interest 
of  parents  in  the  movement.  There  need  be  no  apprehension  as  to  the 
outcome  of  our  efforts,  so  long  as  the  home  and  the  school  labor  to- 
gether in  sympathy  with  a  view  to  accomplishing  the  ends  to  be 
desired. 

The  Annual  Institute  was  held  in  Danville  during  the  first  week 
in   December.     Our  instructors  included  Dr.   O.   L.  Warren,   Smith 
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Burnham  and  Miss  McQuistian  in  drawing.  The  music  was  in 
cliarge  of  Dr.  Warren.  Tlie  interest  in  tlie  institute  makes  us  be- 
lieve it  was  good. 

Our  local  institutes  wei-e  well  attended  by  teachers  and  patrons, 
the  teachers  taking  an  active  part  in  the  work.  Though  these  meet- 
ings are  an  old  thing,  they  are  one  of  the  best  things  in  the  way  of 
a  working  organization  that  we  have.  No  live  progressive  teacher  can 
attend  one  of  these  meetings  without  being  better  prepared  to  do 
something. 

The  Directors'  Annual  Convention  was  a  decided  success,  being 
more  largely  attended  than  any  former  convention  of  the  association. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  George  Becht  and  Hon.  Reed  B.  Teitrick. 
They  were  highly  appreciated  by  the  directors  and  their  friends. 

It  was  the  pleasure  of  the  Superintendent  to  visit  all  of  the  schools 
three  times,  while  some  received  the  fourth  and  fifth  visit. 

The  directors  are  each  succeeding  year  visiting  more  largely  with 
the  Superintendent.     This  is  vei\v  desirable. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice 
and  many  courtesies  extended ;  the  })ress  for  their  liberal  support ;  the 
teachers  and  directors  for  willing  co-operation  and  all  kind  hospital- 
ity shown  us  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  asking  that  they  may  still 
continue  co-operation,  that  Ave  may  be  able  to  do  more  each  year  for 
the  boys  and  girls. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— George  A.  Grim. 


We  enjoyed  a  very  busy  year,  hence  a  very  happy  period.  Educa- 
tional activity  manifested  itself  in  many  sections  and  appeared  in 
many  garbs.  During  institute  week  the  elementary  teachers  were  in- 
spired to  start  a  club,  for  those  interested  in  elementary  grades,  the 
three  meetings  held  during  the  year  were  well  attended  and  much 
good  resulted. 

Supervising  principal  A.  J.  LaBarre  and  his  executive  committee 
arranged  an  interesting  program  for  the  Northampton  County  Teach- 
ers' Club.  The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  the  discussions 
proved  profitable. 

Many  of  our  schools  became  social  centers  during  the  year,  the 
majority  of  our  literary  societies  had  a  very  successful  season.  Nu- 
merous debates  attracted  many  citizens  and  patrons  to  the  school 
houses.  Several  of  our  boroughs  maintained  lecture  courses  of  a  high 
grade. 
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Special  da.ys  were  fittingly  celebrated  in  many  schools,  these  events 
always  prove  of  interest  ro  the  parents  and  pupils. 

One  of  the  most  successful  school  events  in  our  county  was  fur- 
nished by  Palmer  township,  on  May  eleventh  the  schools  celebrated 
Palmer  Day,  all  of  the  fourteen  teachers  contributed  towards  the 
beautiful  and  instructive  school  exhibit.  The  exhibit  was  neatly  ar- 
ranged in  the  high  school  building  and  was  appreciated  by  several 
thousand  interested  persons.  A  large  parade  preceded  the  regular 
exercises ;  the  Easton  band  furnished  ;nusic  for  the  occasion,  about 
four  hundred  pupils  were  in  line,  members  from  several  lodges 
took  an  active  part.  The  members  of  Washington  Camp  No. 
542,  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  presented  a  beautiful 
American  flag  to  the  school.  Appropriate  singing  was  well 
rendered  by  local  talent.  The  speakers  for  the  day  were  Prin. 
E.  L.  Kemp,  G.  A.  Grim,  Dr.  W.  Gilbert  Tillman  and  Samuel 
C.  Wells,  State  Master  of  Forms,  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 

Tlie  same  lodge  has  distributed  many  certificates  of  honor  to 
pupils  for  their  punctuality  and  regular  attendance. 

During  the  year  Williams  township  added  another  modern  build- 
ing to  its  list  of  up-to-date  buildings.  The  building  is  worthy  of  the 
thrifty  people  who  dwell  in  that  beautiful  district.  The  building  is 
provided  with  a  large  cellar  heater,  single  desks,  spacious  cloak 
rooms,  etc. 

Lehigh  townships  consolidated  two  more  schools.  The  new  two 
room  building  is  modern  in  every  detail. 

Only  27  per  cent,  of  our  schools  are  ungraded.  We  have  only  forty- 
six  teachers  who  are  teaching  because  they  hold  a  provisional  cer- 
tificate, thirteen  teachers  are  holders  of  professional  certificates. 

The  average  length  of  our  school  term  is  8.845  months.  Forks 
township  adopted  a  new  plan  in  order  to  encourage  teachers  to  re- 
main in  their  township  for  more  than  one  or  two  terms.  The  first 
year  they  pay  |50  per  mouth.  If  the  teachers  remain  two  years  and 
give  satisfaction  they  will  receive  |55  per  month.  If  they  remain 
four  years  or  longer  they  will  receive  |60  per  month. 

On  Monday  forenoon  during  institute  week  Superintendent  W.  D. 
Landis  assisted  me  in  addressing  the  teachers  of  our  ungraded 
schools.  At  this  meeting  we  outlined  the  year's  work  in  English. 
The  work  was  continued  at  each  of  our  local  institutes,  our  aim  is 
to  have  puT)ils  become  familiar  with  and  appreciate  good  English 
literature;  this  goal  we  hope  to  reach  if  teachers  will  train  pupils 
to  observe  accurately,  record  correctly,  compare,  group  and  infer 
justly,  exx)ress  cogently. 

In  order  to  better  prepare  teachers  along  these  lines,  all  the  ap- 
plicants for  professional  certificates  were  requested  to  write  a  com- 
posite essay  on  Work,  the  material  was  collected  from  "The  Village 
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Blacksmith,"  "Browne's  Wooden  Image,"  "The  Nurnberg  Stove." 
Many  of  the  essays  were  well  prepared.  Next  year  we  expect  to 
follow  a  similar  line,  the  snbject  will  be  "The  Family"  the  material 
will  be  selected  from  "The  Children's  Hour,"  "The  Cotter's  Saturday 
Night,"  Act  III  scene  III  "William  Tell"  and  "Silas  Marner." 

During  institute  week  Miss  Charlotte  Herckner  had  charge  of  the 
primary  section  and  gave  instruction  in  profitable  busy  work.  Many 
of  our  teachers  profited  by  her  work  as  all  the  school  exhibits  mani- 
fest. 

Dr.  E.  B.  Bryan  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Venner  instructed  the  general  in- 
stitute and  the  ungraded  section.  Pres.  Mary  V.  Grice  of  the  Home 
and  School  League,  Philadelphia,  addressed  the  entire  institute  and 
delivered  a  timely  lesson. 

The  high  school  section  was  well  taken  care  of  by  the  eminent 
scholar.  Earl  Barnes. 

Our  "Directors'  Convention"  was  held  in  the  large  auditorium  of 
the  Hellertown  School  building. 

Mr.  James  K.  Worman  president  of  the  convention  opened  the  ses- 
sion with  an  appreciated  address.  Mr.  James  Weidman,  a  director 
from  Portland  also  had  a  very  interesting  speech.  In  the  afternoon 
State  Superintendent  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Prin.  A.  I.  Keinhard  and  G.  A. 
Grim  spoke  to  the  directors.  The  directors  were  well  pleased  with 
Hellertown  and  its  hospitality. 

Crowded  houses  encouraged  us  at  each  of  the  educational  sessions 
of  the  Farmers'  Institutes. 

A  hearty  thank  you  to  all  who  have  aided  us  in  our  efforts  to  do 
good  work. 


NORTHUMBEBLAND  COUNTY— I.  H.  Mauser. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  progress,  though  a  new  Superin- 
tendent cannot  well  draw  a  comparison  between  his  first  year  and  a 
previous  year  of  a  predecessor;  yet  to  one  who  has  not  been  in  close 
touch  with  the  rural  school  for  a  score  of  years,  the  present  condition 
of  these  schools,  the  zeal  displayed  by  many  of  the  teachers,  and  the 
interest  taken  by  directors  and  parents  is  almost  a  revelation  when 
compared  with  the  same  schools  not  so  very  many  years  ago.  The 
educational  sentiment  in  this  county  in  the  rural  districts  has  greatly 
changed  in  the  past  dozen  years  or  so.  Directors  are  no  longer 
elected  in  a  platform  of  least  expense  when  that  is  incompatible  with 
competency  and  progress.  The  rural  high  school,  the  directors' 
county  convention,  the  county  institute  and  by  no  means  least,  the 
local  institute  has  each  done  its  share  in  molding  public  sentiment  in 
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favor  of  better  schools.  The  new  Code  has  done  very  much  in  the  past 
year  in  directing  attention  to  the  schools  in  general,  and  this  instru- 
ment is  meeting  with  popular  favor,  for  the  more  it  is  read  and 
studied  the  more  popular  does  it  become.  The  schools  are  bound  to 
be  benefited  in  the  end. 

Of  the  2-46  teachers  under  my  supervision,  39  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience; 80  held  provisional  certificates ;  tiO,  professional ;  54,  county 
I)ermaneut;  4G,  normal  scliool  diplomas  and  G  were  college  graduates. 
A  goodly  proportion  of  those  holding  provisi»mal  and  professional  cer- 
tificates were  high  school  graduates,  but  there  are  still  many  teachers 
who  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  little  or  no  real  professional  training. 
A  few  annually  attend  summer  schools,  but  the  number  is  much 
smaller  than  it  should  be.  The  need  of  a  professional  summer  scliool 
has  been  so  apparent  that  our  county  association  has  discussed  the 
propriety  of  attempting  its  establishment  at  a  central  location  in  the 
county  with  instructors  of  the  highest  reputation.  The  school  would 
be  local  in  its  patronage  and  would  offer  to  every  one  of  the  550 
teachers  of  the  county  a  home  school  at  least  expense,  while  the  in- 
struction would  be  equal  to  that  of  the  regular  professional  summer 
schools. 

And  here  a  word  for  the  Northumberland  County  Educational  As- 
sociation, This  was  organized  a  little  more  than  two  years  ago.  Its 
object  is  to  discuss  live  educational  questions,  and  to  apply  the  con- 
clusions to  real  constructive  work.  Two  meetings  are  held  annually; 
the  first  of  the  past  year  was  held  in  the  Coal  township  high  school 
with  an  attendance  of  150,  and  the  second  was  held  at  Sunbury  with 
over  200  in  attendance.  Already  the  benefits  fr(mi  attendance  at  the 
association  meetings  are  becoming  apparent. 

Two  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  past  3'ear,  both  in  rural 
districts,  the  one  in  Shamokin  township,  and  the  other  in  Lower 
Mahano3\  Each  is  a  one  room  building  well  equipped,  well  lighted 
and  a  credit  to  the  community.  There  remains  a  dozen  or  more  build- 
ings that  should  make  room  for  better  ones,  while  the  matter  of 
proper  heating  and  ventilation  in  many  other  buildings  should  re- 
ceive prompt  attention. 

Our  County  Institute  was  successful  in  every  way.  In  attendance 
it  surpassed  any  previous  institute  of  the  county.  In  instruction 
it  was  pronounced  the  equal,  and  by  some,  superior  to  any  ever  held 
before.  And  last  but  not  least  it  was  a  success  financially.  A  debt 
of  ten  years  standing  was  wiped  out  and  a  surplus  fund  was  created. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  N,  0.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  George  A.  Hubbel,  of 
Lincoln  Memorial  University,  Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn. ;  Miss  Lilian 
Johnson,  Keystone  State  Normal;  Prof.  Holsopple,  Juniata  College, 
and  Prof.  Bromley  Smith,  Bucknell  University. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended  and  much  interest 
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was  taken  in  the  discussions.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  secretary  of  the 
State  Board  of  Educati<jn,  and  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  principal  of  the 
Bloomsburg  State  Normal,  addressed  the  convention.  The  addresses 
of  both  were  excellent  and  made  a  splendid  impression  on  the  direc- 
tors present.  They  gave  food  for  thought  as  was  evidenced  by  fre- 
quent allusions  to  the  addresses  by  individual  directors  after  the 
conventicm. 

The  high  school  sentiment  in  the  county  is  growing.  There  are  now 
sixteen  high  schools  in  the  county  of  which  fl^e  are  of  the  first  grade. 
There  is  still  room  for  a  fcAV  more,  and  the  time  is  likely  not  far  dis- 
tant when  every  boy  and  girl  of  Northumberland  county  will  have 
a  high  school  convenient  to  his  home. 

The  subject  of  agriculture  is  receiving  a  great  deal  of  attention, 
and  most  of  the  districts  are  now  teaching  it  in  an  elementary 
form. 

A  word  as  to  local  institutes.  There  were  ten  of  these  held  the 
past  year.  All  were  well  attended  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools  and 
in  nearly  all  cases  the  full  complement  of  teachers  for  the  district 
in  which  the  institute  was  held  were  present,  and  many  took  part, 
and  a  very  creditable  part  at  that. 

In  conclusion  thanks  are  extended  to  the  teachers  of  the  county 
for  their  loyalty  to  the  Superintendent,  and  to  the  Department  for 
I  he  manv  courtesies  received. 


PERRY  COUNTY— D.  A.  Kline. 


Improvement  in  i)ublic  school  conditions  is  as  a  rule  so  gradual 
as  to  be  almost  imperceptible.  HoAvever,  I  believe  that  a  fair  measure 
of  progress  has  been  made  by  the  schools  of  our  county  during  the 
year  just  closed.  Inspection  of  statistical  reports  discloses  the  fact 
that  for  each  of  the  past  four  years,  the  average  percentage  of  attend- 
ance for  the  whole  county  is  three  per  cent,  higher  than  for  any  of  the 
ten  years  preceding.  While  this  is  not  an  impressive  figure,  it  never- 
theless shows  considerable  improvement  in  the  matter  of  attendance. 

Most  of  our  teachers  demonstrated  their  right  to  teach.  A  small 
number  rendered  questionable  service,  and  a  few  proved  downright 
failures.  Each  year  the  directors  and  the  general  public  become  a 
little  more  critical  toward  inferior  teachers  and  a  little  more  in- 
sistent upon  having  good  teachers  and  good  schools.  This  is  an  en- 
couraging state  of  affairs.  I  often  wish  that  their  demands  might 
be  more  fully  satisfied  than  they  are,  and  that  a  real  artist-teacher 
of  the  most  masterful  ^sort  might  preside  over  every  school  room. 
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The  local  institutes  were  exceptionally  well  attended,  fully  ninety- 
five  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  having  been  present.  A  fine  professional 
spirit  prevailed.  The  discussions  were  of  a  practical  and  helpful 
variety. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute,  held  in  New  Bloomfield,  the  first 
week  of  December,  did  not  fall  below  those  of  previous  years  in 
respect  to  interest  and  worth.  Only  one  teacher  failed  to  enroll. 
The  courtroom  was  filled  to  overflowing  during  most  of  the  sessions. 
The  daily  instructors  were  Dr.  Ira  W.  Howerth,  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller, 
Dr.  Keed  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  A.  S.  Martin  and  Dr.  Wm.  Anthony  Gran- 
ville.  Four  good  evening  entertainments  were  held. 

The  annual  convention  of  school  directors  easily  ranked  as  one  of 
the  best  we  have  ever  held.  Dr.  A,  B.  Van  Ormer  delivered  two  in- 
structive and  inspiring  lectures.  Able  addresses  were  made  by 
directors  Jas.  L.  Snyder,  L.  C.  Lightner,  J.  B.  Lahr,  John  L.  Hain,  W. 
J.  Kines,  J.  A.  Wright  and  H.  E.  Ritter. 

More  than  a  hundred  pupils  tried  the  district  examinations,  and 
seventy  were  awarded  diplomas. 

Ninety-eight  provisional  and  five  professional  certificates  were 
issued  as  a  result  of  fourteen  examinations.  Applicants  appeared  to 
show  better  preparation  than  heretofore. 

The  high  schools  did  conmiendable  work.  Newport  will  have  a 
first  class  high  school  for  the  coming  year,  a  third  teacher  having 
been  added  to  the  force. 

MarysWlle  contemplates  the  erection  of  an  up-todate  central  school 
building.  The  school  structures  there  are  antiquated  and  insufficient, 
and  in  no  way  meet  the  needs  of  the  people  of  that  substantial  and 
progressive  borough. 

I  herewith  teuder  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  friends  of  education  in 
Perry  county,  and  likewise  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  every  kindness  shown. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


No  innovations  were  attempted  in  the  work  of  the  year  just  ended. 
Our  teachers,  as  a  body,  were  earnest,  energetic  and  efficient,  which 
insured  substantial  progress  in  the  work  of  the  schools  and  did  much 
toward  furthering  the  growth  of  a  healthful  educational  sentiment 
throughout  the  county.  We  believe  this  comes  as  the  direct  result 
■of  persistent  insistence  that  all  applicants  for  licenses  should  possess 
the  .first  requisite  of  a  teacher,  scholarship,  and  that  they  shall  have 
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done  the  required  i)rofessi()nal  reading-  prescribed  from  year  to  year.. 
Ill  order  to  show  to  wiuit  extent  our  teachers  have  improved  in 
schohiiship  it  is  but  necessary  to  state  that  ten  years  ago  only  ten 
j>er  cent,  of  them  could  make  the  required  average,  while  this  year 
all  except  Ten  per  cent,  passed  well  above  the  average  per  cent, 
required. 

The  course  of  study  sent  out  by  the  Department  last  year  has 
served  to  unify  the  work  of  the  schools.  The  majority  of  our  teachers 
have  made  a  stmly  of  the  course  oi  study,  have  adapted  it  to  the 
needs  of  their  schools,  and  have  secured  excellent  results.  In  most 
districts,  however,  owing  to  economic  conditions,  the  dii-ectors  were 
unable  to  suppl}^  the  necessary  material  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  course  of  study  in  English  and  histcn-y.  In  many  instances  the 
teachers  have,  at  my  suggestion,  made  personal  sacrifices  and  have 
purchased  from  various  supply  houses,  to  a  limited  extent,  material 
to  meet  the  requirements  in  English  and  have  met  with  unqualified 
success.  Some  of  our  teachers  have  not  had  the  necessary  training, 
nor  have  they  had  the  opportunity  to  do  the  required  amount  of  wide 
reading  that  is  rendered  necessary  in  order  to  teach  the  subject  of 
history  as  required  by  the  course  of  study. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  at  Milford  during  the  week 
of  November  13th.  The  instructors  were  Deputy  State  Superintend- 
ent Keed  H.  Teitrick,  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren  and  Prof.  Oden  C.  Gortner. 
With  men  of  this  type  as  instructors  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
institute  was  a  decided  success.  On  Monday  afternoon  of  institute 
week  our  Directors'  Association  met  in  joint  session  with  the  in- 
stitute, and  on  Tuesday  forenoon  the  association  convened  in  the 
grand  jury  room  where  the  School  Code  was  the  chief  topic  for  con- 
sideration. Dejjuty  State  Sujjerinteudent  11.  B.  Teitrick  very  ably 
discussed  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  with  the  directors. 

February  9th  Avas  designated  to  be  observed  as  Patrons'  Day.  A 
special  invitation  was  extended  to  the  parents  of  each  pupil  to  be 
present  on  this  day.  A  special  program  was  prepared  for  the  oc- 
casion and  opi)ortunity  was  given  to  see  each  individual  pupil's  work. 
This  seems  to  have  a  salutary  etfect.  It  brings  the  teacher  into  closer 
relation  with  the  parents  and  indirectly  with  the  pupils  which  con- 
dition of  affairs  seems  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our  entire  edu- 
cational system.  Reports  from  the  various  schools  show  an  increased 
attendance  of  patrons  on  this  special  day,  which  would  indicate 
that  they  are  more  deeply  interested  than  heretofore. 

On  March  29,  1912,  Delaware  Council  No.  9,  Jr.  O.  V.  A.  M.,  pre- 
sented  to    the   Matamoras   high   school    an    exceptionally    beautiful 
American   Hag.     A  sjiecial    program,   consisting  of  patriotic  songs, 
I'ecitations,  declamations,  etc.,  was  prepared  by  the  high  school  to 
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impress  the  signitieance  of  the  occasion.  Hon.  Alfred  Marvin,  rep- 
resentative from  Pike  connty,  delivered  a  historical  address  on  the 
flag,  and  the  I>oard  of  Directors  was  represented  by  the  superin- 
tendent. 

Onr  usual  unmlicr  of  local  institutes  was  held  throughout  the 
county  during  the  year.  These  meetings  have  been  better  attended 
by  teachers,  pati-ons  and  representative  citizens  than  ever  before. 

Mail}'  teachers  were  active  in  securing  geographical  collections 
and  pictures,  in  starting  school  libraries  and  adding  to  existing 
ones,  and  in  purchasing  flags,  bells,  window  shades  and  book  cases. 

In  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  to 
the  Department  for  advice  and  assistance  and  to  the  directors,  teach- 
ers, patrons  and  the  pi-ess  for  their  loyalty  and  support. 


POTTER  COUNTY— K.  O.  Welfling. 


The  report  for  the  school  year  1911-1912  is  very  similar  to  that 
of  the  previous  year.  No  great  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
school  system. 

The  rural  schools  continue  to  make  satisfactory  re])orts  and  these 
scliools  in  equipment,  professional  zeal  and  co-operation  are  making 
decided  advancement. 

We  take  the  following  items  from  the  reports  of  these  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight    (138)    schools: 

Money  raised  by  school  socials,  |l,4:75.o7;  pictures  bought  for 
the  school  rooms,  154 ;  cost  of  these  154  pictures,  |205.80 ;  average 
cost  of  each  picture,  |1.33 ;  number  of  trees  planted  on  school 
grounds,  133;  books  added  to  the  rural  school  libraries,  742;  pupils 
enrolled  in  the  138  rural  schools,  2,471. 

The  report  of  thase  items  does  not  include  the  reports  from  the 
twelve  high  schools,  all  of  which  did  excellent  work  along  these 
lines. 

About  thirty  Waterman  Waterbury  heating  systems  are  being 
placed  in  the  rural  schools  this  summer. 

The  Summer  Normal  School  which  is  being  maintained  at  Couders- 
port  is  doing  excellent  work.  There  are  sixty-six  students  enrolled. 
The  teachers  are  enthusiastic  and  the  students  are  in  earnest.  The 
elTect  of  the  work  of  this  school  is  being  felt  in  every  school  in 
the  county. 

&    6    1812 
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Three  school  buildiugs  were  destroyed  during  the  year,  the  Cottage 
School  at  Costello,  by  the  Austin  Hood,  the  South  Hill  school,  in 
Eulalia  township,  and  the  Clintoutown  school,  in  Galetoii,  by  fire.  The 
Clintontown  and  the  South  Hill  schools  will  not  be  rebuilt.  The 
Portage  directors  bought  a  good  dwelling  house  and  an  excellent 
school  lot  to  replace  the  loss.  The  dwelling  house  when  remodeled 
will  make  a  fine  school  building. 

The  Austin  flood  disaster,  which  occurred  September  30,  1911,  at 
2:30  P.  M.,  cast  a  gloom  over  the  entire  county.  After  a  month  of 
sorrow,  doubt,  and  uncertainty  the  schools  reopened  with  nearly  the 
same  faculty  but  with  only  about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  formerly  en- 
rolled pupils.    Since  then  the  number  of  pupils  has  increased  slowly. 

The  County  Institute  was  a  pronounced  success.  The  teachers 
were  most  attentive  and  a  splendid  spirit  of  harmony  and  good  will 
prevailed  during  the  week. 

The  instructors  were:  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Superintendent  E.  B.  Teit- 
rick,  Superintendent  J.  W.  Sweeney,  Superintendent  Charles  Lose, 
and  Prof.  H.  E.  Cogswell. 

Ten  very  successful  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year. 
The  discussions  were  practical  and  helpful. 

During  the  year  I  held  eight  regular  and  eight  special  teachers' 
examinations.    I  examined  117  applicants,  of  these  20  were  rejected. 

In  the  final  examination  for  the  eighth  grade  there  were  150  appli- 
cants. Of  these  70  were  granted  common  school  diplomas  and  130 
of  them  were  granted  certificates  of  admission  to  high  schools. 

Four  hundred  and  forty-three  pupils  of  the  county  were  neither 
tardy  nor  absent  which  is  approximately  nine  per  cent,  of  all  pupils 
of  school  age  in  the  county.  This  is  an  increase  of  156  over  last 
year. 

I  made  262  visits  to  schools  during  the  year,  the  average  visit 
being  not  less  than  one  and  one-half  hours.  In  a  county  geographi- 
cally situated  as  Potter  county  is,  this  means  strenuous  work. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  helped,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
make  it  possible  for  me  to  report  a  successful  year  for  the  schools 
of  Potter  county. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY^Livingston  Seltzer. 


Another  school  year  has  passed  into  history — in  many  respects 
a  year  of  experiment  under  the  new  School  Code.  Keviewing  the 
work  accomplished  since  our  last  annual  report,  we  feel  that  com- 
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mendable  progress  has  been  made  under  the  new  order  of  things. 
The  code  may  have  its  weaknesses,  it  many  not  meet  every  condition 
and  cover  every  situation,  but  with  the  changes  future  school  legis- 
lation may  bring  about,  it  will  approach  the  ideal.  Even  as  it 
stands  now,  it  is,  beyond  the  shadow  of  doubt  or  controversy,  a  monu- 
mental work — marking  an  epoch  of  educational  progress  in  what 
we  think  is  the  greatest  State  in  the  Union. 

The  people  of  Schuylkill  county  have  particular  reason  to  congratu- 
late themselves  upon  the  keen  interest  their  law-makers  have  taken 
in  the  educational  welfare  of  the  children.  This  has  ever  been  true. 
As  early  as  the  year  1828,  Hon.  William  Audenried,  of  McKeansburg 
(a  member  of  the  distinguished  family  of  the  same  name),  as  a  Sen- 
ator representing  Berks  and  Schuylkill  counties,  advocated  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  which  later  became  the  basis  of  the  free  school  system 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  introduced  by  that  dis- 
tinguished person,  the  Hon.  Thaddeus  E.  Stevens.  Nor  have  the 
legislators  of  Schuylkill  county  in  recent  years  lost  sight  of  the 
fact  that  the  public  school  system  is  one  of  the  factors  working 
toward  the  perfection  of  man  in  those  things  which  are  highest  and 
noblest  and  best  for  all  time.  We  think  with  pride,  for  instance, 
of  the  great  things  accomplished  by  Hon.  Charles  A.  Snyder,  who 
worked  with  untiring  zeal  to  place  the  salaries  of  our  teachers  upon 
a  higher  basis,  and  succeeded,  thereby  making  it  possible,  with  the 
inducement  of  a  more  reasonable  remuneration,  to  secure  and  hold 
the  services  of  better  qualified  teachers. 

Of  all  these  things  we  are  justly  proud,  and  we  are  grateful  for 
what  the  past  has  given  us.  The  present,  however,  has  its  opportuni- 
ties and  responsibilities,  the  future  its  golden  possibilities.  Much 
as  has  been  accomplished  and  is  being  accomplished  we  feel  that 
there  are  heights  of  larger  and  clearer  vision  yet  to  be  attained. 

School  Buildings. 

During  the  past  school  year  a  tine  modern  two-room  school  build- 
ing was  erected  in  Ringtown  borough.  New  Castle  township  erected 
an  addition  to  a  two-room  building,  making  a  splendid  three-room 
building.  In  Pine  Grove  township  a  room  was  added  to  the  Oak 
Swamp  school  house,  making  it  a  two-room  building.  It  may  not 
be  out  of  place  to  state  at  this  point  that  Pine  Grove  township  has 
seventeen  (17j  schools,  all  of  which  are  graded  except  four  (4). 
Nearly  all  of  the  buildings  are  two-roomed.  West  Pine  Grove 
Independent — really  a  part"  of  Pine  Grove  townshii^ — has  a  con- 
solidated school,  the  building  containing  three  rooms.  I  make  men- 
tion of  Pine  Grove  township  because  it  seems  to  me  a  marked  sign 
of  progress  to  have  so  many  graded  schools  in  a  given  territory, 
considering  the  fact  that  it  is  a  farming  community. 
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'         Heating  and   X'entilating. 

In  this  respect  tlie  new  code  lias  already  proved  its  Avorth,  at  least 
as  far  as  Schuylkill  county  is  concerned.  Within  a  comparatively 
short  period  of  time  nearly  ihree  hundred  Waterbury  heating  and 
ventilating  systems  have  been  installed  in  the  county's  schools,  most 
of  them  during  the  past  school  year. 

High  Schools. 

The  county  high  schools  owe  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  progress 
made  along  certain  lines  to  the  State  Department,  through  the 
personal  eti'orts  of  I'rof.  Jlertzog,  High  School  Inspector,  and  Miss 
liose  Fetterolf,  expert  assistant  in  drawing,  lioih  these  otHcials 
expressed  themselves  as  being  well  pleased  with  the  work  accomp- 
lished in  our  high  schools.  Miss  Fetterolf  attended  a  meeting  of  our 
County  Educational  Association,  Following  the  meeting,  she  spent 
a  full  week  in  giving  our  teachers  helpful  hints  on  drawing,  and  the 
good  results  of  her  work  are  already  making  themselves  evident.  In 
general,  I  find  the  influences  of  State  supervision  very  helpful  and 
stimulating  to  teachers  and  public. 

Seven  years  ago  Schuylkill  county  had  three  (3)  township  high 
schools  recognized  by  the  State.  Now  we  have  nine  (9)  township 
and  thirteen  (13)  borough  high  schools,  making  a  total  of  twenty- 
two  (22)  high  schools  in  Schujikill  county  under  the  supervision  of 
the  County  Superintendent.  This  indicates  commendable  progress. 
In  my  visits  to  the  various  high  schools  under  my  supervision,  I  found 
that,  in  general,  the  work  was  moving  along  very  nicely.  Last  spring 
there  were  held  seventeen  (17)  high  school  commencements — all  of 
which  were  well  attended,  indicating  a  marked  interest  in  high  school 
work  on  the  part  of  i)atrons  and  the  public  in  general.  During  the 
last  year  Tower  City  added  domestic  science  to  its  high  school 
curriculum. 

County  Educational  Association. 

This  association  holds  six  meetings  a  year  for  the  discussion  of 
educational  problems  and  questions.  These  meetings  have  done 
much  in  the  way  of  fostering  the  professional  spirit  and  keeping  alive 
educational  sentiment.  As  a  rule,  about  one-third  of  the  teachers 
of  the  count}'  were  in  attendance. 

County  Institute. 

Schuylkill  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  week 
of  October  23rd.  The  number  of  teachers  enrolled  was  almost  a 
thousand.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer.  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction ;  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the 
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State  lioaid  ol"  Education;  Miss  Mae  E.  Schreiber,  of  New  York 
City;  Prof.  J.  Adams  Putter,  Boston,  Mass.;  Prof.  W.  S.  Hertzog, 
and  Prof.  T.  i..  (iibsoii,  musical  director,  also  Prof.  A.  D.  Sorenson, 
of  Philadelphia,  who  instructed  in  j)enmaDship.  The  institute  lec- 
turers were  thoroughly  appreciated,  and  the  meetings  characterized 
by  a  deej)  interest. 

Jn  conclusion,  1  desire  to  express  my  hearty  thanks  and  sincere 
appreciation  to  all  those  who  directly  or  indirectl}^  co-operated  with 
me  in  making  the  past  school  year  successful;  and,  standing  as  we 
do,  on  the  threshold  of  a  new  school  year,  1  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  the  hojie  that  tlie  coming  months  will  he  productive  of 
even  greater  results  and  acliievcmeuts. 


SNYDEK  COUNTY— T.  A.  Stetler. 


In  submitting  this,  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Hnyder 
count}',  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  that  we  have  had 
a  very  prosperous  year.  With  the  exception  of  interruptions  caused 
by  various  contagious  diseases,  the  conditions  have  been  favorable 
and  the  results  gratifying. 

One  of  the  encouraging  features  in  our  county  is  the  desire  upon 
the  part  of  the  teachers  to  better  qualify  themselves  for  the  profes- 
sion, another  is  that  the  directors  seek  to  employ  those  who  are  best 
qualified.  The  result  is  that  we  have  had  more  teachers  teaching 
in  the  county  with  a  higher  grade  certificate. 

Four  public  examinations  were  held.  One  hundred  and  sixteen 
applicants  were  examined,  of  which  thirty-two  were  rejected. 

Number  of  teachers  without  previous  experience,    17 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates,   59 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional    certificates,    32 

Number  of  teachers  holding  jjermanent  certificates,    20 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  Normal    diplomas,    10 

Number  of  teachers  holding  college  diplomas S 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  the  schools  during  the  year 
was  two  hundred  and  eighty-six,  all  of  the  schools  of  the  county  being 
visited  twice,  and  a  few  of  them  three  times. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Middleburg,  December 
4-8.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  of  King's  School  of 
Oratory,   IMttsburg,   Pa.;    Prof.   Oscar    II.    Bakeless,   of   Blooinsl)urg 
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State  Normal  School;  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Gordinier,  of  MillersviJle  State 
Normal  School;  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Juniata  College;  Mrs.  Sue  Bru- 
baker,  of  Mifflinburg,  Fa.,  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  of  Juniata  Col- 
lege. For  the  eveuing  sessions  we  had  The  Fellows  Singers,  lectures 
by  Kobert  Glenn  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  and  a  recital  by  Dr.  Byron  W. 
King.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  enrolled  and  in  attendance. 
The  institute  was  pronounced  one  of  the  best  in  the  history  of  the 
county. 

The  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  January  2  and  3. 
There  were  seventy-two  of  the  eighty-live  directors  of  the  county 
present,  every  district  in  the  county  being  represented.  Prof.  Oden 
C.  Gortner  of  Mansfield  State  Normal  School,  delivered  several 
strong  addresses  brfore  the  association.  The  directors  discussed 
many  questions  relating  to  their  duties.  This  association  has  grown 
to  be  an  energetic  and  progressive  body  in  our  county. 

Our  two  boroughs  and  three  of  our  township  high  schools  held 
commencement  exercises  and  graduated  good  sized  classes.  Grad- 
ually, the  people  are  beginning  to  appreciate  these  schools,  and  are 
giving  them  the  support  which  they  so  much  deserve. 

The  Middle  Creek  School  District  erected  a  new  two-room  school 
building  at  Kreamer.    It  is  a  modern,  up  to  date  building. 

Many  of  the  districts  in  the  county  have  installed  the  Waterbury 
system  of  heating. 

The  teachers  of  the  county,  during  the  week  of  institute,  fonned 
what  is  known  as  the  Snyder  County  Teachers'  Association.  They 
held  three  meetings  during  the  year.  This  organization  lias  been 
the  means  of  giving  inspiration  to  many  of  the  teachers,  the  result  is 
they  are  more  earnest  in  their  work. 

We  regret  to  state  that  during  the  year  one  of  our  teachers,  Mr. 
T.  G.  Arbogast,  and  one  of  our  directors,  Mr.  F.  S.  Riegle,  were  re- 
moved by  death.  In  the  death  of  these  men  the  schools  lost  ardent 
supporters  and  the  community  in  which  they  lived  loyal  citizens. 

In  conclusion,  I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  counsel  and  assistance 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  wish  to  express  my 
thanks  to  the  teachers,  directors,  and  all  citizens  in  various  lines  of 
work  who  have  assisted  in  making  this  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
year  for  me,  and  especially  do  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation to  the  press  of  the  county,  which  has  been  most  courteous 
and  extremely  helpful  in  their  effort"  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
Snyder  County  schools. 
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SOMERSET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 


In  the  absence  of  a  definite  standard  it  is  difficult  to  measure  the 
progress  that  is  made  in  schools  during  a  certain  year. 

To  go  forward  wisely  and  uniformly  in  all  directions  within  the 
public  school  field  is  indeed  a  complex  problem.  It  demands  greater 
sacrifices  from  all  factors  with  each  succeeding  year. 

It  affords  us  pleasure  to  say  that  the  spirit  in  our  schools  during 
the  year  was  excellent.  The  teachers  led  an  efifective  campaign  for 
better  school  houses,  school  grounds  and  ornamentation.  Through 
libraries  being  established  and  rented  in  country  schools  an  abund- 
ance of  good  reading  has  been  brought  into  the  homes  of  children 
in  districts  where  before  there  were  few  books.  The  school  libraries, 
where  established,  are  exerting  a  beneficent  influence,  not  only  on 
the  children,  but  also  on  the  parents  who  either  read  the  books  them- 
selves, or  hear  them  read  by  the  children. 

High  Schools. 

In  order  that  all  sections  of  the  county  may  enjoy  high  school 
facilities  within  reasonable  distances,  we  should  have  at  least  four 
more  township  high  schools  and  a  County  Agricultural  High  School. 
Inasmuch  as  the  greater  number  of  our  pupils  come  from  farms 
and  our  high  schools  have  to  a  great  extent  the  college  preparatory 
idea,  we  are  confronted  with  an  unfavorable  sentiment  for  high 
schools  in  country  districts.  In  some  cases  the  idea  exists  that  the 
high  school  with  its  present  aim  is  a  burden  to  public  education 
rather  than  a  help.  A  change  of  aim  toward  more  of  the  farm,  home 
and  industrial  field  seems  to  be  needed,  as  well  as  desired,  by  the 
majority  of  our  people. 

Our  County  Institute,  held  November  27th  to  December  1st,  was 
the  chief  educational  event  of  the  year.  The  attendance  was  larger 
than  ever  before.  We  were  peculiarly  fortunate  in  our  instructors 
and  lecturers,  and  the  interest  manifested  by  teachers,  directors  and 
friends  of  education  was  far  above  normal.  The  personnel  was  as 
follows:  Dr.  John  Davison,  Superintendent,  Lima,  Ohio;  Dr.  C.  H. 
Gordinier,  Dept.  of  English,  Millersville  State  Normal;  Dr.  T.  S. 
Lowden,  School  of  Education,  Ohio  State  University;  Prof.  W.  8. 
Hertzog,  State  High  School  Inspector ;  Prof.  Robt.  J.  McDowell,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.;  Miss  Jean  Neff,  Indiana  Conservatory  of  Music;  Alton 
Packard,  on  "Uncle  Sam's  Family;"  Victor  B.  Murdock,  on  "In- 
surgency;" Ernest  Wray  O'Neal,  on  "Popular  Fallacies;"  Dudley 
Buck  Concert  Co.,  in  "Musical  Review." 
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Our  Directors'  Convention  was  one  in  wiiich  the  interest  was 
unusual.  It  was  attended  by  directors  from  all  districts  in  the 
county.  Each  year  we  can  see  more  clearly  the  benefits  derived  from 
the  assembling  of  the  school  directors  of  the  county,  and  the  wisdom 
exercised  by  the  State  Legislature  in  making  these  large  meetings 
]to.sj>ible  by  ])roviding  for  the  expenses  of  the  same.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  any  place  where  the  expenditure  of  four  dollars 
of  the  district's  money  would  result  in  more  good  to  the  schools. 

It  is  with  sorrow  that  we  note  the  death  of  ex-Superintendent 
Elmer  E.  Pritts.  lie  died  August  15,  1911.  Prof.  Pritts  was  a  man 
of  rare  ability  and  genuine  helpfulness.  He  was  superintendent  of 
this  county  for  six  years  and  worked  earnestly  to  increase  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  schools  and  advance  the  general  interests  of  educa- 
tion. In  his  death  a  friend  has  been  lost  to  the  schools,  a  distin- 
guished citizen  to  the  county,  and  a  devoted  husband  and  father  to 
the  home. 

We  are  greatly  in  need  of  township  supervising  principals.  We 
should  have  supervision  that  could  at  least  attempt  to  keep  in  its 
field  of  vision  every  school  house,  every  teacher  and  the  work  in 
every  branch  of  study. 

A  great  step  forward  could  be  realized  if  the  good  teacher's  in- 
creased value  to  the  same  school  year  after  year  were  appreciated 
to  the  extent  of  making  her  position  practically  permanent.  The 
spectacle  of  a  professionally  trained  and  experimentally  tried  teacher 
going  around  each  year  and  begging  for  a  school  is  pathetic  to  say 
the  least.  The  plan  of  changing  teachers  from  school  to  school  in 
a  district  is  too  expensive  for  both  teachers  and  pu]jils  for  it  de- 
prives them  of  that  essential  equipment — a  mutual  knowledge  of 
each  other.  The  responsibility  for  the  work  and  later  life  of  the 
child  which  the  teacher  bears  becomes  more  marked  with  each  suc- 
ceeding year. 

With  longer  periods  for  teaching  should  come  different  require- 
ments for  the  beginner.  The  conditions  for  doing  permanent  good 
for  education  in  the  ])nblic  schools  could  be  at  once  greatly  improved 
if  each  provisional  teacher  were  required  to  teach  as  an  aid,  or 
lieli)er,  for  a  period  of  at  least  one  year. 

On  account  of  having  no  cities  the  present  openings  to  the  aspiring 
young  men  and  women,  Somerset  county  is  fortimate  in  having  a 
beginning  class  of  teachers  that  ranks  above  the  average.  Yet,  taking 
into  consideration  the  teacher's  own  estimate  of  her  first  year's  work, 
after  she  has  had  sufficient  experience,  and  the  facts  learned  from 
observation,  Ave  are  led  to  believe  that  no  person  should  be  elected 
as  teacher  until  she  has  seiwed  a  probationary  term  as  an  aid 
teacher. 
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A  fair  comparison  of  a  school  tanglit  by  inexperienced  teachers 
with  one  taught  by  the  same  experienced  teacher  shows  that  one 
year  out  of  six  is  lost  to  the  pupils  of  the  former  school.  This  means 
a  loss  of  one  and  one-half  yeai-s  to  each  pupil  who  quits  school  at  the 
close  of  his  ninth  year,  or  about  tAventy-four  dollars  in  actual  tu- 
ition— not  to  mention  his  individual  loss  which  would  at  least  be  the 
equal  of  his  earning  jjower  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  An  average  of  eight 
pupils  quit  country  schools  each  year  and  the  same  proportion  of  loss 
falls  to  each  one  of  them  or  almost  the  equal  in  tuition  alone  of  a 
fair  salaiw  for  an  aiding  teacher.  As  a  rule  the  same  schools,  year 
after  year,  serve  as  a  trying  ground  for  beginners.  This  would  ap- 
proximately necessitate  the  hiring  of  one  aid  teacher  for  every  three 
schools  in  rural  districts  and  would  of  course  cost  quite  a  sum  of 
money.  But  when  money  can  be  used  in  promoting  the  development 
of  the  best  that  is  in  mankind,  it  is  serving  in  its  most  potent  ca- 
pacity. If  we  have  faith  in  our  free  institutions,  we  should  be 
willing  to  provide  educational  facilities  that  will  bring  out  the 
strength,  courage,  self-reliance  and  character  of  the  children  in  such 
a  way  as  to  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  race.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Pennsylvania  State  debt  has  now  been  extinguished  and  the  State 
from  its  very  oftice  stands  as  the  great  moderator  that  must  see  to  it, 
not  only  that  no  hindrances  be  imposed  upon  the  full  and  free  ex- 
pansion of  intelligence,  but  also  that  all  proper  assistance  and  en- 
couragement be  supplied  to  further  it,  I  believe  that  after  the  nec- 
essary appropriations  are  made  the  residue  of  the  present  annual 
income  should  be  used  for  schools  and  that  the  foregoing  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  cause  of  popular  education. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— J.  E,  Eeese  Killgore. 


The  Pennsylvania  Course  of  Study  has  been  adopted  by  every  iis- 
trict  in  the  county.  The  Illinois  course  had  been  in  operation  for 
several  years.  This  course  of  study  is  very  comprehensive,  outlining 
definitely  the  work  of  each  grade  for  each  month  of  the  school  year. 
The  experience  gained  in  operating  the  old  course  of  study  was  of 
great  help  to  us  in  adapting  the  new  one  to  our  peculiar  and  par- 
ticular needs.  The  greatest  problem  in  this  connection  was  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  daily  recitation  periods  to  come  within  the  time 
limitations  of  the  school  day.  In  all  graded  schools  the  course  of 
study  has  been  followed  practically  as  outlined.    To  aid  the  country 


138  PUBLIC  i.sdTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

school  teacher,  who  often  has  the  full  eight  years'  work,  a  manual 
was  prepared  by  the  superintendent.  In  this  manual  related  subjects 
were  co-related  and  a  scheme  of  alternating  the  work  was  suggested. 
The  results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  Our  teachers  are  mastering 
the  details  of  the  new  course  and  are  acquiring  greater  skill  in  op- 
erating it.  It  most  admirably  meets  the  needs  of  our  schools,  the 
flexibility  with  which  it  can  be  adapted  to  the  particular  needs  of 
the  schools  being  not  the  least  of  its  many  strong  points. 

I  believe  that  this  course  of  study  should  be  used  in  the  model 
schools  of  our  State  Normal  Schools.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
graduates  6f  these  schools  become  our  teachers  and  as  such  are  ex- 
pected to  use  it,  they  know  practically  nothing  of  its  requirements 
and  have  acquired  no  skill  in  putting  it  into  operation. 

The  usual  teachers  meetings  have  been  held  monthly  and  still  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  success  of  our  schools.  At  these  meetings  the 
course  of  study  is  discussed ;  teachers  and  interested  patrons  prepare 
papers  or  deliver  addresses  upon  educational  topics;  directors  are 
brought  into  closer  sympathy  with  the  teachers,  while  the  teachers 
themselves  become  more  earnest  in  their  work  and,  as  a  natural 
consequence,  more  highly  efficient. 

The  "new  code"  is  working  out  most  satisfactorily.  While  its  effect 
in  ousting  the  old  boards  of  directors  who  have,  in  some  instances, 
been  replaced  by  entirely  new  boards,  has  been  confusing  and  has 
placed  an  unusual  amount  of  work  upon  the  superintendent's  should- 
ers, it  has,  in  all  other  respects,  admirably  provided  for  the  needs  of 
fourth-class  districts. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Dushore  during  the 
week  of  January  1.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  in  attendance. 
Our  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  Prof. 
Charles  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg.  For  the  first  time  in  the  institute's 
history  of  our  county,  departmental  sessions  were  held  in  the  high 
school  building.  Subjects  were  assigned  to  the  teachers,  who  entered 
into  the  discussion  under  the  leadership  of  the  instructors.  These 
sessions  were  most  helpful.  Because  the  teachers  brought  so  much 
more  to  the  institute  they  received  much  more  of  helpfulness.  The 
evening  entertainments  were  of  the  usual  high  order  while  the  at- 
tendance and  interest  was  very  encouraging. 

The  Directors'  Association  meeting  was  held  in  Laporte,  Friday 
and  Saturday,  April  12  and  13.  We  had  with  us  Dr.  J.  George  Becht, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  and  Superintendent 
Charles  Lose,  of  Williamsport.  Seventy-five  per  cent,  of  our  directors 
were  jiresent.  Dr.  Becht  and  Superintendent  Lose  delivered  helpful 
addresses  and  were  enthusiastically  received.  These  meetings  are 
contributing  ranch  to  the  cause  of  public  education.     Here  all  the 
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educational  forces  of  the  county  meet  and  learn  the  great  lesson  of 
sympathetic  co-operation.  Through  the  medium  of  these  meetings 
oui"  forces  are  working  together  as  never  before. 

Two  meetings  of  the  County  Teachers'  Association  were  held,  the 
first  at  Bernice,  the  second  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the 
Directors'  Association.  Both  meetings  were  largely  attended.  The 
association  is  arranging  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  State 
Teachers'  Association  in  a  body.  During  the  past  few  years  Sullivan 
county  has  not  been  represented  at  the  State  meeting.  Our  institute 
has  heretofore  been  held  during  the  week  following  the  Christmas 
holidays.  This  prevented  our  teachers  from  attending.  To  obviate 
this  difficulty  we  have  arranged  to  hold  our  institute  during  the 
week  of  December  16.  Sixty-three  of  our  teachers  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  attend  this  year  and  we  expect  to  have  with  us  not  fewer 
than  seventy-five  of  our  teachers. 

College  township  erected  a  handsome  six-room  building  during  the 
year.  All  of  our  high  schools  are  now  working  in  comfortable  build- 
ings, adequately  equipped  and  well  taught. 

The  prize  offered  to  the  school  having  the  highest  percentage  of 
attendance  for  the  year  was  awarded  to  the  Sciota  Vale  schoo], 
taught  by  Miss  Mildred  Buck.  This  school  attained  the  high  per- 
centage of  98.2  per  cent. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  again  to  thank  the  Department  for  its 
many  courtesies.  Directors  have  been  efficient,  teachers  have  been 
faithful,  patrons  have  been  kindly  sympathetic  and  the  press  has 
been  most  generous.  For  the  many  kindnesses  we  have  received  we 
are  grateful.  To  the  co-operation  of  a  sympathetic  community  and  an 
enthusiastic  teaching  body  we  "^ould  attribute  whatever  of  success 
we  may  have  attained. 


SUSQUEHANNA   COUNTY— Geo.   A.   Stearns. 


A  few  failures  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  epidemics  of  measles  and 
scarlet  fever  in  some  localities,  have  hindered  the  work  in  a  few 
districts. 

As  a  whole,  however,  the  year  has  been  one  of  fairly  good  progress. 

Local  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings  were  held  at  Jackson,  Flynn, 
Auburn,  Rush,  Gibson,  Herrick  Centre,  iLenoxville,  Montrose  and  Sus- 
quehanna. The  regular  County  Assdiiation  meetings  were  held  at 
Hop  Bottom  and  Hallstead. 
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Most  of  these  meetings  were  well  attended  by  not  only  teachers,  but 
by  the  citizens  of  the  comniiinity,  thus  evidencing  a  mnch  better  pub- 
lic sentiment  than  formerly. 

The  school  boards  of  Hartford,  Brooklj'n  and  Auburn,  held  monthly 
meetings  with  their  teachers,  and  subjects  of  school  interest  were  dis- 
cussed. 

This  has  been  a  distinctive  feature  with  the  Bartford  board  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  has  been  termed  "The  Hartford  Plan."  It  is  recom- 
mended to  all. 

\\'hile  a  few  more  buildings  have  been  repaired  and  painted,  there 
are  still  a  number  that  have  a  dilapidated  and  unattractive  appear- 
ance. Also  some  outbuildings  are  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and  are 
a  source  of  moral  degeneracy. 

Teachers,  directors  and  the  public  in  general,  should  work  together 
to  create  among  ]»upils  a  better  sentiment  for  their  proper  care. 

We  are  still  urging  better  work  in  reading,  language  and  arithme- 
tic, and  last  year  we  joined  the  crusade  for  better  penmanshi}). 

Most  teachers  showed  a  live  interest  in  this  work,  and  took  ii  nj) 
with  a  definiteness  that  will  bring  results. 

School  boards  should  give  their  liberal  support  to  this  work  and  not 
liesitate  to  provide  suitable  material  for  it. 

The  result  of  the  rural  school  examinations  for  high  school  entrance 
impressed  us  with  both  pleasure  and  disappointment.  Pleasure  be- 
cause an  unusually  large  number  evidenced  a  desire  for  more  ad- 
vanced work.  But  the  large  percentage  of  failures  was  a  source  of 
disappointment,  and  should  cause  every  one  who  is  at  all  interested 
in  the  work,  to  consider  seriously  the  remedy  for  so  many  failures 
f.nd  disappointments.  We  believe  that  too  many  teachers  fail  to 
realize  that  a  reasonable  degree  of  thoroughness  in  a  few  of  the  es- 
sentials is  better  than  a  smattering  of  much. 

This  leads  us  to  emphasize  again  the  importance  of  more  thorough 
supervision. 

We  observe  in  this  resi)ect,  that  the  County  Institute  cost  the  tax 
payers  of  Susquehanna  county  |4,500.  We  fully  believe  that,  should 
the  State  ajjpropriate  an  equal  amount  for  Supervisors,  far  greater 
direct  results  would  be  apparent.  ^Ve  do  not  make  this  statement 
with  any  disparaging  thought  of  the  institute  work,  but  from  a 
sincere  ccmviction  that  the  State  could  well  afford  to  duplicate  the 
amount  for  such  supervision. 

The  four  years  of  high  school  inspection,  limited  though  it  has 
been,  has  brought  about  marked  improvement  as  a  whole.  Far  more 
can  be  achieved  by  a  closer  supervision  of  the  work  below  high  schools. 

In  several  districts,  the  subject  of  agriculture  is  being  taught  in  a 
rather  ])erfunctory  way.    In  some  cases  a  live  interest  is  manifested ; 
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but  in  too  many  instances  onr  teachers  lack  the  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm required  for  genuine  success.  They  need  special  training  in 
this  subject  to  bring  about  the  real  object  of  its  study. 

We  believe  that  the  State  should  provide  a  number  of  purely  agri- 
cultural schools,  conducted  entirely  upon  practical  lines. 

State  College  and  the  National  Agricultural  .schools  should  do  the 
experimenting,  but  we  should  have  schools  of  two  year  courses  where 
boys  from  our  two  year  high  schools  could  woi-k  for  their  board  under 
scientific  instruction  in  animal  husbandry,  fruit  growing,  etc. 

We  anticipate  that  our  normal  schools,  Avith  their  present  four  year 
courses,  will  reduce  to  their  minimum  the  number  of  teachers  who  are 
])oorly  prejtared  in  the  common  branches. 

With  every  Normal  now  ovei-cr(»wded,  we  believe  that  a  more 
thorough  weeding  out  of  the  uni)repared  can  be  practiced. 

When  the  management  of  evei-y  normal  school  has  reached  a  lieight 
where  the  vision  is  not  o))scured  by  the  nundjer  of  dollars  net  income 
of  the  school,  but  can  enjoy  the  broader  view  of  (jnality  of  graduates 
as  well  as  quantity,  Ave  shall  see  suri)risingly  rapid  ]»rogress  in  our 
school  work.     Mav  that  time  be  hastened. 


TJOOA  COUNTY— E.  A.  Ketan. 


The  first  year  of  the  present  administration  closes  Avith  much  ac 
complished  for  the  advancement  of  the  schools  of  the  county.  The 
course  of  study  prei)ared  by  the  Department  Avas  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  teachers  of  the  rural  schools  at  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year  and  they  Avere  asked  to  take  immediate  stej)S  toAvard  grading  the 
rural  schools  ol'  the  county.  They  were  also  instructed  that  exami- 
nations for  llie  eiglitli  grade  pujjils  Avould  be  held  under  the  super- 
visi(jn  of  the  County  Sujierintendent,  at  the  close  of  the  school  year, 
and  that  common  school  diplomas  Avould  l)e  granted  to  all  attaining  a 
certain  standard.  The  teachers  heartily  co-operated  Avith  me  in  this 
innoA'ation  and  diplomas  Avere  granted  to  lOo  applicants.  (Jreater 
interest  is  anticipated  next  year  as  the  teachers  and  pupils  better 
understand  the  purpose  of  the  course.  From  personal  obserA'ation 
and  from  reports  of  teachers  and  others  interested  in  the  schools,  it 
is  evident  that  the  course  has  proA^ed  a  success,  and  Ave  look  for  a 
better  classification,  pupils  renmining  longer  in  school,  gi-eater  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  the  parents  and  more  systematic  Avork  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers,  as  inevitable  results  of  its  introduction. 
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Much  interest  was  created  iu  spelling  through  a  county  contest. 
The  county  papers  printed  each  week  fifty  words  and  at  the  close  of 
the  school  year,  each  rural  school  selected  its  three  best  spellers 
to  represent  it  in  a  district  contest.  Winners  of  the  district  con- 
test entered  the  county  contest,  Miss  Seymour  of  Sullivan  township 
and  Miss  S'hwab  of  Elk  township  were  the  winners  of  the  prizes,  the 
former  a  gold  watch  and  the  latter  a  silver  watch. 

The  plan  of  awarding  certificates  to  those  pupils  who  were  neither 
tardy  nor  absent  during  the  school  year  was  continued  and  more  than 
a  thousand  certificates  were  granted. 

Our  county  institute,  which  was  held  at  Wellsboro,  November  13th 
to  17th,  was  pronounced  by  all  to  be  very  successful.  Among  the 
day  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Lexington,  Ky. ;  State  Supt. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer;  Supt.  James  Coughliu,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  Miss 
Eleanor  Larrison,  Chicago;  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  Mansfield  State  Normal 
School,  and  High  School  Inspector  C.  D.  Koch,  Harrisburg.  Prof. 
Kobert  McDowell  of  Pittsburg  was  in  charge  of  the  music.  The  even- 
ing attractions  consisted  of  Montaville  Flowers,  Hon.  E.  H.  Hoch,  The 
Dunbar  Musical  Company  and  Dr.  P^dward  Amherst  Ott.  The  even- 
ing entertainments  proved  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  courses  ever 
brought  before  an  institute  in  our  county. 

The  Directors'  Association  was  held  during  the  week  of  the  in- 
stitute, one  hundred  and  fifteen  directors  being  enrolled.  Interesting 
addresses  were  made  by  Inspector  Koch,  ex-sheriff  E.  B.  Dorsett  of 
Tioga  county,  Supt.  Charles  Lose  of  Wllliamsport,  Supt.  Coughliu 
and  State  Supt.  Schaeffer.  C.  J.  Beach  of  Mansfield  and  J.  E.  Harvey 
of  Westfield  gave  interesting  reports  of  the  State  Convention  of 
School  Directors.  It  would  be  impossible  to  find  men  better  equipped 
to  address  a  directors'  convention  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  say 
that  the  sessions  proved  very  profitable  to  the  directors  in  attendance. 

Sixteen  educational  meetings  were  held  at  various  central  points 
in  the  county,  excellent  programs  were  prepared  by  the  several 
committees  in  charge,  and  the  teachers,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
performed  the  work  that  was  assigned  them.  These  meetings  are  a 
potent  factor  in  the  work  of  the  school  and  do  much  to  create  a 
good  educational  sentiment  in  the  communities  in  which  they  are 
held. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  schools  the  principals  and  teach- 
ers of  the  high  schools  of  the  county  were  called  together  to  meet 
with  High  School  Inspector  Koch.  This  meeting  proved  to  be  of  so 
much  interest  that  Inspector  Koch  was  asked  to  visit  the  county 
institute  to  again  discuss  the  problems  of  the  high  school  with  the 
same  teachers. 

An  organization  of  the  principals  was  perfected  which  will  no 
doubt  prove  a  valuable  agency  in  the  educational  work  of  our  county. 
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Among  the  most  notable  improvements  of  the  year  are  the  following: 
the  directors  of  Tioga  borough  and  Tioga  township  have  entered  into 
a  contract  by  which  a  joint  school  is  to  be  established  at  Tioga 
borough.  The  school  building  is  being  repaired  at  an  expense  of 
several  thousand  dollars  and  provision  is  being  made  for  the  school 
ing  of  the  children  of  both  districts  and  the  establishment  of  a 
high  school  of  the  second  grade.  Richmond  to^vnship  and  Mansfield 
borough  have  also  entered  into  an  agreement  by  which  at  least  nine 
rural  schools  are  to  be  closed,  the  pupils  transported  to  Mansfield 
and  a  high  school  of  the  first  grade  maintained.  Liberty  borough 
built  an  addition  to  its  school  building,  provided  a  steam  heating 
plant,  and  maintained  a  very  successful  high  school  of  the  third 
grade. 

Upon  looking  over  the  reports  from  the  teachers  of  the  rural 
schools,  I  find  that  additions  were  made  to  the  libraries  of  many 
of  the  schools  and  in  some  instances  libraries  were  established, 
book-cases,  pictures,  maps  and  two  organs  were  also  purchased. 
The  funds  for  these  purchases  were  provided  by  socials  and  entertain- 
ments under  the  direction  of  the  teachers. 

Every  school  in  the  county  with  the  exception  of  two  which  were 
closed  on  account  of  sickness  Avas  visited  and  many  schools  were 
visited  twice  and  a  few  three  times.  Four  hundred  and  seventeen 
difl'erent  visits  were  made  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  winter. 

In  conclusion  of  this  my  first  report,  I  desire  to  thank  the  press, 
teachers,  directors  and  citizens  throughout  the  county  for  their 
assistance  and  co-operation;  also  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  its  aid  and  many  courtesies. 


UNION  COUNTY— Wni.  W.  Spigelmyer. 


Another  year's  work  in  the  schools  of  the  county  is  ended  and  we 
are  called  to  make  a  report  of  the  work  done  during  the  year.  From 
start  to  finish  it  was  a  very  busy  one  from  the  Superintendent's  point 
of  view.  Time  and  effort  have  not  been  spared  to  make  the  year  suc- 
cessful and  thus  make  the  schools  a  more  efficient  agency  for  the 
develo])ment  of  a  higher  citizenship. 

The  individual  teacher  has  been  studied,  in  his  preparation,  his 
love  for  the  work,  his  love  for  children  and  his  motive  that  prompts 
him  to  teach.  By  this  study  many  revelations  have  been  made.  Many 
of  the  teachers  have  been  underestimated  while  a  few  have  been  over- 
estimated and  a  motive  which  I  find  entirely  too  general  that  of 
1« 
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using  the  profession  as  a  stepping-  stone  to  a  more  lucrative  position 
prevails.  This  has  caused  a  great  loss  to  our  county  in  the  past ;  many 
of  our  very  best  teachers  leave  ys.  May  the  day  soon  dawn,  when 
teachers  shall  receive  a  salary  which  is  more  commensurate  with 
their  labors  and  thus  hold  them  in  the  profession. 

The  rural  schools  are  greatly  handicapped  by  the  continual  chang- 
ing of  teachers,  year  after  year,  which  has  a  tendency  to  check  the 
educational  gi-owth  of  the  child,  even  though  the  new  teacher  may  be 
as  good  as  the  old — too  frec^uently  however,  the  beginner  takes  the 
place  of  the  experienced  teacher.  Thus  the  matter  of  experimenting 
goes  on  from  time  to  time,  while  the  child  for  whom  the  school  is 
intended,  is  the  object  on  wliom  the  experiment  is  made.  The  dawn 
of  a  better  day  has  a[)])eared.  I  have  noticed  that  the  best  communi- 
ties in  districts  generally  get  the  very  best  teachers  while  communi- 
ties which  need  the  best,  get  the  poorest  or  the  beginners.  Speed 
the  day  when  each  boy  or  girl  in  the  district  shall  have  as  good 
advantages  as  any  other  boy  or  girl  in  the  same  district. 

Among  the  several  agencies  at  work  which  have  increased  educa- 
tional activity  which  I  wish  to  mention  are: 

Parent  and  Teachers'  Association — This  was  organized  in  Lewis- 
burg  and  has  held  regular  meetings  during  the  year  to  which  the 
public  was  invited.     The  influence  of  the  work  is  already  felt. 

The  Civic  Club — This  is  an  organization  in  the  same  town,  of  the 
most  progressive  ladies  of  the  town,  whose  ambition  is  to  make  their 
town  cleaner  and  better  in  every  way;  hence  their  influence  is  also 
felt  along  educational  lines.  They  have  in  mind  the  beautifying  of 
play  grounds.  They  have  planned  to  make  them  just  as  attractiv^e 
as  they  can  be  made.  Through  their  efforts  a  ])ublic  play  ground  has 
been  secured  and  is  being  e(iuipi»ed  which  is  indeed  a  monument  to 
any  town. 

Local  Institutes — Five  of  these  educational  meetings  were  held  in 
the  county  during  the  year.  The  attendance  was  large,  tlie  discussions 
were  spirited  and  all  the  new  phases  of  school  work  were  presented 
by  able  si)eakers.  l^^ducational  sessions  were  held  at  the  Farmers' 
Institutes  during  the  year. 

Farmers'  Clubs — These  clul)S  meet  every  two  weeks  in  the  school 
house  in  the  several  districts  in  which  they  are  organized.  These 
meetings  have  been  very  helpful  in  creating  a  better  public  sentiment. 
State  College  has  sent  some  of  her  very  best  respresentatives  to 
these  meetings,  to  lecture  on  some  of  the  vital  subjects  which  touch 
the  farm.  I  find  these  clubs  have  largely  broken  down  the  prejudice 
which  existed  to  some  extent  in  some  localities,  toward  the  study  of 
agriculture  in  the  rural  schools. 

Teachers'  Institute — The  Fifty-Sixth  Annual  Institute  was  held 
in  the  MiflHinburg  high  school  auditorium,  December  18  to  22.     All 
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the  teachers  of  the  cuimty  were  present.  The  interest  shown  by  the 
teachers  gave  the  Superintendent  much  encouragement.  The  instruct- 
ors all  seemed  to  have  just  the  right  message  for  the  teachers;  when 
both  work  together  results  are  sure  to  follow.  1  found  many  of  the 
things  suggested  during  institute  in  use  in  many  of  the  schools  of  the 
county,  the  best  evidence  that  the  institute  was  a  success.  The  in- 
structors were  of  the  very  best.  Dr.  Andrew  T.  Smith,  Manslield 
State  Normal;  Dr.  Stanley  L.  Krebs,  Swarthmore,  Pa.;  Supt.  I).  A. 
Uarmau,  Ilazleton  and  Supt.  W.  W.  Evans  of  Columbia  county,  while 
Ivev.  Porsey  N.  Miller  of  Montoursville  led  the  music.  Mrs.  Miller 
ably  presided  at  the  piano.  The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments 
were  well  attended  and  greatly  appreciated.  Monday  evening  the 
Annual  Teachers'  reception  was  held  in  the  high  school  room,  and 
as  usual  proved  a  very  pleasant  occasion.  Dr.  Stanley  L.  Krebs 
delivered  his  splendid  lecture  "Bouncing  the  Bliies,"  a  fine  lecture 
for  Superintendents  and  teachers.  Wednesday  evening,  Dr.  Gabriel 
McGuire  delivered  his  lecture  on  ^'Darkest  Africa,"  which  Avas  both 
entertaining  and  instructive.  The  Peterson  Sisters  furnished  the 
entertainment  on  Thursday  evening. 

Teachers'  Association— Two  meetings  were  held  during  the  year, 
one  at  Lewisburg  and  the  other  at  New  Berlin,  at  both  meetings  ex- 
cellent programs  were  rendered.  The  teachers  in  the  several  districts 
are  also  organized  and  meet  from  time  to  time  to  work  over  plans 
for  more  progressive  work  in  their  respective  districts.  Quite  fre- 
quently the  boards  meet  with  the  teachers. 

Directors'  Convention — This  convention  met  at  Lewisburg  in  the 
court  house  for  (me  day  session  January  30th.  More  than  tw^o-third 
of  the  dii-ectors  of  the  county  were  present.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer 
was  the  speaker  of  the  day.  He  gave  us  two  practical  as  well  as 
helpful  talks,  while  your  humble  servant  figured  as  a  lesser  gun  and 
fired  at  shorter  range. 

Union  county  can  noAV  boast  that  she  numbers  among  her  directors 
two  women,  who  in  every  phase  of  their  new  duties,  have  performed 
them  with  abilitiy;  in  fact  it  would  be  hard  to  find  more  progressive 
directors  anywhere  tlian  these  ladies  have  proven  themselves. 

Graduating  Exercises — Buffalo,  White  Deer  and  Kelly  townships 
held  graduating  exercises,  which  were  well  attended.  These  exercises 
from  year  to  year  have  done  much  to  create  a  more  lively  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education.  Lewisburg  and  MifHinburg  high  schools 
botli  graduated  classes  which  reflected  much  credit  to  their  instruct- 
ors. Hartley  township  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  three.  The 
high  schools  of  Lewis  and  Gregg  townships  had  no  graduating  classes 
owing  io  changes  in  their  courses  of  study. 
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Examinations  for  eightli  grade  pupils  were  held  iu  ditfereut  sections 
of  the  county.  Sixty-seven  were  granted  the  high  school  entrance 
certificate. 

Four  examinations  were  held  for  provisional  certificates  and  forty- 
three  applicants  were  examined,  seven  of  whom  were  rejected.  All 
the  teachers  who  held  professional  certificates  were  asked  to  come  into 
the  professional  exam'ination  and  take  examinations  in  English 
and  American  literature,  physical  geography,  Seeley's  New  School 
Management  and  Colgrove's,  The  Teacher  and  the  School.  Six  appli- 
cants were  examined  and  granted  certificates.  I  found  that  the 
teachers  have  been  doiug  the  work  willingly  and  well  that  has  been 
planned  for  them.  We  are  doing  all  we  can  to  have  those  who  hold 
professional  certificates  to  take  the  examination  for  permanent 
State  certificates. 

Mifflinburg  high  school  has  added  another  teacher  to  its  force. 
Bucknell  University  has  had  a  most  successful  year.  Large  classes 
were  graduated  from  all  her  departments. 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  the  Code  has  worked  fine  in  our  county. 
Things  are  definite  which  makes  it  so  much  better  for  all  concerned. 
It  is  hoped  that  still  more  success  shall  crown  the  educational  efl'orts 
everywhere. 

To  all  who  iu  auy  Avay  helped  the  cause  of  education  iu  our  county, 
we  say  "Thank  You." 


VENAA^GO  COUNTY— Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


May  18,  1911  is  an  important  date  in  Pennsylvania  school  history. 
The  new  school  law  is  working  well  with  us  in  almost  every  point, 
and  in  the  county  is  giving  generally  very  good  satisfaction.  If  the 
long  discussions  of  this  proposed  law  and  the  provisions  of  it  as 
finally  passed  have  not  already  aftected  the  instruction  in  the  schools 
directly,  it  has  affected  the  administration  of  these  schools  in  many 
ways.  It  has  changed  to  an  astonishing  degree  the  membership  of 
the  school  boards  of  the  county.  One-fourth  of  our  school  boards  are 
composed  entirely  of  newly  elected  members,  while  only  two  school 
boards  are  composed  entirelj^  of  members  re-elected.  Two-thirds  of  our 
school  directors  are  newly  elected. 

The  policy  of  administration  followed  in  previous  years  was  con- 
tinued this  year,  i.  e.  an  efl'ort  to  secure  a  closer  co-operation  among 
the  various  school  factors,  teachers,  directors,  parents  and  pupils. 
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Valuable  assistance  was  given  in  this  effort  by  the  County  Institute, 
the  Directors'  Convention,  Local  Institutes,  Patrons'  Day,  the  pulpit 
and  the  press. 

The  greatest  problem  we  have  is  to  secure  and  retain  good  teachers. 
Our  school  officials  are  making  every  possible  effort  on  this  problem. 
In  1905,  11  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  were  Normal  school  graduates; 
in  1910,  this  class  of  teachers  had  been  increased  to  28  per  cent.; 
in  1911,  to  32  per  cent.  Out  of  the  whole  number  of  applicants  for 
teachers  certificates  in  this  county  this  year,  48^  per  cent,  were  re- 
fused. Only  one-third  of  our  teachers  this  year  were  teaching  on 
provisional  certificates  and  less  than  16  per  cent,  including  all  classes 
of  certificates  who  had  no  previous  experience  in  teaching. 

The  great  problem  of  keeping  children  in  school  is  a  difficult  one. 
Our  school  officials  make  a  faithful  effort  to  do  their  whole  duty  in 
this  particular  and  with  very  encouraging  results.  In  those  districts 
where  the  parents  are  the  most  intelligent,  the  teachers  the  most 
efficient  and  the  school  directors  the  most  tactful  the  attendance  is 
the  best  and  the  compulsory  law  the  least  often  mentioned.  Many 
of  our  school  boards  solve  this  problem  by  substituting  a  good  teacher 
for  a  poor  one.  We  are  gaining  in  the  point  of  keeping  the  children 
in  school  as  indicated  by  the  following:  In  1912  the  common  schools 
graduated  269  pupils  as  against  238  in  1911 ;  the  high  schools  grad- 
uated in  1912  123  as  against  87  in  1911. 

Our  high  schools  are  creating  a  good  school  interest  over  the 
county,  probably  doing  more  than  any  other  one  factor  in  this  parti- 
cular. The  high  schools  have  been  greatly  improved  by  the  State 
Inspection.  Every  one  of  our  thirteen  high  schools  was  approved 
by  the  High  School  Inspectors. 

In  1910,  24.4  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  the  State  were  male  teach- 
ers; for  A'enango  county  for  the  same  year,  25.4  per  cent,  were  male 
teachers.  In  1905,  in  the  county  we  had  66  male  teachers;  in  1906, 
66;  in  1907,  61;  in  1908,  66;  in  1909,  62;  in  1910,  59;  in  1911,  58. 

In  1910,  the  average  salary  paid  in  the  State  for  male  teachers  was 
163.43 ;  for  the  county  the  same  year  $65.70.  For  female  teachers  in 
the  State  |47.47 ;  in  the  county,  $47.29.  The  average  length  of  school 
term  for  the  State  in  1910  was  8.49  months;  for  the  county,  7.47 
months.  Comparing  our  county  with  the  six  counties  bordering  us 
we  find  that  only  one  pays  its  teachers  a  higher  average  salary  than 
we  do;  three  of  them  have  a  higher  percentage  of  attendance;  one  a 
longer  school  term;  two  of  them  that  pay  more  per  month  to  school 
the  children;  three  that  lev;\^  a  higher  school  tax. 

One  of  the  weakest  places  in  our  school  work  has  been  the  meager 
and  indefinite  records  left  of  the  work  done  from  year  to  year.  The 
most  important  event  in  the  schools  of  this  county  for  the  year,  if 
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not  in  their  entire  history,  was  the  action  uf  tlie  school  directors  in 
adopting  a  uniform  recoid  ))lank  for  everv  school  in  the  county.  This 
blank  is  very  compreliensive  and  furnishes  all  the  necessary  informa- 
tion concerning  tlie  year's  work.  The  results  for  the  first  year  are 
excellent,  and  if  they  continue  so,  we  shall  give  a  detailed  report  of 
this  matter  in  a  future  report. 

At  our  Directors'  Convention  on  January  18  and  19,  1912,  w^e 
had  the  help  of  Superintendent  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  who  discussed 
and  explained  the  new  school  law.  Tliis  })roved  ver^^  beneficial  to  our 
school  directors  and  this  meeting  and  Dr.  Schaeffer's  work  is  in 
a  large  measure  responsible  for  the  favorable  attitude  of  our  county 
toward  the  new  school  law.  In  addition  to  this  feature  of  the  meet- 
ing, the  convention  adopted  two  important  resolutions:  one  recom- 
mending the  various  school  boards  to  require  their  teachers  to 
observe  the  proper  length  of  midterm  vacation  jieriod  for  their 
schools,  not  to  shorten  the  sessions  of  their  schools  any  day  1)ut  to 
teach  the  full  time  beginning  at  9  a.  m.,  and  closing  al  4  p.  m. ;  the 
other  resolution  forbidding  teachers  to  allow  agents  to  canvass  them 
on  the  school  premises. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  at 
Franklin,  December  18-22,  1912.  The  following  were  the  -day  in- 
structors: Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Supt.  Tl.  B.  Teitrick, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Frank  W.  Hays,  Grove  City,  Pa.:  Pev,  Robert 
B.  Beattie,  Franklin,  Pa.  and  Prof.  David  Ross,  Toronto,  Canada. 
The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Hon.  Frank  J.  Cannon, 
Alfred  Tennyson  Dickens  and  the  Dunbar  Concert  Company. 


WAREEN  COUNTY— C.  S.  Knapp. 


jn  comparing  the  school  Avork  of  the  various  districts  of  Warren 
county  for  the  school  year  1911-1912  with  that  of  the  jjrevious  year, 
1  find  a  general  improvement  in  conditions  throughout  the  whole 
county.  The  average  attendance  has  been  much  higher  than  it  was 
the  year  before.  This  is  due  mostly  to  the  fact  that  few  cases  of  con- 
tagious diseases  have  appeared  and  that  these  cases  were  in  the 
majority  of  instances  quickly  quarantined,  thus  preventing  a  general 
epidemic.  The  inspiration  given  by  having  the  county  institute  be- 
fore the  opening  of  schools  incited  the  teachers  to  their  best  efforts. 
This  with  regular  attendance,  has  raised  the  general  standard  of  the 
schools  considered  from  the  point  of  work  accomplished. 
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County  Institute. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  the  week  of  August  28,  1911.  Three 
hundred  sixteen  of  the  three  hundred  twenty-one  teachers  of  the 
county  were  enrolled.  Two  were  excused  on  account  of  sickness, 
and  three  were  fined  according  to  law  for  absence  without  sufficient 
excuse.  The  instructors  for  the  week  were:  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes, 
Dr.  C.  II.  Gordinier,  Dr.  Henry  Sanford,  Miss  Maude  Willis,  Prof. 
C.  D.  Koch  and  Prof.  A.  J.  Mooney.  The  evening  attractions  were: 
Reno  li.  Welbourn,  Scientific  Lecturer;  Miss  Maude  Willis  in  "Every- 
woman"  and  Miss  Gertrude  PI  MacWhirk  in  "Chantecler,"  The  day 
attendance  was  almost  perfect,  the  evening  numbers  were  fairly  Avell 
patronized  and  the  institute  as  a  whole  was  pronounced  a  decided 
success. 

High  School  Teachers'  Association. 

During  institute  week  a  Principals  and  High  School  Teachers' 
Association  was  formed  with  Supt.  1\.  T.  Adams  of  the  Warren  schools 
as  president.  Several  interesting  and  profitable  meetings  were  held 
during  the  year.  They  were  well  attended.  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch  was 
present  and  addressed  one  of  the  meetings. 

Directors'  Convention. 

.  The  annual  convention  of  school  directors  was  held  in  the  audito 
rium  of  the  ^^'arren  Conservatory  of  Music,  Thursday,  January  25th, 
1912.  More  than  one  hundred  directors  were  present.  The  session 
lasted  until  dark.  Every  director  present  seemed  greatly  interested 
in  the  subjects  presented  for  discussion.  The  work  of  the  day  has 
already  produced  good  results  all  over  the  county.  Schools  have  been 
centralized  for  the  coming  year.  Carpenters  and  painters  are  at 
work  in  many  districts  improving  the  sanitary  conditions  and  general 
appearance  of  the  school  property,  school  terms  have  been  lengthened 
and  maps,  globes  and  other  accessories  to  a  good  school  have  been 
purchased  as  never  before.  Directors  have  been  more  careful  in  in- 
sj)ecting  certificates  and  in  looking  up  past  records  of  teachers  for 
their  schools  for  the  coming  year.  All  seem  anxious  to  secure  only  the 
best  teachers  for  all  the  schools. 

Speakers  who  addressed  the  convention  other  than  directors  were: 
High  School  Inspector,  C.  D.  Koch,  Supt.  I.  H.  Russell,  Erie  County 
and  Prof.  Edwin  II.  Lee,  Allegheny  College. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year:  C.  J. 
Gibson,  Sheffield,  President ;  J.  C.  Goal,  Clarend(m  and  C.  E.  Ruland, 
Conewago,  Vice  Presidents;  Willislon  P.  Wood,  Grand  Valley,  Secre- 
tary and  Gust  Tlielin,  Glade,  Treasurer.  George  PI  Colvin,  Warren, 
Dr.  II.  II.  Keller,  Pine  Grove  and  Supt.  C.  S.  Knapp  were  elected 
delegates  to  the  State  Convention. 
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The  meetings  were  thought  to  be  of  so  much  good  to  the  schools 
that  it  was  voted  to  hold  a  two  day  session  the  coming  year. 

Teachers'  Certificates. 

Eleven  examinations  were  held  during  the  year.  Eighty-three  pro- 
visional and  twenty-seven  professional  certificates  were  issued,  and 
thirty-seven  applicants  were  refused  certificates.  Eight  teachers  of 
the  county  secured  permanent  certificates. 

Eighth  Grade  Graduates. 

The  largest  class  in  many  years  graduated  in  the  eighth  grade.  One 
hundred  sixty-one  secured  the  Common  School  Diplomas.  We  feel 
that  this  is  a  good  record  as  several  of  the  larger  towns  did  not  give 
the  county  examination  as  they  still  had  about  six  weeks  of  school 
and  the  reviews  had  not  yet  been  completed.  The  most  of  these 
eighth  grade  graduates  will  enter  their  home  high  schools  or  attend 
the  high  school  of  some  neighboring  district.  That  they  make  good  is 
verified  by  the  fact  that  three  of  four  graduates  in  the  classical  course 
of  the  Warren  high  school  the  past  year  were  pupils  from  country 
districts.  It  is  not  believed,  however,  that  auy  of  these  three  will 
enter  college. 

Change  of  Boards. 

By  reason  of  the  election  held  last  November  several  districts 
elected  an  entire  uew  board,  while  several  other  districts  elected  two 
or  three  new  members.  This  made  considerable  extra  office  work  for 
the  Superintendent  as  the  new  members  seemed  anxious  to  become 
acquainted  with  their  various  duties.  The  '"Codes"  were  not  ready 
for  general  distribution,  thus  necessitating  much  correspondence, 
and  many  appointments  for  personal  interviews. 

We  feel  that. all  who  are  connected  with  the  schools  of  Warren 
county  are  deeply  interested  in  the  work  and  we  look  forward  to 
still  better  results  the  coming  year. 


WASHINGTON   COUNTY— L.   E.   Crumrine. 


The  educational  progress  made  during  the  year  compares  favor- 
ably with  that  made  during  preceding  years.  While  the  work  along 
some  lines  did  not  reach  the  desired  standard,  yet  on  the  whole,  com- 
mendable progress  has  been  made.    It  has  been  a  year  of  honest,  pain- 
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taking  work  on  the  part  of  directors  and  teachers.  Our  teachers  are 
showing  more  of  a  professional  spirit,  and  are  making  greater  efforts 
to  improve  their  own  qualifications  and  to  advance  the  pupils 
under  their  instruction.  The  interest  on  the  part  of  directors  in  their 
convention  work,  the  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  in  the 
institute  work,  the  zeal  and  energy  with  which  the  great  majority  of 
teachers  endeavored  to  discharge  their  duties  in  the  schoolroom,  and 
the  co-operation  given  by  most  of  our  patrons,  indicate  the  lines 
along  which  progress  has  been  made. 

The  educational  meetings  of  the  year  were  representative  of  the 
spirit  of  progress  in  the  communities  in  which  they  were  held.  In 
most  cases  they  contributed  in  no  small  degree  towards  making  the 
schools  better  and  the  school  sentiment  more  progressive.  The  Prin- 
cipals' Round  Table  of  our  county  had  one  of  the  most  successful 
years  in  the  history  of  the  organization.  Four  meetings  were  held 
during  the  year.  The  large  attendance  and  the  interest  manifested 
by  our  principals  and  high  school  teachers  by  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  work  or  organization  has  never  been  surpassed.  Inspiring, 
helpful  addresses  were  made  by  Supt.  Samuel  Hamilton  of  Allegheny 
county,  Dr.  Henry  W.  Temple  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College 
and  W.  R.  Rynearson,  director  of  the  Pittsburgh  high  schools. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  Decem- 
ber 18th.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  present,  except  12,  and 
seemed  to  be  enthused  over  the  work.  We  had  engaged  for  the  day 
instruction  one  of  the  most  competent  corps  of  instructors  that  it  is 
possiible  to  engage,  and  the  teachers  were  delighted  with  their  work. 
The  following  instructors  were  present:  Hon.  H.  R.  Pattengill,  Prof. 
H.  S.  Hertzog,  Dr.  Robert  J.  Aley,  Supt.  W.  M.  Peirce,  Dr.  William 
E.  Chancellor,  Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  Miss  Beatrice  AVeller. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  during  the  week  of  the  county 
institute  and  over  one  hundred  fifty  directors  of  the  county  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  to  attend  this  convention  and  also  the 
county  institute.     Live  topics  were  discussed  by  local  directors. 

The  directors  appreciated  the  able  address  made  by  Prof.  Hertzog 
on  "Medical  Inspection''  and  the  presentation  of  drawing  by  Miss 
Weller.  It  is  believed  that  a  much  larger  percentage  of  the  districts 
of  the  county  will  vote  for  Medical  Inspection  next  year. 

During  the  j'ear  Ellsworth  borough,  Canton  township  and  North 
Charleroi  each  erected  a  handsome  school  building.  These  buildings 
are  eight  roomed  brick  structures  and  contain  all  the  appointments 
and  facilities  of  modernly  equipped  houses.  West  Bethlehem  erected 
a  four  roomed  building,  located  on  a  conmianding  site  overlooking  the 
town  of  Scenery  Hill  and  the  Pigeon  Creek  Valley.  The  upper  story 
of  the  building  is  used  by  the  high  school  recently  established  in  the 
township.     A  new  frame  building  was  built  in  Hanover  township. 
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The  eight  roomed  brick  building-  to  take  the  place  of  one  destroyed 
by  fire  in  Claysville  borough,  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  the  opening 
of  the  fall  term  of  school.  One  new  building  was  erected  in  Chartiers 
township. 

The  other  changes  made  in  school  propertj-  in  the  year  were  con- 
fined to  remodeling  and  improving  old  buildings  and  enlarging  school 
grounds.  Here  and  there  houses  were  painted,  porches  built,  walks 
laid,  trees  planted,  cellars  cemented  and  converted  into  basements 
for  recreation  in  bad  weather. 

A  very  important  move  was  inaugurated  by  a  number  of  districts  by 
installing  a  new  heating  and  ventilating  system  for  one  roomed 
schools.  In  general,  the  system  has  been  successful,  and  we  hope 
the  time  will  soon  come  Avlien  the  old  stove  will  be  a  thing  of  the 
past.  An  innovation  of  the  year  was  the  provision  made  by  Center- 
ville  borough  for  free  transportation  for  high  school  pupils.  The 
plan  was  most  satisfactory  and  will  be  continued  another  year. 

To  stimulate  punctuality  in  attendance,  a  "Certificate  of  Award" 
was  offered  to  all  pupils  who  Avere  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during 
the  term.  Teachers  have  reported  900  pupils,  entitled  to  receive  such 
certificates. 

The  classes  which  were  graduated  from  dift'erent  high  schools  this 
spring  were  larger  this  year  than  the  precding  year;  and  so  also 
were  the  classes  examined  for  township  graduation  and  entrance  into 
the  difiernt  high  schools.  With  one  exception  our  high  schools  have 
done  commendable  woi-k.  >Vest  Bethlehem  established  a  high  school 
last  year,  bringing  the  nund)er  up  to  23  in  the  county. 

We  are  preparing  a  program  for  a  school  of  methods  to  be  held 
in  Washington,  August  '27-'2S,  11)12.  All  teachers  of  the  county  having 
one  year's  ex])erience  or  less  will  be  expected  to  attend. 

The  year  has  been  a  busy  one  but  highly  enjoyed.  We  wish  to 
express  our  appreciation  for  the  many  courtesies  shown  us  by  the 
teachers,  directors,  press  and  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


WAYNE  (JOT'NTY— J.  J.  Koehler. 


The  school  work  of  the  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  with  an 
earnest  etfort  to  j)rogress  on  the  part  of  a  great  majority  of  our 
teachers.  They  have  shown  a  spirit  of  co-operation  which  distin- 
guishes this  year's  work  from  the  work  of  previous  years  in 
several  school  districts  the  teachers  held  monthly  or  bi-weekly  meet- 
ings to  study  standard  works  on  pedagogy  and  methods,  and  to 
discuss  the  everyday   problems   of  school   work.      Our   district    in- 
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stitutes  and  local  educational  meetings  were  well  attended  by  the 
teachers,  and  in  several  instances  by  the  public.  No  teachers  hesi- 
tated to  lake  an  active  part.  A  special  effort  was  made  at  each  of 
those  meetiiiiis  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  jounger  teachers  the 
importance  of  primaj*y  work.  Our  best  primary  teachers  presented 
methods  and  dcAices  actually  applied  in  their  school  rooms,  and  in 
several  i)laccs  class  work  was  done  in  the  presence  of  the  teachers. 

A  reasonable  im])rovement  throughout  the  county  can  be  seen  in 
the  teaching  of  language  and  English  composition.  Applicants  for 
teachers'  certilicates  are  much  better  grounded  in  th(?  rudiments  of 
English,  and  this  has  its  corresi)ouding  effects  upon  our  rural  schools. 
However,  most  progress  is  seen  in  our  high  schools  in  elementary 
English.  In  a  county  like  ours  where  the  majority  of  teachers  are 
high  school  graduates,  the  efficiency  of  these  schools  has  a  direct  and 
visible  effect  upon  our  rural  schools. 

An  unusual  interest  has  been  aroused  in  the  subject  of  spelling  in 
our  schools  during  the  second  half  of  the  year.  We  began  a  county 
spelling  contest  the  first  week  of  .January,  1912.  A  committee  of 
thirty  teachers  was  appointed,  one  teacher  from  each  school  district, 
to  select  1.500  words  for  the  contest.  A  committee  of  three  critics 
was  appointed  whose  duty  it  is  to  select  words  from  the  list  sent  by 
the  commirtee  of  thirty  and  publish  them  in  our  four  county  papers  in 
lessons  of  2.5  words.  These  words  appear  in  the  semi-weekly  papers 
until  the  1,500  have  been  published.  Especial  care  is  taken  to  select 
good  practical  words  frequently  misspelled.  The  pupils  clip  the  les- 
sons from  the  pajiers  and  sludy  them  until  they  are  all  published. 
After  they  have  all  a]!])earcd,  during  the  latter  part  of  October,  1912, 
each  school  is  to  select  lis  best  A\iitten  speller  and  its  best  oral  speller 
and  send  lliem  to  a  central  j)lace  in  the  school  district  where  a  district 
contest  will  be  held  to  select  llie  best  written  speller  and  the  best  oral 
speller  of  the  entire  school  distiict. 

These  two  will  be  awarded  an  appro] >ri ate  diploma.  The  winners 
of  each  school  district  are  eligible  for  the  county  contest  which  will 
be  held  during  our  next  county  institute.  The  di])l(mias  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  winning  contestants  before  the  teachers  in  session  at 
the  county  institute.  The  successful  contestant  in  the  written  and 
in  the  oral  contest  will  each  be  presented  with  an  additional  appro- 
priate diploma.  This  contest  is  confined  to  the  common  schools. 
No  high  school  pupils  are  admitted. 

I  am  more  than  gratified  with  the  results  In  spelling.  Not  only 
the  pupils  but  also  the  parents  are  intensely  interested  in  this  con- 
test. A  number  of  townships  hold  monthly  contests,  using  these 
words. 

In  Texas  township  a  series  of  contests  has  been  held  and  the 
winner  is  presented  with  a  pennant  with  the  word  TEXAS  on  it. 
The  winner  is  entitled  to  hold  this  pennant  until  the  succeeding  con- 
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test  when  he  has  to  defend  it  against  the  house.  If  another  pupil 
wins,  the  first  one  gives  it  to  the  second  winner.  These  contests 
have  aroused  so  much  interest  among  the  patrons  that  the  meetings 
have  outgrown  the  school  rooms.  A  large  number  of  pupils  have 
made  such  a  thorough  study  of  the  published  lessons  that  they  make 
100  per  cent,  every  time  and  test  words  have  to  be  selected  promiscu- 
ously to  spell  them  down.  If  the  present  interest  can  be  kept  up, 
a  great  deal  can  be  accomplished  in  spelling.  Intensive  teaching  of 
spelling  brings  far  better  results  than  extensive  teaching. 

Our  teachers'  reading  course  for  the  year  consisted  of  Scott's  "Lady 
of  the  Lake,"  Colgrove's  ''The  Teacher  and  the  School,"  and  Mc- 
Murray's  "How  to  Study  and  Teaching  How  to  Study."  A  close 
study  was  made  of  these  books.  Nearly  all  of  the  applicants  for 
professional  certificates  selected  English  Literature  and  Physical 
Geography  as  extra  required  studies. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  forty-five  (245)  teachers  employed  in  our 
public  schools,  ninety-six  (96)  hold  provisional  certificates;  thirty- 
six  (36)  hold  professional  certificates;  thirty-three  (33)  hold  perma- 
nent certificates;  sixty-seven  (67)  hold  Normal  School  diplomas,  and 
thirteen  (13)  hold  college  diplomas.  Thirty-six  were  employed  who 
had  no  previous  experience. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (157)  common  school  diplomas  'were 
granted  to  eighth  grade  pupils.  A  number  of  our  high  schools  re- 
quire this  diploma  of  pupils  for  high  school  entrance. 

No  new  school  buildiugs  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  needful 
repairing  to  rural  school  buildings  was  done  in  several  townships. 

Our  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  High 
School  Auditorium,  at  Honesdale,  during  the  week  of  November 
13-17,  1911,  with  every  teacher  in  the  public  schools  enrolled.  The 
teachers  manifested  a  genuine  enthusiasm  in  the  week's  work  which 
deserves  mentioning.    We  had  a  large  attendance  by  the  public. 

For  genuine  and  substantial  professional  work,  this  annual  in- 
stitute has  never  been  surpassed  in  the  county.  The  instructors 
were:  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins,  Music  Department,  Scranton,  Pa.; 
Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  "The  Ohio  Educational 
Monthly,"  Columbus,  Ohio ;  Prof.  F.  A.  Barbour,  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  English,  State  Normal  School,  Ypsilanti,  Mich. ;  Prof.  Thos. 
I.  Mairs,  Professor  of  Agricultural  Education  in  the  Pennsylvania 
State  College,  State  College,  Pa. 

The  lines  of  discussion  were  methods,  school  management,  English 
literature  and  elementary  agriculture. 

The  evening  numbers  were:  "The  Wayne  County  High  School 
Literary  Contest;"  "David  Garrick,"  by  Clifton  Mallory  Company; 
The  Lotus  Glee  Club  and  Mrs.  Minnie  Marshall  Smith,  entertainer; 
and  "The  Eeign  of  the  Demagogue,"  by  John  Temple  Grave? 
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The  Wayne  County  Teachers'  Association  met  at  Newfoundland 
in  October,  and  at  Equinunk  in  May.  At  the  former  meeting  Prof. 
Ronald  P.  Gleason,  Principal  of  the  Technical  High  School  of 
Scranton,  delivered  a  lecture  on  personal  reminiscences  of  the  schools 
and  life  in  general  am(mg  the  Philippine  Islanders;  at  the  latter 
meetings,  Dr.  Daniel  W.  LaKue,  of  the  East  Stroudsburg  State 
Normal  School,  delivered  two  helpful  and  inspiring  lectures  on  i)rac- 
tical  i)sycholog}'. 

The  Directors'  Annual  Convention  was  held  November  16th  and 
17th,  The  attendance  was  good  and  the  directors  manifested  a  keen 
interest  in  all  the  discussions.  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson  discussed  the  subject 
''The  Public  Schools  a  Public  Investment;"  Prof.  F.  A.  Barbour 
discussed  "The  Public  School  and  the  State;"  and  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips, 
Principal  of  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  gave  a  very  help- 
ful and  valuable  discussion  on  ''Important  Sections  of  the  New 
School   Code." 


WESTMOKELAND    COUNTY— Robt.    C.    Shaw. 


We  are  still  able  to  report  good  work  in  the  schools  of  our  county. 
Interest  in  the  cause  of  education  is  growing  rapidly.  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  the  enthusiasm  of  the  patrons  of  the  schools  in  many  of  our 
districts.  The  future  is  full  of  promise  in  Old  Westmoreland  along 
educational  lines.  We  very  rarely  hear  any  com})laint  whatever  in 
regard  to  the  expense  of  operating  our  public  school.  .  Our  people 
fully  realize  its  worth  and  appreciate  the  fact  that  it  is  the  greatest 
factor  in  America  to-day  in  the  devlopment  of  indiAidnal  character, 
and  the  creating  of  high  ideals  of  good  citizenship.  We  feel  certain 
that  the  school  sentiment  was  never  better.  We  believe  it  will  con- 
tinue to  grow. 

We  have  nothing  but  the  highest  praise  for  our  teachers  as  a  body, 
while  Me  have  some  poor  teachers,  and  sometimes  veiw  poor  teaching, 
yet  the  spirit  in  which  the  large  number  of  our  teachers  are  working 
cannot  well  be  excelled.  The  unity  of  efifort  and  harmony  of  feeling 
and  action  make  the  work  of  the  Superintendent  a  pleasure.  The 
willingness  of  our  teachers  to  co-operate  in  tlie  work  enables  us  to 
accomplish  so  much  more  than  could  otherwise  lie  done.  This  at- 
titude of  the  teachers  has  also  been  assumed  by  the  pupils,  and 
much  better  results  are  obtained  in  actual  work  in  the  school  room 
than  we  could  hope  to  obtain  were  conditions  along  this  line  not 
so  good. 
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Our  school  boards  are  made  ii]»  of  ineu  tliorou^lily  awake  to  the 
needs  of  the  schools,  lu  some  cases  what  were  formerly  backward 
districts  are  now  coming  to  tlie  front.  l*id)lie  sentiment  in  these 
districts  is  being  aronsed.  Tlie  boards  are  increasing  the  wages  of 
the  teachers  and  also  reiiniring  higher  qnaliticalions,  both  educa- 
tionally ami  pi'ofessionally.  More  than  (500)  live  hundred 
eighth  grade  [»n])ils  of  the  townsliij)  schools  alone  were  ex- 
amined for  diplomas  and  high  school  entrance  certificates.  Most 
of  these  will  enter  high  school  in  September,  thus  building  nj)  <»ur 
high  schools,  and  making  it  necessary  for  ns  to  employ  additional 
teachers  in  the  high  schools  and  to  add  additional  e(iuii)ment. 

Our  township  high  schools  have  done  especially  good  work  the  last 
3'ear.  They  are  all  on  a  good  working  basis.  The  School  Board  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  towushij)  found  it  necessai-y  to  enlarge  the  high  school 
building.  This  is  being  done  at  a  cost  of  twenty  thousand  (|20,000 ) 
dollars.  In  addition  to  the  industrial  courses,  they  will  add  a  four- 
year  commercial  course  to  their  curriculum. 

We  held  twenty-six  (2G)  examinations  for  j>rovisi(mal  certificates 
and  one  for  i)rofessional  certificates.  lOiglit  hundred  and  eighteen 
(818)  applicants  were  examined  for  provisional  certificates.  Of  these 
five  hundred  and  ninety-nine  (50!>)  received  certificates.  The  re- 
maining two  hundred  and  nineteen  (-!1!J)  received  reports.  Fifty- 
five  professional  certificates  were  issued. 

The  interest  of  the  previous  year  in  educational  meetings  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year.  We  began  our  series  of  meetings  by 
holding  a  School  of  IMethods  in  Greensburg,  August  19-23.  All  the 
inexperienced  teachers  and  those  of  one  j'ear's  experience  were  re- 
quired to  attend.  The  attendance  was  large,  there  being  a  large  num- 
ber of  exp'iaienced  teachers  present  also.  ^Ve  found  this  work  to  be 
very  helpful.  All  the  vvork  w^as  brought  to  the  level  of  the  teacher 
and  made  as  })ractical  as  possible. 

The  following  program  was  carried  out  in  full: 

Monday— 1:30  P.  M. 

Enrollment. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Chambers,  '-First  Principles  of  Teaching;"  :\Ir.  V.  L. 
Gordy,  ''School  Ethics;"  Miss  Laura  B.  Klingensmith,  "Reading  in 
Primary  Grades ;"  Dr.  H.  B.  DaAds,  "Bural  School  for  Beginners." 

Tuesday— 9:20  A.  M. 

Mrs.  Horace  Greeley  Carmalt,  "Language  in  the  Public  Schools ;" 
Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  "What  a  Rural  School  Teacher  Ought  to  Read;" 
Dr.  Albert  E.  Maltby,  "Geography." 
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Tuesday— 1:30  P.  M. 

Dr.  Albert  E.  Maltby,  "Geography''  (('oiitiiiiied)  ;  .Mrs.  Horace 
Greeley  Carmalt,  ''Methods;''  Dr.  IT.  F>.  Davis,  "What  a  Kural  School 
Teacher  Ought  to  Kead." 

Wednesday— 9 :20  A.  M. 

Dr.  Albert  K.  .Malil)y.  ''Methods  of  Tc^achiug;"  .Mi-.  H.  K.  Winner, 
"Arithmetic;"    ^Miss    Kiizabeth    Slniinaker,    "Ivcading    Drill." 

Wednesday— 1:30  F.  M. 

Mr.  H.  K.  AVinner,  '"Meihods  in  Xunilier  Work;"  Miss  T^lizabeth 
Shumaker,  "Keadiug  Diill :"  Dr.  Albert  E.  Maltby,  "Civics." 

Thursday— 1):20  A.  M. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Sliuinaker,  "Busy  Work;"  Mr.  C.  G.  Pierce,  "Arith- 
metic;" Mr.  T.  P.  Shank,  "School  Organization;"  Dr.  Isaac  C.  Ket- 
ler.  Grove  City  College,  "Country  Life." 

Thursday— 1:30  P.-'M. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Shumaker,  "Comparison  of  Different  Methods  of 
Teaching  Heading;"  Dr.  W.  G.  Chambers,  "Practical  Pedagogy;" 
^iiss  Elizabeth  Shumaker,  "Keading  Drill." 

Friday— 9:20  A.  M. 

Mr.  P.  O.  Peterson,  "NA'riting;"  Mr.  S.  E.  Downs,  "Necessity  of 
Kefjuiring  that  the  Pu})ils  do  Ihc  Reciting;"  Mr.  Landis  Tanger, 
"Language  and  Composition;"  Mr.  J.  L.  Spiegel,  "Civil  Govern- 
ment." 

Local  educational  meetings  were  held  in  almost  every  district  of 
the  county.  The  attendance  was  better,  and  interest  in  these  meet- 
ings was  greater  than  formerly.  The  principals  and  suj)erintendents 
of  the  county  took  an  interest  in  them,  not  only  in  their  own  dis- 
tricts, but  helped  in  others  as  well.  The  faculty  of  the  University  of 
Pittsburg  rendered  S])lendid  service  in  these  meetings.  We  feel  that 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  that  institution  for  the  aid  they  are 
giving  to  the  public  schools  of  the  westeru  part  of  the  State  in  fitting 
teachers  for  their  work. 

Our  Couuty  Institute  was  very  good.  Our  attendance  was  larger 
than  in  previous  years.  On  account  of  the  large  number  of  teachers 
pi'esent  our  building  was  crowded  to  its  capacity  during  every  ses- 
sion. In  order  to  make  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  room  a 
great  deal  of  department  work  was  done. 
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TTie  folloAving  instructors  were  present:  Dr.  S'.  C.  Schmucker, 
AVest  Chester,  Pa. ;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio ;  Mr.  Joseph 
S.  Briggg,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Camden  M.  Coburn,  Meadville,  Pa. ; 
Dr.  W.  O.  Chambers,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  George  M.  Philips,  West 
Chester,  Pa.;  Prof.  W.  S.  Hertzog,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Mr.  Wilford 
H.  Schoflf,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Miss  Cordelia  M.  O'Neil,  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Prof.  Robt.  J.  McDowell,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Soloists — Miss  Christine  Miller,  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Miss  Leona  Marsh, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Pa. ;  Miss  Sarah  Allshouse,  Greensburg,  Pa. ;  Miss 
Gertrude  Sykes,  Greensburg,  Pa.;  Prof.  Robert  J.  McDowell,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. ;  Miss  Nell  Pyerly,  pianist,  Greensburg,  Pa. 

Evening  Entertainments  and  Lectures. 

IMonday  evening,  Hon.  Victor  Murdock,  Kansas;  Tuesday  evening, 
Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Antioch  College,  Ohio;  Wednesday  evening,  Dudley 
Buck  Concert  Companj^;  Thursday  evening,  Hon.  J.  Frank  Cannon, 
Utah;  Friday  evening,  Strickland  W.  Gilliland,  humorist. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended  and  the  following 
interesting  program  was  carried  out: 

Greensburg   Higli    School   Building    (Gymnasium),   December  20-21, 

1911. 

Wednesday  Forenoon,  9:00  to  11:40. 

9:00,  registration  of  members;  9:15,  devotional  exercises,  Rev. 
Chas.  L.  Noss;  9:25,  President's  address,  Jeffrey  W.  Taylor,  Esq.; 
9:50,  address,  "The  Directors'  Opportunity,"  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess;  10:15, 
paper,  "Closer  Supervision,"  Robt.  C.  Shaw;  discussion  opened  by 
Mr.  Landis  Tanger,  Principal  Scottdale  schools,  followed  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Barnett,  Derry  township;  11:00,  address,  ""VA%at  the  Teacher  I^ikes," 
Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker. 

Wednesdaj^  Afternoon,  1:30  to  3:50. 

1:30,  address,  "The  New  School  Code,"  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Philips.  Fol- 
lowing this  address  a  question  box  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Philips. 

Election  of  officers  for  ensuing  year  and  delegates  to  the  State 
Convention. 

Appointment  of  committees. 

Address,  "Duties  of  Directors  in  the  Opening  of  Schools,"  Mr.  Geo. 
M.  Hamilton,  Parnassus.  Discussion  opened  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Walker, 
Greensburg. 

Thursday  Forenoon,  9:15  to  11:50. 

9:15,  devotional  exercises.  Rev.  E.  H.  Dickinson;  9:25,  address, 
"Oral  or  Mouth  Hygiene  of  School  Children,"  B.  M.  Loar.  D.  D.  S., 
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Mount  Pleasant;  discussion  opened  by  Joseph  A.  Boarts,  D.  D.  B., 
Greensbui-g-;  10:15,  address,  "Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  of  School 
Cliildren,"  C.  W.  McKee,  M.  D.,  Scottdale;  discussion  opened  by  A.  S. 
Kaufman,  M.  D.,  New  Kensington;  reports  of  committees;  11:00, 
address,  "Industrial  Training,"  Prof.  W.  S.  Hertzog,  Pennsylvania 
State  High  School  Inspector,  Harrisburg;  discussion  opened  by  Hon. 
L.  L.  Lowe,  Youngwood. 

At  1:30  the  directors  met  with  the  teachers  in  the  institute. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
assistance  rendered  Ihroughout  the  year.  We  appreciate  the  fact 
that  assistance  is  always  forthcoming  when  needed. 


WYOMING  COUNTY—Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


Complying  with  code,  section  1,151,  I  am  pleased  to  report  that 
the  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  full  of  harmony  and  pros- 
perity. Teachers,  directors  and  citizens  generally  have,  during  the 
first  year  under  the  codified  law,  sliown  more  loyalty  to  the  cause 
of  education  than  in  any  year  heretofore  during  our  administration. 
The  education  of  the  child  is  more  in  the  thought  of  the  people. 

While  some  of  our  people  are  heavily  taxed  for  maintaining  the 
schools,  on  the  whole,  they  are  assuming  the  burden  bravely,  realiz- 
ing that  an  investment  in  knowledge  yields  the  greatest  income. 
Tlius  the  signs  of  the  time  are  highly  favorable  for  the  educational 
protection  of  the  children  of  this  county. 

The  interior  environment  of  the  Dixon  school  house  on  January 
29,  11)12,  presented  an  inviting  aj)]»earance.  We  found  individual 
drinking  cups,  wash  basin,  soap,  toAvels,  combs,  brush,  three  large 
"calendars,  exhibition  of  arithmetic  papers,  pictures  of  Longfellow 
W^ashington,  Pestalozzi,  Burns,  McKinley  and  Lincioln,  mounted 
leaves  work,  picture  of  the  school,  a  smile  and  hustle  motto,  organ, 
stove,  mat,  clock,  window  shades,  room  neatly  i)apered,  book  case, 
new  stove  and  proper  temjierature,  good  taste  in  general  in  wall 
'decorations. 

Kesulling  from  \'isitors'  Day  observance  in  the  schools  on  Decem- 
ber 8,  there  were  present  29  directors,  1,003  parents  and  1,257  others, 
making  a  grand  total  of  2,280,  or  (\(\U  more  than  on  any  previous  year 
since  1898,  when  Visitors  and  Parents'  Day  was  inaugurated.  To 
date  there  have  been  19.289  persons  visiting  our  schools  as  a  result 
of  the  setting  aside  of  one  day  annually  therefor. 
11 
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The  exercises  consisted  of  regular  class  work,  exliibition  of  work, 
recitations,  dialogues,  drills,  marches,  essays,  music  and  plays.  The 
effect  of  observing  the  day  was  excellent. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  possibly  the  largest  ever  held 
in  the  county.  All  of  the  teachers  were  present  the  first  day  and  all 
but  one  was  perfect  in  attendance. 

In  interest,  attention  and  quality  of  work  it  was  the  very  best. 
We  had  as  instructors,  Dr.  F.  11.  Green,  Hon.  Keed  B.  Teitrick,  Prof. 
C.  C.  Lister,  Dr.  John  Killum,  Mrs.  Jenness  Moulton,  Prof.  I.  T. 
Bodle,  Kev.  L.  E.  Sauford  and  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren.  The  entertainments 
consisted  of  lectures  by  Dr.  John  Killum,  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  Dr.  Edwin 
E.  Sparks,  The  Harmony  Club,  Miss  May  Clack,  Dudley  Prescott, 
Clifton  Mallory  Company,  Kounds  All  Star  Specialty  Company  and 
Pamahasika  and  His  Pets. 

The  school  directors  held  their  annual  convention  on  December 
13  and  14.  Between  seventy  and  eighty  of  the  115  directors  were 
present,  all  districts  but  three  being  represented. 

We  have  five  borough  and  three  township  high  schools.  The  total 
enrollment  of  the  high  schools  for  the  year  was  408.  Of  this  number 
74  were  graduated.  All  of  the  high  schools  closed  with  appropriate 
commencement  exercises,  having  well  arranged  programs  which  were 
listened  to  by  large  and  highly  appreciative  audiences.  Mehoopany 
township  high   school  was  established  during  the  past  year. 

Meshoppen  borough  directors  have  decided  to  add  chemistry,  agri- 
culture and  music  to  their  high  school  course. 

In  C.  P.  of  Wyoming  county  No.  19,  June  T.  1912,  the  Honorable 
Court  decreed,  after  due  hearing  of  the  petitioners,  there  being  no 
objection  thereto,  the  establishment  of  Braintrim  Independent  School 
District.  We  believe  that  the  welfare  of  the  pupils  and  taxpayers 
of  said  newly  created  district  will  be  better  served  under  the  inde- 
pendent district  and  approve  the  action  of  the  Court. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Citizens'  National 
Bank  of  Tunkannock,  Pa.,  held  on  November  10,  1911,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

^'Resolved,  That  tlie  Citizens'  Nati<mal  Bank  of  Tunkhannock,  Pa., 
offer  a  permanent  annual  prize  of  |50.00  in  gold,  to  be  divided  into 
a  first  prize  of  $25.00 ;  a  second  prize  of  $15.00,  and  a  third  prize 
of  110.00,  to  be  known  as  the  Citizens'  National  Bank  Declamation 
Prize  upon  the  following  conditions:  All  contestants  shall  be  regu- 
larly enrolled  students  of  a  high  school  in  Wyoming  county.  Pa.,  in 
good  standing  for  the  year,  and  not  more  than  two  persons  from 
each  school  shall  enter  the  contest,  these  contestants  to  be  selected 
by  the  princii)al  of  each  school  in  any  way  he  may  determine.  The 
contest  shall  be  held  each  rear  during  the  month  of  March  in  the 
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Court  House  or  some  other  public  building  in  Tunkhannock,  Pa., 
under  the  direction  of  the  Principal  of  the  Tunkhannock  High  School, 
who  shall  publish  at  least  thirty  days  in  advance  the  time  and  place 
said  contest  will  be  held  each  year  and  the  conditions  governing  the 
same.  The  judges  shall  be  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  both  of  Tunkhannock, 
Pa.,  and  the  President  Judge  of  the  District  Court,  and  on  failure 
of  any  one  of  these  to  act,  the  remaining  two  shall  select  the  third." 

The  subject  matter  is  to  be  either  original  or  selected,  in  the 
form  of  a  poem,  recitation,  declamation  or  oration. 

A  prize  spelling  contest,  which  was  open  to  all  pupils  of  the  county, 
was  held  on  the  last  day  of  the  County  Institute.  About  forty  took 
part.  The  interest  shown,  caused  the  institute  to  pass  a  motion 
that  the  County  Superintendent  be  authorized  lo  plan  for  another 
spelling  contest  for  next  year. 

Besides  the  examinations  for  teachers,  central  examinations  were 
held  by  committees  appointed  by  the  County  Superintendent,  at 
Forkston,  Mill  City,  Meshoppen,  Centremoreland,  West  Nicholson 
and  Tunkhannock.  Sixty-four  pupils  were  examined,  thirty-six  of 
whom  were  recommended  to  take  the  final  examination,  which  was 
held  at  the  county  seat  April  20,  1912.  But  18  of  the  36  reported  for 
final,  all  passing  with  an  average  above  70  per  cent. 

The  attendance  throughout  the  county  was  much  better  than  the 
previous  year.  The  average  increased  from  83  1-3  per  cent,  to  86  1-5 
per  cent. 

The  number  of  perfect  attendance  pupils  was  increased  over  a 
100,  there  being  353  to  whom  Ave  issued  certificates  for  the  past  year. 
We  are  very  much  encouraged  over  the  interest  shoA^Ti  in  punctuality 
and  attendance. 

In  submitting  this  our  sixteenth  annual  report  we  are  deeply 
sensible  of  the  assistance  received  from  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction.  It  has  been  given  in  a  most  courteous  and  gentlemanly 
manner,  being  thus  an  example  worthy  our  emulation.  We  also 
thank  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  many  kind  words  and  for  their 
aid  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the  public  schools. 


YORK  COUNTY— C.  W.  Stine. 


Three  school  houses  are  now  in  course  of  erection  from  the  draw- 
ings and  si)ecifications  prepared  at  the  direction  of  the  State  Board 
of  Education  for  rnrnl  schools  of  small  size  and  cost  bv  its  former 
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acting  supervising  architect,  B.  F,  Willis,  York,  Pa.  It  is  expected 
that  these  school  houses  will  he  completed,  ready  foi-  the  opening  of 
the  fall  term. 

Two  of  the  buildings  are  located  in  Spriugettsbury  township.  One 
of  these  is  a  one  school  room  structure  with  vestibule  entrance, 
library,  fuel  closet  and  two  separate  cloak  rooms  for  the  sexes ;  and 
two  outhouse  closets,  under  main  roof  extension  screened  by  hinged 
board  enclosures.  The  outhouse  closets  open  to  the  outer  air  on  all 
sides,  are  reached  through  the  cloak  rooms  or  from  the  play  grounds 
direct.  This  plan  with  its  added  conveniences  seems  ideal  for  a 
single  class  room  school. 

The  other  one  is  planned  for  two  school  rooms,  two  sanitary  closet 
rooms  with  individual  closets  and  sewerage  connection  and  two 
small  libraiy  rooms.  The  building  is  designed  for  two  additional 
future  class  rooms.  Both  buildings  are  of  brick  construction  and 
one  story  in  height.  The  one  room  building  is  warmed  with  n 
jacketed  stove  or  furnace  and  the  second  with  a  scientifically  j^lanned 
gravit}^  heating  and  ventilating  system. 

The  third  structure,  located  in  Fawn  Grove  borough,  is  (Uie  story 
in  height  and  is  for  high  school  purposes.  This  is  one  class  room 
with  two  vestibule  entrances,  library  and  laboratory  room  and  two 
cloak  rooms  w^armed  by  a  jacketed  stove.  The  pupil  capacity  is  40. 
The  State  Board  of  Education  wisely  limits  the  school  room  to  this 
number. 

The  three  structures  are  nni-laterally  lighted  from  the  left  side 
of  pupils  when  seated.  The  sashes  are  pivoted,  opening  the  whole 
Avindow  area  to  the  outer  air  when  desired.  The  school  room  ]»i'o- 
portions  are  those  that  school  planning  experts  agree  best  suit  this 
form  of  lighting. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  during  Thanksgiving  v»eek.  The  in- 
structors were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Charles  Calvert  h]llis.  Dr. 
S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Elwood  C.  Perisho,  T'rof.  W.  S.  Herfzog,  Prof.  K.  B. 
Bailey. 

Evening  lectures  and  entertainments :  Monday'  evening,  Covernor 
Kobert  B.  Glenn  ;  Tuesday  evening.  The  Fellow  Company;  Wednesday 
evening.  Dr.  Kussell  H.  Conwell ;  Thursday  evening.  The  Alpine 
Singers.  Our  County  Institute  was  pronounced  by  every  one  in  at- 
tendance to  be  one  of  the  best  meetings  ever  held  in  tlie  county. 

The  local  institutes,  fifteen  in  all,  were  better  attended  by  the 
teachers  and  patrons  and  greater  educational  interest  manifested 
than  ever  before. 

District  institutes  were  held  in  nearly  all  the  districts.  The  school 
boards  haA'e  required  their  teachers  to  attend  these  meetings. 
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Tlie  Directors"  Association  held  its  meetiug  iu  the  York  Court 
House.  The  directors  were  addressed  by  i)r.  Thomas  I.  Mairs,  of 
State  College;  Prof,  W.  S.  Hertzog,  High  School  Inspector,  and  by 
members  of  the  various  school  boards. 

The  Scriptures  are  read,  being  followed  by  prayer  and  singing, 
in  ail  of  the  schools  except  three.  Some  teachers  both  open  and  close 
their  school  with  prayer  and  singing.  The  great  majority  of  our 
teachers  are  moral  and  set  a  good  example  before  the  children. 

In  the  days  of  childhood  and  youth,  habits  of  industry  and  system 
must  be  laid.  Let  the  teachers  endeavor  to  impart  such  instruction 
both  by  precept  and  example  and  it  must  have  a  hallowed  intluence 
upon  the  lives  of  the  pupils. 

There  should  be  a  closer  supervision  of  our  rural  schools.  A 
superintendent  who  has  charge  of  a  hundred  schools  or  more  which 
are  scattered  over  the  entire  county,  finds  it  impossible  to  control 
and  direct  them  in  accordance  with  well  devised  plans.  Each  county 
superintendent  should  have  his  assistants  which  were  provided  by 
law.  Every  school  should  be  visited  at  least  once  each  month.  If 
would  be  better  if  the  schools  could  be  visited  twice  a  month.  Or- 
ganization is  the  cry  everywhere.  How  can  a  county  superintendent 
do  the  work  alone  in  a  county  like  York,  with  about  GUO  teachers 
and  so  much  territory  to  cover?  There  are  many  schools  that  do 
not  have  more  than  one  visit  of  an  hour  or  less  each  year,  and  in 
that  time  how  much  can  be  done  in  perfecting  an  organization.  With 
the  assistants  this  would  be  changed.  The  number  of  schools  to  be 
reached,  the  space  to  be  covered  and  the  increased  time  to  each  room 
would  lead  to  manifold  results. 

One  great  obstacle  in  the  raising  of  the  standard  in  the  country 
district  is  the  constant  change  in  the  corps  of  teachers.  The  causes 
for  this  are  mauy.  It  would  be  easier  by  far  for  an  experienced  man 
to  show  boards  that  a  few  dollars  more  to  keep  a  teacher  in  a  school 
is  a  better  investmeut  than  the  money  saved  by  putting  in  new 
teachers  every  year. 


(  1G4  ) 
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REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ALLENTOWN— Francis  D.  Raub. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  was  reasonably  successfnl,  and  this  was 
made  possible  by  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  and  the  school 
authorities. 

The  advent  of  the  new  board  seemed  strange  when  instead  of  a 
central  board  of  26  with  a  total  of  52  additional  ward  directors,  the 
number  now  being-  suddenly  reduced  to  nine,  upon  whom  the  respon- 
sibility of  administration  devolved,  was  a  proposition  that  at  once 
seemed  novel  and  peculiar.  But  since  the  machinery  has  been  fairly 
started,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  change  will  work  out 
all  right. 

The  choosing  of  text-books  being  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are 
responsible  and  supposed  to  know  what  is  Avanted,  is  a  decided  im- 
provement, and  must  result  in  a  general  improvement  along  these 
lines. 

Allentown  had  anticipated  medical  inspection,  and  when  it  was 
made  mandatory  by  the  new  code,  the  same  was  in  operation  and 
it  was  easy  to  continue  it,  and  increase  its  efficiency.  It  certainly 
has  resulted  in  accomplishing  much  good,  and  greater  may  be  ex- 
pected in  the  future. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  board  opened  an  exceptional 
school  or  a  school  for  defectives  and  tlie  result  was  greater  than 
expected.  These  pupils  while  in  attendance  in  the  regular  grades 
were  a  source  of  annoyance,  and  besides  were  very  little  benefited. 
Now  their  ability  or  inability  being  recognized  they  are  given  work 
which  at  once  is  beneficial  and  at  the  same  time  is  enjoyed  by  them. 

There  is  a  proposition  to  establish  a  fresh  air  school  for  such  as 
are  anaemic  or  tubercular  inclined  and  who  in  the  ordinary  grade 
school  are  incapable  of  making  the  desired  progress,  owing  to  their 
physical  condition. 

We  had  planned  and  hoped  that  it  might  be  possible  to  introduce 
manual  training  the  coming  year  but  the  board  of  directors  are 
tinable  to  see  that  it  is  able  to  inidertiike  the  project  for  lack  of 

(1  fis  ) 
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funds,  aud  may  be  obliged  to  defer  the  same  for  another  year,  since 
it  was  averse  to  raise  the  tax  rate,  during  the  first  j^ear  of  its  ex- 
istence. 

By  the  annexation  of  a  part  of  the  township  of  Hanover,  contiguous 
to  the  city,  the  school  population  of  Allentown  will  be  increased  by 
about  400  pupils.  This  secticm  is  to  be  known  as  the  Fourteenth 
Ward.  It  is  provided  witli  an  eight-room  building  iu  fair  condition, 
and  will  provide  accommodations  for  the  immediate  present.  From 
past  experience,  we  anticipate  some  difticulty  in  grading  the  pupils, 
since  the  grades  established  in  districts  having  an  eight  month  term 
are  somewhat  diiferent  from  a  district  having  a  ten  month  term 
and  parents  must  be  convinced  that  there  is  no  demotion  when  their 
children  are  graded  lower  than  they  liad  been  under  the  former 
regime. 

The  immediate  benefit  to  the  city  by  the  annexation  of  outlying 
districts  is  not  marked  or  apparent,  but  the  district  annexed  is 
favored  with  graded  schools  and  a  longer  term  with  a  very  little 
additional  taxation. 


ALTOONA— H.   H.  Baish. 


The  term  of  1911-12  in  the  Altooua  schools  closed  with  the  high 
school  commencement  exercises  on  Friday  evening,  June  5,  when  111 
students,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  our  high  school,  were 
graduated.  The  commencement  address  was  made  by  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess, 
President  of  A.ntioch  College,  in  the  presence  of  1,500  patrons  and 
friends  of  the  schools.  Out  of  a  total  of  8,141  pupils  enrolled  in  all 
the  schools  last  term  1)11  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school.  The  per- 
centage of  the  total  enrollment  enrolled  iu  the  high  school  has  been 
increasing  steadily  for  several  yeai*s.  We  attribute  this  largely  to 
the  excellent  manual  training  and  domestic  science  courses  that  are 
a  part  of  our  high  school  curiiculum.  Domestic  science  was  intro- 
duced in  September,  1910,  and  Ihe  second  year  of  the  course  was 
taught  for  the  first  time  this  last  term.  An  outline  of  the  course 
follows : 

Domestic   Science  Course. 

The  first  year's  ^^■ol•k  consists  of  a  study  of  food  from  the  economic 
and  social  point  of  view — the  need  of  food,  fimdamental  principles  of 
food,  sources  of  supply,  nutritive  values,  cost,  selection  and  prepara- 
tion of  foods.    The  eff'ect  of  the  a[»i)lication  of  heat  to  food;  the  pro- 
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cesses  and  care  involved  in  cooking  and  preserving  food  in  the  home, 
skill  in  manipnlation  of  materials,  the  care  of  the  kitchen  and  nten- 
sils,  is  the  aim  of  course.  The  course  includes  ])reparatiou,  cook- 
ing, and  serving  of  fruit,  vegetables,  cereals,  eggs,  soup,  batters  and 
doughs,  salads,  i)uddings,  hot  desserts,  and  beverages. 

The  second  year's  work  consists  of  lectures,  demonstrations,  and 
practical  work  in  more  advanced  cooking.  This  instruction  is  de- 
signed to  give  skill  and  judgment  in  cooking  and  serving  for  the 
family  and  for  invalids.  System  of  marketing,  cost  of  food,  physi- 
ological values,  methods  of  joreserving  and  canning,  bread,  meats, 
vegetables,  entrees,  salads,  pastry  and  hot  and  cold  desserts  are 
taught.  Demonstrations  in  meat  marketing  are  given  by  an  expert 
in  that  subject.  Individual  experience  in  planning  menus;  study  of 
seasonable  menus,  with  estimates  of  their  nutritive  value  and  cost; 
I)repari.ng  and  serving  meals,  family  portion;  directions  for  seindng 
both  simple  meals  and  full  course  dinners;  actual  serving  of  a  break- 
fast and  luncheon,  with  written  criticism  of  same;  a  few  lectures  on 
dietaries  and  the  chemistry  of  nutrition  conclude  the  course. 

The  full  course  is  required  of  every  girl  before  she  can  be  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school. 

The  arm  movement  system  of  penmanship  was  adopted  for  use  in 
all  of  our  schools  last  September  and  a  special  supervisor  of  pen- 
manship was  employed,  ^ye  had  experimented  with  this  system 
of  teaching  penmanship  for  several  years  in  two  of  our  ward  schools 
and  secured  good  results.  An  improvement  in  the  penmanship  in 
all  of  our  schools  this  term  has  justified  the  introduction  of  the  new 
system. 

For  a  number  of  years  Altooua  has  been  following  the  plan  of 
holding  institute  sessions  at  dillerent  dates  during  the  early  part 
of  the  school  term  instead  of  a  Aveek's  continuous  session.  We  re- 
peated this  plan  again  last  term  and  the  lectures  were  exceptionally 
strong.  The  instructors  were  Ron.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  Bigelow, 
Earl  Barnes,  Charles  Zueblin,  T)r.  S.  D.  Fess,  and  Alfred  Tennyson 
Dickens. 

Special  emphasis  wa.s  placed  upon  the  observance  of  Arbor  Day  on 
Friday,  April  2(;.  Exercises  ;ipi)ropiia(e  to  the  occasion  were  held 
in  all  of  the  schools  and  State  Superintendent  N.  C.  Schaeffer  ad- 
dressed the  high  and  central  granmiar  schools. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  School  Board  it  was  decided  to  intro- 
duce medical  insi)ection  into  the  schools  next  term  and  two  medical 
inspectors  were  elected  and  instructed  to  begin  a  thorough  inspection 
of  the  pupils  as  soon  as  the  schools  open  in  September. 

At  the  June  meeting  of  the  School  'Board  the  following  high  school 
salary  schedule  was  adopted  and  will  be  put  into  operation  next 
1  ei'm : 
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Salary  Schedule — High  School. 

The  mininium  salary  for  all  high  school  teachers  without  previous 
experience  shall  be  |720  per  year.  The  annual  iucrease  in  salary  for 
all  high  school  teachers  whose  work  is  satisfactory  shall  be  |45  until 
a  maximum  of  |900  per  year  is  reached. 

The  minimum  salary  for  all  heads  of  dei)artments  in  the  high 
school  shall  be  |1,000  per  year.  The  annual  increase  in  salary  for 
heads  of  departments  in  high  school  shall  be  |5()  until  a  maximuui  of 
$1,200  per  year  is  reached.  The  maximum  salary  for  the  head  of  the 
English  Dei»artment  shall  be  |l,oOO  per  year. 

This  schedule  will  increase  practically  all  of  our  high  school 
teachers'  salaries  from  10  to  20  per  cent.  A  salary  schedule  for  the 
grade  teachers  was  adopted  several  j^ears  ago. 

During  the  term  a  large  number  of  teachers'  conferences  and  par- 
ents' meetings  were  held  with  a  view  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
schools  and  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  home.  An  increase  of  tw^o 
mills  in  the  school  tax  was  niade  one  year  ago  and  considerable 
money  was  spent  in  improving  and  beautifying  the  school  buildings 
and  grounds  during  the  past  year. 


AMBRIDGE— Burdette  S.  Bavle. 


In  submitting  my  first  report  as  Superintendent  of  Ambridge  bor- 
ough, I  hesitate  to  express  my  opinion  concerning  the  work  accom- 
plished in  one  short  year;  nor  have  I  any  startling  declarations  to 
make  concerning  my  intentions  for  the  future. 

The  Borough  of  Ambridge  is  one  of  the  newest  in  the  superintend- 
ency  class  as  well  as  one  of  the  youngest  towns  in  the  State.  By 
referring  to  the  census  of  11)10  you  will  learn  that  it  was  not  at 
that  times  on  the  map.  When  we  consider  what  has  been  accomplished 
in  the  last  eight  years  by  her  energetic  and  progressive  citizens  in 
the  way  of  building  up  th-e  school  system,  we  find  it  impossible  to 
properly  express  our  admiration  for  the  results  achieved.  And  when 
we  compare  our  standing  with  other  systems  which  have  had  the 
advantage  of  years  of  development  and  experience  we  might  be  led 
to  say,  ''Let  us  let  good  enough  alone,  and  spend  our  energies  in 
keeping  and  maintaining  what  has  been  so  admirably  established." 

Yet  any  competent  educator  reading  ihis  report  does  not  need  to 
be  told  that  Ambridge  has  many  educational  problems  still  to  be 
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solved  as  has  all  her  sister  towns  in  this  and  every  other  state  of 
our  great  nation.  During  the  past  year  those  most  vitally  interested 
in  the  advancement  of  her  interests  have  worked  together  in  perfect 
harmony  toward  the  perfecting  of  a  foundation  which  shall  give 
permanency  and  efficiencA-  throughout  the  coming  years,  rather  than 
notoriety  and  prominence  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

We  fully  realize  that  all  good  things  come  slowly,  and  that  if  we 
would  make  permanent  progress  we  must  not  attempt  to  do  every- 
thing at  once.  In  studying  the  situation  to  determine  the  greatest 
present  need  of  our  schools,  we  were  impressed  with  the  great  dis- 
parity in  numbers  of  the  upper  and  lower  grades.  While  we  had  236 
pupils  in  our  tirst  grade,  our  eighth  grade  numbered  only  27.  Un- 
doubtedly our  industrial  environment  accounts  for  a  part  of  this, 
but  it  can  by  no  means  be  blamed  for  all ;  nor  can  we  lay  the  blame 
on  the  teachers.  Our  board  almost  from  the  inception  of  the  town 
has  paid  the  highest  average  salaries  in  the  county,  and  in  conse- 
quence has  built  up  a  corps  of  teachers  of  which  we  are  justly  proud. 
Nor  yet  can  we  excuse  ourselves  by  stating  that  a  large  percentage 
of  our  pupils  are  of  foreign  birth,  for  our  teachers  are  trained  in 
dealing  with  this  class  of  pupils  and  our  course  of  study  and  passing 
requirements  are  arranged  to  meet  these  conditions. 

In  our  further  study  of  this  problem  we  decided  to  introduce  the 
card  index  system  that  we  might  if  possible  get  additional  light  from 
the  information  thus  acquired.  From  these  we  discovered  that  the 
percentages  of  pupils  who  failed  to  pass  the  different  grades  were 
almost  directly  proportional  to  the  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  in 
the  several  grades.  In  other  words,  the  one,  or  at  least  one  of,  the 
greatest  drawbacks  to  our  progress  was  undoubtedly  the  crowded 
condition.  Another  startling  condition  closely  allied  to  the  one 
already  mentioned  is  the  fact  that  the  average  of  our  pupils  was  .47 
years  above  the  normal  in  the  first  grade,  and  that  it  almost  uni- 
formly increased  from  grade  to  grade  until  it  reached  1.62  years 
above  the  normal  age  in  the  fifth  grade.  With  these  facts  before  us 
we  could  form  but  one  conclusion:  that  our  first  and  greatest  work 
was  not  to  secure  better  teachers,  but  to  give  our  teachers  a  better 
chance  to  reach  the  individual  j)upil  and  j>roduce  normal  results. 

The  Board  of  Directors  has  always  maintained  a  most  liberal 
financial  policy  and  is  to  be  strongly  commended  on  the  splendid 
way  in  which  it  has  kept  pace  with  the  marvelous  growth  of  the  town. 
There  probably  has  not  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  schools  up  to 
this  point  when  it  would  have  been  possible  under  existing  conditions 
to  accomplish  what  we  hope  to  make  a  beginning  toward  accomplish- 
ing the  coming  year.  Our  plans  are  nothing  more  or  less  than  to 
limit  the  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  to  40.    Not  a  startling  declara 
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tion  from  any  view  poiut;  but  a  decided  step  in  the  right  direction 
as  we  confidently  expect  the  results  to  show.  As  a  part  of  this  policy 
supported  by  the  earnest  co-operation  of  all  our  teachers,  we  hope 
to  reduce  the  average  per  ceut.  of  failures  from  24  per  cent,  to  not 
to  exceed  ten  per  cent.  Avithout  in  any  way  lowering  our  standards 
or  subtracting  from  the  efficiency  of  the  work.  We  also  expect  in  a 
few  years  to  reduce  the  average  above  normal  from  1.11  years  to  very 
nearly  or  quite  the  normal  age. 

We  would  not  leave  the  impression  that  all  our  efi'orts  have  been 
concentrated  upon  this  one  point,  important  as  it  may  be,  but  much 
of  what  we  consider  the  most  vifal  work  could  only  be  classed  as 
"stereotyped"  if  incorporated  in  this  report.  By  frequent  and  pro- 
longed visits  to  the  dilTerent  rooms,  by  numerous  grade  and  general 
meetings  and  by  daily  conferences  with  individual  teachers,  we,  the 
teachers  and  superintendent,  have  tried  to  find  the  best  ways  of  giving 
our  boys  and  girls  greater  delight  and  proficiency  in  reading,  writing 
and  thinking.  Special  stress  has  been  laid  upon  natural,  interpreta- 
tive, expressive  reading  as  a  basis  for  intelligent  appreciation  and  en- 
joyment of  all  other  work.  In  writing  we  adopted  the  Bennett 
system,  the  aim  being  to  develop  from  the  vevy  first  a  rapid,  easy 
writing  that  would  greatly  reduce  the  burden- felt  by  so  many  pupils 
in  trying  to  express  themselves  through  the  hand  when  the  major 
portion  of  their  energy  must  be  devoted  to  the  hand  itself,  rather  than 
the  thing  to  be  expressed.  As  to  thinking  our  watch  word  has  been: 
"Make  experience  the  basis  of  all  expression.-' 

Our  high  school  has  been  raised  from  second  grade  to  first  grade 
by  bringing  the  course  of  study  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  State 
Department.  While  our  attendance  is  not  large  it  is  steadily  in- 
creasing, the  present  year  being  about  20  per  cent,  in  advance  of  the 
preceding.  Our  aim  is  to  give  the  student  a  general  training  which 
will  enii!)le  him  to  take  up  any  line  of  industry  successfully,  or  con- 
tinue his  education  in  the  best  professional  schools. 


ARCHBALD— W.  A.  Kelly. 


The  w(  rk  of  our  schools  is  steadily  improving  as  term  follows  terra. 
Regular  monthly  meetings  are  held  and  the  teachers  are  enthusias- 
tic over  the  results  obtained  from  these  meetings.  Various  subjects 
are  taken  uj)  and  thoroughly  discussed  with  the  result  that  teachers 
are  more  active  and  alert  in  the  performance  of  their  professional 
duties. 
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Institutes  were  held  in  Oljphaiit,  Jessup  nud  Archbald.  J)i'. 
Kemp,  Principal  of  East  Stroudsburg  Normal,  gave  us  a  delightful 
talk  on  "Eeading."  A  great  many  of  our  townspeople  are  taking  a 
lively  interest  in  our  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings.  A  new  heat- 
ing system  (steam)  has  been  installed  in  the  Third  Ward  school, 
replacing  cumbersome  and  unsightly  stoves. 


ASHLAND— T.  E.  Garber. 


The  Ashland  borough  schools  closed  a  nine-nnuith  If'rm  on  AVed- 
uesday,  June  5,  1912. 

Borough  Superintendent  W.  E.  Estler  died  March  31,  after  an  ill- 
ness of  more  than  four  months.  In  his  death  Ashland  lost  a  warm- 
hearted, faithful  official.  The  schools  were  closed  Thursday,  April 
4,  and  directors  and  teachers  attended  the  funeral  in  a  body. 

On  Wednesday,  Ajn-il  10,  1  was  elected  to  till  the  unexpired  term. 

Because  of  .Mr.  Estler's  illness  little  supervision  was  done  during 
the  term,  but  \a  ith  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  work  ran  alouy; 
smoothly. 

The  high  school,  numbering  124,  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
the  school,  as  was  also  the  graduating  class,  numbering  36,  16  boys 
and  20  girls. 

The  usual  commencement  exercises  were  dispensed  with.  On  Fri- 
day evening,  May  31,  class  day  exercises  were  held  iu  the  high  school 
auditorium. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  June  4,  in  the  Temple  Theatre,  a  i)lay  called 
"The  Captain  of  Plymouth""  was  given  by  the  graduating  class.  This 
was  so  i)o]iii]ar  and  so  well  received  that  it  w^as  given  a  second 
night. 

On  Thnrsday  evening  June  6,  the  newly  organized  Alumni  Associa- 
tion JK-ld  its  first  meeting  in  the  high  school  auditorium.  The  pro- 
gram consisted  of  literary  and  musical  numbers,  followed  by  a 
luncheon.  Al)out  140  persons  were  present.  The  affair  was  a  very 
enjoyable  one  and  promises  much  for  the  future.  As  an  indication 
of  what  it  may  do  it  was  decided  to  i)lace  an  enlarged  photograph  of 
the  late  Superintendent  on  the  walls  of  the  high  school. 

A  new,  beautiful  eight-room  frame  school  building  is  in  the  course 
of  construction  and  will  be  ready  for  use  by  the  opening  of  the  school 
term  in  September.  It  was  intended  for  all  grades  below  the  high 
school.  The  board,  very  much  to  its  credit,  named  it  The  W.  C. 
Estler  Building. 
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Because  of  llie  additional  ruuui  this  building  give^^  us  one  of  the 
grammar  schools  now  located  in  the  high  school  building  will  be 
placed  in  it,  giving  more  room  for  our  successful  conunercial  depart- 
ment, run  in  connection  with  our  high  school.  Prof.  11.  S.  Light,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  commei'cial  work,  returns  next  3'ear,  his  salary 
having  been  increased  from  |76o  to  $900  per  annum. 

The  position  of  high  school  principal,  made  vacant  by  my  resig- 
nation, was  filled  by  electing  Prof.  J.  A.  Uhland,  of  Cressona,  at  a 
salary  of  |100  per  month  for  twelve  months,  a  very  creditable  move 
on  the  part  of  our  directors. 

Three  of  our  teachers,  including  our  high  school  principal,  are 
attending  the  State  College  Summer  School  and  the  Superintendent 
will  follow  his  usual  custom  of  attending  Columbia  University. 

Ashland  has  a  Yery  excellent  school  board ;  it  spares  no  efforts  to 
make  the  schools  second  to  none.  To  this  end  a  fourth  year  has  been 
established  in  the  high  school  and  50  per  cent,  of  this  year's  gradu- 
ates contemplate  returning  for  post-graduate  work. 


BANGOR— J.  W.  Gruver. 


The  present  school  term  has  been  a  successful  one  from  our  point 
of  view,  nothing  having  happened  to  hinder  its  progress.  The  total 
enrollment  was  1,177,  there  being  603  boys  and  574  girls,  or  12  more 
than  last  year.  The  average  attendance  was  1,005.  The  prevalence 
of  mumps  throughout  the  year,  and  the  exceedingly  cold  weather 
affected  the  general  attendance  somewhat,  especially  in  the  primary 
grades.    Yet,  with  it  all,  we  had  an  average  attendance  of  94  per  cent. 

In  general,  the  compulsory  attendance  law  was  well  enforced, 
which  accounts  largely  for  om^  good  attendance.  Several  additional 
silk  mills  have  been  located  in  our  borough  and  we  are  sorry  to  say 
that  they  drew  heavily  upon  our  scliools  for  help.  In  some  instances 
we  could  see  the  necessity  of  the  withdrawal  on  account  of  helping 
to  support  the  home,  but  in  many  cases  it  seemed  to  be  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  great  opportunity  for  making  money,  and  thereby 
depriving  the  children  of  a  good  preparation  for  fighting  life's 
battles. 

At  the  board's  first  meeting  it  was  unanimously  decided  to 
lengthen  the  high  school  course  from  three  to  four  years.  We  had 
been  doing  the  same  work  during  the  last  three  years,  but  the  fourth 
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year  was  optional  to  the  children.  On  account  of  this  lengthening 
of  the  course,  we  had  no  commencement  exercises  this  year.  Twelve 
pupils  completed  the  first  year  of  this  extended  course. 

We  have  followed  the  plan  of  last  year  to  bring  the  home,  church 
and  school  into  closer  relationship.  We  had  several  enthusiastic 
meetings  and  we  feel  that  much  good  has  resulted  therefrom.  Our 
teachers  have  shown  themselves  in  earnest  and  on  the  whole  have  done 
good  work.  Inliuences  outside  of  the  school  room  have,  in  many 
cases,  counteracted  the  good  work  done  by  the  teacher,  and  caused 
the  failure  of  some  of  our  promising  pupils,  but  while  this  is  true, 
it  is  encouraging  to  see  the  good  results  of  our  work  and  see  many 
leave  our  schools  to  become  upright  citizens  of  our  community. 

The  smaller  board  which  the  new  code  has  made  necessary,  seems 
to  be  working  out  well.  The  members  have  devoted  much  time  to 
their  duties  and  have  gladly  supported  us  in  whatever  we  deemed  a 
real  benefit  or  a  positive  necessity  for  the  good  of  the  schools. 

Our  school  buildings  are  in  good  condition,  and  we  pay  particular 
attention  to  their  hygienic  condition.  The'  board  is  planning  to 
erect  substantial  fire  escapes  in  the  different  buildings  to  safeguard 
the  lives  of  our  children.  We  have  established  a  fire  drill  whereby 
the  buildings  can  be  cleared  in  good  order,  and  in  a  remarkably 
short  time.  Besides  being  a  means  of  preventing  accidents,  should 
there  be  a  fire,  the  drill  affords  exercise  and  is  conducive  to  good 
discipline. 


BEAVER  FALLS— C.  C.  Green. 


The  past  year  has  been  a  notable  one  in  the  historj'  of  the  schools 
of  this  community.  A  spirit  of  harmony  prevailed  among  all  those 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  schools  and  progress  has 
been  the  watchword.  Space  does  not  permit  a  discussion  of  all  the 
progressive  educational  movements  of  the  past  year  in  Beaver  Falls, 
but  brief  reference  should  be  made  to  the  more  important  of  these. 

While  all  ])roper  mental  training  is  in  a  true  sense  practical,  there 
is  a  symmetrical  development  of  tlie  head  and  the  hand  which  is 
practical  in  a  deeper  sense ;  and  a  development  of  the  mind  through 
the  training  of  the  hand  in  useful  occupations  which  reaches  many 
pupils  who  under  the  old  conditions  Mould  give  uj)  school  in  disgust. 
We  do  not  claim  that  the  last  word  has  been  said  in  educational 
facilities  in  Beaver  Falls.  We  do  claim,  however,  that  by  cooking, 
sewing,   and   mechanical   drawing,   and   freehand   drawing   in   high 
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school;  and  niauual  traiuiug,  se\\i,ug  and  a  .svsleiii  ol'  physical  ciiltiii-e 
in  the  elementary  sehooLs  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  community  are 
offered  a  more  practical  preparation  lor  life's  problems. 

The  commercial  course  has  received  a  hearty  endorsement  not  only 
from  the  large  number  of  students  who  have  chosen  it  but  also 
from  the  business  men  of  Beaver  Falls  and  vicinity.  The  purpose  of 
this  course  is  not  merely  to  prepare  young  men  and  women  to  be 
stenographers,  typewriters,  and  bookkeepers,  but  to  prepare  them 
for  a  business  career  in  a  broader  sense.  In  brief  it  is  a  four  years' 
high  school  course  on  commercial  lines.  In  addition  to  the  branches 
usually  emphasized  in  the  ordinary  commercial  school,  a  thorough 
course  is  given  in  English  grammar,  general  and  business  com- 
position, spelling,  penmanship,  arithmetic,  commercial  law,  commer- 
cial geograph.y,  history,  civics,  algebra,  geometry  and  mechanical 
drawing.  In  addition  to  the  record  of  all  high  school  students,  a 
special  record  of  the  personal  characteristics  of  the  students  in  the 
commercial  department  is  kept.  This  record  emphasizes  the  follow- 
ing cardinal  points:  Honesty,  sense  of  res]jonsibility,  j)imctuality, 
industry,  tractability,  initiative,  accuracy,  neatness,  attention  to  de- 
tails, manner  of  address. 

While  the  immediate  benefit  which  the  boys  of  the  elementary 
schools  and  the  high  school  will  receive  from  being  taught  to  use 
the  ordinary  wood  working  tools  would  in  itself  be  a  sufficient  reason 
for  the  manual  training  work,  the  primary  aim  of  the  manual 
training  shop  is  not  vocatiimal  but  rather  educational  in  a  more 
general  application  of  the  term.  Many  boys  whose  minds  fail  to 
respond  to  the  ordinary  text-l)ook  instruction  of  the  school  room 
will  have  their  intellects  awakened  by  being  taught  to  use  their 
hands  skillfully  in  the  making  of  Tiseful  articles  in  the  shop. 

While  the  same  educational  value  will  be  recognized  in  the  in- 
struction in  sewing  and  cooking  which  the  girls  will  receive,  the 
practical  phase  of  this  work  is  more  evident  than  in  the  shop  work. 
It  should  be  understood  from  the  first  that  the  aim  of  this  depart- 
ment is  intensely  practical.  Only  ])lain  cooking  and  plain  sewing 
will  be  taught;  and  in  equipping  the  kitchen,  the  ordinary  home 
conditions  will  be  followed.  Food  values  and  kitchen  economy  will 
be  given  constant  consideration. 

The  advantage  of  the  introduction  of  semi-annual  promotions  in 
the  high  school  and  the  admission  of  a  class  to  the  high  school  in 
January  has  already  been  demonstrated.  This  system  admits  of 
closer  grading  and  is  advantageous  to  l>olh  the  bright  and  the  dull 
pupils. 

The  courses  of  study  for  the  elementary  schools  and  the  high  school 
have  been  revised  to  suit  present  conditions.  They  have  been  definitely 
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arrauged  hy  halt  yeaivs;  obsolete  text-books  have  been  replaced  by 
more  modern  publications,  and  unimportant  subject  matter  has  been 
eliminated. 

The  opening  of  the  new  high  school  building  has  made  possible 
many  improvements  in  this  department.  In  addition  to  the  new  high 
school  courses  we  w'ould  call  attention  to  the  reorganization  of  the 
high  school  literary  socieites,  the  introduction  of  a  modified  form  of 
student  self-government,  and  complete  faculty  supervision  of  ath- 
letics. 

Probably  the  most  interesting  feature  of  the  year's  work  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  patrons  was  the  series  of  meetings  for  patrons  and 
teachers.  Eight  of  these  meetings  were  held  and  all  were  well  at- 
tended. In  addition  to  a  fixed  program  in  which  both  parents  and 
teachers  were  represented,  an  opportunity  was  given  at  each  meeting 
for  a  general  discussion  of  educational  questions.  These  discussions 
were  intensely  interesting  and  helpful  to  all  concerned.  It  is  our 
purpose  to  continue  these  meetings  next  year. 

The  adoption  of  the  merit  system  of  determining  a  teacher's  fitness 
for  increase  in  salary,  during  the  period  of  "automatic  increase" 
as  provided  by  the  schedule,  has  had  the  effect  of  bringing  about  a 
definite  understanding  between  the  teacher  and  the  Superintendent 
regarding  the  teacher's  rating. 

A  new  system  of  record  cards  was  adopted  for  the  pupils  of  the 
elementary  schools  and  the  high  school,  and  at  the  present  time  a 
new  system  of  school  board  accounting  is  being  worked  out.  This 
system  will  conform  to  the  recommendation  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Education  ;ind  the  requirements  of  the  Pennsylvania 
School  Laws. 

The  complete  renovation  of  all  of  the  buildings,  the  placing  of  new 
Hoors  in  four  of  the  buildings,  the  painting  of  the  walls  and  wood 
work  of  all  of  the  buildings,  the  providing  of  better  light  and  ventila- 
tion are  improvements  which  have  long  been  needed;  and  the  move- 
ment to  provide  playgrounds  is  one  of  great  importance  not  only  to 
the  health  of  the  j)upils  but  also  to  efficiency  of  the  class  room  work. 


BETHLEHEM— Wm.  C.  Sampson. 


The  event  of  the  year  was  the  dedication  of  the  addition  to  the 
Franklin  high  school  building.    The  building  was  opened  to  the  public 
for   several   days   and   was   formally   dedicated    February   16.     The 
12 
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speakers  of  the  evening  were  Dr.  Henrj  S.  Drinker,  President  of 
Lehigh  University;  Dr.  A.  C.  Eothermel,  Principal  Kutztown  State 
Normal  School,  and  Superintendent  F.  W.  Eobbins,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

This  addition  was  much  needed  and  is  modern  in  all  its  appoint- 
ments. The  lighting  of  the  class  rooms  is  unilateral ;  the  auditorium 
will  seat  680  persons;  there  are  rest  rooms  for  teachers  and  pupils, 
a  principal's  office,  cloak  rooms,  and  a  study  hall  which  will  accom- 
modate 130  pupils.  The  heating  is  direct  and  indirect  and  a  fan 
system  of  ventilation.    The  entire  cost  was  $55,000. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
borough,  2,050;  309  of  this  number  were  in  the  high  school. 

The  growth  of  the  high  school  has  been  remarkable.  Three  years 
ago  there  were  215  pupils  in  this  department  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  total  enrollment  for  the  coming  term  will  reach  350.  At  com- 
mencement 30  were  graduated;  17  of  these  were  in  the  regular 
courses  and  at  least  eight  of  this  number  will  enter  college  this  fall; 
13  were  in  the  commercial  course  and  nearly  all  of  these  have  secured 
good  positions. 

The  Supervisor  of  Drawing  did  very  effective  work  and  the  progress 
of  the  schools  in  this  department  was  remarkable.  We  had  an  exhibit 
at  the  close  of  the  term  and  several  thousand  patrons  visited  the 
schools  at  that  time  and  all  seemed  greatly  pleased  with  the  work. 

The  Board  of  Directors  has  decided  to  introduce  manual  training 
in  the  schools  during  the  coming  year.  A  teacher  has  been  appointed 
and  room  has  been  fitted  up  with  modern  apparatus.  It  is  our  pur- 
pose to  introduce  this  work  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  the 
first  two  years  of  the  high  school. 

For  the  coming  year  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  open  another 
grade  and  to  add  another  teacher  to  the  high  school  force.  Except 
for  five  resignations,  all  the  former  teachers  were  re-elected  and, 
in  several  instances,  salaries  were  increased. 

Except  at  the  opening  of  the  term  the  general  health  of  the  pupils 
and  teachers  has  been  excellent.  We  have  been  particularly  free 
from  childrens'  diseases  and  the  attendance  had  been  regular  through- 
out the  year. 

The  work  in  the  grades  and  in  the  high  school  ha.s  been  well  done 
and  the  co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  teachers  has  been 
commendable  in  every  way.  Altogether  it  has  been  a  very  pleasant 
vear  in  the  Bethlehem  schools. 
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BRA  DDOCK— Grant  Norris. 


Eurollment  duriug  tbe  year,  males,  1,1!J(J;  females,  1,156;  total, 
2,352.  Average  attendance,  males,  959 ;  females,  920 ;  total,  1,879. 
Enrollment  in  the  parochial  schools,  1,918;  Greer's  Business  College, 
IGl.  The  above  makes  the  total  enrollment  in  all  the  schools  in 
Braddock  during  the  year,  4,431.  A  number  of  the  i^arochial  students 
come  from  surrounding  bcn'oughs.  A  fair  estimate  would  give  Brad- 
dock  about  4,000  school  children. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  beginners  were  enrolled  during  the 
year;  06  pupils  entered  the  freshman  class  of  the  high  school,  and 
22  students  were  graduated  from  the  four  years'  high  school  course. 
At  the  close  of  this  school  year  70  pupils  qualified  for  entrance  into 
high  school  next  year.  Of  this  number  about  62  will  enter.  It  might 
be  interesting  to  note  that  four  years  ago  66  pupils  entered  the  high 
school.  It  will  be  noted  that  33  1-3  per  cent,  of  these  graduated; 
a  little  over  3  per  cent.  (»f  them  graduated  from  State  Normal,  and 
16  per  cent,  entered  other  academic  and  commercial  schools.  The 
remaining  47  per  cent,  are  somewhere  engaged  in  the  busy  activities 
of  making  a  living.  Our  high  school  enrollment  and  the  number  of 
graduates  have  had  a  slow  but  steady  increase  during  the  past  ten 
years.  We  receive  from  250  to  300  beginners  in  the  primary  grades 
each  year,  and  from  55  to  70  freshmen  in  the  high  school.  From  20 
to  25  per  cent,  of  the  number  that  enters  school  as  "beginners"  makes 
the  number  that  enters  high  school. 

The  school  children  of  Braddock  and  North  Braddock,  during  the 
3'ear,  accomplished  a  notable  achievement.  It  was  discovered  that 
the  famous  picture,  "The  Battle  of  the  Monongahela,"  painted  by 
the  Americal  historical  painter,  Emanuel  Leutse,  could  be  secured 
for  $2,000.  The  school  children  raised  this  money  and  on  the  even- 
ing of  November  14tli,  j)resented  this  i)icture  to  Greater  Braddock. 
The  picture  is  nov.-  hung  in  the  Carnegie  library,  Braddock.  l)v. 
Harry  ^lissimei-.  Superintendent  of  the  Erie  City  public  schools. 
made  the  educational  address  of  the  evening.  His  familiarity  with 
Braddock's  history,  together  with  the  interesting  history  around 
and  about  the  "Unsalted  Sea  of  Erie"  made  his  eloquent  address  in- 
structive and  inspiring. 

Other  public  functions  of  the  schools  during  the  year  were  as 
follows : 
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Tliaiiksj^i\iug  culleclioii  for  the  Ladies'  (}.  A.  li.  Home  at  Hawkins, 
amouutiug  to  |110. 

Dr.  Kussell  H,  Convvell,  March  5th,  gave  his  lecture  on  "The  Jolly 
Earthquake ;"  receipts,  |13S. 

Literary  contest,  February  22;  receipts,  |58.95. 

Senior  class  night,  April  26th ;  receipts,  $274.25. 

Junior  reception,  May  16th. 

High  school  commencement,  May  24tli. 

Public  school  picnic.  May  29th. 

As  an  experiuieait  the  School  Board  has  rented  an  athletic  park 
for  the  ensuing  year.  All  the  athletics  of  the  high  school  are  under 
direct  control  and  management  of  the  Athletic  Committee  from  the 
School  Board  and  the  high  school  faculty. 

Medical  insi)ection  in  the  Braddock  schools  is  proving  its  humane 
worth.  It  has  now  been  in  operation  for  three  years.  The  following 
cjuotations  from  annual  reports  speak  for  themselves  and  for  medical 
inspection: 

Keport  of  April,  1910,  showed  treatments  to  the  number  of  349. 

lieport  of  June,  1911,  showed  treatments  to  the  number  of  377. 

Keport  of  June,  1912,  showed  treatments  to  the  number  of  421. 

This  has  been  brought  about  by  the  active  follow-up  interest  of 
the  teachers  and  principals.  We  would  be  glad  to  learn  of  results  in 
other  schools  and  will  gladly  send  detailed  reports  to  any  who  may 
wish  the  same. 

Manual  training  and  domestic  science  are  proving  their  educative 
worth  in  our  schools.  We  have  just  completed  the  second  year  under 
the  re-establishment  of  these  departments  and  are  glad  to  report 
that  the  ])Upils  and  i)atr(ms  are  coming  to  recognize  their  value  as 
never  before. 

The  ^Voman's  Club  of  Braddock  is  again  conducting  our  Sunnner 
playground  work.  The  School  Board  this  year  made  a  small  a})pr() 
priation  for  the  work.  Too  mucli  credit  cannot  be  given  our  Woman's 
Club  for  its  progressive  work  in  Braddock.  This  club  is  actually  d(»- 
ing  things  licsides  reading  and  discussing  classical  papers  and  scien- 
tific questions.  Its  study  is  merely  for  the  purpose  of  doing  and  of 
getting  ready  to  do.  The  club  has  other  educational  ambitions 
which  it  is  hoped  will  l)e  realized  in  the  near  future. 

We  have  suffered  no  inconvenience  from  the  practical  working  of 
the  Pennsylvania  School  Code.  Only  a  few  times  have  we  been  re 
minded  that  there  was  a  new  school  code.  As  the  years  pass  every 
body  will  come  to  appreciate  more  and  more  the  monumental  work 
performed  by  the  Commission  and  the  State  Superintendent,  Dr.  N. 
C.  Schaeffer.  Braddock  rejoices  in  the  progressive  policies,  and  wise 
administration  of  our  State  Superintendent. 
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BRADFORD  CITY— E.  E.  Schermerhorn. 


Our  sciiouls  closed  Jime  Gtli  after  a  reasouably  successful  terui  of 
nine  months.  Our  total  enrollment  was  2,435,  and  the  percentage  of 
attendance  was  high  until  the  last  six  weeks  of  school,  when  an 
epidemic  of  measles  kept  many  from  attending. 

The  work  has  been  carried  on  regularly  and  with  a  minimum 
amount  of  friction.  No  radical  changes  have  been  made  in  policy, 
or  in  methods  of  instruction.  The  special  efforts  towards  securing 
better  results  in  writing,  spelling  and  language,  mentiimed  in  m^' 
report  a  year  ago,  have  been  continued  and  1  believe  tliat  I  am  safe 
in  saying  that  we  have  improved. 

Our  new  School  l>oard,  consisting  of  seven  members,  instead  of 
lAvelve,  has  contiiuicd  the  progressive  and  liberal  policy  of  the  former 
board.  The  salaries  of  teachers  have  been  materially  advanced  and  as 
a  I'esult  we  have  few  changes  in  our  teaching  corps  for  the  coming 
year.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  we  can  not  have  good  schools  with- 
out good  teachers,  the  board  has  su]»ported  the  Superintendent  in 
demanding  the  best  talent  obtainable  for  the  salaries  we  found  it 
possible  to  pay.  This  has  made  it  possible  to  keep  up  a  high  stand- 
ard of  efficiency. 

Our  teachers  throughout  the  grades  and  high  school  have  been 
earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  1 
have  always  found  them  Avilling  to  co-operate  in  all  measures  which 
make  for  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  The  special  departments,  num- 
bering music,  drawing,  manual  training  and  domestic  science,  con- 
tinue to  be  popular,  and  I  believe,  are  growing  in  efficiency.  Domestic 
art  is  being  taught  for  the  first  time  in  our  schools.  So  far  it  has 
been  introduced  into  the  seventh  grades  only,  but  as  soon  as  room 
can  be  secured,  it  will  be  extended  into  other  grades. 

A  substitute  teacher  was  employed  during  the  year  and  each  teacher 
in  the  grades  was  given  a  chance  to  visit  a  corresponding  grade  in 
our  own  or  neighboring  cities.  This  made  it  possible^  to  pick  up 
many  new  ideas,  besides  giving  us  a  strong  teacher  for  substitute 
work  when  the  regular  teacher  was  compelled  to  be  absent. 

As  in  former  years  our  teachers  did  some  effective  work  along  the 
lines  of  professional  reading.  The  grade  teachers  made  a  study  of 
Colegrove's  "The  Teaclier  and  the  School,"  while  the  high  school 
teachers  read  Brown's  "American  High  School."  At  the  regular 
monthly  meetings,  as  well  as  at  the  different  grade  meetings,  the 
dilVerent  topics  treated  in  these  books  were  discussed. 
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Among  the  different  acts  of  tlie  Board  indicating  progress  1  might 
mention  the  purchase  of  land  adjacent  to  the  high  school  building 
on  which  we  expect  to  erect  an  annex  in  the  near  future,  the  instal- 
lation of  a  card  index  sysleni  giving  a  school  history  of  each  pupil 
from  the  time  he  enters  the  first  grade  to  the  time  that  he  graduates 
from  the  high  school,  and  the  introduction  of  domestic  art.  I  believe 
also  that  physical  examination  of  scbool  children  will  be  a  feature  of 
our  work  next  year. 

The  high  school  enrolled  during  the  year  413  students  and  the 
graduating  class  numbered  58.  The  formal  class-day  exercises  were 
omitted  this  year,  the  graduates  making  a  trip  to  Washington  in- 
stead. Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  Assembly  Hall  on 
Thursday  evening,  June  Otli,  before  an  audiauce  that  taxed  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  room. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  j-arenis  and  teachers  for  their  co- 
operation, and  the  Department  for  many  courtesies  extended. 


HIUSTOL— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  school  term  for  the  year  iljll-iyi-  closed  June  28.  The  work 
of  the  year  was  good.  Many  schools  had  very  good  attendance,  the 
average  for  all  the  school  being  S\)  per  cent.;  there  was  less  sickness 
among  the  pupils  than  usual. 

No  new  innovations  in  the  course  of  study  were  introduced  during 
last  year.  Special  sties.s  was  placed  on  English,  penmanship  and 
mathematics,  and  we  intend  to  ccmtinue  our  eMorls  along  these  lines 
until  results  are  of  the  best.  Marked  progress  has  been  made  in 
penmanship  since  the  free-arm  movement  was  instituted  and  a  super- 
visor appointed  for  the  work.  This  shows  very  decidedly  in  the 
commercial  department.  The  interest  in  tlie  commercial  course  in 
the  high  school  continues  and  the  majority  of  the  pupils  take  that 
course.  Several  pupils  of  the  class  of  11>12  i-eceived  positions  at 
once  in  Bristol. 

The  problem  of  the  foreign  child  continues  to  be  very  serious. 
Some  of  the  children  do  go  as  high  as  seventh  and  eighth  grade  but 
very  few  continue  beyond  the  fifth  grade. 

A  new  departure  was  made  this  year  in  opening  the*  high  school 
building  as  a  reading  room  for  girls  over  fourteen  years  of  age.  This 
opportunity  was  accepted  by  a  number  of  girls  and  many  ])leasant 
evenings  were  spent  in  reading,  music  and  games, 
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We  feel  that  the  influence  of  the  school  should  continue  even  to 
those  who  have  left  and  become  wage-earners. 


BUTLER— Jno.   A.    Gibson. 


The  school  year  of  1911-1912  was  devoid  of  conspicuous  features 
worthy  of  extended  consideration  in  an  annual  report.  The  schools 
maintained  their  usual  standard  of  endeavor  to  secure  results  com- 
mensurable with  the  needs  of  the  growing  community.  The  new 
West  End  school  building  was  occupied  for  the  first  time  giving 
ample  room  for  the  present  school  enrollment  with  some  margin  for 
the  accommodation  of  future  increase. 

All  records  were  broken  in  the  number  of  graduates  from  the  gram- 
mar school,  about  two  hundred  pupils  receiving  their  certificates  of 
graduation  from  this  department.  Of  these  about  90  per  cent,  have 
entered  or  will  enter  the  high  school.  We  feel  that  our  system  of 
semi-annual  promotions  with  supplementary  classes  promoted  quar- 
terly has  greatly  increased  the  number  of  graduates  from  grammar 
school.  The  flexibility  of  this  system  and  the  close  articulation  be- 
tween the  grammar  school  and  the  high  school  are  largely  responsible 
for  the  growing  high  school  enrollment,  which  has  now  reached  five 
hundred. 

The  high  school  curriculum  was  enlarged  during  the  year  by  the 
addition  of  cooking.  The  present  arrangement  for  manual  training 
provides  cooking  and  sewing  for  the  girls  and  mechanical  drawing 
and  wood  shop  work  for  the  boys.  The  high  school  with  its  manual 
training,  commercial,  normal,  and  academic  courses  is  successfully 
meeting  the  demands  of  service  to  the  local  community. 

A  pleasant  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  co-operation  and  as- 
sistance rendered  the  schools  by  our  Parent-Teachers'  Association 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  P.  W.  Lowry  as  president.  Monthly 
meetings  were  held  during  the  course  of  the  school  term  in  which 
live  and  practical  subjects  were  brought  under  discussion  much  to 
the  profit  of  the  school.  Tn  the  early  months  of  the  term,  a  series 
of  the  most  profitable  visitors'  days  were  held  with  the  assistance 
of  this  association.  During  the  latter  portion  of  the  year,  a  series 
of  entertainments  Avere  given  of  benefit  to  the  public  which  netted 
tlie  schools  seven  hundred  dollars,  which  was  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  pianos.  All  school  buildings  are  supplied  with  at  least  one 
piano  and  the  rooms  provided  fairly  well  with  organs  and  organettes. 
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CARBONDALE— Thomas  L.  Gilmartiu. 


The  school  term  for  the  year  1911-12  closed  on  June  21,  1912. 
The  work  of  the  schools,  as  shown  by  the  number  of  children  titted 
to  take  up  more  advanced  work,  was  good.  From  our  high  school 
we  graduated  a  class  of  17  (IT  boys  and  o(J  girls).  This  was  the 
largest  class  in  the  history  of  our  school.  The  class  night  exercises 
were  held  in  the  auditoiium  of  the  high  s(:hool.  This  did  not  have 
a  seating  capacity  to  accommodate  more  than  one-half  of  the  number 
that  wished  to  attend  these  exercises.  Uiir  commencement  exercises 
were  held  in  the  Opera  House  and  were  largely  attended.  Prof, 
(juinn,  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  delivered  the  principal 
address  of  the  evening.  Mr.  A.  M.  Marks,  president  of  the  school 
board,  delivered  an  addiess  which  was  replete  with  timely  and  perti 
nent  suggestions.  The  reading  of  the  prize  essay  in  the  triangular 
contest  between  the  schools  of  Dunmore,  Honesdale  and  (Jarbondale 
was  a  feature  of  the  evening's  entertainment. 

The  number  of  different  pupils  enrolled  in  our  school  during  Ihr 
year  was  o,822  of  which  number  l,Go2  weie  males  and  1,(>70  females. 
We  had  an  average  attendance  of  9U  per  cent.  The  number  of  pupils 
completing  the  grammar  scliools  was  110.  The  vigilance  of  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  officer  very  materially  helped  our  attendance. 

In  building  ]S umber  Ten,  which  is  a  new  structure  and  modern  in 
design  and  equipment,  sanitary  drinking  louutains  were  installed  at 
the  beginning  of  the  term.  During  the  year  drinking  fountains  were 
placed  in  the  Central  Building.  We  will  in  all  piobability  have  drink 
ing  fountains  in  buildings  Number  Three  and  Eight  by  the  (jpening 
of  school  September  9th.  These  two  buildings  are  now  undergoing 
repairs.  A  new  heating  apparatus  is  ])eing  placed  in  each  and  the 
Smead  Wills  dry  closet  system  is  being  i-eplaced  with  closets  having 
sewer  connections. 

In  addition  to  the  general  institute  work  n[  the  term,  there  wern 
monthly  meetings  of  the  grade  teachers.  Topics  pertaining  to  the 
acttial  work  of  the  grades  Avere  assigned  to  certain  teacliers  n  luouth 
previous  to  the  meeting.  This  gave  them  nmple  time  in  whi(4i  to 
prepare  to  open  the  discussion.  All  w'ould  participate  in  the  general 
discussion.  The  teachers  became  so  animated  at  times  over  those 
discussions  that  on  two  occasions,  we  were  able  to  disjjose  of  only 
two  of  the  topics  assigned.  Methods  of  instruction  and  school  man- 
agement were  discussed  and  in  this  way  the  inexperienced  teacher 
was  helped  by  coming  in  contact  through  discussion  with  the  suc- 
cessful experienced   teacher. 
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We  had  our  full  share  of  discouragements.  Considerable  absence 
was  due  to  sickness  from  measles  and  scailet  fever.  A  protracted 
illness  on  the  part  of  two  teachers  served  to  keep  them  from  their 
schools  for  quite  a  period.  The  suspension  of  work  in  and  around  the 
mines  affected  our  attendance  also.  Because  the  wage  earners  of 
the  home  were  temporarily  dein-ived  of  the  means  of  earning  a  liveli- 
hood,- quite  a  few  l)0.ys  and  girls  sought  work  in  the  mills.  Not  only 
did  this  interfeie  with  our  at  tendance  but  it  also  hind'jred  progress 
correspondingly.  It  does  not  Matter  our  local  pride  to  think  that 
parents  send  their  children  to  school  because  they  cannot  find  work 
for  them  but  such  is  the  fact  as  shown  by  the  records  of  the  Super- 
intendent's office.  1  suppose  other  districts  note  the  same  tendency. 
If  is  a  condition  that  only  industrial  education  will  meet. 

Manual  training  has  come  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  important 
features  of  modem  education.  Most  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  country 
and  many  small  towns  have  made  piovision  for  technical  schools. 
Several  states  have  through  their  legislatures  made  special  appro- 
priations in  aid  of  such  schools  and  seveial  cities  are  experimenting 
with  trade  schools  vrhich  are  quite  distinct  and  in  advance  of  manual 
training  schools.  We  realize  that  we  are  behind  the  times  as  regards 
the  industrial  t mining  of  our  youth  and  hope  that  we  shall  soon 
be  able  to  get  in  line. 

The  work  done  in  the  evening  schools  last  year  was  very  success- 
ful. We  had  three  schools  in  operation.  Our  percentage  of  atten- 
dance in  these  schools  was  80. 


CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


The  adjustment  of  our  schools  to  the  new  School  Code  was  made 
with  comparative  ease.  Our  Board  previously  consisted  of  eight 
members.  Both  political  i)arties  nominated  seven  of  the  old  Board 
and  they  were  accordingly  elected  in  December,  thus  giuuanteeing 
a  continuance  of  a  non-i)artisan  administration  of  school  affairs  as 
has  existed  in  Carlisle  for  many  years. 

.  Two  new  schools  were  opened  during  the  year,  thus  relieving  in 
some  measure  a  crowded  condition  in  certain  grades.  Cnfortunately 
we  cannot  erect  school  buildings  as  readily  as  we  can  elect  teachers. 
Hence  we  have  been  lequired  to  work  under  somewhat  cramped 
conditions  in  both  high  and  grammar  schools.  This  the  Board  is 
planning  to  remedy  by  (lie  election  of  a  new  and  modern  building. 
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During  the  year  we  enrolled  1,771)  pupils.  Of  this  number  328 
were  in  the  high  school.  The  largest  and  most  popular  commeuce- 
uient  ever  held  in  Carlisle  took  place  June  13,  when  a  class  of  53 
were  awarded  diplomas. 

A  course  in  household  chemistry  for  the  girls  has  been  added  to 
the  high  school  cuiriculum.  Also  the  work  in  English  has  been 
revised  so  as  to  give  more  attention  to  declamation  and  public 
speaking. 


CHAMBEKSBUKG— Samuel  (Jeiwix. 


We  may  not  have  accomplished  all  that  we  desired,  but  we  have  no 
cause  for  discouragement.  Harmony  among  patrons,  pupils,  teachers 
and  school  officers  contributed  largely  to  our  success.  Ihere  is  a 
harmony  of  general  indifference  that  often  proves  a  serious  injury 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  school,  but  such  was  not  the  harmony  that 
prevailed  with  us.  A  desire  to  advance  along  educational  lines  was 
the  all  absorbing  power. 

We  are  proud  of  our  high  school.  The  enlarged  advantages  af- 
forded by  our  new  buildiug  have  enabled  us  to  reach  a  standard 
of  excellence  that  we  have  long  wished  to  attain,  but  which  was  not 
possible  under  former  conditions.  We  do  not  claim  perfection,  but 
we  know  we  are  now  doing  much  better  work. 

The  closing  exercise  of  our  high  school  took  place  Friday  evening, 
March  31,  at  which  time  diplomas  were  awarded  to  thirty-seven 
graduates.  A  timely  address  was  delivered  by  Rev.  I.  W.  Hendricks, 
D.  D.  The  music  for  the  occasion  was  furnished  by  the  high  school- 
orchestra,  a  very  efficient  organization. 

Our  grade  schools  closed  with  excellent  results.  Not  all  the 
teachers  in  these  schools  are  equally  good,  but  the  large  majority 
are  hard  working,  faithful  men  and  women. 

We  regret  that  we  have  not  seen  our  way  clear  to  establish  a 
course  in  manual  training,  but  we  are  sure  to  fall  in  line  at  no  dis- 
tant day.  A  systematic  course  in  drawing  is  badly  needed  in  our 
schools.  The  matter  is  beiug  agitated,  and  ere  long  we  expect  to 
have  our  wishes  gratified. 

In  many  particulars  we  recognize  the  helpfulness  of  the  new  code. 
The  opposition  that  was  very  pronounced  for  a  while  has  disappeared, 
and  the  new  order  is  now  regarded  very  favorably. 
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CHAKLEROl— James  G.  Peniz. 


On  the  whole  we  followed  much  the  same  Hues  as  were  outlined 
for  the  preceding  term,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  innovations 
which  were  the  result  of  my  recommendations  in  the  last  annual 
report.  Generalh'  1  feel  that  sufficient  progress  was  made  to  verify 
the  wisdom  of  pursuing  plans  already  laid  down.  Substantial  pro- 
gress was  made  in  certain  lines  of  the  work,  while  in  others  such  as 
language  and  arithmetic  more  attention  and  detailed  supervision 
must  be  given.  However,  the  work  in  the  group  of  the  more  im- 
portant studies  of  the  grades  was  generally  very  satisfactorily  done, 
through  the  co-operation  of  an  energetic  and  willing  force  of  teachers. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  writer  to  elimiuate  as  far  as  possible 
all  non-essentials  from  the  work  and  emphasize  those  studies  which 
will  be  most  valuable  to  the  pupil  in  his  preparation  for  life.  A 
common  fault  is  the  overestimation  of  the  limitations  and  capabilities 
ot  the  pupils  of  the  several  grades.  Too  often  are  the  children  of 
the  grades  and  high  school  required  to  do  more  than  their  stage  of 
mental  development  and  activity  Avill  permit.  In  this  connection 
we  must  not  mistake  the  real  purpose  of  the  elementary  studies. 
They  are  not  the  ends  to  be  reached  but  only  the  means  to  the 
true  ends  of  education,  namely,— the  development  of  the  child  socially, 
physically  and  mentally. 

Along  the  broader  line  of  training  considerable  attention  was  given 
to  literary  instructi(m,  training  and  practice,  siieeial  lessons  on 
morals  and  manners,  and  courses  in  civic  responsibility  and  duty. 
The  children  were  encouraged  to  beautify  tlieir  lawns  and  cultivate 
the  gardens  and  vacant  lots  about  the  city.  Nearly  one  hundred 
dollars  worth  of  flower  and  vegetable  seeds  were  purchased  by  the 
pupils  for  this  purpose.  The  pupils  also  ])layed  a  large  part  in 
encouraging  the  use  of  the  waste  paper  cans  which  were  generously 
furnished  by  our  city  council. 

We  feel  that  the  services  of  the  writing  supervisor  who  was  em- 
ployed for  the  first  term  last  year  were  very  valuable  in  laying  the 
foundation  for  future  instruction  in  their  most  valuable  and  essen- 
tial course.  I  consider  the  services  of  a  supervisor  of  writing  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  proi)er  instruction  and  results. 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  the  efl'orts  of  those  in  charge  of  the 
schools  were  appreciated  l)y  the  majority  of  the  patrons.  Much  en- 
couragement was  given  by  the  interest  shown  by  the  citizens  who 
made  more  than  eight  thousand  visits  to  the  schools  during  the  year. 
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Tile  special  i'atroiis  Day  was  a  decided  sucte.s.s.  Tli;,'  displays  iu 
the  different  rooms  showed  hard  work  by  the  teacheis  aud  good 
results  from  the  pupils.  The  fact  that  over  cue  thousand  two  hun- 
dred different  citizens  visited  the  schools  on  that  day  showed  ever 
growing  interest  in  the  proper  training  of  our  young  people. 

it  has  been  my  aim  to  encourage  the  teachers  to  put  forth  their 
best  etl'orts  to  do  good  work,  not  in  quantity  but  in  quality.  Good 
teaching  will  always  win  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  com- 
ui unity,  and  the  future  citizinship  will  testify  to  the  wisdom  and 
efficiency  of  such  a  policy.  Considerable  attention  will  be  paid  during 
I  he  coming  term  to  promote  a  higher  professional  spirit  and  a  better 
pieparation  for  efficiency.  Teachers  generally  are  willing  to  make 
sacrifices  both  financially  as  well  as  in  other  ways  for  professional 
imj>iovement,  but  unfortunately,  the  salaries  in  many  places  do  not 
warrant  the  attempt.  In  my  opinion,  no  greater  rewards  such  as 
success  aud  good  results  can  be  had  than  that  wlii(?h  comes  from 
a  properly  paid  teach;  r.  The  average  teacher  will  try  to  give  better 
service  than  her  salary  itself  justifies.  It  is  imperative  therefore, 
that  this  field  of  expenditure  should  be  generously  considered. 

It  has  been  our  aim  as  far  as  jjossible  to  follow  the  course  of 
study  suggested  by  the  State  Department  of  Education.  We  have 
found  these  suggestions  very  helpful. 

A  conservative  policy  in  the  matter  of  finances  necessiuy  fVu-  the 
operation  of  the  schools  has  been  followed.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  and  many  devices  used  to  prevent  waste  iu  school  supplies 
and  equii)ment.  A  systematic  distribution  of  supplies,  the  purchase 
of  only  such  materials  and  in  such  quantities  as  would  be  fully 
useful,  the  immediate  repair  of  damaged  books,  have  resulted  in 
considerable  saving  to  the  tax  payers. 

Some  innovations  of  the  past  year  which  denote  progress  were: 
Systeuiatic  medical  inspection  of  all  school  pupils;  authorizing  the 
adoption  of  a  four  year  high  school  course,  which  will  raise  our 
high  school  to  the  rank  of  first  grade  the  coming  year ;  and  the  pro- 
motion and  very  successful  outcome  of  the  bond  issue  to  secure 
funds  for  the  erection  of  a  neAV  school  building  to  cost  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  170,000. 

The  following  figures  will  indicate  the  growth  in  school  interest 
iu  recent  years.  The  ratio  between  the  number  of  pupils  who  entered 
Ihe  first  grades  to  those  who  finished  the  eighth  grades  and  entered 
high  school  were  seven  to  one,  four  years  ago ;  five  to  one,  three 
years  ago;  four  to  one  two  years  ago,  and  last  year,  three  to  one. 
The  high  school  enrollment  for  the  years  corresponding  to  the  last 
thiee  above  was  fifty-six,  eighty-six  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  with  pros}»Pcts  for  one  hundred  eighty  or  one  hundred  ninety 
next  year.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  two  thousand 
sixty-three  pupils  with  a  per  cent,  of  attendance  of  ninetv-six. 
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The  members  of  the  board  of  directors  fvillv  (lemoiistrated  their 
usefulness  by  the  care  and  thoughtfnlness  disi»h>_V(Ml  alonii,-  important 
lines.  Their  interest  in  the  general  care  (tf  ))uihlin.<'s,  proposed  erec 
tion  of  new  accommodations,  artificial  lighting  e({uipment  for  all 
school  rooms  as  well  as  in  nniny  other  imporljint  matters,  should 
merit  for  them  the  praise  of  all  who  have  the  welfare  of  our  young 
]»eoi)le  at  heart. 


CHELTENHAM     TOWNSHIP,     MONTGOMERY     COUNTY— Wm. 

0.  Cleaver. 


The  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  uniform  progress 
and  substantial  achievement  in  our  schools.  Following  as  we  do 
the  method  of  constant  modification  and  adjustment  to  the  conditions 
in  our  community,  there  have  been  no  radical  ihanges  or  unusual 
departures  connected  with  the  work  of  the  year.  The  more  impor- 
tant events  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  the  work  of  medical  inspection,  as 
authorized  and  directed  by  the  School  Code,  was  placed  in  charge  of 
a  regularly  a])i)ointed  inspector.  This  district  has  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  thorough  work  of  this  kind  for  three  years  ]^rio^  to  the 
passage  of  the  Code,  the  inspection  having  been  ma(U'  hy  the  Health 
Officer  of  the  district  without  compensation  and  uierely  froiu  a  sense 
of  interest  in  the  schools  and  the  public  welfar(\  The  uiethod  of 
inspection  thus  inaugurated,  with  a  few  slight  modi licat ions,  has 
been  followed  and  has  been  found  entirely  adequate  aud  satisfactory. 

The  compulsory  attendance  laAv  has  been  strictly  enforced.  The 
attendance  officer  served  forty-tAvo  ])aients  with  notices  due  to  ab 
sence  of  children  v/ithout  legal  excuse.  One  case  of  incorrigibility 
was  prosecuted  aud  turned  over  to  the  Juvenile  Court.  The  boy 
has  been  placed  in  the  school  at  Clen  ^li'.ls.  The  total  e.K]»en(litui'e 
required  in  this  work  was  |104.'*0. 

*rhe  enumeration  of  children  of  school  ao-'  Ims  always  been  iui 
perfectly  made,  and  it  is  estimated  that  ihe  district  has  never  had 
its  official  list  more  than  eighty  per  cent.  com]>lete.  An  enumerator 
has  been  appointed  by  the  P.oard  and  we  feel  sure  that  the  results 
of  this  work  when  done  under  our  immediate  direction  will  more 
than  justify  the  effort  and  expense  involved. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  has  been  good.  No  epidemics  have 
occurred  eith?r  among  r^uiils  or  teachers.  A  working  iirrangement 
has  been  entered  info  with  the  l?o;ird  of  !l"nl(li  ]>\  w]\\c]\  the  regular 


188  PUBLIC  IXSTiiUCTlON.  Off.  Doc. 

periodical  fumigatiou  oi  the  seliooi  buildings  will  be  doue  by  the 
School  Board,  while  all  atteutiou  lequired  because  ol"  the  outbreak 
oi  contagious  diseases  will  be  assumed  by  the  Board  of  Health.  For 
years  there  has  not  been  a  single  case  in  whicli  a  contagious  disease 
has  spread  through  the  mediiiUi  of  a  school  in  this  district,  a  fact 
which  we  attribute  to  the  friendly  co-operation  of  the  Health  Board 
and  tlie  school  authorities. 

The  growth  in  school  population  in  this  township  has  been  steady, 
and  several  of  our  schools  aie  becoming  crowded.  Plans  are  being 
prepared  for  the  eulargemeni  of  iwo  buildings,  and  it  is  probable 
that  in  auothei-  year  or  two  furl  her  building  operations  will  be  nec- 
essary. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  policy  deiinitely  inaugurated  by  the 
Board  during  the  year  is  that  of  enlarging  the  playgrounds  con- 
nected with  our  ditferent  school  buildings.  A  large  lot  adjoining 
our  Glenside  school  has  been  purchased  and  will  be  graded  so  as 
to  conform  with  the  playground  which  is  now  used.  A  tract  of  five 
acres  adjoining  the  high  school  at  Elkins  Park  has  also  been  pro- 
cured and  i^lans  are  being  worked  out  to  establish  here  a  high  school 
athletic  field  and  central  playground  with  quarter-mile  running  track. 
baseball  diamond,  football  gridiron,  outdoor  basketball  court  and  Ji 
number  of  tennis  courts.  AATieu  these  improvements  are  completed. 
our  only  urgent  need  in  connection  with  high  schitol  athletics  will 
be  a  gymnasium,  and  this  will  no  doubt  be  lovliicoming  in  due  course 
of  time. 


CHESTEK— Thomas  S.  Cole. 


During  the  past  year  our  high  school  course  has  been  thoroughly 
revised.  A  sharp  distinction  is  for  the  liist  time  drawn  bciweeu 
preparatory  and  non-jireparatory  courses,  and  the  regular  conuuer- 
cial  course  is  lengthened  to  four  years.  We  have  even  had  tli<' 
temerity  to  launch  a  course  which  contains  no  pine  mathematics,  but 
with  the  proviso  that  the  parent  must  ccmimunicaie  with  the  principal 
before  this  course  is  taken. 

Our  retirement  fund  has  received  over  seven  Inmdred  dollars  from 
over  forty  teachers.  lioth  of  these  numbers  will  be  much  larger 
next  year. 

We  are  building  a  four-room  addition  to  orre  of  our  eight-room 
buildings,  and  are  awarding  a  contract  for  a  twenty  r-oom  birilding 
to  take  the  place  of  three  antediluvian  sirnciures.  We  have  also 
raised  teachers'  wages  bv  }}(^}'n']\  the  same  anionni  as  the  annual 
•oost  oif  :tbp^.*^  ."hiriildings. 
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COAL  TOWNSHIP,  NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— P.  F. 

Breuuan. 


In  submitting  this,  my  tiist  annual  rei)ort  of  the  schools  of  this 
district,  I  will  make  no  attempls  to  compare  the  present  condition 
with  that  of  former  years.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  there  has 
been  no  backward  steps  but  reasonable  advancement.  Quality  rathei" 
than  quantity  has  characterized  the  work  of  the  year,  from  the  high- 
est to  the  lowest  grades  with  but  few  exceptions.  It  therefore, 
affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  year  just  closed  lias  been,  in  many 
respects,  a  most  prosperous  one  for  the  schools  of  this  township. 
1  can  truthfully  say  that,  on  the  whole,  good  woik,  and  in  many 
cases,  superior  work,  has  been  done  in  the  township  during  Uie 
past  term.  Teachers  have  been  earnest  and  conscientious  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  manifesting  a  commendable  promptness 
to  receive  and  act  on  all  suggestions  intended  to  advance  our 
schools. 

Coal  township  is  one  of  the  largest  toAvnships  in  the  State,  having 
a  population  of  nearly  seventeen  thousand  souls;  employing  eighty- 
five  teachers;  enrolling  thirty-three  hundred  school  childien;  sup- 
porting a  well  equipped  high  school  having  a  three  year  course,  en- 
gaging four  teachers  and  enrolling  ninety-six  students.  The  enroll- 
ment given  above  does  not  include  the  parochial  school  children. 

Directors,  as  a  class  have  been  active  and  interested  in  the  cause 
of  education,  and  deserve  very  much  credit  for  the  work  which  has 
been  done  to  aid  the  advancement  of  the  schools.  They  liave  been 
prompt  and  progressive,  and  in  every  way  contributed  to  the  com- 
forts and  needs  of  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  eight-room  New  Washington  building  erected  at  Springfield 
i:-"  a  fine  substantial  structure,  elegantly  equipped  and  neatly  fur- 
nished. This  building  is  one  of  the  most  modern  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  The  building  was  opened  with  imposing  ceremonies;  an 
elaborate  programme  having  been  arranged  suitable  to  the  occasion. 
Hundreds  of  school  patrons  visited  the  school  and  pronounced  it  a 
decided  success. 

Patrons  Day  was  well  observed  in  all  the  schools  throughout  the 
district.  Excellent  programs  were  rendered  consisting  of  recitations, 
addresses,  music  and  drills.  An  exihibit  of  each  puipl's  work  was 
displayed  by  the  teachers  affording  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
C(*mpaiing  the  work  of  the  several   grades,   thus  stimulating  both 


190  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

teachers  and  jmpils  1o  bolter  irsuhs.  Vevy  iiuiiiy  vi  the  schools  were 
crowded  hv  patrons  wlio  are  always  pleased  to  attend  the  exercises 
and  show  an  interest  in  the  woi-k  done  by  the  children  during  the 
year. 

The  twelfth  annual  comnieucemeut  of  the  hi<j,h  school  was  beld  in 
the  Grand  Opera  ilouse  whery  a  class  of  thirteen  boys  and  twelve 
girls  Avere  graduated,  this  is  a  huge  class  when  it  is  considered  that 
a  number  of  these  students  came  a  distance  of  four  miles;  at  least, 
sixty  per  cent,  came  a  distance  of  two  miles  or  more.  The  per  cent, 
of  attendance  for  the  year  was  ninety-seven.  A\"here  the  high  school 
is  well  attended,  and  where  public  feeling  upholds  the  otHcers  of  the 
school  board  in  making  expenditui-es  necessary  to  make  such  a  school 
thoroughly  up-to-date,  it  goes  without  saying  that  every  othei-  i>aii 
o!"  the  school  system  is  equally  well  supported  and  maintained. 

Our  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  was  held  this  year  in  February. 
It  was  pronounced  by  parties  competent  to  judge  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  ever  held  in  the  district.  All  our  teachers  were  in  at- 
tendance at  every  session  and  so  intense  and  sincere  was  tlie  in 
terest  manifested  that  no  teacher  was  absent  or  lardy.  The  teachers 
deserve  commendation  for  the  aid  given  to  make  the  institute  a 
success.  The  institute  was  deeply  interesting  and  eminently  practi- 
cal. The  instructors  were:  Charles  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg  State 
Normal  School,  Miss  Lilian  Johnson,  Principal  of  Model  School, 
Kutztown  State  Normal  School;  J.  W.  Sweeney,  Superintendent  Elk 
county  schools ;  Charles  Lose,  Superintendent  of  Williamsport  schools ; 
L.  E.  McGinnis,  Superintendent  of  Steelton  schools;  Dr.  Byron  King, 
School  of  Oratory,  Pittsburgh ;  Professor  O.  H.  Yetter,  Director  of 
Music,  Bloomsburg. 

Mr.  John  Parker,  one  of  our  most  successful  young  teachers,  died 
after  a  very  short  illness.  He  was  a  young  man  of  fine  physique  and 
a  genial  happy  disposition  which  endeared  him  to  many  friends. 

Our  teachers  are  cheerfully  res]>onding  to  the  feature  of  the  School 
Code  relative  to  the  advanced  standard  of  (lualification  for  the  teach- 
ing profession.  A  large  number  have  iaken  the  examination  for 
professional  certificates,  while  not  a  feAv  have  had  additional  sub- 
jects added  to  their  permanent  certificates. 

The  medical  inspection  law  has  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of 
our  Board  of  Education.  A  medical  inspector  was  appointed  and 
the  results  of  his  investigation  show  beyond  n  question  the  absolute 
necessity  for  such  an  official. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  throughout  the  district  have  taken  up  witi) 
a  zest  the  spirit  of  the  circular  sent  out  by  the  Pennsylvania  Con- 
servation Association.  On  more  than  one  occasion  they  have 
promptly  assisted  in  quenching  forest  fires. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  directors  for  mv  unanimous  election,  the 
Department  for  courtesies  extended,  the  directors  whose  fairminded- 
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ness  and  lojaltj  to  their  trusts,  and  those  teachers  whose  fidelity  to 
their  positions  and  hearty  sympathy  and  co-operations  made  the 
year's  work  easier  as  well  as  successful.  My  sincere  thanks  are 
gratefully  tendered  to  all  the  people  of  the  district  at  whose  hands 
[  received  during  the  year  the  kindest  treatment. 


COATESN'ILLE— W.  T.   Gordon. 


Notwithstanding  many  serious  interruptions  to  school  work,  the 
year  that  has  just  closed  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  success  along 
almost  every  line  educational. 

At  the  opening  of  school  last  fall  a  new  or  revised  course  of  study 
was  introduced  for  the  grades  below  the  high  schools.  This  course 
of  study  reduced  the  time  spent  in  these  grades  to  eight  years 
instead  of  nine  years  as  had  previously  been.  This  change  made 
necessary  a  reclassification  of  all  of  our  grade  pupils,  which,  for  a 
short  time,  caused  considerable  annoyance  not  only  to  teachers  and 
pupils,  but  to  parents  as  well ;  but  by  the  middle  of  the  term  every 
thing  was  again  running  smoothly,  and  every  one  seemed  happy 
in  his  work. 

Scarcely  had  we  settled  down  to  good  work  when  our  town  was 
stricken  with  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  and  mumps.  So  severe 
?ind  prevalent  became  these  epidemics  that  they  seriously  affected 
the  attendance  of  our  pupils  at  school.  Finally  our  schools  became 
so  thoroughly  demoialized  that  we  were  obliged  to  close  them  en- 
tirely for  a  period  of  about  three  weeks.  After  the  schools  were 
reopened  on  March  25,  the  attendance  was  still  small ;  and  many 
of  the  pupils  did  not  return  again  during  i\\e  remainder  of  the  term. 
The  demoralizing  effect  of  these  epidemics  upon  our  schools  will 
he  in  evidence  for  at  least  another  year. 

It  would  seem  that  our  cuy>  of  misfortune  was  not  yet  full;  for 
<on  the  11th  of  March  all  of  the  middle  portion  of  our  Main  street 
group  of  buildings  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Six  rooms  were  totally 
'destroyed  and  six  others  very  much  damaged.  This  made  it  neces- 
sary to  provide  accommodations  for  twelve  schools,  which  we  did 
h^  repairing  the  six  damaged  rooms  suificiently  to  enable  ns  to  use 
them,  nnd  dividing  each  in  half  by  board  partitions,  thus  making 
twelve  small  rooms — sufficient,  in  a  way.  to  afford  relief  for  the  time 
"being.  While  the  destruction  of  this  building  would  seem  to  be  a  mis- 
farhiTisip.  we  nro  iucliupd  to  look  upon  it  as  a  blessing  in   disguise: 

IB 
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for  it  has  unexpectedly  opened  up  an  elegant  site  and  aii'orded  an 
opportunity  for  erecting  a  new  and  up-to-date  liigli  school  building, 
01  which  we  have  long  been  much  in  mied.  It  now  seems  almost 
certain  that  such  a  building  will  be  erected  on  the  siie  of  the  de^- 
stioyed  building;  but,  owing  to  some  legal  iechnicalities,  we  shalll 
not  be  able  to  begin  its  erection  until  next  spring.  In  my  next  report., 
1  hope  to  be  able  to  report  progress. 

From  present  indications,  our  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  grades  Avill' 
be  much  overcrowded  during  next  term.  If  rooms  were  available,. 
we  should  open  one  new  room  in  each  of  these  grades.  This,  how- 
ever, seems  impossible  at  present. 

Notwithstanding  we  shall  be  obliged  to  work  under  somewhat 
unfavorable  conditions  during  next  term,  we  hoi)e,  by  special  effort, 
to  make  the  coming  year  the  best  in  our  history. 


COLUMBIA— H.  W.  Dodd. 


1  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  Columbia  borough 
school    district. 

The  schools  closed  Thursday,  June  Gth. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day  the  commencement  exercises  were  held 
in  the  opera  house.  The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  Dr.  William  A, 
Granville,  Piesident  of  Pennsylvania  College.  Fifteen  young  men 
and  women  received  diplomas. 

The  teachers  all  agree  with  the  superintendent  that  we  have  spent 
a  year  very  profitably.  The  several  changes  in  our  curriculum  are 
expected  to  show  improved  results  during  the  next  year. 

It  has  been  decided  to  install  a  school  filing  system  whereby  ai 
cjireful  record  of  each  pupil's  progress,  health,  and  deportment  cam 
be  kept  permanently.  From  this  record  reports  can  promptly  hjRi 
made  to  the  State  or  Federal  Educational  Bureaus. 

Many  of  our  patrons  are  greatly  interested  in  our  Home  Schooll 
League  organized  during  the  past  winter  by  our  teachers  together' 
with  some  of  our  leading  school  friends.  Much  good  is  being  done 
for  the  pupils,  schools,  and  parents. 

The  tax  rate  for  school  purposes  was  raised  from  7  to  9  mills. 
This  was  necessitated  by  the  school  law  limiting  the  floating  in- 
debtedness. It  is  hoped  that  by  settling  our  financial  difficulties 
through  this  increase,  a  way  maybe  paved  for  the  ftrectloTi  of  a  new 
high   school  building. 
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We  are  hoping  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  millions 
of  dollars  invested  in  normal  school  property  can  be  made  nse  of  dur- 
ing the  summer  vacation  for  the  training  of  teachers  in  service. 
Especially  is  something  of  this  character  needed  when  we  read  that 
in  1910,  in  forty-five  counties  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  forty- 
one  per  cent,  of  all  the  new  teachers  employed  had  absolutely  no 
j)rofessional  training. 


CONNELLSVILLE—  Stanley  P.  Ashe. 


The  school  year  of  1911-12  has  closed  with  the  best  enrollment  in 
I  lie  history  of  our  schools — 1,269  males  and  1,321  females,  total  2,590. 
Our  high  school  showed  a  marked  increase  in  numbers,  the  total 
being  417,  173  of  which  were  males  and  244  females.  This  of  course 
does  not  include  parochial  or  business  schools  conducted  in  the 
borough. 

Considerable  interest  was  manifested  in  the  second  annual  institute 
held  during  two  days  in  November  and  three  days  in  December.  Our 
instructors  were  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Harrisburg;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson, 
Columbus ;  Dean  Wm.  G.  Chambers,  Pittsburgh ;  Superintendent  C; 
G.  Lewellyn.  Brownsville:  Miss  Anna  B.  Thomas,  California;  Mis» 
Edna  Vaughn  Fisher,  Miss  Agnes  M.  Connell,  and  Miss  Rose  Leader, 
Pittsbugh. 

This  was  the  first  year  of  our  centralized  grammar  school  run 
on  the  departmental  plan.  We  feel  that  those  who  will  enter  high 
school  in  September  are  better  prepared  than  any  class  that  has  en- 
tered in  recent  years.  We  think  this  fact  is  due  to  the  centralized 
school  and  the  departmental  method  of  instruction. 

During  the  summer  we  are  conducting  a  play  ground  and  open 
air  kindergarten  on  the  central  school  grounds.  Considerable  interest 
is  manifested  l>y  the  city  in  this,  our  first  attempt. 

For  the  coming  year  the  school  board  has  raised  the  salaries  of 
teachers  to  the  extent  of  |2,020.00.  We  are  still  conducting  our 
teacher's  reading  courses  and  feel  that  much  good  has  been  accom- 
jtlished  this  year. 

For  the  coming  year  we  have  added  four  new  grade  teachers,  one 
new  high  f^chool  teacher,  and  a  supervisor  of  drawing.  The  ad- 
ditional grade  tonchers  have  been  added  to  relieve  congestion  in 
certain  school  buildings  of  the  town. 

13__r,_19i2 
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The  work  of  the  schooLs  during  the  jtast  year  has  been  done  with 
an  earnestness  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  that  conld  not  help  pro- 
ducing good  results.  We  realize  we  have  made  mistakes,  but  hope 
to  profit  by  them  during  the  coming  year. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— Frank  L.  Cloud. 


The  Conshohocken  public  schools  have  made  progress  during  the 
past  school  year,  although  changes  were  made  in  the  faculty  during 
the  school  year. 

The  attendance  for  the  year  has  beeen  good  iu  spite  of  the  con- 
tagious diseases  which  we  had  in  the  borough.  The  percentage  of 
attendance  compares  very  favorably  with  that  of  any  of  the  past 
years.  The  enrollment  shows  an  increase.  The  laws  regarding  ir- 
regular attendance  have  been  enforced  with  good  results  to  schools 
and  pupils. 

The  course  of  study  is  the  same  as  last  year  with  the  addition  of 
mechanical  drawing  as  an  elective  subject  in  our  manual  training 
department.  The  work  in  this  line  was  started  in  February.  The 
results  obtained  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  exceeded  our  expectations. 
We  are  anticipating  greater  results  in  the  year  to  come. 

We  have  continued  the  policy  of  adorning  our  schools  with  good 
pictures,  twelve  having  been  added  during  the  year.  Some  of  these 
were  gifts  from  individuals  and  classes.  We  hope  in  this  way  to 
add  not  only  to  the  attractiveness  of  our  school  buildings,  but  also  to 
give  to  the  pupil  practical  examples  of  good  pictures  so  that  their 
artistic  sense  may  be  aided  and  in  a  measure  trained. 

Our  school  property  is  being  thoroughly  repaired  and  placed  iu 
grod  condition.  The  main  room  of  the  high  school  is  being  kalsomined 
and  a  metal  ceiling  in  process  of  installation.  Our  toilet  system  had 
become  somewhat  antiquated  and  needed  attention  badly.  Our  Board 
of  Education  looked  into  conditions  and  as  a  result  a  new  toilet  sys- 
tem, up-to-date  in  every  respect,  is  in' process  of  construction,  which 
when  completed  will  cost  three  thousand  dollars. 

To  show  their  appreciation  of  the  very  efficient  service  rendered 
by  some  of  our  teachers  the  Board  of  Education  increased  the  salaries 
of  six  teachers  with  promise  of  more  to  follow  next  year. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
support  I  have  received  from  the  Board,  and  congratulate  them  for 
tlie  harmony  exipsting  in  their  mid«t,  and  their  oneness  of  purpose. 
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COREY— L.  E.  Cross. 


The  year  1911-12  brought  many  handicaps  to  the  Coiry  schools. 
Change  in  superintendents  is  always  attended  lor  the  tirst  year  with 
the  lack  of  perfect  understanding  that  is  possible  when  the  same 
teachers  and  superintendent  have  been  working  in  harmony  for  a 
long  term  of  years.  The  year  also  brought  a  change  in  high  school 
principals.  Mr.  C.  C.  Bovard  was  made  principal  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  of  work  he  was  compelled 
to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health.  Inability  to  lind  a  suitable  man 
to  fill  the  vacancy  shifted  the  work  of  this  office  to  the  lot  of  the 
Superintendent. 

Furthermore  the  attendance  of  the  schools  both  in  grades  and  high 
school  was  the  largest  in  our  history.  This  necessitated  the  election 
ot  a  new  grade  teacher  and  shifting  two  whole  grades  from  First  Ward 
IJuilding  to  the  Second  Ward  Building. 

The  loyality  and  efficiency  of  the  teachers,  the  hard  work  of  the 
Board  of  Education  and  the  co-operation  of  teachers  with  Superin- 
tendent made  the  work  highly  successful  in  spite  of  these  handicaps. 

TNTiiie  retaining  the  features  of  the  schools  that  time  has  proved 
to  be  valuable  roads  to  culture,  the  policy  has  been  progressive.  To 
the  special  departments  already  installed,  viz:  Manual  training, 
drawing,  and  commercial,  was  added  that  of  household  science  and 
economics.  Miss  Grace  Love,  educated  at  Cornell  University,  was 
elected  to  have  charge.  She  had  full  authority  to  organize  and  pur 
chase  equipment.  Sixtj'-nine  young  women  took  the  cooking  courses 
and  more  than  double  that  number  the  sewing. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  was  revised.  More  English 
was  added,  a  more  liberal  line  of  science  arranged,  and  greater  op- 
portunity given  to  vary  the  electives.  Mechanical  drawing  was  also 
added  to  the  scientific  course  which  prepares  for  entrance  to  technical 
schools. 

What  we  consider  the  most  important  change  was  to  provide  better 
accommodations  for  the  pupils  who  are  able  to  advance  faster  than 
the  average,  and,  especially,  for  those  who  are  unable  to  progress  as 
rapidly  as  the  average.  This  was  done  by  providing  a  special  teacher 
who  did  individual  work  with  those  who  were  retarded,  and  with 
those  who  by  this  tutoring  were  able  to  take  advanced  standing. 
It  was  surprising  how  many  suggestions  this  special  teacher  was  able 
to  make  to  the  teachers  that  opened  their  eyes  to  better  treatment  of 
defective  children.     Every  teacher  knows  how  many  retarded  boys 
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and  girls  drop  from  school  aud  go  to  work  because  the  teacher  retained 
them  in  a  grade  for  a  second  year  on  account  of  their  being  not  quite 
prepared  for  advancement.  We  are  very  much  gratified  to  report 
that  this  has,  to  a  large  extent,  been  stopped  by  the  special  teacher's 
ability  to  give  the  slow  but  earnest  bo}'  the  essentials  that  enabled 
him  unhampered  to  go  on  with  his  fellows. 

We  need  more  money  for  our  work.  We  need  a  new  modern 
building  in  our  First  Ward.  Next  year  we  shall  have  an  additional 
teacher  in  the  high  school  and  another  in  the  grades.  We  need 
medical  inspection  of  schools.  On  account  of  large  attendance  in 
the  high  school,  we  need  a  special  building  for  the  Public  Library 
v/hich  is  supported  with  school  funds. 

We  feel  that  all  these  needs  will  be  supplied.  The  public  is  alive 
It)  the  importance  of  public  education,  and  we  have  confidence  in 
the  liberality  of  the  people. 


DANVILLE— D.  N.  Dieifenbacher. 


During  the  year  there  have  been  no  radical  changes  in  plans  or 
methods  of  work  and  no  attempts  to  procure  spectacular  results. 
The  annals  of  success  in  educational  affairs  are  generally  written 
in  quietness  and  peace;  the  best  progress  can  not  be  recorded;  it 
fails  to  advertise  itself.  The  teacheis,  principals,  and  superintendent 
have  done  whatever  was  within  their  power  to  raise  the  standard  of 
work  and  to  increase  the  efliciency  of  the  instruction.  These  efforts 
have  met  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  success  and  our  schools  are 
better  than  they  were  one  year  ago. 

Progress  in  school  work  is  brought  about  most  effectively  by  choos- 
ing one  or  two  lines  along  which  to  make  special  efforts  each  year. 
This  impetus  is  carried  over  into  succeeding  years  and  often  lasts 
until  that  particular  subject  or  department  of  work  can  again  be 
made  an  object  of  special  endeavor.  Principals  and  teachers  are 
co-operating  with  me  this  year  to  accomplish  two  results,  first,  to 
give  more  systematic  personal  attention  to  i^upils  w^hose  work  is  below 
grade,  and  second,  to  increase  the  sympathy  and  improve  the  relation- 
ship between  pupils  and  teachers.  There  is  no  implication  that  our 
schools  have  been  deficient  in  these  matters,  but  there  is  room  for  im- 
provement. Each  pupil  who  is  not  doing  passing  work  is  reported 
to  me  monthly,  with  a  statement  of  the  special  effort  being  made  by 
the  teacher  ti»  improve  his  standing.     The  results  are  proving  very 
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satisfactory.  From  the  tone  of  these  reports  it  is  evident  that  the 
teacners  gcneraliy  are  oareiuiiy  analyzing;  tne  case  oi  eacn  pupil 
wno  IS  nuc  uoing  sausiacLory  vvoik,  ueLeiUimmg  so  lar  as  pu^&xoiu 
the  reasons  tor  nis  lauure,  and  aoing  at  itasi  aii  mai  couiu  ue  ex- 
pected to  help  the  pupil  improve  his  standing,  ihe  leacuer  cans  on 
the  parenis  lo  solicit  tneir  Uelp  vvlienever  suck  an  appeal  is  Uiveiy 
to  be  benehcial.  !She  is  usually  received  m  the  rigkt  spirit  and  wnen- 
evei-  the  contrary  is  true  she  has  the  satisfaction  ot  knowing  Liiat  sUe 
has  none  her  best  for  the  pupil  and  that  not  ail  tbe  respunsiuiiiiy 
for  failure  rests  with  the  scliool.  Ihe  resuks  of  this  enort  are  as 
satisiactory  in  the  high  school  as  in  the  giaues.  Ibe  spirit  oi  the 
school  IS  good. 

Equally  good  results  are  being  secured  in  the  attempt  to  improve 
the  relations  between  teaclieis  and  pupiis.  'ihe  number  ol  cases  of 
corporal  punishmeut  has  been  gieatly  reduced,  and  the  cases  reported 
are  limited  to  a  tew  rooms,  i  have  very  little  fault  to  bnd  with  tlie 
fact  tliat  there  are  occasional  cases  of  corijorai  punishment  and  I 
have  much  sympathy  for  the  teachers,  many  of  whom  are  daily  con- 
trolling by  moral  suasion  alone  a  half-dozen  or  more  pu^jils  who  are 
almost  entirely  uncontrolled  during  the  time  they  are  out  of  the 
school  room.  This  is  no  easy  task.  It  seems  self  evident  that  credit 
should  be  given  the  teachers  for  what  they  are  accomplishing, 
at  least  as  freely  as  criticism  is  ottered  for  what  they  fail  to  accom- 
plish, but  that  is  not  always  the  case.  A  greatly  exaggerated  account 
of  some  trilling  occurrence  in  a  school  room  or  an  unpleasant  report 
vv'ith  no  basis  of  fact  whatever  makes  more  of  an  impression  upon 
the  public  than  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  work  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers. 

The  subject  of  drawing  was  intioduced  into  our  schools  about  the 
middle  of  the  term.  Miss  Virginia  O.  McQuiston,  of  the  liloomsburg 
State  ]S'ormal  School,  w^as  elected  drawing  supervisor.  She  made  an 
excellent  beginning  in  the  work.  She  is  abreast  of  the  times  in  her 
etiort  to  correlate  her  work  with  that  of  the  regular  teachers  and 
to  introduce  as  much  construction  woik  as  time  and  other  conditions 
will  allow.  The  aim  has  been  to  make  the  course  a  practical  one  and 
to  teach  drawing,  not  as  a  mere  formal  exercise,  an  abstract  idea  to 
be  cast  aside  without  a  thought  after  the  lesson  is  over,  but  to  teach 
drawing  and  the  practical  application  of  it  in  making  objects  of  use 
in  the  school  and  in  the  home;  to  vitalize  the  interest  of  the  children 
in  history,  geography,  music,  arithmetic,  nature  and  literature.  In 
the  high  school  the  aim  is  to  develop  the  work  in  such  a  way  as  to 
equip  the  student,  at  the  eud  of  his  course,  not  only  with  a  knowledge 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  drawing,  but  with  such  a  knowledge 
of  art  as  will  give  him  a  better  appreciation  of  arts  of  all  ages  and 
a  fuller  understanding  of  it  in  relation  to  his  own  life.  The  attitude 
of  both  teachers  and  pupils  toward  drawing  is  the  very  best. 
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In  .conclusion,  1  wish  to  tliank  the  State  Departmeut  for  continued 
courtesy  and  help  given  me ;  the  School  Board,  principals  and  teacher^ 
for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  this  noble  and  ennobling  work. 


DAKBY— Charles  P.  Sweeny. 


As  1  view  the  matter,  this  has  been  the  best  year  the  Darby  schools 
have  had.  The  board  of  school  directors  has  shown  a  great  interest 
ill  the  schools  during  the  entire  year,  giving  harmonious  and  co-opera- 
tive support  to  all  recommendations  and  every  requisition  made  by 
the  superintendent  for  the  enhancement  of  popular  education.  The 
teachers  have  been  energetic  and  in  sympathy  with  the  school  manage- 
uient.  The  enrollment  has  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year.  The 
enrollment  of  114  in  the  high  school  is  also  the  largest  in  our  history. 
The  senior  class  of  the  high  school  numbering  24,  10  girls  and  8 
hoys  was  the  largest  class  ever  graduated. 

Kobert  M.  Smith,  the  salutatorian  of  the  class  of  1912,  was  pre- 
sented with  a  fine  medal  by  our  school  board,  commemorating  the 
young  man's  perfect  attendance  for  eleven  successive  years  of  200 
days  each. 

Our  school  buildings  are  commodious,  up-to-date,  well  lighted, 
heated  and  ventilated.  They  are  surrounded  by  spacious  play  grounds 
and  have  all  the  requirements  for  good  sanitary  conditions. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  current  school  term,  manual  training  was 
introduced  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  Eight  and  one-half 
hours  per  week  are  given  to  the  work,  and  girls  as  well  as  boys  do 
the  required  duties. 

Ever  alert  in  the  matter  of  sanitary  conditions,  we  have  had  the 
"Trenjer  Bubble  Drinking  Fountain"  placed  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  all  the  pupils  in  our  school  buildings. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  May  last,  our  school  directors  aided 
by  the  teachers  in  the  Walnut  Street  Building,  gave  a  reception  and 
entertainment  to  the  veterans  of  the  G.  A.  R.  aud  also  to  members 
of  local  patriotic  societies.  A  drill,  patriotic  songs  and  the  presen- 
tation of  a  large,  living  flag  by  00  boys  and  girls  were  marked  features 
of  the  evening  exercises.  The  addresses  made  weie  full  of  lessons 
of  love  of  country,  liberty  and  not  license,  as  well  as  due,  and  whole- 
some respect  for  heroic  valor. 

In  conclusion,  I  hereby  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Department  for 
many  acts  of  official  courtesy. 
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DICKSON  CITY— James  P.  Wilson. 


On  June  the  ITtli,  the  Dickson  City  schools  closed  another  success- 
ful school  year.  The  enrollment  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
the  borough.    The  total  enrollment  was  1,518. 

Six  years  ago  the  district  employed  four  teachers  above  the  third 
grade,  during  the  past  year  we  have  employed  nine  teachers  above 
the  third  grade. 

The  question  of  overcrowded  school  rooms  has  been  one  of  the  most 
pressing  questions  with  us  during  the  past  few  years.  In  September, 
1009.  we  opened  our  new  high  school  building  containing  eleven 
rooms.  In  September,  1910,  we  were  compelled  to  rent  three  school 
rooms.  During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1911,  we  added  to  No.  3 
building  six  large  rooms  which  makes  No.  .3  a  fine  ten  room  building. 

The  worst  drawback  that  has  come  to  our  schools  during  the  past 
year  has  been  a  general  epidemic  of  mumps  and  measles.  Our  attend- 
ance has  been  the  poorest  that  we  have  ever  had. 

Dickson  City  can  look  forward  to  a  successful  term  of  school  the 
coming  year.  We  have  plenty  of  school  room  for  the  coming  year 
for  the  first  in  a  long  time.  We  have  an  excellent  corps  of  teachers, 
our  pupils  are  well  graded. 


DUBOIS— William  R.   Straughu. 


The  Grade  Schools. 

Next  year  we  shall  have  promotion  twice  a  year  in  the  grades.  This 
is  to  benefit  those  pupils  who  for  one  reason  or  another  might  be  re- 
tained more  than  one  year  in  a  grade,  and  for  those  pupils  who  have 
not  sufficient  work  to  keep  them  busy  and  are  therefore  in  need  of 
more  rapid  promotion. 

High  School. 

An  emergency  room  has  been  equijiped  in  the  high  school.  It  has 
l>een  used  a  number  of  times  and  has  fully  justified  the  small  ex^ 
penditure  needed  to  furnish  it. 
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The  high  school  auditorium  has  been  seated.  This  gives  the  people 
of  DuBois  an  excellent  hall  for  public  pui-poses. 

A  high,  price  public  school  lecture  course  has  been  arranged  for 
next  year,  and  the  tickets  will  be  sold  at  such  a  price  that  the  students 
as  well  as  the  patrons  of  the  schools,  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
attend.  We  expect  to  purchase  a  moving  picture  machine,  to  be 
placed  in  the  auditorium,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  some  of  the 
subjects  studied  in  our  schools. 

Manual  training  for  boys,  domestic  science  for  girls,  and  agricul- 
ture for  boys  and  girls,  have  been  made  a  part  of  our  high  school 
course  for  the  coming  year.  In  the  manual  training  department 
some  heavy  pieces  of  machinery  have  been  ordered.  A  university 
graduate  has  been  obtained  to  take  charge  of  this  department,  and 
he  will  be  assisted  by  a  practical  carpenter  and  mechanic.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  boys  of  the  high  school  will  be  able  to  aid  in  making 
repairs  on  the  school  buildings  in  the  borough.  Nearly  all  of  the 
girls  in  the  high  school  have  expressed  a  desire  to  take  domestic 
science.  We  hope  in  another  year  to  be  able  to  introduce  both  of 
these  subjects  in  the  grades.  The  course  in  agriculture  is  made  com- 
pulsory with  chemistry.  We  have  no  special  equipment,  but  expect 
that  some  of  the  local  business  men  will  see  that  we  have  sufficient 
land  for  practical  purposes. 

Two  literary  societies  have  been  introduced  into  the  high  school 
for  the  coming  year.  The  High  School  Alumni  Association  has  of- 
fered to  the  society  winning  in  an  annual  contest  in  debate  and 
oratory,  a  beautiful  oak  shield  on  which  will  be  inscribed  the  name  of 
the  winning  society  and  the  names  of  the  winners  for  that  society. 
This  shield  will  be  placed  in  the  auditorium,  and  each  year  another 
shield  will  be  added.  The  auditorium  walls  will,  therefore,  commem- 
orate the  loyalty  of  the'Aiumni  Association  and  the  deeds  of  the  high 
school. 

The  high  school  is  in  need  of  a  well  equipped  library.  Plans  are 
being  worked  out  by  which  we  expect  to  make  some  progress  during 
the  coming  year. 

By  making  an  a])propriation  to  athletics  the  school  directors  have 
assumed  control  of  all  athletic  affairs  in  the  high  school. 


DUN^rORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


Our  annual  school  term  chased  June  14,  1912.  It  began  with  the 
Annual  Teachers'  Institute  which  was  held  continuously  for  a  week 
and  was  followed  by  195  days  of  actual  teaching. 
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For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  schools,  definite  work  in 
physical  training  was  taken  up.  While  nothiug  very  elaborate  was 
attempted,  yet  very  substantial  progress  was  made.  A  morning  re- 
cess period  of  fifteen  minutes  was  set  aside  for  organized  games; 
basket  ball  courts  were  provided  in  the  school  yards  and  buildings 
and  a  base  ball  league  formed  in  which  all  the  schools  had  represen- 
tatives. All  the  work  was  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers  and 
the  results  in  every  respect  were  very  gratifying  indeed. 

The  year  just  closed  is  to  be  particularly  noted  for  the  work  in 
music.  A  point  has  been  reached  where  it  can  be  said  that  every 
child  loves  music.  Every  child  in  Dunmore  sings  and  does  it  because 
he  likes  to  do  it.  We  can  see  the  influence  that  music  has  had  on  the 
children  everywhere  throughout  the  to^vn.  In  the  grades,  nothing 
but  the  best  is  now  attempted.  The  high  school  students  go  out  know- 
ing at  least  three  hundred  classical  selections.  The  compulsory 
education  law  was  strictly  enforced  throughout  the  year.  It  was 
necessary  to  make  but  few  arrests. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  on  Friday  evening,  June  14th, 
Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education, 
was  the  orator  of  the  occasion.  Twenty  young  people  were  given 
diplomas  in  the  Latin  scientific  course  and  six  in  the  commercial 
course.  Three  were  given  certificates  in  stenography  and  typewriting 
and  one  in  bookkeeping. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  resignations  of  Prof.  Davis,  who  for 
many  years  Avas  head  of  the  Science  Department,  and  Miss  Stella 
AVilz,  Principal  of  the  Commercial  Department,  of  the  high  school, 
were  received.  To  succeed  the  former,  Prof.  H.  IT.  Foster,  of  the 
Edinboro  Normal  School  was  secured,  and  for  the  latter  position, 
Prof.  C.  E.  Dwight,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa. 


EASTON— Wra.  W.  Cottingham. 


Looking  backward  over  the  year's  work  in  our  schools  we  unhesi- 
tatingly say  that  our  educaticmal  j)r()gress  has  kept  pace  with  the  in- 
dustrial advancement  of  our  city. 

The  change  under  the  new  code  from  twenty-four  (24)  members  of 
the  Board  of  Control  to  seven  (7)  members  has  been  a  great  advantage 
in  many  important  ways  that  malie  for  better  schools.  Under  the 
new  code  the  members  work  faithfully  and  plan  for  the  highest 
efficiency  of  the  school  system.     Their  aim  and  purpose  is  to  give 
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every  facility  towards  placing  our  schools  upon  the  highest  plane 
possible.  They  fully  realize  that  the  future  of  our  schools  is  not 
wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers. 

Close  and  efficient  supervision,  a  sound  system,  high  aims  and 
noble  purposes,  a  good  teaching  force,  and  all  working  in  harmony 
for  educational  advancement  tend  toward  progress  all  along  the 
line.  It  is  not  enough  to  lay  special  stress  on  the  essentials  in  text 
book  work,  but  a  high  moral  tone  must  be  sought  and  worked  for 
that  the  growing  youth  may  mature  into  a  good  and  noble  citizen. 
It  is  not  what  we  plan,  but  what  we  achieve  that  counts. 

The  work  in  manual  training  the  past  year  has  been  very  successful 
under  the  instruction  of  our  efficient  manual  training  teacher,  Mr. 
H.  A.  Albright.  Next  year  the  manual  training  work  will  extend 
through  all  the  grades  and  domestic  science  added  to  our  curriculum 
for  which  preparations  are  now  being  made.  While  the  boys  were 
being  instructed  in  manual  training  work,  the  girls  were  instructed 
in  sewing. 

This  year  the  graduating  class  consisted  of  eighty  (80)  pupils, 
thirty-one  (31)  boys  and  forty-nine  (49)  girls.  The  exercises  were 
held  in  the  opera  house,  June  27th,  and  judging  from  the  character 
of  the  orations  and  essays  and  the  high  standing  the  class  maintained 
through  the  w^hole  four  years  of  its  course,  we  feel  assured  that  much 
hard  and  laborious  work  has  been  accomplished  and  a  solid  founda- 
tion laid  for  the  future  success  of  the  class. 

The  scholarships  and  prizes  given  for  good  and  meritorius  work 
in  the  school  course  constitute  a  notable  feature  at  our  graduating 
exercises.  Two  scholarships  to  Lafayette  College  and  one  to  Goucher 
College  were  given  for  high  scholastic  attainment.  A  commercial  and 
German  prize  were  also  given  for  meritorious  work  in  the  respective 
courses. 

The  gi'ade  work  in  all  the  schools  has  been  well  done  and  the  many 
promotions  throughout  the  city  give  evidence  of  successful  work  in 
all  the  schools. 

The  public  library  is  a  very  helpful  institution  to  both  teachers 
and  pupils.  The  lecture  courses  during  the  year  were  inspiring  and 
helpful  to  the  teachers,  while  the  pupils  have  the  opportunity  to  make 
use  of  the  reference  books  and  pursue  a  course  of  good  reading.  Every 
Saturday  afternoon  the  library  is  open  to  the  children  and  a  compe 
tent  iustnictor  provides  entertainment  for  them  which  tends  to 
imbue  tlcm  with  a  taste  for  good  and  wholesome  literature. 


No.  6.  ERIE.  ^^>S 


EKIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


The  total  enrollment  in  the  public  schools  of  Erie  for  the  year 
1911-1912  was  9,094.    It  was  distributed  as  follows: 

High  School,   924 

Normal  Department,    27 

Mechanical  Drawing-, 31 

Fresh  Air  School, 19 

Grades,    7,689 

Kindergarten,    259 

Mght  School, 158 

Total  (less  duplicates), 9,094 

The  parochial  school  enrollment  (Catholic)  was, 3,772 

The  private  school  enrollment  (Non-Catholic )  was, 47 

The  business  school  enrollment  was, §65 

Total  for  all  schools,  I 13,478 

Taking  Manual  Training,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  400 
boys. 

Taking  Domestic  Science,  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  400  girls. 

Boys  and  girls,  14  to  16,  working  in  shops,  1,200. 

We  are  still  teaching  German  in  all  grades,  cost  |9,500  per  year. 

New  features  of  school  work  in  Erie  in  the  last  ten  years  are  as 
follows : 

The  Ungraded  School, |800  00 

The  Ungraded  Home  School, 600  00 

Commercial  Dept.,  High  School, 3,800  00 

Domestic  Science, 900  00 

Manual  Training,  1,800  00 

Normal  Department,   1,200  00 

Two  New  Kindergartens,   2,100  00 

Physical  Training,   800  00 

Open-Air  School, 700  00 

Enforcement  of  Compulsory  Law 1,800  00 

Medical  Inspection 2,000  00 

Total $16,50Q  00 
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Medical  inspection  by  one  physician  and  two  nuises  revealed  7,964 
cases  of  physical  defects  in  the  grades,  many  luivino-  one  or  more 
defects. 

Cases. 

Of  defective  teeth  there  were 3,723 

Of  defective  tonsils,    1,619 

Of  defective  vision,    1,078 

Of  defective  hearing,    330 

Of  defective  nasal  breathing,    117 

Of  adenoids,   566 

Of  skin  diseases, 143 

Of  deficient  mentality,    20 

Of  enlarged  cervical  glands,   217 

Of  pulmonary  troubles,  36 

Defective  speech,    25 

Defective  extremities,    21 

Epilepsy,  heart  disease,  eni'vature  of  spine,  aenemia, 

malnutrition,  chorea,  goiter 60 

Total,    7,964 


FAKKELL  (Formerly  South  Sharon)— L.  R.  Eckles. 


Our  schools  have  had  a  very  successful  year.  The  work  was 
strengthened  in  every  grade,  the  promotions  better,  the  attendance 
more  regular,  truancy  largely  overcome,  the  behavior  of  the  pupils 
markedly  noticeable,  and  the  desire  of  all  to  do  good  work  encour- 
aging. 

With  a  few  exceptions  all  our  teachers  were  retained,  and  there 
was  not  a  failure  in  our  Avhole  teaching  force.  All  our  teachers  were 
recommended  in  June  for  re-election.  The  enrollment  and  attend- 
ance were  better  tban  the  preceding  year.  The  vigilance  and  elTiciency 
of  both  the  health  officer  and  the  truant  officer  coutributed  largely 
to  the  success  of  the  school. 

This  year  our  teachers'  meetings  were  conducted  on  a  different 
plan  than  heretofore.  On  Monday  evening,  once  a  month,  the  first 
and  second  grades  met,  and  one  of  the  teachers  conducted  a  recita- 
tion. After  which  a  discussion  of  the  methods  of  the  recitation  and 
other  matters  of  school  interest  were  considered.  Usually  one  hour 
was  given  to  the  meeting.    On  Tuesday  evening,  the  third,  fourth  and 
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fifth  grades  met.  On  Wednesday  evening,  the  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  grades  met.  This  year  we  will  include  the  high  school  on 
Thursday  evenings.  The  teachers  were  pleased  and  all  were  convinced 
that  it  is  the  best  method  we  have  tried. 

The  work  in  music  (under  the  direction  of  Miss  Ethel  Moorehouse) 
and  the  work  in  drawing  and  penmanship  (under  the  direction  of 
Prof.  S.  L.  Coven,  have  been  very  satisfactory.  They  instruct  from 
the  primary  grade  through  the  high  school.  These  mark  one  of  the 
strong  departments  of  our  school.  Both  instructors  were  given  a 
substantial  increase  in  salary  this  year. 

A  substantial  equipment  of  apparatus  for  physics  was  added  to  the 
laboratory,  enabling  the  teacher  to  do  better  work  in  this  branch. 
The  school  has  a  hue  laboratory  room,  40  by  20  by  12  feet.  It  is 
well  lighted  and  has  already  cost  over  |800.  The  high  school  appro- 
priation each  year  is  mostly  set  aside  for  laboratory  purposes. 

A  line  library  of  400  volumes  was  placed  in  the  school  the  past 
year  and  was  well  read  by  the  pupils.  A  special  library  of  TO  vol- 
umes for  the  teachers,  treating  on  educational  subjects  was  added. 

Patrons'  Day  was  observed  May  17th.  ]Much  prepared  work  in 
all  branches  was  on  exhibition,  and  the  buildings  were  visited  by  a 
large  number  of  parents,  who  showed  iulense  interest  and  gratifica- 
tion with  every  feature  of  the  work  and  complimented  the  teachers 
and  pupils. 

Stress  was  laid  on  the  teaching  of  English  in  all  the  grades  and 
the  composition  work  for  the  first  time  approached  the  standard 
required.  The  difficulty  herelofore  has  been  with  the  children  of  the 
foreigners  being  slow  to  grasp  our  language.  The  teachers  this  year 
attempted  more  and  accomplished  more. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  schools  a  lecture  course 
of  five  numbers  was  maintained.  After  the  high  school  secured  funds 
enough  to  pay  the  course,  flOO  was  added  to  the  library  fund. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  eight,  six  of  whom  enter  the  senior 
class  at  the  Slippery  Eock  Normal,  one  State  College,  one  the  School 
for  Trained  Nurses  at  Greensburg,  Pa.  Every  one  of  the  graduates 
of  last  year's  class  graduated  this  year  at  a  normal,  or  entered  some 
higher  institution  of  learning.  We  encourage  our  graduates  to  com- 
plete a  higher  course  of  study. 

The  new  code  is  well  received  by  our  people,  and  they  think  it  a 
great  step  forward  in  legislation.  The  departures  are  very  beneficial. 
Our  directors  are  kindly  disposed  to  all  the  features  of  it.  All  the 
doubtful  and  questionable  problems  are  fairly  and  economically 
solved. 

Our  directors  took  great  interest  in  all  the  work  of  the  schools. 
They  decided  to  require  the  attendance  at  school  of  all  pupils  under 
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sixteen  years  of  age,  and  thus  in  a  sense  eliminated  the  labor  cer- 
tificates. The  manifestations  of  kindness  by  the  board  toward  all 
reasonable  recjuests  of  the  superintendent  and  teachers  had  an  en- 
couraging effect  on  the  school  work. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  assistance  and  courtesies 
given  during  the  year. 


FKANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


Schools  opened  Monday,  September  4,  1911,  and  closed  Friday, 
May  31,  1912,  having  been  in  session  nine  school  mouths. 

Whole  number  enrolled, 1,614 

Average  attendance,  1,324 

Percentage  of  attendance, 96 

Of  the  1,644  pupils  enrolled  249  were  in  the  high  school,  which 
graduated  a  class  of  forty — the  largest  in  its  history.  Of  the  forty 
graduates  fully  one-third  will  continue  their  school  life  in  college  or 
university. 

For  the  consideration  and,  perhaps,  enlightenment  of  the  members 
of  a  certain  class  of  public  school  critics,  whom  all  schoolmen  will 
readily  recognize  without  a  formal  description,  I  submit  two  prob- 
lems in  arithmetic. 

A  school  district  in  Pennsylvania  maintains  a  twelve  years'  course 
of  study,  the  last  four  in  the  high  school. 

(1)  If  160  beginners  are  enrolled  each  year  and  250  pupils  are  en- 
rolled in  the  high  school,  what  per  cent,  reach  the  high  school? 

(2)  If,  each  year,  160  beginners  are  enrolled  and  40  pupils  are  grad- 
uated, what  per  cent,  graduate? 

The  year  witnessed  no  marked  changes  either  in  organization  or 
administration.  Directors,  teachers,  principals  and  superintendent 
all  did  their  best  in  promoting  the  educational  interests  of  the  young 
people  committed  to  their  care;  and,  therefore,  the  work  was  kept 
fully  up  to  the  high  standard  heretofore  maintained. 

Truancy  was  well-nigh  eliminated  by  the  prompt  action  of  an 
efficient  attendance  officer.  Co-operating  with  him,  teachers  reported 
promptly  at  the  beginning  of  each  school  session,  morning  and  after- 
noon, all  absences  without  known  good  cause  and  these  absences  were 
at  once  investigated. 
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We  cau  see  no  good  reason  for  requiring  certificates  to  work  during 
vacation  periods,  but  this  seems  to  be  the  law.  Is  it  at  all  necessary? 
We  can  see  no  good  reason  for  forbidding  boys  even  under  fourteen 
to  deliver  packages  during  the  summer,  and  in  this  way  earn  a  few 
dollars.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  boys  to  encourage  rather 
than  discourage  that  form  of  business  activity? 


GREENSBURG— J.  H.  Alleman. 


The  present  incumbent  assumed  his  duties  on  December  first,  nine- 
teen hundred  and  eleven.  Since  then  he  has  closely  studied  the  school 
conditions  of  Greeusburg  school  district,  and  has  continued  the  work 
inaugurated  by  his  predecessor,  Dr.  Thomas  S.  March,  now  High 
School  Inspector  of  Pennsylvania. 

Greensburg  may  justly  rejoice  in  its  system  of  free  education. 
Much  commendable  work  has  been  accomplished  in  the  past.  Gen- 
erally speaking,  the  buildings,  the  equipment,  the  teaching  force,  the 
courses  of  instruction,  etc.,  speak  volumes  for  those  who  have  in  past 
years  given  their  service  towards  the  teaching  and  training  of  the 
rising  generation. 

While  we  desire  to  give  due  recognition  to  all  former  steps  of 
progress,  yet  it  becomes  our  duty  to  push  forward,  along  all  possible 
lines  of  advancement.  Each  year  presents  new  problems  for  solu- 
tion, wider  opportunities  for  im])rovement,  greater  demands  for  higher 
standards  of  efficiency  in  work  and  in  results. 

Our  citizens  are  well  aware  of  the  over-crowded  condition  of  the 
high  school  building.  The  best  work  can  not  be  accomplished  in  the 
high  school  department  so  long  as  recitations  are  over-crowded,  and 
pupils  and  teachers  lack  the  facilities  of  modern  and  up-to-date  high 
school  conveniences.  Greensburg  should  have  the  best  high  school 
facilities  in  Pennsylvania,  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  present 
Board  of  Directors  to  find  some  solution  to  this  all  important  prob- 
lem. Delay  means  loss  of  opportunity  to  the  rising  generation  and  to 
the  efficiency  of  our  system  of  free  education. 

The  work  begun  in  manual  training  and  domestic  science  are  com- 
mendable steps  in  the  right  direction.  The  work  in  these  depart- 
ments has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  teachers  and  pupils  have  worked 
in  harmony  and  unity  with  unbounded  interest  and  appreciation. 
A  visit  to  these  departments  will  convince  any  one  that  education 
14 
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does  not  consist  alone  in  book  learning;  in  fact,  book  learning  is  a 
small  part  of  education.  The  day  is  not  far  distant  when  trade  Avork 
will  occupy  a  co-ordinate  place  with  the  academic  branches  in  the 
curriculum  of  the  public  schools,  ^'ocational  education  in  trade 
work,  or  industrial  education,  as  it  is  generally  called,  has  within 
the  last  few  years  made  an  entering  wedge  into  the  public  school 
curriculum,  and  the  signs  of  the  times  point  definitely  and  emphati- 
cally towards  courses  of  instruction  in  industrial  education,  towards 
technical  high  schools,  towards  commercial  training,  towards  the 
social  and  economic  subjects  of  present  day  problems,  instead  of 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  '-fossilized  tradition." 

Our  directors  should  at  once  provide  for  a  splendid  Course  of  com- 
mercial instruction  in  the  high  school  department.  Under  proper 
management  such  a  course  would  become  extremely  helpful  and 
popular;  it  would  infuse  vitality  into  our  educational  system;  it 
would  prepare  pupils  for  the  practical  business  activities  of  life;  it 
would  help  the  great  majority  who  have  no  inclination  and  endow- 
ment to  pursue  a  classical  education;  it  would  hold  many  pupils  in 
school  for  graduation,  who  otherwise  leave  the  high  school  in  dis- 
gust because  of  the  unattractive  requirements  of  classical  studies. 
We  do  not  by  any  means  condemn  a  classical  education,  but  we  be- 
lieve that  it  is  absolutely  foolish  to  require  an  entire  high  school 
to  pursue  college  entrance  requirements,  when  only  from  five  to  ten 
per  cent,  ever  expect  to  enter  such  institutions  of  learning. 

The  safe-guarding  and  promotion  of  bodily  health  and  vigor  should 
receive  the  first  consideration  in  our  system  of  free  education.  Our 
schools  should  place  such  a  premium  upon  physical  education,  and 
they  should  be  so  conducted  that  our  pupils  can  be  dismissed  from 
their  school  duties  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  increased  bodily 
strength  and  vigor,  instead  of  with  pale  and  haggard  faces,  shattered 
nerves,  and  broken  d()\\n  constitutions.  Much  evidence  can  be  sub- 
mitted in  favor  of  medical  inspection  of  school  children,  and  as  the 
new  School  Code  gives  school  districts  the  power  to  apply  school 
funds  towards  safe-guarding  and  promoting  bodily  strength,  it  be- 
comes our  duty  to  take  progressive  steps  towards  inaugurating  the 
best  possible  system  of  medical  inspection.  Our  direct^ors  have  al- 
ready decided  to  have  medical  inspection  in  our  schools  during  the 
coming  term. 


GEEENVTTXE— G.  B.  Gerberich. 


The  schools  closed  a  successful  term  on  the  last  day  of  May.  There 
was  an  enrollment  of  1,309  pupils  during  the  year  of  which  number 
215  were  in  the  high  school.    A  class  of  29  pupils  graduated  from  the 
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high  school  and  82  pupils  were  promoted  from  the  eighth  grade.  The 
attendance  for  the  year  was  slightly  larger  than  in  any  previous 
year.     The  precentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  96. 

The  steady  growth  in  the  attendance  of  the  high  school  and  the 
character  of  the  work  done,  speak  well  for  the  interest  taken  by  the 
community  in  its  children  during  the  period  when  the  temptation 
is  strong  to  earn  and  to  be  unsettled.  The  last  week  of  the  school 
year  is  given  over  almost  entirely  to  expression  of  encouragement  and 
approval  of  the  school  work  and  particularly  the  high  school.  The 
various  exercises  were  attended  by  crowded  houses.  A  number  of 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  study  for  the  high  school 
giving  more  freedom  of  selection  and  a  greater  variety  in  the  last  two 
years  of  the  course. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  school  term  arrangements  were  made 
by  which  each  grade  below  the  high  school  furnished  a  program  of 
exercises  for  the  jiarents  and  patrons.  The  low^er  grades  held  the 
exercises  in  the  afternoon  and  the  upper  grades  in  the  evening  in  the 
school  auditorium.  We  never  had  such  an  outpouring  of  visitors  as 
we  had  here.  In  all  the  evening  entertainments  many  had  to  be 
turned  away.  The  children  acquitted  themselves  well  and  so  did 
parents.  We  feel  that  it  was  a  splendid  thing  for  the  parents  as  well 
as  the  schools. 

During  the  first  week  in  March  we  again  had  State  College 
Farmers'  Week  in  Greenville  for  the  third  time.  Twelve  of  the 
regular  State  College  professors  conducted  the  w^ork.  All  the  even- 
ing entertainments  were  held  in  the  school  auditorium  and  half  of 
the  day  sessions.  It  is  a  regular  high  grade  Chautauqua  w^eek  for 
our  schools,  the  toAvn,  and  the  entire  conmiunity.  It  is  highly  edu- 
cational for  the  student  and  the  farmer  and  it  does  more  than  any 
one  other  thing  to  make  for  a  community  of  interests  in  urban  and 
rural  social  and  economic  life.  Our  Board  of  Trade  is  to  be  com- 
plimented for  taking  such  an  interest  in  this  work.  It  believes  in 
doing  more  than  simply  working  to  get  industries  into  the  town. 
It  believes  in  being  educationally  as  Avell  as  industrially  inclined. 
We  feel  and  appreciate  its  efforts. 

During  the  year  special  attention  was  given  to  writing  and  the 
work  in  language.  A  careful  study  of  Chubb's  Teaching  of  English 
was  made  in  the  grade  teachers'  meetings  with  noticeably  good  re- 
sults in  the  class  room. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  report  the  general  attitude  of  the  com- 
munity favorable  towards  the  improvement  of  the  schools.  The 
Board  of  Education  has  done  its  full  share  in  helping  these  condi- 
tions. The  teaching  force,  the  press  and  the  general  public  have 
given  special  approval  of  plans  for  strengthening  and  extending  the 
usefulness  of  the  public  schools. 
14_6_1912 
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HANOVER— J.  C.  Carey. 


In  spite  of  some  difficulties  and  handicaps,  tlie  year  just  closed  has 
been  a  satisfactory  one. 

Diphtheria  existed  in  town  at  the  opening  of  school  and  continued 
throughout  the  entire  term,  appearing  spasmodically  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  borough.  Fresh  outbreaks  of  the  disease  occurred  during 
vacations  apparently  proving  that  children  are  safer  in  school  than 
playing  together  in  the  streets.  The  failure  of  families  afflicted  to 
observe  strict  quarantine  seems  to  prolong  the  pj'esence  of  this  dis- 
ease which  has  prevailed,  except  during  short  intervals,  for  con- 
siderably more  than  two  years.  Even  in  mild  form,  the  existence  of 
diphtheria  seriously  interrupts  school  through  worry,  fear  and  mind- 
distraction  of  children  and  parents  as  well  as  by  quarantine  and 
temporary  closing  of  school. 

Crowded  schools  forced  us  to  use  during  the  year  a  rented  store 
room  for  one  school,  while  a  few  other  schools  were  so  large  as  to 
prevent  thoroughly  satisfactory  results.  This  crowded  condition 
will  be  temporarily  overcome  by  the  addition  of  four  rooms  to  our 
High  Street  building,  which  addition  is  now  well  under  way. 

During  the  year  regular  grade  meetings  were  held  every  six  weeks. 
In  our  general  teachers'  meetings  we  studied  and  discussed  Mc- 
Murry's  "How  to  Study,"  and  Shimmell's  "Short  History  of  Penn- 
sylvania." 

In  October  the  new  Hanover  Public  Library  was  dedicated.  This 
valuable  addition  to  Hanover's  educational  forces  was  made  possible 
through  bequests  of  the  late  Dr.  J,  P.  Smith  and  George  Metzger, 
with  a  most  liberal  gift  of  grounds  and  building  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard  E.  Young,  of  Hanover.  The  Higbee  school  library  was 
turned  over  to  the  directors  of  the  new  library  as  a  nucleus  by  the 
School  Board  and  the  teachers  through  whose  efforts  the  books  had 
been  collected.  Other  gifts  of  money  and  books  with  purchases  made 
from  interest  on  the  endowment  fund  have  placed  on  the  shelves 
0,070  volumes.  Teachers  and  pupils  have  received  many  courtesies 
at  the  hands  of  the  librarian,  Miss  Mabel  N.  Champlin,  and,  in  con- 
junction with  her,  reading  courses  have  been  arranged  and  are  being 
urged  and  encouraged  with  the  children. 

Although  urged  upon  both  the  old  and  the  ne^^'  boards,  medical 
inspection  was  not  attempted  this  year,  the  changing  of  directors 
causing  a  postponement  which  we  hope  will  not  extend  beyond  the 
present  year. 
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The  superintendent  is  still  hamperd  in  his  work  by  having  to 
teach  some  classes  in  the  high  school  as  well  as  act  as  his  own  sec- 
retary and  custodian  of  supplies. 

As  a  result  of  the  code  and  the  election  last  fall  but  one  of  the 
old  board  of  directors  was  returned.  We  trust  that  this  does  not 
mean  that  progressive  growth  must  cease.  Hanover  owes  much  to  the 
old  board,  whose  liberal  ideas  Avere  wisely  and  successfully  carried 
into  execution.  To  them  in  a  large  measure  is  due  the  improvement 
of  our  schools  which  have  been  broadened  and  bettered  in  every  way. 


HARRISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


During  the  past  year  an  attempt  was  made  to  maintain  the  high 
standards  of  previous  years.  Since  our  last  report,  three  new  school 
buildings  have  been  occupied,  including  the  Technical  High  School. 
Two  of  these  buildings  replace  old  ones,  while  one  is  additional  to 
the  number  formerly  occupied.  There  are  now  twenty-eight  occupied 
school  buildings  in  the  cit}',  varying  in  capacity  from  two  to  twenty- 
four  rooms.  One-third  of  these  buildings  have  been  erected  Avithin 
the  last  ten  years.  Another  new  four-room  brick  and  stone  building 
is  now  in  process  of  erection,  replacing  a  two-room  frame  structure, 
which  will  be  used  by  the  colored  pupils  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city. 

Our  attendance  was  affected  more  largely  by  contagious  diseases 
than  during  any  previous  year.  Measles  and  whooping-cough,  par- 
ticularly, played  havoc  in  the  lower  grades,  on  many  days,  in  some 
schools,  less  than  half  the  pupils  being  present.  Aside  from  absence 
due  to  sickness  or  quarantine,  the  attendance  during  the  year  was 
normal.  There  was  the  usual  amount  of  truancy  and  other  unexcused 
absence.  There  were  sent  out,  in  compliance  with  law,  4,.310  "three- 
day"  absence  notices.  Suits  were  brought  in  .32  instances  for  viola- 
tion of  the  compulsory  education  law. 

During  the  year  the  course  of  study  was  completely  revised  and 
published  in  a  separate  volume.  The  new  course  divides  the  pre- 
scribed work  for  each  year  into  two  terms,  instead  of  three  as  for- 
merly. In  this  revision  an  effort  was  made  to  prepare  for  the  guid 
ance  of  teachers  not  merely  a  bare  skeleton  syllabus,  but  one  con- 
taining more  or  less  complete  instruction  and  suggestion  as  to  pur- 
pose and  method. 

Patron's  Day  was  celebrated  in  accordance  with  our  annual  custom, 
on   Wednesday,    April    3.     More   than    two   thousand    parents   and 
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friends  of  the  schools  visited  the  various  buildings  during  the  day. 
This  day  has  come  to  be  one  of  our  most  important  special  days. 
It  has  undoubtedly  resulted  in  much  good  in  drawing  our  people 
into  a  more  intimate  relationship  with  the  schools  and  in  bringing 
parents  and  teachers  into  mutual  symputhj'  and  understanding. 

Throughout  the  winter  and  spring  the  free  use  of  the  Technical 
High  School  was  given  to  the  public  for  lectures  and  other  enter- 
tainments conducted  under  the  auspices  of  responsible  organizations. 
There  were  issued  320  labor  certificates  between  June  1,  1911, 
and  June  1,  1912.  Since  January  1,  1910,  the  date  of  the  first  opera- 
tion of  the  present  law,  1,022  certificates  have  been  issued.  In  the 
great  majority  of  cases  we  have  been  compelled  to  accept  the  school 
records  as  to  age.  Our  experience  has  demonstrated  that  other  pre- 
scribed records  are,  in  most  cases,  impossible  to  get.  However,  a 
very  careful  and  complete  age  statement,  signed  by  the  parent  or 
guardian  upon  the  child's  first  entrance  to  school,  is  kept  in  the 
offices  of  the  board,  and  no  certificate  is  issued  without  consulting 
this  official  record. 

There  are  many  who  feel  the  injustice  of  the  failure  of  the  law 
to  recognize  the  Avork  of  the  city  training  schools  for  teachers.  It  is 
a  well  known  fact  that  the  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania  cannot 
supply  the  demand  for  teachers.  The  city  training  school  is  but  a 
result  of  this  failure  on  the  part  of  the  normal  school.  It  will 
readily  be  seen  that  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  urban  com- 
munities and  raise  the  standard  of  the  profession  of  teaching  in  these 
communities,  facilities  must  be  provided  for  supplementing  the  work 
of  the  normal  schools  of  the  State  by  attempting  to  meet,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  the  demand  for  teachers  which  the  normal  schools  do 
not  supply.  Surely  we  should  receive  some  recognition  in  our  ef- 
forts thus  to  raise  the  local  standard  of  certification. 

A  committee  of  our  board  was  appointed  during  the  year  to  visit 
and  study  the  open  air  schools  of  several  eastern  cities,  with  a  view 
to  guide  the  board  in  the  establishment  of  similar  schools  in  Harris- 
burg.  Such  a  school  has  been  authorized  and  will  be  in  operation  in 
September  next.  Among  other  special  schools  maintained  during  the 
past  year  might  be  mentioned  one  school  for  delinquents,  two  for  the 
mentally  defective,  and  three  for  unusually  gifted  pupils. 

Our  facilities  for  general  high  school  work  are  cramped  and  in- 
adequate. The  question  of  the  erection  of  a  new  general  high  school 
will  probably  be  referred  to  the  voters  for  settlement,  in  November 
next. 

In  concluding  this  brief  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  assistance 
rendered  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  courtesies 
extended,  as  well  as  to  congratulate  you  and  the  host  of  educators 
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of  the  State  upon  the  great  strides  wliich  have  been  made  under  new 
legislation  toward  placing  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  van 
among  the  educational  systems  of  the  country. 


HAZLETON— David   A.   Harman. 


There  have  been  several  matters  of  interest  during  the  term  of 
1011-12  in  connection  with  our  school  system  that  T  ;im  [)]eased  to 
report. 

First — The  regular  work  of  the  schools  has  been  in  the  main 
satisfactory.  This  is  not  saying  that  we  are  entirely  satisfied  with 
results,  but  that  we  are  encouraged. 

Second — The  night  schools  were  fairly  well  attended,  although 
many  failed  to  get  the  most  benefit  from  them  because  of  irregular 
attendance  and  leaving  too  early  in  the  term. 

Third — The  results  of  the  Fresh  Air  School  were  most  gratifying. 
About  thirty  children  were  rturned  to  their  regular  schools  after  an 
attendance  in  the  Fresh  Air  School  that  varied  from  ten  weeks  to 
ten  months.  No  special  work  of  the  schools  has  ever  received  the 
hearty  support  accorded  the  fresh  air  experiment.  Every  child  that 
was  sent  there,  except  one,  showed  the  beneficial  eff'ect  both  physi- 
cally and  mentally  and  many,  during  the  one  and  one-half  years  that 
the  school  has  been  in  operation,  have  apparently  fully  recovered 
their  health.  The  support  given  by  the  women  of  the  Anti-tubercu- 
losis Society  contributed  largely  to  the  splendid  results. 

Fourth — The  new  high  school  building  is  approaching  completion 
and  we  are  assured  by  the  contractors  that  it  will  be  ready  for  oc- 
ciipancy  at  the  opening  of  the  term. 

Fifth — On  account  of  lack  of  funds  we  have  been  unable  to  en- 
large the  scope  of  manual  training  and  domestic  science  and  art, 
but  those  courses  are  gaining  in  popularity  and  will  receive  the 
recognition  that  they  deserve  in  the  near  future.  The  difficulty 
has  been,  and  still  exists,  that  we  are  compelled  to  erect  new  build- 
ings constantly  so  that  we  have  no  rneans  to  enlarge  the  industrial 
work  as  we  desire  to  do.  During  the  past  nineteen  years  we  have 
enlarged  two  school  buildings  and  erected  five  new  ones.  Two  others 
are  much  needed  in  the  northern  section  of  the  city. 

We  are  fortunate,  however,  in  having  a  progressive  board  of 
directors,  who,  while  economical  in  their  expenditures,  are  planning 
wisely  for  ])resent  and  future  needs. 
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HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


The  school  year  closing  in  1912  was  successful  troni  every  view 
point.  The  efficiency  of  the  corps  of  teachers  was  increased  and  the 
percentage  of  attendance  was  higher  than  the  several  preceding 
years. 

During  each  summer  vacation  many  of  the  teachers  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  to  take  advanced  courses  of  study  and  teaching. 
This  is  particularly  true  of  the  members  of  the  high  school  faculty, 
several  of  whom  are  taking  special  courses  at  different  colleges.  Since 
the  new  high  school  building  is  completed  and  occupied,  many  pupils 
from  surrounding  school  districts  are  availiug  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunities of  the  advanced  courses  of  study  which  our  curriculum 
affords. 

For  the  school  term  which  will  begin  September  9th,  1912,  there 
will  be  additional  school  facilities.  There  will  be  a  new  five-room 
building  at  Jeddo,  a  new  two-room  building  at  Ebervale,  a  one-room 
addition  and,  remodelling  of  the  building  at  Hollar's  Hill.  The 
corps  of  teachers  for  the  coming  year  will  be  sixty-seven  (67),  which 
is  an  increase,  due  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Child  Labor  Law. 

During  the  year  just  closed  the  auditor,  appointed  by  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  Luzerne  County,  to  adjust  the  real  estate,  in- 
debtedness and  assets  of  that  portion  of  the  township  which  became 
annexed  to  the  School  District  of  the  City  of  Hazleton,  filed  his  re- 
l»ort.  He  awarded  the  School  District  of  Hazle  township  the  sum  of 
$16,062.78  as  the  undue  portion  of  the  school  property  of  the  Hazle 
Township  School  District  taken  by  the  Hazleton  City  School  Dis- 
trict To  this  report  the  School  District  of  the  City  of  Hazleton  has 
filed  exceptions,  particularly  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  act 
governing  the  proceedings.  Disposition  of  these  exceptions  has  not 
yet  been  made  by  the  Court. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  observe  that  the  "School  Code"  does  not 
provide  for  the  adjustment  of  school  property  between  school  dis- 
tricts where  their  boundaries  have  been  affected  by  annexation.  The 
courts  have  generally  recognized  the  fact  that  there  should  be  an 
equitable  adjustment  made  between  school  districts  thus  affected, 
and  the  legislature  should  at  its  next  session  pass  an  act  which 
would  be  broad  enough  in  its  scope  to  remedy  what  is  now  amiss  in 
the  law. 
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HOMESTEAD— W.   S.   Deffenbauah. 


Our  sckool  term  of  uiue  months  ended  May  29.  The  total  enroll- 
ment was  2,490 ;  the  average  attendance,  2,187 ;  the  percentage  of  at- 
tendance, 95.  The  average  attendance  may  seem  small  compared 
to  the  total  enrollment,  but  in  an  industrial  community  such  as 
Homestead  there  is  a  migratory  population. 

The  principal  event  of  the  year  was  the  dedication  of  our  new 
high  school  buildiug,  November  28,  1911.  On  the  afternoon  of  this 
date  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics  presented  a  Hag  to 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  high  school.  The  school  children, 
including  those  of  the  different  parochial  schools  of  the  town  and 
vicinity,  marched  over  the  business  streets  of  the  town,  each  child 
carrying  an  American  Hag.  Over  three  thousand  children  were  in 
line.  In  the  evening  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer, 
Superintendent  Samuel  Hamilton  and  Dr.  John  A.  Brashear,  former 
superintendents,  J.  C.  Kendall  and  J.  M,  Norris,  were  present  and 
gave  brief  talks. 

The  high  school  now  has  ample  room  and  much  better  work  can  be 
done,  especially  in  the  sciences.  The  large  gymnasium  will  keep  the 
pupils  in  physical  condition  for  class  room  work. 

A  class  of  thirty-eight  was  graduated  from  the  high 
school,  twenty-six  from  the  academic  and  twelve  from  the  commer- 
cial department.  Dr.  Waitman  T.  Barbe,  Professor  of  English  in  the 
West  Virginia  State  University,  delivered  the  commencement  address. 

Our  eighth  grade  pupils  were  centralized  and  classes  were  con- 
ducted in  the  departmental  plan.  Eesults  warrant  the  continuation 
of  departmental  teaching,  though  there  are  some  weak  points  in  the 
system  that  must  be  eliminated.  We  have  concluded,  however,  that 
the  strong  points  outweigh  the  weak  ones. 

Within  the  next  year  we  hope  to  give  manual  training  to  the  re- 
tarded pupils  in  the  intermediate  grades.  None  of  the  pupils  who 
are  fourteen  years  of  age  and  who  are  below  the  seventh  grade,  will 
ever  reach  the  high  school.  It  is  our  plan  to  give  these  pupils  half 
time  in'the  manual  training  shops  or  in  the  kitchen  or  sewing  room. 

The  work  done  in  the  C.  M.  Schwab  Manual  Training  School  was 
pronounced  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  aim  was  not 
so  much  the  making  of  joints  as  the  making  of  things  with  joints. 
The  pupils  were  put  more  on  their  own  initiative  so  as  to  develop  or- 
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iginality.  Nearly  all  the  work  done  in  the  shops  was  from  drawings 
made  by  the  pupils.  The  cooking  was  placed  upon  a  more  practical 
basis. 

During  the  year  seven  additional  grade  teachers  were  employed  to 
relieve  the  congestion  in  some  of  the  rooms  of  the  lower  grades. 
There  are  now  tifty  grade  teachers,  six  grade  principals,  nine  high 
school  teachers,  including  the  priucipal,  four  manual  training  teach- 
ers and  two  special  teachers. 

A  high  standard  is  being  maintained  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 
The  only  teachers  ever  employed  without  experience  are  normal  or 
college  graduates  who  have  the  "ear  marks"  of  becoming  good  teach- 
ers. High  school  graduates  are  employed  only  after  several  years  of 
successful  experience,  their  success  to  be  determined  by  a  visit  from 
the  Superintendent. 

During  the  year  many  grade  meetings  were  held  in  the  Superin- 
tendent's oliice  to  discuss  problems  peculiar  to  each  grade.  A  class 
met  every  two  weeks  to  study  McMurry's  "How  to  Study."  Much 
good  was  derived  from  this  course. 

The  following  well  known  educators  addressed  our  general  teachers' 
meetings : 

Superintendent  Samuel  Hamilton,  Allegheny  county. 

Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  California,  Pa. 

Superintendent  Grant  Norris,  Braddock,  Pa. 

Dr.  Will  Grant  Chambers,  University  of  Pittsburgh. 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Carmalt,  Board  of  Education,  Pittsburgh. 

Dr.  Arthur  Hammerschlag,  Carnegie  Technical  School. 

Dr.  Waitman  T.  Barbe,  West  Virginia  State  University. 

The  addresses  were  practical  and  inspired  our  teachers  to  more 
thoughtful  work. 

All  departments  of  the  school  are  working  liarmoniously.  The 
Board  of  Directors  is  ready  to  make  such  improvements  as  seem  best 
for  the  children. 


HUNTINGDON   BOKOUGH— E.   IL   Barclay. 


The  forces  that  have  contributed  to  substantial  educational  pro- 
gress in  this  district  during  the  year  are,  first  of  all,  an  intelligent 
and  progressive  citizenship,  which  recognizes  in  the  public  schools 
the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  who  loyally 
supports  every  movement  (hat  tends  to  better  school  facilities  and 
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school  work.  Second,  the  fortunate  selection  of  school  directors  who 
fully  appreciate  their  responsibility  and  who  studiously  avoided  all 
sectional,  political  or  personal  interests  detrimental  to  the  manage- 
ment of  our  schools.  Thanks  to  the  code  for  providing  an  election 
at  large  rather  than  by  wards  to  suit  the  two-cent  politician. 

Too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  the  loyal  and  efficient  body  of 
teachers  who  so  nobly  did  their  work.  They  were  employed  on  merit 
and  were  allowed  to  put  their  individuality  and  heart  into  the  Avork. 
The  result  was  work  that  compares  favorably  with  the  best. 

Parents'  and  Patrons'  Day  was  observed  in  the  Huntingdon  schools 
for  the  last  nine  years,  usually  about  February  22nd,  but  this  year 
we  had  a  record  attendance  and  the  best  evidence  of  pupils  doing  their 
best  school  work  in  the  presence  of  visitors.  Literary  societies  and 
oratorical  and  declamatory  contests  were  much  in  evidence  in  our 
high  school  work.  The  local  Camp  of  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  furnishing  prize 
money. 

A  Teachers'  Professional  Library  of  fifty  of  the  best  books  on 
pedagogy  was  added  to  our  regular  school  library  for  the  use  of 
teachers.  Each  teacher  was  required  to  read  at  least  two  of  these 
books  and  to  write  a  review  of  one  of  them.  Considerable  apparatus 
was  added  to  our  equipment  for  science  work. 

During  the  year  our  attendance  was  much  impaired  by  an  epidemic 
of  scarlet  fever,  yet  we  had  an  average  attendance  of  90  per  cent,  of 
the  1,350  children  enrolled.  Of  this  number  38  were  graduated  from 
the  high  school. 


JEANNETTE— T.  B.  Shank. 


The  schools  under  our  direction  closed  a  successful  year  on  the 
thirty-first  of  May.  There  were  thirty-seven  in  the  graduating  class 
of  our  high  school,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  town.  The  ex- 
ercises were  held  in  the  auditorium  of  our  new  grade  building  and 
were  largely  attended.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  eight  members 
of  the  class,  as  well  as  by  the  superintendent. 

Medical  inspection  was  continued  this  year  with  marked  success. 
Our  system  of  inspection  has  attracted  quite  a  good  deal  of  attention 
in  this  part  of  the  State  and  we  are  proud  of  the  results.  Our  physi- 
cians do  this  work  without  any  renumeratiou  as  well  as  the  dentists 
and  all  children  are  given  a  thorough  examination. 
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There  was  scarcely  any  illness  among  our  children  during  the  year 
and  in  consequence  our  percentage  of  attendance  was  unusually 
good. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  their 
usual  courteous  advice  and  services  in  many  instances. 


.lOHNfeTOW^^— J.  N.  Adee. 


1  hereby  submit  my  first  annual  report  of  the  public  sch()(jl.s  of 
the  City  of  Johnstown  for  the  school  year  of  1911-1912. 

School  Attendance. 

The  total  enrollment  in  all  the  schools  during  the  term  was  7,545, 
which  was  an  increase  of  2G5  pupils  over  that  of  last  year.  Over 
half  of  this  increase  in  attendance  of  2G5  pupils  was  due  to  the  open- 
ing of  two  new  kindergarten  schools — one  in  the  Hudson  Street  and 
one  in  the  Bheam  school  building.  The  total  enrollment  in  the  four 
kindergarten  schools  was  2()1,  which  makes  161  more  than  last  year; 
81  in  Hudson  Street,  61  in  Woodvale,  54  in  Benshofif  Street,  and  65 
in  Bheam.  Outside  of  the  kindergarten  the  total  increase  in  attend- 
ance for  this  3'ear  was  104.  Seven  hundred  and  twenty  pupils  were 
enrolled  in  the  high  school ;  808  boys  and  412  girls. 

Socials  and  Entertainments. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  of  fifteen  of  our  school  buildings  conducted 
entertainments  and  held  socials  during  the  year.  The  amount  of  the 
total  proceeds  was  |1 ,567.08.  This  money  was  used  to  purchase  pic- 
tures, a  piano  for  the  high  school,  and  one  of  the  grade  buildings, 
furnishings  for  teachers'  rest  rooms,  and  seven  sets  of  the  Montessori 
apparatus. 

Montessori  System. 

During  the  year  the  primary  teachers,  and  indeed  the  teachers  in 
all  the  grades,  have  been  interested "  in  gaining  information  about 
the  Montessori  System.  Seven  sets  of  apparatus  and  seven  of  Madam 
Montessori's  books  have  been  purchased.  Miss  Anne  E.  George,  who 
spent  a  year  in  Rome  with  Madam  Montessori,  and  is  the  sponsor  of 
the  system  in  this  country,  addressed  our  teachers  upon  the  subject. 
While  we  do  not  yet  recommend  the  adoption  of  it  as  the  sole  method 
of  teaching  in  our  primary  grades,  yet  we  are  going  to  experiment 
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with  it  sufficiently  to  see  its  value  and  to  determine  what  modifica 
tions  it  may  need  to  be  of  most  service  to  our  kindergarten  and  tii'st 
grade  teachers. 

Visiting  Day  for  Patrons. 

During  the  year  5,194  citizens  visited  our  schools.  In  order  that 
more  parents  might  become  interested  and  indeed  form  the  habit 
of  visiting  the  schools,  we  designated  two  different  days  during  the 
year — one  in  the  fall  and  the  other  in  the  spring — as  special  visiting 
days.  Three  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirteen  ])arents  took  advan- 
tage of  this  opportunity.  On  these  dates  there  was  no  speaking  or 
special  exercises,  but  every  teacher  carried  on  his  regular  program. 
Thus  each  parent  observed  just  how  arithmetic,  geography,  etc..  were 
taught  and  what  constituted  the  everyday  problems  in  discipline  and 
school  management  which  every  teacher  has  to  meet.  Tt  also  gave 
parents  a  chance  at  recess  time  and  after  school  to  talk  with  teachers 
about  the  individual  work  and  needs  of  their  children.  This  is  one  of 
the  profitable  ways  of  helping  to  keep  the  schools  and  home  more 
closely  related  in  order  that  both  may  be  mutually  helpful  in  the  greal 
task  of  educating  children  and  training  them  to  be  useful  and  upright 
men  and  women. 

Principals'  and  Teachers'  Meetings. 

We  have  had  principals'  meetings  during  each  month  in  the  year. 
In  addition  to  the  administrative  problems  which  have  arisen  in  con 
nection  with  the  work  of  the  school,  we  have  taken  up  special  topics — 
"Laggards  in  Our  Schools,"  "The  Backward  Child,"  "The  Bright 
Child." 

A  great  deal  of  tlie  time  of  our  monthly  grade  meetings  was  given 
over  to  the  discussion  of  the  teaching  of  language  and  grammar. 
Parts  of  a  few  meetings  were  also  devoted  to  a  consideration  of 
arithmetic. 

In  language  we  have  concluded  to  teach  no  grammar,  as  such, 
below  the  seventh  gi-ade  and  in  arithmetic  we  are  going  to  concentrate 
only  on  the  essentials.  We  believe  we  are  trying  to  teach  too  much 
in  our  grades  and  that  is  the  chief  rouse  of  such  n  high  rate  (tf 
retardation  as  exists  in  our  city. 

Supervising  Principals,  Grammar  Centers,  and  Department  Woik. 

For  next  year  we  have  organized  the  city  into  four  districts ;  each 
with  a  supervising  principal  for  grades  four  to  eight  inclusive.  In 
each  district  we  are  also  arranging  for  one  grammar  center  whei'e 
we  can  differentiate  the  course  in  the  spvenih  and  eighth  grades  to 
meet  thp  npeds  of  the  children. 
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We  shall  try  the  departmental  plan  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  grade  in  these  centers  and  divide  the  children  into  groups 
according  to  tlieir  ability  to  ndvance  in  their  Avork. 

We  already  have  four  manual  training  centers.  Next  year  in 
addition  to  teaching  sewing  we  shall  open  a  cooking  room  in  each  of 
these  centers  for  girls  in  the  eighth  grades.  In  the  high  school  the 
subject  will  be  elective. 

The  new  School  Code  seems  to  be  giving  excellent  satisfaction  to 
the  citizens  of  this  city. 

I  wish  to  sincerely  thank  the  Department  for  the  courtesies  that  it 
has  extended  to  me  during  my  first  year  of  school  work  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 


KANE— F.  R.  Neild. 


No  marked  changes  were  made  in  the  organization  of  the  schools 
during  the  past  yeai'.  Our  buildings  and  equipment  are  adequate  for 
obtaining  a  high  grade  of  work ;  our  Board  of  Education  progressive 
and  always  united  in  working  for  the  best  interests  of  the  schools; 
our  teaching  corps  competent  in  a  marked  degree,  all  of  which  are 
essential  for  success  and  efficiency  in  school  work. 

Medical  inspection  was  inaugurated  during  the  year  which  proved 
conclusively  that  our  children  are  above  the  average  in  health. 

Our  whole  system  has  been  recorded  along  the  lines  recommended 
by  the  Department  of  Superintendence  and  N.  E.  A. 

In  May  we  held  an  El  son  picture  exhibit  from  which  we  realized 
,|;)91.S0.  This  money  has  been  used  to  purchase  pictures  for  the 
beautifying  of  our  school  rooms. 

Much  interest  was  shown  in  "Public  Speaking,"  which  was  intro- 
duced into  the  high  school.  Thi-ee  prizes  were  oiVered  and  the  results 
were  gratifying.  Our  high  school  graduating  class  numbered  twenty- 
nine  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school.  Another  remark- 
able feature  of  this  class  was  the  fact  that  seventeen  of  the  twenty- 
nine  were  boys,  the  first  time  the  girls  have  been  outnumbered.  The 
class  presented  the  school  with  a  bust  of  Shakespeare,  which  is  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  collection  we  already  have.  Another  new 
departure  the  past  year  was  to  have  the  senior  class  visit  Washing- 
ton, the  expenses  of  the  trip  being  partially  defrayed  by  the  proceeds 
from  the  class  play. 
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In  athletics  our  team  again  won  tlie  iirst  place  in  the  McKean 
county  track  and  field  meet.  Our  basketball  team  experienced  an- 
other very  successful  season,  losing  only  one  game. 

We  have  had  a  very  good  year  in  our  manual  training  and  domestic 
science  and  art  departments.  The  practical  phase  of  the  work  has 
been  emphasized  in  these  branches. 

Among  the  recommendations  made  to  the  Board  of  Education  for 
next  year  were  increased  salaries  for  the  sub-high  and  high  school 
principals,  and  the  teachers  in  the  sub-high,  departmental  work  in 
the  sub-high  and  a  few  minor  improvements  in  the  condition  of  the 
buildings. 


LANCASTER^P.  M.  Harbold. 


The  year  just  past  has  been  a  very  interesting  one  in  more  ways 
than  one.  While  several  features  of  the  work  in  education,  as  it  con- 
cerned the  schools  of  Lancaster,  deserve  special  mention,  the  most 
important  thing  to  be  remembered  is  the  spirit  with  which  the  entire 
teaching  force  co-operated  and  worked  toward  one  great  end.  Every 
teacher  gave  some  time  to  pedagogical  study  and  discussion  which 
no  doubt  did  much  good  to  all. 

The  School  Code  came  as  a  boon  to  Lancaster,  as  it  no  doubt  did 
to  all  cities.  The  smaller  board,  the  closer  touch  bet  wen  the  board 
and  the  superintendent  and  teachers,  the  placing  of  responsibility 
for  results  where  such  responsibility  ought  to  be,  and  many  other 
features  of  the  code  merit  the  highest  commendation. 

On  April  15th,  1912,  the  school  for  backward  children  was  opened. 
This  school  was  in  charge  of  a  young,  progressive,  energetic  lady, 
who  has  had  a  strong  missionary  spirit  from  the  beginning.  The 
school  board  remodeled  and  furnished  in  the  most  excellent  manner 
the  old  high  school  annex  which  was  no  longer  used,  and  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  a  more  attractive  room  any  where  in  the  city  than 
this  one  devoted  entirely  to  the  training  of  these  unfortunate  chil- 
dren. Many  friends  of  children  and  of  education  came  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  teacher.  They  brought  in  or  sent  plenty  of  food  which 
was  served  as  lunch  to  the  children.  The  school  in  many  cases  was 
the  best  home  these  children  had.  But  this  is  only  the  beginning  of 
a  broader  educational  policy  for  Lancaster. 

The  Parent-Teachers'  Association  was  started  aud  fully  organized 
during  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June.    IVflss  Cynthia  P.  Dozier 
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did  good  work  in  starting  sentiment  in  this  direction.  Teachers  and 
parents  soon  responded,  so  that  by  the  close  of  school  the  association 
had  a  membership  of  over  150,  with  a  paid  up  list  over  one  hundred. 
If  worked  properly,  this  association  will  "become  one  of  the  most 
potent  agencies  in  the  co-operation  between  home  and  school.  The 
officers  are  of  the  prominent  women  of  Lancaster. 

During  the  year  a  slight  change  in  grading  was  effected.  Grades 
were  based  on  one  year's  work  to  be  done  by  a  pupil  in  a  given  room 
under  one  teacher.  The  best  feature  of  this  plan  came  not  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  grades  of  certain  buildings  where  generally'  only 
one  grade  is  in  a  room,  but  in  one  room  of  the  eight  or  twelve,  a 
mixed  grade  was  placed.  This  class  consists  of  unusually  slow  as  well 
as  of  unusually  bright  children.  Both  are  to  receive  the  training 
which  their  individual  mental  ability  requires.  The  duller  child  will 
keep  going  forward  as  rapidly  as  he  can,  the  bright  one  will  be  helped 
m  skipping  a  grade  without  causing  a  break  in  his  work. 

(lenerally  the  outlook  for  public  education  in  Lancaster  continues 
to  look  hopeful.  Medical  inspection  which  inspects  needs  prompt 
attention.  A  new  and  a  larger  boys'  high  school  building  in  whicli 
a  more  modern  course  of  study  can  be  carried  into  effect  demands 
attention  now.  At  this  writing,  measures  are  being  taken  to  increase 
the  borrowing  power  of  the  board  to  build  such  a  high  school,  by 
giving  the  people  a  chance  to  vote  on  tliis  question  in  November. 


LANSFORD— E.  E.  Kuntz. 


Another  successful  year  closed  June  (5.  1912.  The  total  enrollment 
for  the  year  Avas  1,050.     The  percentage  of  attendance  was  9(i. 

We  believe  that  the  work  this  year  throughout  was  a  decided  im- 
provement over  previous  years,  and  gave  us  the  feeling  that  we  are 
constantly  growing  and  improving  in  all  departments  of  school 
work. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  June  7th,  wlien  a  class  of 
eleven  was  graduated,  including  ten  boys  and  one  girl.  Dr.  W.  Qnay 
Roselle  was  the  speaker  of  the  evening. 

We  believe  that  more  efficient  work  was  accomplished  by  teachers 
by  the  aid  of  daily  reports  and  planning  Qf  work.  Each  day's  work 
is  planned  the  day  previous,  and  outlined  on  a  special  blank  prepared 
for  that  purpose. 


No.  6.  LANSFORD.  223 

During  the  year  the  office  was  equipped  with  a  filing  outfit  for  the 
purpose  of  filing  daily  reports  of  teachers  and  for  the  card  index 
system  of  records. 

The  office  of  clerk  to  the  Superintendent  was  inaugurated  March 
1st,  1912 ;  witli  tills  office  assistance  the  Superintendent  is  given 
more  time  for  general  supervision  of  school  work. 

During  the  year  a  vacuum  cleaner  was  installed  in  one  of  the 
buildings  with  a  view  of  equipping  all  the  buildings  some  time 
later. 

Rules  and  regulations  for  superintendent,  principals,  teachers, 
janitors  and  ]»upils  were  adopted  by  the  board  in  January  to  help 
the  general  school  management. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  school  board  on  June  3rd,  it  was 
decided  to  install  manual  training  in  our  schools  to  begin  Septem- 
ber 1st.  At  the  same  meeting  it  was  decided  to  drop  bookkeeping 
from  the  regular  high  school  course,  and  to  change  the  three-year 
course  in  history  to  a  four-year  course  in  history  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  State  Department.  Because  of  the  fact  that  two  years 
is  too  short  a  time  to  complete  algebra  satisfactorily,  algebra  was 
introduced  into  the  eighth  grade.  We  feel  that  this  will  strengthen 
our  course  in  mathematics  considerably. 

In  the  class  of  1911,  there  were  seven  girl  graduates,  and  of  this 
number,  six  were  graduated  from  normal  schoolsi  this  June. 

Strict  attention  was  given  to  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Law, 
and  in  enforcing  same  eight  parents  were  fined  for  neglecting  to 
keep  their  children  in  school.  Its  rigid  enforcement  has  been  the 
means  of  keeping  u])  our  percentage  of  attendance. 

We  were  troubled  very  little  during  the  year  by  contagious  dis- 
eases of  children. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  all  courtesies  shown 
during  the  year,  and  also  the  support  of  our  Board  of  Directors  and 
corps  of  teachers. 


LATKOBE--A.  Edgar  Downs. 


This  being  the  first  year  of  a  superintendency  in  Latrobe,  we 
naturally  found  it  a  time  rather  for  readjustment  and  organization 
than  for  the  introduction  of  new  work,  the  establishment  of  other 
departments  and  the  making  of  innovations. 

Our  board,  elected  under  the  provisions  of  the  School  Code,  is 
composed  of  representatives  citizens,  all  eager  for  tJie  welfare  of  the 
children. 
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One  additional  supervisor,  that  of  penmanship,  has  been  elected, 
thus  giving  us  competent  specialists  in  charge  of  music,  drawing 
and  writing. 

Principals  of  two  buildings  have  been  elected,  and  have  been  re- 
lieved of  the  necessity  of  regular  teaching,  thus  making  the  organi- 
zation of  work  much  more  effective.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  high 
school  required  one  additional  teacher  in  this  department  also,  and 
at  the  present  the  rooms  in  all  buildings  are  occupied. 

During  the  past  year  many  high  school  pupils  have  entered  from 
adjoining  townships,  and  this,  together  with  the  great  increase  in 
our  own  graduates  from  the  preparatory  department,  makes  neces- 
sary the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  building  in  the  immediate 
future.  Our  board  is  now  planning  to  purchase  a  site,  and  a  modern, 
well  equipped  building,  with  gymnasium  and  auditorium  will  be 
constructed  within  the  next  two  years. 

An  art  exhibit,  Avhich  attracted  much  attention,  and  made  po.ssible 
the  purchase  of  numerous  pictures,  was  held  during  the  year,  as  were 
several  musical  entertainments. 

The  board  authorized  the  printing  and  distribution  of  a  course  of 
study  and  manual  of  instruction,  prepared  by  the  Superintendent. 

Our  chief  handicaps  have  been  as  follows: 

Conflict  between  vaccination  and  compulsory  attendance  laws. 

Incorrect  registration  of  school  children. 

Demand  for  employment  of  minors. 

Frequent  moving  of  a  large  foreign  element. 

Poor  ventilating,  heating  and  lighting  systems  in  the  buildings. 

This  year  capable  teachers  registered  the  school  children ;  three 
of  the  buildings  have  been  lighted  with  electricity ;  children  have  been 
granted  certificates  of  employment  only  in  cases  of  necessit}^;  and 
the  ending  of  the  Irwin  coal  strike  has,  in  a  measure,  eliminated  the 
restlessness  and  shifting  of  the  poorer  classes. 

This  coming  year  we  expect  to  hold  our  institute  independently 
of  the  regular  County  Institute,  and  are  planning  a  public  school 
entertainment  course,  hoping  in  this  way  to  furnish  our  towns- 
people better  opportunity  along  educational  and  cultural  lines. 


LEBANON— F.  W.  Eobbins. 


On  the  whole  the  year's  work  has  been  very  satisfactory.  There 
were  two  events,  however,  which  interfered  to  some  extent  with 
the  work  of  the  schools.     On  account  of  a  threatened  epidemic  of 
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diphtheria  in  October  last  the  schools  were  closed  for  a  few  days, 
and  this  diminished  the  attendance.  The  board  promptly  met  the 
situation  by  active  co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Health,  and  fur- 
ther, by  the  appointment  of  a  school  physician  temporarily.  His  suc- 
cess in  detecting  incipient  diseases,  Im  suggesting  sanitary  reforms, 
and  in  determining  the  physical  and  mental  fitness  of  children  for 
study,  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  appointment  of  a  medical  inspector, 
as  authorized  by  the  new  code,  would  be  a  move  toward  better  re 
suits  in  our  schools. 

The  partial  destruction  of  the  Fairview  building  by  tire  on  Christ- 
mas night  left  eight  grades  without  school  facilities.  Eight  cor- 
responding grades  in  the  Washington  and  Burrowes  building  were 
put  on  half  time,  and  the  pupils  from  the  Fairview  building,  during 
the  remaining  half  day  session,  were  placed  in  tlie  rooms  thus  vacated. 
This  was  probably  the  best  arrangement  under  those  unusual  con- 
ditions, but  in  some  instances  want  of  time  led  to  the  crowding  of 
lessons  in  order  to  cover  the  course  as  outlined. 

The  remodeled  Fairview  building  promises  to  be  modern  in  many 
respects,  including  heating,  ventilation,  drinking  fountains  and  cloak 
rooms. 

We  have  some  buildings  in  the  city  that  are  not  well  suited  to 
school  purposes,  and  steps  should  be  taken  b}'  the  board  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  to  i-emedy  these  unfavorable  conditions. 
Neither  the  Franklin  nor  the  Lindley  Murray  building  has  any  sys- 
tem of  ventilation  except  by  opening  windows  and  doors.  Two  rooms 
in  the  Franklin  lack  in  both  floor  space  and  light.  All  the  rooms  in 
the  Lindley  Murray  are  poorly  lighted,  some  of  them  having  less 
than  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  light  required  by  the  new  code. 
The  construction  and  arrangement  of  a  school  building  should  be 
such  as  to  bring  about  economy  of  time  and  effort  in  education.  Poor 
light  and  vitiated  air  are  not  only  a  menace  to  health,  but  they  also 
produce  unfavorable  conditions  for  study,  and  often  result  in  great 
waste  of  time  and  effort  both  on  the  part  of  pupil  and  teacher. 

The  Attendance  Officer  performed  his  duties  in  a  faithful  manner. 
In  most  cases  of  non-attendance  or  truancy,  visits  to  the  home  brought 
about  more  regular  attendance  or  showed  that  conditions  with  re- 
gard to  sanitation  or  clothing  prevented  regular  attendance.  Through 
the  benevolence  of  private  individuals  and  fraternal  organizations 
many  children  were  furnished  with  suitable  clothing,  and  resumed 
their  attendance.  Tn  five  instances  it  was  necessary  to  arrest  parents 
for  persistent  violation  of  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Act,  and  bring 
them  before  an  alderman  for  a  hearing.  In  most  cases  the  fine  was 
remitted  or  sentence  suspended  upon  the  promise  of  the  parents  tkat 
the  children  should  attend  school  regularly  thereafter. 
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The  special  school  for  truants  and  incorrigibles  was  opened  on 
November  IG.  Twenty-six  boys  from  ten  to  fifteen  years  of  age  were 
admitted  during  the  term ;  six  for  truancy,  seven  for  incorrigibility, 
eleven  for  insubordination,  and  two  upon  their  own  request.  One 
A\'as  sent  to  the  special  school  from  the  eighth  grade,  ten  from  the 
seventh,  four  from  the  sixth,  four  from  the  fifth,  five  from  the  fourth, 
two  from  the  third,  and  one  from  the  second.  On  recommendation 
of  the  teacher  in  charge,  five  were  permitted  to  return  to  their  or- 
iginal schools.  Of  these  two  Avere  sent  back  a  second  time  to  the 
special  school.  Eleven  out  of  the  twenty-six  were  truants  while 
attending  the  special  school,  averaging  six  days  each. 

During  the  present  term  ninety-five  eighth  grade,  seventy-eight 
ninth  grade,  and  thirty-five  high  school  boys  took  the  course  in 
manual  training.  Next  year  the  number  in  the  eighth  and  ninth 
grades  promises  to  be  larger.  In  the  high  school  the  number  has  in- 
creased from  nineteen  in  1909  to  thirty-six  for  the  opening  of  next 
term. 

In  domestic  science  ninety  eighth  grade,  sixty-nine  ninth  grade, 
and  thirty-two  high  school  girls  have  taken  the  course  this  year. 
For  next  term  thirty-five  girls  in  the  high  school  selected  this  course 
as  against  eighteen  in  1910. 

The  course  in  shorthand  and  typewriting  extends  through  the 
last  three  years  of  the  high  scliool  course.  In  1909-10  there  were 
seventeen  students  in  this  course;  in  1910-11,  fifty-four;  in  1911-12, 
fifty-seven.  Of  the  seven  students  graduating  in  1910,  six  have  se- 
cured positions;  eleven  out  of  the  fifteen  graduating  in  1911,  and 
five  of  the  thirteen  graduating  this  year.  It  is  probable  that  the 
number  of  students  in  this  department  will  be  sixty-five  at  the  opening 
of  next  term. 

The  report  of  the  high  school  principal  shows  an  increase  of  about 
thirty  pupils  over  the  attendance  of  last  year.  The  need  of  at  least 
one  additional  teacher  is  apparent.  We  must  realize  that  our  high 
school  is  growing.  In  the  past  four  years  it  has  grown  from  87  to 
350,  or  over  forty  per  cent.  During  this  period,  the  teaching  force 
has  increased  twenty-five  per  cent.  It  is  evident  that  plans  must  be 
made  to  meet  this  additional  growth,  not  only  by  increasing  the 
teaching  force,  but  also  by  providing  more  class  room  facilities  in  the 
near  future. 

The  exhibits  in  drawing  and  domestic  science  at  the  close  of  the 
term,  the  excellent  showing  of  the  manual  training  boys  at  the  Busi- 
ness INfen's  Exposition  in  Febrnary,  the  high  school  chorus  at  com- 
mencement, and  the  spirit  of  teachers  and  children  in  following  the 
course  of  study  during  the  year,  are  all  indications  of  a  healthy. 
growing  school  sentiment. 
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The  work  of  the  Siiperiiiteudeiit  during  the  past  year  ha.s  been 
generally  in  the  direction  of  standardizing  the  grades.  The  aim  has 
been,  first,  that  the  like  grades  in  our  city  shall  do  as  nearly  as 
possible  work  of  the  same  character,  and  shall  make  the  same  pro- 
gress. Second,  that  tlie  dilTerent  grades  in  our  schools  shall  do  the 
same  class  Avork  and  make  tlie  same  progress  as  the  same  grades 
in  other  cities.  This  has  been  done  through  monthly  conferences 
with  teachers  of  the  ditlerent  grades,  outlines  of  the  course  of  study 
in  the  several  branches,  test  and  examinations. 

About  forty  promotions  were  made  during  the  year  on  recommenda- 
tion of  the  teacher,  and  an  opprtnnity  has  been  given  to  those  pupils 
in  the  eighth  grade  who  were  exempt  from  their  final  examinations 
to  do  siuramer  work,  and  enter  the  high  school  at  the  opening  of  next 
tenn.     Several  pupils  have  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity. 

The  course  of  study  is  being  rearranged  so  that  at  the  close  of 
another  3'ear,  the  majority  of  eighth  grade  pupils  may  be  prepared 
to  enter  the  high  school.  The  course  in  the  ninth  grade  has  been  so 
modified  as  to  require  fewer  daily  recitations,  as  well  as  a  less  number 
of  branches  of  study  and  longer  recitation  hours.  It  is  the  aim 
in  a  yefV'  or  two  to  confine  the  ninth  grade  work  altogether  to  the 
slower  pupils  of  the  eighth  grade  who  require  additional  prepara- 
tion to  enter  the  high  school. 


LEWrSTOWN—T.  Latimer  Brooks. 


Our  schools  closed  May  24,  at  the  end  of  a  nine  months  term, 
which,  judged  from  the  jiercentage  of  -attendance  and  of  promotions 
as  well  as  by  a])parent  etticiency  of  class  room  work,  was  very  suc- 
cessful. Our  commencement  exercises  were  held  on  the  evening  of 
May  28,  when  eleven  boys  and  twelve  girls  were  graduated.  The 
different  parts  of  the  program  were  very  creditably  rendered  and 
teachers  and  class  received  very  many  gratifying  words  of  commen 
dation  from  the  patrons  and  friends  who  attended.  Tlie  total  en- 
rollment for  the  term  was  almost  1,600,  about  200  being  in  the  high 
school.  Our  average  monthly  enrollment  was  only  1,4:U).  The  average 
daily  attendance  was  1,389,  40  more  than  that  of  last  year.  The 
percentage  of  attendance  was  08.4  per  cent.  We  had  a  few  scattered 
cases  of  almost  every  kind  of  the  contagious  diseases  but,  owing  to 
the  very  effective  execution  of  the  quarantine  rgulations  by  the 
Board  of  Health  officers  and  the  co-operation  of  the  school  authori- 
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ties,  they  caused  no  appreciable  lowering  of  the  school  attendance. 
The  Compulsory  Attendance  Law  was  rather  rigidly  enforced,  three 
parents  being  lined  and  one  imprisoned  for  persistent  violations  of 
the  law.  This  produced  the  desired  effect,  not  only  on  those  four 
parents  but  on  other  delinquents.  Teachers  began  to  see  that  not 
all  failures  for  promotion  can  be  blamed  on  the  pupil  alone  and 
continued  efforts  to  lessen  the  evil  resulted  in  more  and  better  pre- 
pared pupils  being  promoted. 

A  few  changes  in  course  of  study  have  been  made  both  in  the 
grades  and  in  the  high  school.  The  amount  of  reading  done  in  the 
lower  grades  has  been  increased  and  several  supplementary  readers 
have  been  introduced.  An  attempt  is  being  made  to  teach  penman- 
ship alone  more  rational  lines.  Neatness  and  accuracy  in  work  is 
to  be  emphasized.  Spelling  is  to  receive  more  persistent  drill  in 
the  intermediate  grades  and  composition  work  and  the  reading  of 
good  literature  given  more  attention  in  the  grammar  grades.  The 
use  of  slate  and  sponges  is  to  be  discontinued.  The  relation  of  school 
to  life  is  being  made  more  prominent  by  the  introduction  of  nature 
study  and  by  emphasizing  the  economic  value  of  the  different  subjects 
of  the  school  curriculum  and  the  subjects  are  to  be  J^aught  with  a 
view  towards  enhancing  their  economic  or  practical  value. 

Eegular  meetings  of  all  the  teachers  were  held  each  month  for  the 
purpose  of  professional  study.  Colgrove's  '*The  Teacher  and  the 
School"  was  the  basis  of  study.  Many  original  discussions  were  held 
and  several  digests  of  the  chapters  referred  to  in  text  were  prepared 
and  presented.  Meetings  of  the  teachers  by  grades  were  held  at 
least  once  each  month  at  which  plans  for  the  work  of  the  grade 
were  outlined  and  discussed  and  frequently  teachers  were  prevailed 
upon  to  teach  a  lesson  in  the  presence  of  the  other  teachers  of  the 
grade.  If  a  test  of  the  value  of  these  meetings  is  the  earnestness  and 
pertinence  of  the  discussions,  they  were  very  successful.  We  had 
several  visits  from  teachers  from  other  districts  and  they  were  a 
source  of  inspiration  to  our  teachers.  During  the  summer  seven  of 
our  teachers  and  the  Superintendent  will  pursue  courses  at  some 
of  the  different  schools  and  universities. 

The  new  code  increased  our  number  of  directors  from  six  to  seven 
and  the  election  left  us  with  four  of  the  old  members  and  yet  a  very 
good  board  of  directors,  progressive  yet  sane,  economic  yet  liberal, 
who  believe  in  saving  money  by  expending  it  wisely,  and  who  are 
sparing  no  effort  in  order  that  the  schools  may  have  the  best  that 
the  district  is  able  to  pay  for.  A  new  eight-room  building  was  used 
for  the  first  in  February  and  in  May  the  erection  of  a  four-room  annex 
to  another  building  was  begun.  When  this  is  complete  we  will  have 
S2  grade  school  rooms  and  a  high  school,  all  properly  heated  and 
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lighted,  having  saiiitarv  automatic  flushing  water  closets  within  the 
buildings,  and  sanitary  drinking  fountains  in  each  hall,  and  28 
of  the  grade  rooms  having  a  modern  system  of  ventilation. 

The  State  Department  has  been  very  prompt  and  obliging  in  its 
relations  with  our  school  district  and  I  wish  to  express  my  appre- 
ciation of  its  help  and  courtesy. 


LOCK  HAVEN— Edward  S.  Ling. 


During  the  year  ending  July  1,  1912,  there  were  enrolled  in  the 
public  schools  of  Lock  Haven  1,273  pupils,  of  which  number  202  were 
enrolled  in  the  high  school,  and  101  in  the  Central  grammar  school. 
This  enrollment  is  the  largest  for  several  years  and  especially  has 
the  high  school  gained  rapidly.  It  is  expected  that  the  enrollment 
at  the  beginning  of  the  next  term  will  reach  240  in  the  high  school, 
which  is  100  more  than  three  years  ago.  Of  these  probably  40  will 
be  non-resident  pupils.  This  increased  enrollment  is  due  to  the 
good  work  of  the  high  school  department,  the  centralization  of  the 
grammar  school  work  in  one  building  under  the  departmental  plan, 
and  the  new  four-year  normal  course,  with  some  other  factors  not  so 
easy  to  determine. 

The  increased  enrollment  in  the  high  school  has  necessitated  the 
employment  of  an  additional  teacher  this  year.  Another  must  be 
added  for  the  coming  year.  It  also  brings  to  the  front  the  need  for 
a  new  high  school  building.  The  elementary  school  pupils  heretofore 
housed  in  the  high  school  building  are  being  crowded  out  and  sent 
a  much  greater  distance  to  other  buildings.  This  cannot  be  done 
with  all  the  pupils  which  this  builiing  serves.  In  addition  to  this 
reason,  the  building  is  old  and  vwy  poorly  adapted  to  the  needs  of 
a  modern  high  school.  The  patrons  of  the  high  school  are  recognizing 
the  need  for  a  new  building  and  the  School  Board  is  looking  toward 
plans  for  the  same. 

An  improvement  in  the  housing  of  the  high  school  should  be  and 
probably  will  be  followed  by  a  r«organization  of  the  courses  of  study. 
A  thoroughly  eciuipped  and  capably  managed  commercial  course 
should  be  added  and  provision  made  for  domestic  science  and  manual 
training  courses.  The  physical  training  of  high  school  boys  and  girls 
should  receive  full  attention  and  the  science  laboratories  should  be 
enlarged  and  better  equipped.  These  improvements  are  impossible 
under  present  housing  conditions. 


230  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Twenty  students  completed  the  high  school  course  this  year, 
equally  divided  between  the  sexes.  Only  six  of  these  tinished  the  full 
classical  course.  The  work  in  Latin  and  German  and  science  is  elec- 
tive in  this  high  school.  Four  years  of  English,  three  of  mathematics 
and  two  of  history  are  required  of  all  students,  the  remaining  years 
in  these  departments  being  also  elective.  Promotion  is  by  subject. 
We  find  the  course  as  thus  arranged  giving  good  results  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  cultural,  but  very  meagre  practical  returns. 

From  the  Central  grammar  school  85  i)Ui>iis  were  advanced  to  high 
school.  This  de])artment  has  been  giving  special  satisfaction.  With- 
out special  e(iuij)ment  this  school  has  accomplished  very  much  in 
improving  the  prejiaration  of  prospective  high  school  pupils. 

In  the  remaining  elementary  grades  careful,  conscientious  work 
characterized  the  school  year.  An  epidemic  of  measles  with  several 
hundred  cases,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  hindered  the  work  consid- 
erably. In  spite  of  this  the  proportion  of  promotions  was  high. 
Fewer  pupils  than  usual  quit  school  on  account  of  going  to  work. 
Not  more  than  twenty-tive  permits  were  issued  this  year.  If  in- 
digent widows  and  sick  fathers  could  have  some  financial  aid  to  tide 
them  over  the  years  while  their  sons  and  daughters  are  getting 
preparation  for  life's  work,  there  would  be  still  fewer  withdrawals  of 
14  and  15-years  old  children  from  school  for  work  to  support  their 
parents. 

1).  M.  Brungard  departed  this  life  November  1,  1911.  For  six 
years  he  had  been  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Clinton  county. 
For  ten  years  he  served  as  instnictor  at  Central  State  Normal  school. 
He  had  been  connected  with  the  public  schools  for  the  past  ten  years 
as  principal  of  the  first  ward  building.  His  loss  to  the  profession 
is  greatly  mourned. 

The  teachers  conducted  a  course  of  University  Extension  lectures, 
maintained  their  monthly  institute,  were  faithful  in  attendance  at 
the  County  Institute  and  supported  the  parent-teacher  meetings  most 
loyally.  Three  are  enrolled  at  State  College  summer  session  and  five 
at  the  Central  State  Normal  summer  session,  where  Prof.  J.  A. 
Young,  principal  of  our  high  school,  is  instructor. 

The  Parent-Teacher  circles  are  exerting  a  considerable  influence 
on  school  sentiment  in  the  community.  Several  meetings  of  great 
interest  were  held  during  the  year,  the  most  important  of  which  was 
a  social  meeting  in  May  at  which  Prof.  L.  A.  King,  Superintendent 
of  the  Normal  Training  School,  was  the  chief  speaker. 

The  Civic  Club  of  Lock  Haven  has  co-operated  with  the  schools 
in  a  very  commendable  way.  The  Junior  Civic  League,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Civic  Club,  is  doing  much  to  train  our  boys  and 
girls  for  citizenship.  They  are  pledged  to  assist  in  bringing  to  pass 
a  cleaner  and  better  city.     One-half  hour  each  month  is  devoted  to 
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meetings  which  are  addressed  by  speakers  from  the  Ci\ac  Club  on 
local  civic  matters.  Shrubbery  has  been  planted  around  several  of  the 
buildings  by  joint  action  of  the  Civic  Club  and  the  Parent-Teacher 
Circles.  A  public  playground  and  athletic  field  has  been  made  a 
joyous  reality  in  Lock  Haven  by  the  efforts  of  the  Civic  Club.  These 
activities  are  accompanied  by  sewing  classes  Avhich  are  likely  to  be 
extended  into  the  schools  in  the  near  future. 

]More  intimate  relations  between  the  normal  school  and  the  public 
schools  of  our  city  and  county  have  been  fostered  by  tlie  wise  action 
of  Dr.  Singer,  the  new  principal  following  the  beginnings  made  by 
his  predecessor. 

The  new  school  laws  have  not  materially  changed  the  educational 
situation  in  Lock  Haveu.  The  new  board  is  probably  not  more  rep- 
resentative of  the  school  sentiment  of  the  city  than  was  the  old.  It 
is  carrying  on  the  business  with  commendable  dispatch  and  economy. 
The  smaller  board  is  better  and  the  election  at  large  a  good  feature. 
The  former  board  rejected  the  provision  for  medical  inspection  in 
July,  1911.  A  desire  to  save  the  salary  of  the  inspector  was  a  part 
of  the  reason,  though  sentiment  against  medical  inspection  was  care- 
fully fostered  here  as  in  other  places  by  certain  subtle  influences. 
Some  ])rovisions  of  the  new  school  law  are  exerting  a  quiet  in- 
fluence that  cannot  be  adequately  gauged.  The  thought  of  school 
boards,  teachers  and  thoughtful  patrons  is  being  turned  toward  in- 
dustrial education,  physical  welfare  and  other  advance  movements. 

The  school  debt  is  being  gradually  but  surely  reduced  by  the  wise 
management  of  recent  years.  It  is  now  about  |48,000.  The  only 
regret  is  that  these  methods  should  have  been  delayed  so  long. 

The  action  of  the  board  already  taken  insures  a  number  of  for- 
ward steps  for  1912-1913.  We  look  with  confidence  toward  the  new 
year. 


LOWER  MEKION  SCHOOL  DISTRICT,  MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY— H.  J.  Wightman. 


The  accomplishments  of  the  year  in  Lower  Merion  township  have 
been  largely  material  rather  than  ethical.  A  model  township  high 
school  building,  costing  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars, 
with  its  ideal  equipment  for  manual  training,  domestic  science  and 
art,  arts  of  design,  extensive  laboratories,  commercial  department, 
library  room,  gymnasium  and  baths,  auditorium   with   a  thousand 
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capacity,  is  the  chief  material  accomplishment.  At  this  writing 
we  have  encouragement  to  believe  that  adequate  courses  to  vitalize 
the  fine  equipment  of  this  building  will  be  adopted  and  put  in  opera- 
tion for  next  year. 

The  schools  have  met  many  unusual  obstacles  during  the  year,  but 
have  accomplished  quite  satisfactory  results  notwithstanding. 

School  gardens  and  public  playgrounds  are  now  conducted  by 
organizations  outside  the  Board  of  Education,  with,  however,  some 
financial  aid  from  the  school  funds. 

A  township  fund  of  |50,000  for  playgrounds  is  at  this  writing 
practically  assured  for  this  district. 


McKEESPORT— Joseph  B.  Richey. 


Playgrounds. 

In  1909  the  playground  was  opened  at  the  Grandview  school  under 
the  direction  of  the  Athletic  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
Mr.  A.  Doehla,  director  of  physical  culture  in  the  city  schools,  was 
in  charge.  In  1910  playgrounds  were  opened  at  the  South  Park 
and  Grandview  schools;  and  in  1911  playgrounds  were  opened  at 
the  West  Side,  South  Park  and  Grandview  schools. 

The  time  has  come  when  all  the  school  yards  of  the  city  should 
be  thrown  open  as  playgrounds  after  school  and  on  Saturdays  during 
suitable  weather ;  also,  six  days  a  week  during  the  summer  vacation. 
These  playgrounds  should  be  supervised  just  the  same  as  a  school 
is  supervised.  The  regular  school  teachers  could  be  employed  to 
take  charge  of  this  work.  We  owe  it  to  the  children  of  our  city  that 
they  shall  have  a  safe,  pleasant,  and  wholesome  place  to  enjoy  their 
hours  of  recreation,  and  by  proper  supervision  to  lead  them  in  their 
play  to  habits  of  co-operation  and  helpfulness,  and  from  joyous  play 
to  enjoyable  labor,  and  the  proper  attitude  toward  their  mates,  their 
homes,  and  their  country. 

The  playground  is  no  longer  an  experiment.  Their  growth  in  this 
country  has  been  phenomenal.  In  1907  there  were  ninety  cities  that 
started  the  work ;  in  1908  there  were  180 ;  in  1909,  386 ;  at  the  present 
time  195  new  cities  are  taking  up  the  work.  Eight  cities  in  1910 
bonded  themselves  for  $2,000,000  for  playgrounds.  Chicago  alone  has 
expended  $7,000,000. 
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There  is  no  better  training  yet  devised  for  the  junior  citizenship 
of  a  democratic  government  than  a  properly  conducted  playground. 
Here  the  child  learns  the  great  lesson  of  how  to  get  along  with  the 
other  fellow;  how  to  lead  aud  how  to  obey.  Here  is  opportunity  for 
developing  initiative  that  the  school  cannot,  as  at  present  organized 
offer.  Here  he  is  his  own  policeman  and  learns  to  be  the  guardian 
of  the  one  physically  his  inferior.  Just  as  at  Eaton  the  Battle  of 
Waterloo  was  fought,  i.  e.,  the  power  of  leadership  was  developed 
in  the  great  Wellington,  so  on  our  playgrounds  leaders  are  developed, 
perception  is  quickened,  dexterity  of  movement,  good  judgment,  rapid 
decision  and  efficient  will  power  are  increased. 

That  Satan  finds  mischief  for  idle  hands  to  do  is  as  true  to-day 
as  ever.  The  playground  provides  occupation  and  wholesome  em- 
ployment for  mind  and  body.  Mischief  disappears  from  the  street 
altogether  while  the  playgrounds  are  open,  and  there  is  much  less 
of  it  at  other  times  of  the  year  than  in  former  years. 

Play  is  not  a  luxury,  but  a  necessity.  The  duty  of  the  State  is  to 
give  the  child  a  chance  to  play  normally  under  proper  conditions. 

Manual  Arts. 

In  1900,  under  the  direction  of  the  Manual  Training  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  manual  training,  cooking  and  sewing 
were  introduced  into  the  schools.  During  the  summer  the  manual 
training  center  at  the  high  school  building  was  thoroughly  equipped 
with  twenty  work  benches,  ten  motors  head  speed  lathers,  a  tool 
cabinet,  band  saw,  circular  saw,  surfacer  and  an  engine  lather.  A 
mechanical  drawing  room  was  also  splendidly  equipped. 

During  the  first  year  woodwork  and  mechanical  drawing  were  given 
to  the  boys  of  the  high  school.  In  1910  an  additional  instructor 
was  employed  and  the  work  was  extended  to  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades.  In  1911  a  new  center  was  opened  in  the  Versailles  Avenue 
building  to  further  extend  the  work. 

In  1909  a  kitchen  was  fitted  up  in  the  basement  of  the  high  school 
building  with  a  dining  room  attached.  Both  rooms  were  equipped 
with  the  very  best  material  that  could  be  purchased.  During  the 
same  year  sewing  was  introduced  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 
The  following  year  two  additional  sewing  teachers  were  employed 
and  the  work  was  extended  through  the  fifth  grade.  The  work  in 
all  these  departments  has  been  very  successful.     . 

The  object  of  the  public  school  should  be  to  train  for  efficiency. 
The  old  form  of  education  no  longer  trains  our  boys  and  girls  to  meet 
the  changed  industrial  and  social  conditions.  We  need  to  train  our 
boys  and  girls  in  such  a  way  that  they  will  be  able  to  "hitch  on"  at  the 
right  place,  in  the  right  way,  and  at  the  right  time  when  they  leave 
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the  schools.  It  is  our  duty  to  find  out  as  soon  as  possible  what 
the  child  can  do  and  train  him  to  do  that  particular  thing.  The 
new  education  will  hold  to  the  essentials  of  the  old  curriculum,  but 
it  will  also  add  such  training  as  will  prei)are  the  child  to  do  some 
special  thing  well. 

Fire  Drills. 

Fire  drills  are  held  regularly  in  all  school  buildings  of  the  city. 
It  is  possible  for  many  of  the  buildings  to  dismiss  all  the  children 
in  one  and  one-half  minutes.  These  drills  are  held  for  the  purpose 
of  accustoming  the  children  to  leaving  the  building  in  the  shortest 
possible  time.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  every  precaution  is  taken  to 
safeguard  the  children  in  case  of  fire.  All  outside  doors  are  unlocked 
during  the  entire  day.  Fire  escapes  have  been  erected  and  each  year 
are  carefully  inspected. 

Discipline. 

The  discipline  in  the  schools  has  improved  very  much  during  the 
last  few  years.  The  teachers  are  not  resorting  to  corporal  punish- 
ment so  much  as  in  the  past.  During  the  past  two  years  corporal 
punishment  has  decreased  about  75  per  cent.  With  improvement  in 
teaching,  and  better  improvements  in  lighting,  heating  and  seating 
the  causes  for  friction  between  pupils  and  teachers  has  been  very 
much  lessened. 

Truancy. 

So  effective  has  been  the  work  of  the  attendance  officers  that  tru- 
ancy is  rapidly  disappearing  from  our  schools. 

Night  Schools. 

During  the  school  year  of  1909-1910  ten  teachers  were  employed 
in  the  night  schools.  Reading,  writing,  arithmetic.  English,  business 
forms,  stenography,  typewriting,  and  mechanical  drawing  were 
taught.  The  maximum  enrollment  during  the  year  was  400  pupils. 
The  work  was  much  more  satisfactory  than  we  expected.  The  results 
were  so  gratifying  to  the  Board  of  Education  that  it  made  a  liberal 
appropriation  for  the  work  next  year. 

Recess. 

In  1910,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Education,  recesses  were 
established  in  all  the  schools  beloAV  the  high  school.  This  has  proveit 
very  beneficial  to  the  children.  The  health  of  the  child  is  of  first 
importance.  Any  school  organization  which  removes  the  causes 
which  impair  the  health  of  the  child  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
The  recess  period  is  a  time  for  relaxation. 
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High  School. 

The  high  school  has  had  a  phenomenal  growth  during  the  past 
eight  or  nine  years.  The  ejirollment  during  the  past  year  was  587 
and  we  graduated  78  pupils  in  1912.  We  have  almost  as  many  pupils 
enrolled  in  our  high  school  as  Allegheny  City,  which  has  a  population 
I'our  times  as  large  as  McKeesport.  We  have  one-tiftli  as  many  pupils 
enrolled  as  Plttsburgli,  which  has  ten  times  as  many  children  enrolled 
in  the  elementary  schools  as  we  have. 

Many  causes  have  contributed  to  this  large  enrollment.  First, 
the  elementary  school  course  has  been  simplitied  so  it  is  possible  for 
a  normal  child  to  complete  the  elementary  course  in  eight  years; 
second,  the  teaching  in  the  elementary  schools  and  in  the  high  school 
has  been  very  much  improved  in  the  last  few  years ;  third,  the  course 
of  study  in  the  high  school  has  been  arranged  according  to  the  needs 
of  the  children.  The  commercial  course,  the  teacher's  training  course, 
literary,  scieutihc  and  preparatory  course^-,  all  of  which  have  been 
supplemented  with  a  course  in  domestic  science,  mechanical  drawing, 
and  manual  training,  gives  work  which  meets  the  requirements  of  all 
our  ihildreu  and  the  courses  have  all  proven  very  popular. 

Those  who  take  the  commercial  course  are  prepared  to  do  expert 
work  in  any  office.  They  not  only  have  a  thorough  course  in  short- 
hand, typewriting  and  bookkeeping,  but  they  have  well  trained  minds 
and  are  not  only  prepared  to  perform  the  mechanical  work  which 
ordinarily  goes  with  office  work,  but  they  are  capable  of  thinkingj 
and  thus  they  become  organizers  and  managers. 

The  teacher's  training  course,  which  consists  of  four  years  in  the 
high  school  and  one  year  of  post-graduate  work,  has  been  improving 
each  year  and  the  majority  of  our  graduates  are  exceptionally  well 
prepared  to  take  up  the  work  of  teaching  in  the  elementary  schools. 

The  scientitic  course  is  so  arranged  as  to  prepare  the  boys  to 
enter  technical  schools  or  take  up  technical  work  in  our  local  in- 
dustries. The  preparatory  course  is  so  arranged  as  to  prepare  boys 
and  girls  to  enter  colleges  and  universities.  The  literary  course  is 
intended  to  give  general  knowledge  to  those  who  do  not  care  to  pursue 
other  studies  in  higher  institutions. 

The  high  school  building  is  no  longer  large  enough  to  accommodate 
the  students  who  are  a])plying  for  high  school  education,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  in  the  near  future  to  provide  additional  accommodations 
The  best  investment  any  connnunity  can  make  is  the  investment 
which  it  makes  in  education.  A  man  with  no  education  has  one 
chance  in  150,000  to  become  a  successful  man;  a  man  with  a  common 
school  education  has  one  chance  in  40,000 ;  a  man  with  a  high  school 
education  has  one  chance  in  1,700;  and  a  man  with  a  college  education 
has  one  chance  in  250.     In  other  words,  the  man  with  a  common 
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school  education  has  40  times  as  many  chances  to  succeed  as  a  man 
with  no  education;  a  man  with  a  high  school  education  has  25  times 
as  many  chances  to  succeed  as  a  man  with  a  common  school  educa- 
tion. 

What  does  it  mean  that  the  high  school  of  this  city  has  increased 
from  200  to  678?  It  meaus  that  478  children  are  getting  an  education 
that  will  give  them  a  greater  earning  power  than  they  would  have 
had  had  they  left  school  at  the  end  of  the  elementary  course.  It 
means  that  this  city  is  increasing  the  earning  power  of  its  citizens 
as  well  as  preparing  them  better  to  become  citizens.  We  must  not 
forget  that  the  wealth  of  a  community  does  not  depend  upon  its 
beautiful  buildings,  and  streets,  but  upon  its  cultured  and  educated 
citizens. 

Ungraded  Classes. 

In  a  system  of  graded  schools  it  is  possible  to  teach  successfully 
all  the  children  except  those  who  are  unsually  slow  and  irregular  on 
account  of  sickness,  and  those  mentally  deficient.  The  unusually 
slow  and  irregular  children  should  be  educated  in  ungraded  schools 
where  they  could  receive  individual  attention.  The  mentally  deficient 
should  be  educated  in  a  special  school  established  for  that  purpose. 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  could  establish  two  or  three  ungraded  schools 
in  this  city,  which  would  be  a  very  great  help  to  the  children  who 
need  special  instruction. 

Schools  in  General. 

The  schools  in  general  are  in  a  very  healthy  condition.  Our  teach- 
ers are  hard-working  and  loyal.  Our  children  are  very  attentive  and 
regular  in  attendance  and  are  also  hard  workers.  The  public  is  very 
much  interested  in  this  problem  of  education  and  is  giving  its  hearty 
support  to  the  schools.  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Education 
are  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  give  the  city  an  efficient  system 
of  schools  at  the  lowest  possible  cost.  With  the  improvement  in 
teaching  and  the  simplification  of  the  Course  of  Study,  with  the 
introduction  of  sewing,  cooking  and  manual  arts,  the  high  school 
with  its  courses  for  all,  we  have  every  reason  to  feel  that  the  public 
education  in  this  city  is  fulfilling  its  mission,  namely,  to  prepare 
children  to  become  efficient  citizens  when  they  leave  the  schools. 

Professional  Training. 

During  the  year  the  teachers  of  the  elementary  schools  studied 
"The  Teacher  and  the  Schools,"  by  Dr.  Chauncey  P.  Colgrove,  and 
**The  New  Basis  of  Geography,"  by  Dr.  Eedpath.  The  high  school 
teachers  studied  "Some  Principles  of  Literary  Criticism,"  by  Dr. 
Winehest«p. 
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The  Education  Club,  which  held  seven  meetings  during  the  year, 
discussed  a  great  many  interesting  subjects  pertaining  to  health, 
government,  science,  etc. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  December  21  and  22  in  the  higb 
school  building.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Charles  Zueblin,  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess,  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris,  Dr.  W.  M.  Pierce,  and  Miss  Mar- 
garet Stahl.  The  work  done  by  these  instructors  was  practical,  stimu- 
lating and  interesting. 

Statistics. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled, 7,722 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  94 

Visits  of  parents,  25,863 

Visits  by  Directors,  801 

Visits  by  Superintendent,  2,203 

Visits  by  Writing  Supervisor, 2,007 

Visits  by  Music  Supervisor, 1,929 

Visits  by  Physical  Culture  Supervisor, 2,002 

Visits  by  Drawing  Supervisor, 1,400 

Visits  by  Sewing  Supervisor, 1,998 


McKEES  ROCKS— T.  K.  Johnston. 


The  enrollment  for  the  past  year  w^as  1,421,  besides  about  1,150  en- 
rolled in  the  Parochial  schools,  making  a  total  enrollment  of  about 
2,670  children.  The  attendance  average  95  per  cent,  and  the  number 
of  visits  made  by  parents  and  friends  of  the  school  was  285,  besides 
more  than  500  visitors  on  Patrons'  Day. 

In  each  of  our  four  buildings  we  appointed  a  special  day  for 
visitors  to  see  the  teaching  and  inspect  the  ''every-day"  work  of 
the  children.  The  introduction  of  Patrons'  Day  in  this  district  has 
contributed  much  to  the  welfare  of  our  school. 

Thirty-seven  pupils  were  prepared  for  entrance  to  high  school  and 
a  joint  high  school  for  McKees  Rocks  and  Stone  township  has  been 
established  and  a  course  of  study  for  three  years  has  been  adopted. 

Our  night  school  was  well  attended  during  the  year — from  October 
until  April — enrolling  about  7  applicants  and  requiring  the  em- 
ployment of  two  teachers. 

All  indications  point  to  a  successful  term  for  the  coming  year. 
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MAHAKOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhardt. 


That  a  child's  progress  in  schoolwork,  other  things  being  equal, 
depends  upon  his  contact  with  teacher  and  schools,  is  a  proposition 
that  needs  no  argument.  This  proposition  being  assumed,  the  infer- 
ence may  be  drawn  that  the  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  the  most 
satisfactory  in  the  history  of  our  schools,  inasmuch  as  the  enroll- 
ment and  attendance  were  the  highest  ever  before  reported.  The 
fact  that  we  were  about  a  half  dozen  points  short  of  perfection  iu 
attendance  leaves  no  room  for  boasting,  yet  it  is  gratifying  that  we 
have  passed  the  highest  point  heretofore  reached.  The  increased 
enrollment  and  attendance  are  due  to  the  enforcement  of  compul- 
sory attendance  laws  as  well  as  to  the  fact  that  parents  are  realizing 
every  day  more  keenly  that  sthool  is  the  best  i)lace  for  boys  and  girls 
until  they  are  old  enough  to  assist  in  making  the  household  living. 

There  is  an  item  of  educational  interest  which,  though  it  is  not 
a  direct  part  of  our  local  public  school  system,  is  nevertheless  wortliy 
of  mention.  1  refer  to  an  organized  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Heading  Coal  and  Iron  Comi)any  to  assist  and  en- 
courage young  men  to  continue  their  education  by  enrolling  with 
the  Scranton  Correspondence  School.  Arrangements  were  made  with 
the  local  school  authorities  by  which  a  room,  lighted  and  heated,  was 
furnished  at  small  cost.  The  Coal  and  Iron  Compau}'  employed  a 
teacher.  A  class  of  about  forty  young  men  was  formed  who  pursued 
their  studies  from  November  to  May,  the  school  being  in  two  sessions 
per  week.  Satisfactory  progress  is  reported  and  it  is  understood 
that  the  good  work  will  be  continued  next  year.  McCann's  Business 
College,  a  well  equipped  and  etticiently  conducted  institution,  was 
also  well  patronized. 

The  transit  from  the  old  to  the  new  School  Code  was  effected  with- 
out friction  in  this  district.  The  fifteen  directors  who  held  ofiflce 
one  year  ago  probably  did  not  find  it  agi-eeable  to  be  ''ripped"  out 
of  office,  but  the  new  order  of  things  was  gracefully  acquiesced  in. 
Six  of  the  seven  directors  elected  last  November  were  members  of 
the  old  board,  and  the  experience  of  the  past  seven  months  has  given 
ample  evidence  that  seven  men  can  transact  the  business  of  the 
school  district  with  even  greater  facility  than  fifteen  formerly  could. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  once  more  to  urge  that  the  law  relating  to  the 
employment  of  children  ought  to  be  so  modified  asi  to  permit  them 
to  work  during  vacation,  even  if  they  are  a  year  or  two  short  of 
fourteen.     In  a  general  way  the  law  is  excellent,  and  T  do  not  wish 
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to  be  imdei\stood  as  finding  fault  with  it.  But  a  healthy,  strong  boy 
of  thii'teen  can  work,  is  as  a  rule  willing  to  work,  and,  I  believe, 
ought  to  work  during  his  vacation  days.  The  casualities  of  the  mine 
worker  make  many  widows  and  fatherless  children.  The  widow 
is  often  in  sore  distress  and  if  lier  boy  or  girl  of  thirteen  could  get 
employment  during  vaaction  a  moiety  of  the  distress  might  be  re- 
lieved. It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  there  are  good  reasons  why 
boys  and  girls  should  be  permitted  to  get  employment  at  least  a  year 
earlier,  but  only  during  vacation,  than  the  law  as  it  now  stands 
permits.  A  modification  of  the  law  would  prove  a  blessing  to  man}' 
homes. 

In  concluding  this  brief  report  permit  me  to  say  that  I  look  upon 
the  past  year's  work  with  pleasure.  The  enrollment  and  attendance 
were  at  their  highest;  the  public  health  was  excellent;  teachers  all 
along  the  line  did  their  best;  the  public  library  was  well  patronized 
by  the  school  children;  the  class  that  completed  the  eighth  grade 
course  was  larger  by  ten  per  cent,  than  the  previous  largest  class; 
the  high  school  graduating  class,  though  not  the  largest  in  the  history 
of  the  school,  was  the  largest  in  a  dozen  years;  finally  the  closing 
exercises  of  the  eighth  grade  and  high  school  were  a  source  of  pleas- 
ure and  delight  to  the  large  audiences  attending  them. 


MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP,  SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Frank  J. 

*     Noonan. 


The  work  in  our  schools  during  the  ]>ast  term  was  simply  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  good  work  of  the  preceding  year.  No  innovations 
worthy  of  note  Avere  attempted,  but  the  plans  outlined  in  the  1910-11 
term  and  carefully  followed  ever  since,  have  shown  good  results.  The 
reading,  particularly  in  the  lower  grades,  has  im|)roved  wonderfully 
and  the  pleased  coinments  o!"  ](areiits  and  plainly  evident  pleasure 
of  the  children  in  their  work  show  i^hat  the  efforts  put  forth  in  this 
direction  ai-e  appreciated. 

The  enrollment  in  our  schools  was  the  heaviest  in  the  history  of 
the  townshi])  and  the  i»ercentage  of  attendance  very  good  considering 
the  unusually  severe  winter.  Our  high  .school  exercises  were  held  in 
the  Kaier  Opera  House  on  June  ith,  when  a  class  of  eleven  graduated. 
The  house  was  thronged  with  friends  of  the  young  ])eo])le  and  all  were 
delighted  with  the  program  rendered. 

A  commodious,  up-to-date  building,  the  plans  for  which  were  aj*- 
proved  by  the  State  Board,  is  in  course  of  erection  at  Buck  Mountain. 
16 
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When  completed  and  equipped,  this  will  be  one  of  the  finest  buildings 
in  the  district.  A  much  needed  addition  is  also  being  made  to  the 
Suffolk  school.  Many  improvements  were  made  to  buildings  during 
the  year,  among  them  being  the  placing  of  maple  floors  in  fourteen 
schools  and  the  furnishing  of  six  rooms  with  two  hundred  and  forty 
single  desks. 

In  addition  to  employing  a  janitress  for  every  building  in  the 
township  two  years  ago,  last  June  our  directors  increased  the  teach- 
ers' salaries  to  the  extent  of  |2,600  per  year.  Our  teaching  force 
remains  intact  for  the  coming  term,  with  the  exception  of  Miss  Agnes 
Boyce,  who,  after  twelve  years  of  faithful  service,  resigned  to  accept 
a  position  in  the  Wilkes-Barre  high  school. 

I  heartily  agree  with  many  superintendents  in  their  criticisms  of 
the  child  labor  law.  From  the  beginning,  I  have  contended  that 
there  should  be  a  modification  of  the  law  so  as  to  permit  a  child  to 
work  during  the  months  in  which  the  schools  are  closed.  No  law 
should  be  made  to  work  unnecessary  hardship.  The  law  in  general 
is  a  good  one,  but  that  feature  of  it  which  robs  many  a  helpless 
mother  of  her  only  aid  aud  many  a  sturdy  little  lad  of  the  independ- 
ence which  is  his  by  right,  has  never  met  with  my  approval.  No  one 
should  be  compelled  to  ask  alms  and  at  the  same  time  be  denied  the 
right  to  work.  I  have  known  scores  of  cases  where  the  operation 
of  this  law  was  cruel.  Let  the  next  legislature  give  to  those  upon 
whom  the  duty  of  granting  certificates  devolves  a  wider  discretionary 
power,  so  that  facts  and  actual  conditions  may  be  dealt  with  as  they 
should  be. 

With  a  corps  of  teachers  that  has  remained  practically  undisturbed 
since  the  writer  returned  to  the  superintendency  four  years  ago,  with 
a  Board  of  Directors  that  is  willing  to  do  everything  for  the  children, 
and  with  a  feeling  that  the  general  trend  is  onward  and  upward 
toward  a  better  and  nobler  community,  a  quickened  humanity  that 
is  learning  to  feel  for  and  be  interested  in  all  that  surround  it,  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  better  things  are  in  store  for  our 
young  friends. 

The  writer,  being  now  "of  age"  as  a  school  superintendent,  having 
received  his  first  commission  twenty-one  years  ago,  desires  to  express 
at  this  time  his  deep  appreciation  of  the  many  kind  acts  of  pupils, 
teachers,  patrons,  directors  and  Department  officials  that  have  con- 
tributed so  much  to  the  pleasure  of  his  humble  efforts  during  these 
years. 
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MEADVILLE— K.  H.  Bellows. 


Our  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,685  in  the  elementary 
schools  and  400  in  the  high  school  or  a  total  enrollment  of  2,151.  This 
was  an  increase  of  55  in  the  elementary  schools  and  74  in  the  high 
school  or  a  total  increase  of  129.  Over  one-fifth  of  our  total  enroll- 
ment or  21  per  cent,  are  members  of  our  high  school.  There  was  a 
gratifying  increase  of  1)2  in  the  average  daily  attendance  and  of  13 
in  the  percentage  of  attendance  over  last  year.  The  number  of  be- 
ginners entering  the  first  grade  was  215,  the  number  graduating  from 
the  elementary  schools  was  129  and  the  number  of  graduates  from  the 
high  school  was  55.  The  per  cent,  of  non-promotions  in  the  element- 
ary schools  was  11  i)er  cent.  The  percentage  of  average  children  in 
several  grades  in  the  elementary  schools  was  as  follows: 

13  per  cent,  in  tlie  first,  23  per  cent,  in  the  second. 

31  per  cent,  in  the  third,  34  per  cent,  in  the  fourth. 

40  per  cent,  in  the  fifth,  35  per  cent,  in  the  sixth. 

29  per  cent,  in  the  seventh,  25  per  cent,  in  the  eighth, 
or  an  average  of  28  per  cent  for  the  elementary  schools.     The  cost 
per  capita  in  the  elementary  schools  was  $32.67  and  in  the  high 
school  130.54. 

Medical  Inspection. 

The  examination  shows  that  509  girls  and  557  boys,  or  1,066  (about 
50  per  cent,  of  our  pupils),  have  one  or  more  physical  defects.  As 
some  pupils  have  several  defects  the  total  number  of  defects  exceeds 
the  number  of  pupils  suffering  from  defects.  Of  the  1,501  pupils 
sufl'ering  from  physical  defects,  879  had  defective  teeth,  249  had 
adenoids,  250  had  enlarged  tonsils  and  74  had  defective  vision.  In 
order  to  make  our  system  of  medical  inspection  more  effective  a 
trained  nurse  should  follow  up  the  notice  to  the  home  whenever  the 
case  is  serious. 

Social  Center. 

Feeling  the  need  of  a  gymnasium  or  recreation  center  for  the  boys 
of  our  city  during  winter  evenings  a  Social  Center  Association  made 
a  modest  beginning  in  the  high  school  building  late  last  winter  and 
continued  its  activities  until  April.  Volunteer  workers  composed  of 
the  committee  and  college  men  were  in  charge  of  the  public  lectures, 
gymnastics,  reading  and  game  rooms. 

16—6—1912 


242  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Our  equipment,  both  as  to  gymnasium  apparatus  and  games  was  al- 
togetlier  too  meager  to  satisfy  tlie  desires  of  tlie  older  boys  and  failed 
to  attract  them,  but  the  younger  boys  appreciated  and  used  the  place 
throughout  the  season.  The  work  of  the  committees  was  handicapped 
on  account  of  a  lack  of  funds,  but  already  the  Avork  for  this  winter 
is  under  way,  and  Ihe  couuiiittee  hopes  to  I)e  able  to  furnish  an  equip- 
ment whicli  will  ])i'<)ve  attractive  to  boys  and  young  men  of  all  ages. 

New  Course. 

A  four  years  domestic  science  and  arts  course  for  high  school  girls 
was  organized  last  year  and  thirteen  girls  elected  it.  The  first  year 
of  the  course  is  similar  to  the  work  of  the  college  preparatory  or  the 
commercial  course,  but  in  the  second  and  the  succeeding  years  much 
time  is  spent  in  the  study  of  everything  that  makes  for  a  healthful 
home.  Such  subjects  as  home  nursing,  care  of  the  girl's  rooms,  ven- 
tilation, sanitation,  value  of  foods,  economical  buying,  cutting  to 
scale,  laundering,  etc.,  are  carefully  taught  by  trained  specialists. 
While  this  course  Avould  be  of  great  value  to  all  our  girls,  it  is  now 
elected  by  those  wlio  do  not  care  to  fit  themselves  foi*  college  or  for 
business. 

Thirteen  young  ladies  have  now  completed  the  first  year  of  the 
practical  work  of  the  course  (the  sophomore  year),  and  all  are  enthus- 
iastic .about  it.  We  liape  to  continue  with  the  present  class  and  to 
organize  aaiother  this  fall. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


The  new  high  school  building  being  completed,  the  opening  of  the 
schools  the  first  Monday  in  September  was  hailed  with  delight.  The 
building  is  one  of  the  finest  in  this  section  of  the  State  and  amply 
provides  for  the  high  school  as  well  as  six  grade  schools.  The  build- 
ing was  dedicated  September  22,  1911.  All  the  schools  participated 
in  the  music,  accompanied  by  the  Liberty  Band.  The  following  pro- 
gram was  rendered:  Prayer,  Kev.  U.  S.  G.  Kenn;  music;  presenta- 
tion of  flag,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  No.  371 ;  acceptance  of  flag,  Mr.  H.  C. 
Lindemuth,  president  of  board;  music;  dedicatory  address.  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeft'er;  music;  greetings,  su])erintendents  Downes,  McCjiinnis  and 
Garver;  benediction,  T?ev.  J.  M.  Shelly. 

The  old  high  school  rooms  are  utilized  as  the  home  for  the  centra- 
lized grammar  schools  of  the  town.    This  school  is  now  conducted  on 
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the  departmental  plan  under  the  direction  of  competent  teachers. 
Since  organization,  the  work  of  the  school  has  very  noticeably  in- 
creased in  interest  and  efticiency. 

Considerable  i)ublic  interest  was  manifested  in  beautifying  the 
rooms  and  halls  of  the  school  buildings.  With  pleasure  we  acknow- 
ledge the  following  gifts:  Bust  of  Horace  Mann,  by  the  Junior 
American  Mechanics;  bust  of  Washington  by  the  Daughters  of 
Liberty;  bust  of  Lincoln  by  the  Sons  of  Veterans;  bas  relief — -Wash- 
ingtcm  crossing  the  Delaware — by  the  Woman's  Club ;  furnishings  for 
rest  room  by  the  Mothers'  Congress  Circle.  Besides  these  decorations 
a  number  of  handsome  pictures  were  presented. 

Ilegular  literary  society  work  was  conducted  by  the  high  and  gram- 
mar schools  semi-monthly  throughout  the  year.  This  is  one  phase 
of  our  work  that  is  bringing  good  results  and  aids  our  students  in 
their  preparation  to  take  a  ]>lace  in  the  atfairs  of  life.  The  literary 
Avork  was  given  considerable  impetus  by  Mr.  James  G.  Hatz,  a  grad- 
Tuite  of  our  high  school  and  now  a  prominent  young  attorney,  who 
established  an  oratorical  contest  in  which  prizes  of  ten  and  five  dol- 
lars in  gold  are  given  to  the  members  of  the  senior  class  who  in  a 
public  contest  excel  in  the  delivery  of  an  oration  or  declamation.  The 
first  contest  was  held  in  April,  six  students  taking  part.  Prof.  W. 
S.  Herzog,  Dr.  L.  S.  Sliimmel  and  Prof.  C.  S.  Davis  served  as  judges. 
The  successful  contestants  were  Miss  Bertha  M.  Komberger  and  Mr. 
Frank  P.  Whitman. 

The  general  AVork  of  the  schools  Avas  above  tlie  average.  The  high 
school  maintains  a  four  years'  course  with  four  teachers  in  charge. 
The  high  school  graduates  are  taking  up  Avork  in  higher  institutions 
of  learning  and  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  local  pride  that  these 
students  are  capturing  high  standing  and  prizes  in  their  college 
courses.  We  anticipatje  strengthening  our  science  department  by  the 
introduction  of  a  chemical  laboratory.  When  this  is  done  we  will 
have  the  high  school  so  organized  that  the  students  Avill  receive  four 
years'  work  along  each  of  the  following  lines:  English,  mathematics, 
languages  and  science. 

The  only  matter  that  cast  a  gloom  over  the  work  of  the  year  was  the 
death  of  our  oldest  teacher,  Miss  Emma  A.  Murr,  Avho  taught  45  years 
in  the  schools  of  the  borough.  Hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  Avere 
touched  and  elevated  by  her  teachings.  Her  life  was  one  of  consecrated 
devotion  to  her  chosen  profession.  Loyalty  to  her  work,  enthusiasm, 
strong  common  sense  and  tact  in  handling  classes  had  rightly  obtained 
for  her  more  than  or<]inarv  success  as  a  teacher. 
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MILTON—W.  A.  Wilson. 


We  occupied  our  new  high  school  building  for  the  first  time.  The 
attendance  was  larger  than  was  ex])ected.  We  were  compelled  to  em- 
ploy another  teacher  making  nine  in  all  in  the  high  school  faculty. 

We  combined  all  grammar  schools,  eighth  grades,  in  the  central 
grammar  school  in  the  old  high  school  room  in  the  Washington  build- 
ing. 

We  have  had  a  good  year.  There  has  been  little  sickness,  so  that 
our  attendance  has  been  fine,  96  per  cent. 

In  point  of  efficiency,  the  year  has  been  the  best.  There  were  fifty- 
two  pupils  who  completed  the  various  high  school  courses  and  grad- 
uated. 

There  were  16  failures  in  the  four  high  school  classes,  but  45  per 
cent,  of  all  high  school  pupils  attained  a  standing  of  90  per  cent,  and 
above.  There  were  70  pupils  from  adjoining  townships  which  paid 
in  tuition  for  these  pupils  over  |2,200.00. 

We  have  employed  a  supervisor  of  music  and  draAving  for  next  year. 

Our  greatest  need  now,  is  an  auditorium  for  our  new  high  school 
building. 


MINEKSVILLE— W.  M.  Yeingst. 


Our  schools  closed  on  the  sixth  of  June.  We  feel  confident  that  this 
has  been  the  most  successful  year  in  the  history  of  our  schools.  We 
graduated  twenty-three  young  men  and  women.  Of  this  number  ten 
have  made  arrangements  to  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

Last  fall  we  occupied  our  new  |4,300  building.  This  building, 
modem  in  all  respects,  reflects  great  credit  upon  a  school  board  with 
sufQcient  foresight  to  meet  the  growing  requirements  of  our  boys  and 
girls.  It  has  given  us  the  opportunity  of  centralizing  our  grammar 
schools  and  doing  department  work  therein.  It  has  also  enabled  us 
to  thoroughly  equip  a  chemical  labaratory  and  give  us  sufficient  room 
for  our  commercial  course,  elective  for  juniors  and  seniors.  The 
head  of  this  department  has  succeeded  in  producing  work  that  is  very 
gratifying  to  say  the  least. 
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It  is  a  source  of  gratification  when  teachers  work  so  faithfully  as 
our  teachers  for  the  past  year.  We  feel  confident  that  each  teacher 
has  done  all  in  his  power  to  make  our  schools  better. 

Considering  many  of  our  schools  are  more  than  eighty  per  cent, 
foreign,  it  is  real  surprising  that  so  much  has  been  accomplished.  The 
results  obtained  by  our  special  primary  schools  established  several 
years  ago,  have  been  such  that  they  have  come  to  stay. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
manv  courtesies  received  and  the  valuable  information  given. 


MONESSEN— H.  E.  Gress. 


Our  schools  closed  May  30th.  On  May  29th,  a  class  of  nine  gradu- 
ated from  our  high  school.  This  class  was  not  so  large  as  our  last 
year's  class,  but  our  present  junior  class  is  the  largest  in  the  history 
of  the  schools.  All  of  our  graduating  class,  consisting  of  4  girls  and 
5  boys,  intend  to  continue  their  education  at  some  higher  institution. 
Three  of  whom  entered  normal  school  as  soon  as  they  graduated  from 
the  high  school. 

Last  year  our  crowded  condition  was  relieved  by  the  erection  of  a 
new  eight- room  building,  but  the  new  building  is  now  filled  and  we 
shall  be  much  in  need  of  room  the  coming  year.  The  increase  in  our 
total  enrollment  during  the  year  has  been  from  1,914  to  2,176. 

The  attendance  has  been  good.  There  has  been  little  sickness  among 
pupils  and  teachers.  There  has  been  no  epidemic,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  cases  of  mumps.  The  rooms  were  all  thoroughly  disinfected 
during  the  holiday  vacation;  and  this,  I  believe,  has  helped  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  disease. 

The  pupils  and  teachers,  as  well  as  the  other  people  of  the  toTVTi, 
are  much  handicapped  on  account  of  lack  of  access  to  a  library;  but 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  there  is  a  movement  on  foot  to  relieve  this 
long  felt  want. 

The  teachers  have  done  very  good  work  during  the  year.  They 
have  been  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools  and  in  the  progress 
of  their  pupils.  They  have  worked  harmoniously  with  the  management 
of  the  schools,  and  good  will  has  existed  between  teachers  and  pupils. 

Teachers'  meetings  and  grade  meetings  were  held  monthly  through- 
out the  year.  Colgrove's  "The  Teacher  and  the  School"  was  the 
basis  for  study  and  discussion  at  the  general  teachers'  meetings. 
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Dr.  Robert  A.  Armstrong,  head  of  the  department  of  English  of 
the  T'niversity  of  West  Virginia,  delivered  a  series  of  lectures  on 
literature  and  education  during  the  winter  months.  These  were  at- 
tended by  tlie  teachers  and  others  who  were  interested  in  these  sub- 
jects.   ]\Iuch  inspiration  and  good  was  gained  by  those  who  attended. 

Realizing  the  lack  of  sufficient  training  in  the  fundamentals,  much 
attention  has  been  given  to  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and 
language.  Reading  and  language  have  been  emphasized  in  all  the 
grades;  in  the  intermediate  grades  stress  has  been  laid  upon  accurate 
and  rapid  drill  in  the  combinations  and  multiplication  of  numbers. 
In  the  grammar  grades  the  practical  side  of  arithmetic  has  been  con- 
sidered important.  Mucli  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  writing, 
this  improvement  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  manuscript  work  of 
the  pupils.  Although,  as  stated,  there  has  been  much  emphasis  placed 
upon  these  important  branches,  yet  there  is  much  room  for  improve- 
ment ;  and  we  hope  to  secure  still  better  results  the  coming  year. 

During  this  year  manual  training  has  been  introduced  into  the 
7-A  grade.  Heretofore  it  was  given  to  the  boys  of  the  8-B  and  8-A 
grades.  For  several  years  sewing  has  been  taught  to  the  girls  of  the 
7-A,  8-B  and  8-A  grades.  Tn  the  near  future  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
devote  more  time  to  these  important  subjects,  as  well  as  introduce 
them  into  still  more  classes.  In  addition  to  sewing,  we  should  also 
like  to  add  other  branches  of  domestic  science. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  board  of  directors  for  the  interest  taken  in 
the  schools  and  for  their  hearty  co-operation  during  the  year. 


MONONGAHELA   CITY— Renwick   G.  Dean. 


The  schools  of  Monongahela  Gity  have  been  doing  steady  work  dur- 
ing the  term  which  closed  June  first,  1912.  A  spirit  of  co-operation 
has  been  manifest  throughout  llie  whole  school  system.  Our  teachers 
have  worked  faithfully,  and  for  the  most  part  successfully,  and  the 
results  of  their  efforts  have  been  gratifying  to  the  Superintendent  and 
to  the  l>oard  of  directors.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  the  results  of 
a  school  term  there  are  so  many  elements  that  enter  into  conditions 
and  the  work,  that  the  best  work,  and  the  best  teaching  may  not 
show  for  its  full  value.  Moral  growth  and  strength  of  character  can- 
not be  measured  at  the  beginning  nor  at  the  close  of  a  school  term 
but  the  interest  and  earnestness  of  the  pupil  and  the  spirit  and  the 
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energy  of  the  teaclier  and  the  general  tone  throngh  jlie  work  can  be 
felt  and  seen.  These  evidences  of  good  healthy  woi-k  are  full}'^  ap- 
preciated by  the  patrons  and  the  connnnnity  wherever  seen. 

During  the  juist  year  Ave  Iiave  grown  in  iinmbers,  at  the  opening 
of  the  term  our  eurolluient  was  sixteen  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and 
forty  more  than  at  any  })revious  time  in  the  history  of  our  schools. 

In  December  ol"  nineteen  hundred  ten,  we  dedicated  a  new  school 
building  of  twelve  class  i-ooms — -one  of  the  best  equipped  school  build- 
ings to  bo  found  in  the  ^^tate.  But  we  are  crowded  in  our  i)resent 
number  of  recitation  rooms,  and  have  had  plans  drawn  and  are  ar- 
ranging to  l)ui]d  an  annex  of  five  recitation  rooms  to  our  tii'st  ward 
school  building. 

We  held  our  annual  Patrons'  Day  on  March  10,  1912.  Eleven  hun- 
dred visitors  responded  to  our  invitation  and  visited  our  schools  dur- 
ing the  day  sessions,  and  probably  more  than  that  number  in  the  even- 
ing. It  was  gratifying  to  see  the  interest  taken  in  our  scliools  by  the 
patrons.  A  clearer  understanding  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the 
teacher  and  the  school  can  be  gotten  by  frequent  visits  by  ]!arent  to 
the  class  room. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  of  1911-12  we  lengthened  our  high 
school  course  from  three  years  to  four  years.  Six  of  the  graduates  of 
the  pi'evious  year  returned  to  complete  the  longer  course.  This 
necessitated  four  teachers  in  the  high  school ;  next  year  we  will  need 
five  teachers  to  care  for  tlie  increased  enrollment.  Our  enrollment 
in  high  school  will  reach  one  hundred  twenty-fivo. 

During  the  term  we  inaugurated  sewing  in  our  schools  and  carried 
the  work  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades.  This  has  been  done  by 
volunteer  teachers  from  the  Ladies  Fi-iday  Conversational  Club  of 
Monongahela  City.  The  results  have  been  quite  satisfactory,  the 
girls  were  exceedingly  interested  in  the  work. 

As  a  whole  our  tei-m  of  1911-12  w^as  a  successful  t)ne,  during  the 
term  1870  pupils  were  enrolled  with  a  percentage  attendance  of  90. 
We  hope  for  still  gi-eater  results  during  next  term. 


MOUNT  CARMEL— S.  H.  Dean. 


Our  schools  are  the  right  of  every  child.  Lack  of  means  j>revents 
our  doing  all  we  v^'ish,  but  the  common  sense  studies  that  nourish  the 
mental  faculties  and  make  possible  the  awakening  and  elerjrifving  the 
initial  powers  of  the  child  are  our  aim  as  far  as  we  have  the  money. 
It  is  a  comfort  to  remember  that  a  few  subjects  well  digested  are 
worth  more  than  a  larger  number  poorly  assimilated.     Our  children 
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are  taught  to  study  aud  struggle,  with  difficulties  and  persevere.  The 
children  that  make  the  best  show  and  learn  the  quickest  are  not 
getting  as  much  mental  muscle  as  those  that  have  to  dig  and  struggle. 
If  they  hold  on  and  develop  the  bull-dog  grip  they  will  win  out  in 
life's  battle. 

Our  high  school  pupils  are  allowed  to  recite  in  but  four  recitations 
a  day  thus  can  better  concentrate  than  they  could  if  they  dabbled  in 
six  or  seven  studies. 

The  ground  for  a  new  up-to-date  high  school  building  has  been  pur- 
chased aud  we  will  soon  have  manual  training  and  domestic  science 
made  possible.  During  the  last  four  years  the  numbers  in  the  high 
school  have  doubled  and  at  present  we  are  troubled  to  find  standing 
room  for  them. 

The  vaccination  law  in  our  schools  is  kept,  but  not  in  the  Sunday 
Schools  nor  in  the  Parochial  Schools.  The  buildings  are  thoroughly 
fumigated  from  time  to  time  and  the  city  sewage  has  no  outlet  but 
floods  the  swamp  at  the  edge  of  the  town.  We  instruct  the  youth  in 
the  schools  about  the  disease  germs  and  make  it  possible  to  cultivate 
millions  of  flies  and  mosquitos  to  cause  the  instmction  to  sink  in 
deep. 

Employment  certificates  are  issued  by  the  Superintendent  by  the 
hundred  with  no  pay.  Reports  are  continually  coming  in  that  dis- 
tant collieries  are  not  calling  for  working  certificates  and  that  they 
employ  children  less  than  fourteen  years  of  age.  Personally  the 
Superintendent  of  Mount  Carmel  Schools  thinks  the  law  as  now  on 
the  statute  books  is  an  outrage  on  the  youth  of  our  State,  and  a 
shame  that  such  a  rich  State  as  Pennsylvania  asks  their  Superin- 
tendents to  make  out  these  certificates  without  pay.  A  laborer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire.  Children  ought  to  work  during  vacation.  The  coun- 
try child  can  work  and  develop  a  love  of  work  while  young.  The  town 
child  must  run  the  street  unless  the  parent  is  willing  to  swear  to  a 
lie  and  the  Superintendent  must  be  a  party  to  the  crime  breeder  of 
idleness,  lying,  starving,  etc.  Truly  the  Superintendent  must  be  a 
Solomon  to  know  who  are  swearing  to  lies,  whose  baptism  certificates 
are  scratched  and  changed.  Day  and  night,  before  rising  and  after 
going  to  bed,  week  days  and  Sundays  he  is  begged  to  sign  a  little  lie, 
do  a  little  wrong,  and  think  a  few  hard  thoughts  of  the  legislators  who 
bungled  so  at  the  labor  question. 

Some  vicious  parties  are  continually  sending  pernicious  literature 
to  the  Superintendent  and  directors  decrying  medical  inspection.  If 
they  were  honest  they  would  be  willing  to  come  to  Mount  Carmel  and 
let  me  take  them  to  our  schools  and  study  the  facts.  Hundreds  lose 
grades  through  lack  of  proper  medical  attention.  And  yet  we  are 
forced  to  ask  what  is  the  good  of  medical  inspection  if  there  is  no 
money  to  take  care  of  the  needy  ? 
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NANTICOKE— Alton  P.  Diffendafer. 


My  report  for  this  school  year  does  not  differ  materially  from  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  We  haA^e  not  attempted  to  make  any  marked 
changes  in  our  course  of  study  or  routine  of  school  work. 

Our  heaviest  task  has  been  (1)  to  provide  adequate  school  room  to 
accommodate  an  ever  increasing  number  of  children,  (2)  to  improve 
the  work  done  in  our  schools.  Our  limited  finances  do  not  permit 
us  to  build  as  rapidly  as  the  town  grows.  This  results  in  over- 
crowded school  rooms  and  prevents  teachers  doing  the  individual 
work  that  is  required  for  thoroughness  and  real  progress.  We  are 
endeavoring  to  increase  the  number  of  school  rooms  by  adding  ad- 
ditions to  existing  buildings. 

Twenty-one  young  men  and  ladies  were  graduated  from  our  high 
school.  Dr.  INfadison  S,  Peters  of  New  York,  addressed  the  graduates 
on  "How  to  Get  There  and  Stay  There." 


NEW  BKTGHTON— Flovd  Atwell. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  report  a  successful  year's  work  in  our 
schools.  In  coming  to  this  woi-k  in  June,  1911,  I  found  it  well  or- 
ganized and  that  it  had  been  under  good  management.  With  this 
fact  in  view,  I  have  made  only  such  changes  in  the  administration  of 
affairs  as  seemed  absolutely  necessary  to  meet  new  conditions  as  they 
arose  and  to  keep  abreast  with  the  times. 

The  salary  schedule,  the  mid-year  promotions  and  the  system  of 
records  and  reports,  all  of  which  were  in  vogue  last  year,  were  con- 
tinued this  year  with  satisfactory  results.  The  people  of  New 
Brighton  always  have  had  the  reputation  of  manifesting  a  great  in- 
terest in  their  public  schools  and  this  same  attitude  of  harmonious 
co-operation  has  been  in  evidence  throughout  this  entire  year. 

The  grade  teachers  of  last  year  with  only  a  few  exceptions  con- 
tinued the  work  this  year  and  as  the  majority  of  them  are  persons  of 
extended  preparation  and  experience  the  efficiency  of  the  work  was 
kept  up  to  the  usual  good  standard.     At  the  time  of  the  mid-term 
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promotions  it  became  necessary  to  add  oue  teacher  to  the  high  school 
faculty  on  account  of  Uie  increased  enrollment.  This  addition  to  the 
faculty  enabled  us  to  re-organize  the  work  of  the  high  school  and  to 
carry  it  on  in  a  more  satisfactory  way. 

Although  the  subject  of  special  teachers  for  backward  and  re- 
tarded pupils  has  been  a  topic  of  consideration  among  educators  for 
many  years,  this  year  marked  the  beginning  of  the  work. in  our  school. 
One  of  our  most  exi)erienced  and  capable  teachers  devoted  her  entire 
time  and  attention  to  this  class  of  pupils.  It  is  too  soon  at  this  time 
for  us  to  draw  definite  conclusions  as  to  the  final  efficiency  of  this 
plan  of  work,  3^et  we  are  highl}^  pleased  with  the  work  that  has  been 
done  this  year.  About  twenty  ])ackward  and  retarded  pupils  received 
special  instruction  each  montli  and  a  total  of  seventy-five  ditferent 
ones  were  taught  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  chicken  pox  and  w^hooping  cough  Avere 
prevalent  in  the  district  at  ditferent  times  during  the  year  however 
they  were  kept  under  proper  control  and  did  not  seriously  effect  the 
attendance  or  the  work  of  the  school. 

The  enrollment  of  most  of  our  rooms  during  the  year  was  too 
high  and  three  teachers  taught  in  rooms  temporarily  equipped  for 
the  year.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  this  congested  situation  is  being 
wisely  taken  care  of  by  our  board  of  directors  in  the  erection  and 
equipment  of  a  new  eight-room,  fire-proof  building  at  a  cost  of 
145,000.00.  In  this  building,  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  seven 
teachers  will  take  up  their  work  at  the  opening  of  school  next  Sep- 
tember. 

As  a  further  evidence  of  the  progressive  spirit  that  prevades  our 
school  board,  I  wish  to  state  that  they  have  elected  for  the  coming 
year  a  very  capable  supervising  principal,  who,  under  the  Superin- 
tendent's direction,  will  devote  all  of  her  time  to  tlie  supervision  of 
the  work  in  our  third  and  fourth  wards. 


NEW  CASTLE— T.  A.  Kimes. 


The  school  term  of  1911  and  1012  has  just  closed,  and  aside  from 
the  fact  that  we  believe  it  has  been  one  of  our  best  terms,  we  have 
nothing  remarkable  to  report. 

Our  total  enrollment  almost  reached  the  six  thousand  mark,  of 
these  more  than  six  hundred  are  in  the  high  school. 

Our  year's  experience  with  manual  training  and  domestic  sciejQce 
in  the  eighth  grade  has  been  such  that  next  year  we  will  extend  this 
work  to  grades  six  and  seven. 
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That  we  have  met  with  some  success  in  our  effort  to  emphasize  the 
fundamentals  in  education,  is  evidenced  b}^  the  fact  that  our  per- 
centage of  pupils  promoted  in  the  grades  is  5  per  cent,  better  this 
year  tban  it  was  last.  That  a  school  spirit  is  being  developed  is 
shown  by  llie  fact  that  about  00  ]>er  cent,  of  the  ])upils  promoted  to 
the  high  school  in  the  spring,  report  at  the  0})eniug  of  the  fall  term, 
against  a  percentage  of  75,  that  was  the  standard  five  or' six  years 
ago. 

Not  only  was  our  total  enrollment  the  largest  in  the  history  of  our 
school,  but  the  class  graduating  this  year  numbering  105,  is  also 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  New  (Castle  schools. 

That  we  have  the  pleasure  of  making  this  report  which  indicates 
progress  in  our  ])ublic  school  system,  is  due  to  the  united  effort  of 
our  teaching  force,  su])])orted  by  a  progressive  board  of  education  and 
a  loyal  and  symi)athetic  public  sentiment.  These  conditions  have 
nuuh  to  do  (oward  making  our  Avork  a  pleasure  as  well  as  more  effi- 
cient. 


XEWPOKT  TOWNSHIP,  LT^ZERNE  COUNTY— H.  U.  Nvhart. 


Our  school  term  of  ten  months  closed  June  14th.  The  commence- 
ment exercises  were  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  high  school  build- 
ing.   The  graduating  class  was  composed  of  six  girls  and  seven  boys. 

The  work  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been  satisfactory 
to  all  concerned.  Tn  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  number  of  changes  were 
made  in  the  teaching  force,  the  work  compared  very  favorably  with 
the  work  of  previous  years. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  each  month  during  the  term. 

An  entertainment  course  consisting  of  tive  numbers  was  conducted 
under  the  auspices  of  the  teachers'  institute.  The  Kedpath-Tirockway 
Bureau  supplied  the  talent.  This  work  w^as  very  popular  with  our 
I»eople.  We  believe  that  it  has  given  our  young  ]»eople  a  better  idea 
of  what  a  high  class  entertainment  should  be. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  term  the  three  grammar  grades  gave 
an  entertainment  in  the  high  school  auditorium.  The  object  of  thi? 
exercise  was  not  only  to  provide  an  evening's  (>ntertainment,  but  to> 
give  the  grammar  grade  puj)ils  an  added  interest  in  the  high  school, 
and  thus  diminish  the  gap  between  the  grammar  grade  and  the  high 
school. 
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The  pupils  in  tlie  g:rades  from  Aldeii,  Wanamie  and  Glenlyon  parti- 
cipated in  a  "Field  Day"  at  the  high  school  grounds.  A  large  number 
of  parents  and  friends  enjoyed  the  day  with  the  children  and  pro- 
nounced the  meeting  a  success. 

A  medical  inspector  was  employed  by  the  school  board.  The  exam- 
inations made  by  him  showed  that  many  children  were  suffering  from 
defective  vision  and  poor  teeth.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  medical  in- 
spector, the  parents,  in  most  cases,  provided  proper  treatment  for  the 
children. 

An  attendance  officer  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  looking  after  the 
attendance.    He  was  quite  successful  in  keeping  the  children  in  school. 

A  new  six-room  building  at  Shoatown  was  occupied  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  sixth  month  of  school.  This  building  is  well  equipped, 
having  among  other  modern  improvements  the  vacuum  cleaner  and 
the  drinking  fountain.  The  flag-raising  and  dedicatory  exercises 
were  held  at  this  building  on  the  first  day  of  June.  The  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 
of  Alden  presented  the  flag. 

In  submitting  this  report  T  wish  to  commend  the  teachers  for  the 
earnest  manner  in  which  they  have  done  their  work,  and  to  thank 
the  school  board  for  their  snpport  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
schools. 


NORRTSTOWN— A.  S.  Martin. 


Thirty-nine  hundred  and  eighty  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  public 
schools.  Thirty-four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  attended  the  six  elemen- 
tary schools  and  five  hundred  and  eleven  attended  the  high  school. 

The  general  policy  of  the  professional  management  of  the  schools 
was  to  emphasize  the  essentials  of  the  common  school  subjects  and  to 
articulate  the  school  work  as  closely  as  possible  with  the  life  of  the 
community. 

The  special  phases  of  education  which  received  attention  are 
hygiene,  physical  culture,  vocal  music,  free-hand  drawing,  mechanical 
drawing,  manual  training  and  sewing.  In  the  high  school  four 
courses  are  maintained:  the  regular,  the  commercial,  the  manual 
training  and  the  college  preparatory.  Eight  years  are  devoted  to  the 
elementary  schools  and  four  years  to  the  high  schools. 

Promotions  in  all  the  schools  are  regularly  made  twice  a  year.  In- 
dividual promotions  are  made  whenever  it  serves  the  interest  of  the 
child.  During  the  last  term  ffive  months),  there  were  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools  three  hundred  and  forty  pupils  who  repeated  tie 
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work  of  the  previous  term.  About  one-third  of  this  group  was  com- 
posed of  pupils  who  do  not  speak  English  (foreign  beginners).  The 
remaining  two-thirds  include  those  who  did  not  make  the  pi'oper  prog- 
ress on  account  of  poor  attendance  due  to  sickness  and  to  truancy. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-three  pupils  were  promoted  from  the  eighth 
grade  to  the  high  school,  sixty-five  in  February  and  eighty-eight  in 
June.  Eighty  graduated  from  the  high  school  on  June  twenty-eighth. 
Thirty-two  of  these  pursued  the  regular  course;  twenty-four  the  col- 
lege prei)aratory ;  nineteen  the  commercial  and  five  the  manual  train- 
ing. 

During  the  school  year,  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  labor  certi- 
ficates were  issued  to  children  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  six- 
teen. Seven  hundred  and  eighty  labor  certificates  were  granted  since 
January  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  ten.  The  great  majority  of  those 
to  whom  certificates  were  issued  are  working  in  the  factories  of  this 
community. 

October  twentieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eleven,  the  school  board 
directed  that  a  night  school  be  established.  Two  two-hour  sessions  a 
week  were  maintained  for  twenty  weeks.  Reading,  writing,  spelling, 
English,  arithmetic,  civics,  book-keeping,  stenography,  typewriting 
and  mechanical  drawing  were  taught.    Nine  teachers  were  employed. 

On  the  same  date,  the  school  board  directed  to  serve  suitable  lunch 
at  cost,  in  the  high  school  building,  to  pupils  and  teachers.  The  lunch 
counter  was  a  success  from  both  an  educational  and  a  financial  point 
of  view. 

Medical  inspection  has  been  maintained  in  this  district  a  number 
of  years.  In  September,  nineteen  hundred  eleven,  the  number  of  in- 
spectors was  increased  from  one  to  six  and  a  school  nurse  was  also 
employed.  Urgent  cases  were  referred  by  the  medical  inspectors  to 
the  school  nurse.  The  nurse  visited  the  homes  of  the  children  and 
urged  the  parents  to  seek  the  advice  of  the  family  physician. 

At  the  time  of  her  1,177  "first  visits,"  only  197  of  the  children  re- 
ported to  her  were  receiving  professional  treatment.  At  the  time 
of  her  851  "second  visits,"  598  of  the  children  who  did  not  receive  pro- 
fessional treatment  at  the  time  of  her  first  visit  were  receiving  pro- 
fessional treatment.  Many  parents  informed  the  nurse  that  they  in- 
tended to  secure  such  treatment  for  their  children  during  vacation. 
It  is  safe  to  infer  that  at  least  598  children  have  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  their  parents  and  have  received  treatment  on  account  of 
the  influence  of  the  medical  inspectors  and  the  school  nurse. 

The  School  Savings  Bank  was  established  in  1890.  On  July  first, 
nineteen  hundred  twelv^e,  there  was  a  credit  in  favor  of  the  pupils  to 
the  amount  of  |28,100.1S.  During  the  school  j^ear  ending  July  first, 
nineteen  hundred  twclv?^  1,932  pupils  deposited,  |6,038.98. 
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During  the  year,  ninety-two  teachers  were  employed  at  an  ayera^e 
salary  of  |G7.17,  the  salaries  ranging  from  $40.00  to  |200.00  ])er 
month.  There  were  /twelve  college  graduates,  tAvent3-tive  normal 
school  graduates,  thirty-eight  who  hold  county  permanent  certificates, 
thirteen  who  hold  })rofessional  certificates  and  four  who  hold  provi- 
sional certificates.  Twelve  teachers  have  taught  in  Norristown  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty-six  j^ears;  eleven  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years;  eighteen  between  ten  and  twenty  and  fifty-four  have  taught 
less  than  ten  years.    There  are  twelve  male  teachers. 

On  May  sixth  at  2..'>0  p.  m.,  three  thousand  public  school  children 
and  five  hundred  parochial  school  children,  the  school  oflflcials  and 
teachers,  nine  musical  organizations,  numerous  floats  and  many  auto- 
nu>biles  and  teams  conveying  the  smaller  children,  formed  a  grand 
pageant  which  delighted  the  citizens  of  Norristown  and  their  guests. 
The  event  was  in  honor  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  Xorris- 
town.  The  public  school  children  appeared  in  costumes  which  were 
largely  the  product  of  hard  work  on  the  i)art  of  the  teachers,  pupils 
and  parents.  The  ditferent  divisions  and  companies  represented  in  a 
tangible  manner,  so  fai'  as  it  was  possible,  the  work  and  progress  of 
the  public  schools  in  all  the  grades  and  departments.  In  the  evening, 
a  musicjil-literary  entertainment  a])]tropriate  to  the  occasion  was 
rendered  by  more  than  seven  hundred  ])ublic  school  children. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  school  board,  1  recommended  for  con- 
sideration the  following  subjects: 

The  equipment  of  school  play-grounds  with  permanent  apparatus, 

School  for  over-age  pupils, 

School  for  truants, 

Provision  to  enable  a  teacher  of  a  given  grade  to  visit  other 

schools  of  the  same  grade, 
Permission  to  the  teachers  to  select  a  large  proportion  of  the 

books  for  the  McCann  Public  School  Library,- 
A  retirement  fund  for  teachers. 

The  pupils,  teachers  and  directors  have  been  faithful  and  zealous 
in  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties.  The  jniblic  has  shown 
a  growing  interest  in  popular  education  and  the  local  jtress  was  liberal 
in  educational  news. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  support  which  the  school  board,  the 
teachers,  the  press  and  the  public  have  given  me  in  the  management 
of  the  schools.  I  also  thank  the  Department  of  Public  lustructirti] 
for  generous  support  and  valuable  suggestions. 
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NORTHAMPTON  BOROUGH— W.  D.  Landis. 


The  Northampton  public  schools  opened  Monday,  August  28,  1911, 
for  a  ten  month  term.  The  highest  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 
dur-ing  the  term  Avas  1,138  and  the  per  centage  of  attendance  was  94.5. 

Tlie  teachers  assembled  in  the  lecture  I'oom  of  the  high  school  on  the 
first  and  third  Monday  of  each  month  for  the  purpose  of  studying  Dr. 
E.  13.  Byran's  "The  liasis  of  Practical  Teaching"  and  other  problems 
incident  to  teaching.  The  text  was  taken  up  by  chapters  and  care- 
fully discussed  by  (he  teachers.  It  was  gratifying  to  note  the  in 
terest  manifested  by  the  teachers  in  these  meetings. 

The  pln'sical  and'  chemical  laboratories  in  our  high  school  were 
thoroughly  equipped  for  the  opening  of  school.  This  brought  new  life 
into  our  science  work  and  when  results  are  compared  it  becomes  clear 
at  once  that  science  cannot  be  taught  elfectively  Avithout  tlie  necessary 
equipment. 

We  had  in  our  lecture  course  during  the  year  the  following:  The 
Otterbein  Male  Quartette;  Peter  MacQueen,  lecturer;  Bill  Bone,  poet 
and  humorist;  The  Fisher  Shipp  Concert  Company;  Chicago  Ladies 
Orchestra  and  Harry  and  Zulette  Pierce.  The  course  was  patronized 
not  only  by  the  town  people  but  also  by  those  interested  from  neigh- 
boring towns.    The  course,  to  say  the  least,  was  a  success. 

The  compulsory  education  law  as  well  as  the  vaccination  law  was 
enforced.  The  authorities  were  obliged  to  prosecute  in  a  number  of 
cases,  but  generally  patrons  complied  with  the  law. 

During  the  year  83  employment  certificates  were  issued  to  minors 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  10.  Many  re(juests  for  certificates,  how- 
ever, had  to  be  refused  owing  either  to  a  lack  of  ability  on  the  part  of 
the  pu])il,  chiefly  of  foreign  birth,  to  pass  the  educational  test  or 
being  unal)]e  to  give  satisfactoi-y  ])roof  for  date  of  birth. 

Several  hundred  books  were  added  to  our  high  school  library  during 
the  year  and  about  twenty-five  of  the  best  magazines  and  several 
dailies  were  placed  in  the  reading  room.  At  stated  times  a  teacher 
had  chaige  of  the  library  and  reading  room  assisting  and  directing 
pupils  in  their  reference  W(^rk  and  reading. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Patrons'  Day  was  observed  on  April  17th.  The 
work  exhibited  was  viewed  by  hundred  of  people.  The  following 
program  was  carried  out:  March,  "Onward  Forever,"  High  School 
Orchestra ;  invocation.  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Stem ;  chorus,  "The  Huntsman's 
Chorus;"  njusjif.  "Raymond."  High   School  Orchestra;  address,  "The 
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Rights  of  Children  and  Their  Duties,''  Prin.  A.  C.  Rotherrael,  Ph.  D,, 
Keystone  State  Normal  School;  music,  ''National  Airs,'"  High  School 
Orchestra ;  chorus,  "Joy,  Joy,  Freedom  To-day ;"  benediction,  Rev. 
Geo.  P.  Stem.  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothei-mel  was  at  his  best  and  gave  us  a 
talk  long  to  be  remembered  by  those  who  heard  him. 

A  class  of  12  was  graduated  from  our  high  school  on  June  18.  Dr. 
Samuel  L.  Chew,  district  superintendent  of  schools,  Philadelphia,  de- 
livered the  annual  address.  His  pleasing  personality  and  his  spleudid 
address  made  him  a  favorite  with  the  people  of  Northampton  and 
surrounding  country. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  kind  sup- 
port of  patrons,  teachers  and  directors.  Their  support  and  encourage- 
ment has  made  my  Avork  a  real  pleasure  to  me. 


OIL  CITY— James  J.  Palmer. 


The  Oil  City  public  schools  closed  on  Monday,  June  3,  1912.  The 
enrollment  for  the  year  was  3,089.  Our  graduating  class  from  the 
high  school  was  39,  the  class  entering  the  high  school  from  the  eighth 
grade,  112.  Our  schools  are  closed  each  year  with  a  complete  organi- 
zation except  the  re-election  of  teachers  for  the  new  year.  Pupils  are 
re-clasified,  ])romoted,  re-seated  and  the  teacher  makes  out  a  new  roll, 
seating  plan  and  a  complete  organization  for  the  first  day  of  school 
for  the  next  year.  Pupils  seen  to  enjoy  this  plan  and  everybody  else 
finds  it  satisfactory  at  the  close  of  school  and  equally  so  at  the  re- 
opening. 

Our  institute  sessions  are  held  on  five  different  dates  during  the 
year.  The  advantage  of  this  plan  is  that  teachers  are  not  surfeited 
with  good  advice  all  at  one  time,  but  seem  to  appreciate  having  a 
little  time  for  the  mental  digestion  of  the  good  things  which  our 
instructors  bring  to  us.  On  the  other  hand,  this  method  of  holding 
institute  has  its  disadvantages  because  it  is  much  harder  to  arouse 
the  interest  of  the  people  for  a  separate  session  than  for  a  whole 
week  at  one  time.  Our  institute  instructors  this  year  were:  Dr.. 
Earl  Barnes,  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  W.  E.  Chancellor,  Deputy  Super- 
intendent R.  B.  Teitrick  and  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker  each  of  whom  did' 
excellent  service  in  his  own  way. 

The  work  of  our  schools  the  past  term  has  been  done  with  the 
smoothness  of  a  well  organized  machine.  The  method  we  use  to  help 
solve  the  vexatious  problem  of  "retardation"  and  *omp.  other  "dc- 
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fects"  of  the  schools  is  to  have  a  definite  understanding  of  the  mini- 
mum requirements  in  the  different  studies  that  a  pupil  will  need  in 
order  to  be  successful  in  the  succeeding  gi^ade's  work  and  to  be  sure 
that  the  pupil's  education  proceeds  in  an  orderly  manner  so  that  there 
are  no  serious  breaks  in  his  development  as  brought  about  by  the 
school  studies.  A  close  organization  coupled  with  the  efficient  work 
of  devoted  teachers  and  a  wholesome  mixture  of  common  sense  in 
dealing  with  exceptional  cases  seems  to  me  to  be  about  as  near  the 
solution  of  the  public  school  question  of  the  day  as  any  of  the  nu- 
merous devices  so  often  exploited. 

Our  first  3'ear's  experience  with  the  New  Code  has  been  very  satis- 
factory. While  there  are  not  so  very  many  changes  after  all  those 
changes  that  were  made  seem  to  have  been  a  decided  improvement  on 
some  of  the  older  methods  of  management. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  acknowledge  gratefully  the  manj^  courtesies 
extended  from  the  State  Department  as  well  as  the  loyalty  of  the 
commnnity  itself  to  our  attempt  to  make  the  schools  efficient. 


OLD  FOKGE— F.  K.  Covne. 


Our  attendance  increased  three  hundred  over  the  previous  year. 
One  year  of  our  four  years'  high  school  course  has  passed  with  but 
few  drop]»ing  out  on  employment  certificates.  A  voluntary  organiza- 
tion of  our  teachers  has  taken  up  the  systematic  study  of  pedagogy 
and  English  literature  and  meet  every  Friday  afternoon  for  seven 
months  of  the  term.  The  board  has  established  a  commercial  course 
to  include  stenography  and  ty])e writing.  The  work  of  the  pupils  and 
teachers  and  the  splendid  encouragement  of  the  board  have  been  very 
gratifviusr. 


OLYPHANT— W.  W.  Cummings. 


Attendance. 

Measured  by  attendance  alone,  the  school  year  which  closed  July  1, 
1912,  Avas  the  banner  year  in  the  history  of  our  schools.    The  enroll- 
ment was  males  774,  females,  804,  total,  1,578.    The  average  daily  at- 
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tendance  was  1,217.  Compared  with  the  previous  term,  this  is  an 
increase  of  126  in  the  enrollment  and  an  increase  of  135  in  the  average 
daily  attendance.  This  increase  must,  in  a  large  measure,  be  at- 
tributed to  the  earnest  work  of  our  attendance  officer  in  enforcing  the 
compulsory  attendance  law. 

But  the  increase  in  attendance,  large  as  it  is,  is  not  the  most  gratify- 
ing feature  disclosed  by  the  above  figures.  In  my  report  to  the  board 
of  directors  at  the  close  of  the  term  ending  iu  -June,  1908,  I  called  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  there  were  117  more  girls  than  boys  enrolled 
in  the  district,  a  difference  which  I  attributed  to  the  impossibility  of 
enforcing  the  child  labor  law  as  it  then  existed.  Now  that  the  enforc- 
ing of  this  law  is  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  school  authorities, 
its  provisions  are  generally  complied  with,  and  as  a  result  the  excess 
of  girls  enrolled  in  our  schools  in  only  30,  while  in  the  average  daily 
attendance  the  difference  is  but  3. 

Employment  Certificates. 

The  present  law  governing  the  issuing  of  employment  certificates 
has  been  in  force  since  January  1,  1910.  Since  then  322  certificates 
have  been  issued  in  this  district.  Over  100  applicants  were  rejected 
for  various  reasons,  but  princiijally  because  they  had  not  attained 
the  required  age.  The  proofs  of  age  upon  which  certificates  were  is- 
sued were  as  follows: 

Official  birth  certificates, 4 

Baptismal  certificates, 251 

Other  religious  certificates,   5 

Transcripts  from  school  register,  G5 

Affidavits  of  parents,    2 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  obtain  employment  certificates 
by  fraud.  Certificates  of  baptism  have  been  forged  and  altered,  and 
in  a  few  instances  a  certificate  issued  to  one  child  in  a  family  was 
mutilated  and  the  name  changed  in  an  effort  to  obtain  employment 
for  a  younger  child  in  the  same  family.  In  every  case,,  however,  the 
fraud  was  detected,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  few  children,  if  any, 
are  illegally  employed  in  Ibis  dislrict. 

Woi-k   in   tlie  Grades. 

The  work  in  the  grades  during  the  term  w-ius,  on  the  whole,  (luife 
satisfactory.  It  is  true  that  children  are  entering  the  beginners' 
grade  somewhat  faster  than  we  are  able  to  take  care  of  them  in  the 
grades  immediately  higher,  but  this  is  a  condition  that  genera!  1}'  pre- 
vails in  districts  in  which  a  rapid  growth  in  population  in  taking 
place.    In  this  district,  during  the  past  year,  the  birth  rate  exceeded 
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the  (lea til  rate  bv  over  two  to  one,  being  approximately  280  to  KM. 
During  the  past  Hchool  term  284  beginners  entered  our  schools,  all 
of  which  prove  that  there  is  no  race  suicide  in  Oljphant.  I  believ^e 
that  our  primary  grades  are  better  organized,  and  that  the  work  is 
more  systematic  and  uniform  tlian  at  any  time  heretofore.  Written 
reviews  were  held  monthly  in  all  grades  above  the  fourth,  and  pro- 
motions at  the  close  of  the  term  were  based  on  the  results  of  these 
reviews  in  connection  with  the  final  examinations. 

Vocal  Music. 

it  pleases  me  very  much  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  teaching  ol 
vocal  music  in  our  schools  which  was  discontinued  about  ten  years 
ago  is  to  be  resumed  during  the  coming  term.  That  a  knowledge  of 
music  has  a  refining  iulluence  on  mankind  scarcely  obtainable  by  any 
other  qualification,  is  generally  acknowledged;  and  nowhere  is  this 
inllueuce  more  noticable  than  in  schools  where  vocal  music  is  regularly 
taught.  Pupils  ill  such  schools  are  better  behaved  and  are  generally 
more  susceptible  to  instruction  in  other  branches.  Besides  the  use 
of  the  knowledge  of  music  thus  obtained,  limited  tJiough  it  may  be, 
will  not  end  wiih  the  school  room  as  do  many  studies.  When  school 
days  are  over  and  the  struggle  for  life  begins,  it  will  curry  cheer  to 
many  a  home  where  the  facts  of  history  or  the  principles  of  mathe- 
matics would  be  alike  impotent  to  mitigate  domestic  cares  and  tri- 
bulations. Miss  Mary  Wheeler  has  been  appointed  to  the  important 
position  of  supervisor  of  music.  Miss  Wheeler  has  studied  under 
Prof.  John  T.  Watkins  of  Scranton,  one  of  the  best  known  vocal 
instructors  in  the  State.  She  has  also  taken  a  course  in  vocal  music 
at  Cornell  University,  and  is  well  equipped  for  the  position. 

The  High  School, 

Owing  to  the  extension  of  the  high  school  course  from  two  years 
to  three,  no  class  was  graduated  from  our  high  school  at  the  close  of 
the  term.  This  strengthening  of  the  course  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  young  people  of  the  district.  To-day  a  high  school  train- 
ing is  as  essential  to  the  boy  or  girl  as  a  grammar  school  education 
was  twenty  years  ago,  and  it  naturally  follows  that  the  more  thorough 
the  training,  the  greater  the  benefits  derived.  The  old  course  of  two 
years  was  too  short,  a  fact  to  which  I  have  referred  in  several  of  m.}- 
reports  to  the  board  of  directors  as  well  as  to  the  State  Department. 

Prof,  T.  F,  llanahue,  for  ninie  years  principal  of  the  high  school, 
resigned  at  the  close  of  the  tei-m  lo  take  up  the  study  of  law,  haviag 
been  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Lackawanna  county  about  a  year  ago. 
As  principal.  Prof.  Hanahue  was  both  skillful  and  diligent  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  ]>osition  wiih  ciedit  to  himself  and  profit  to 
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the  young  people  oi'  the  town.  My  official  relations  with  him  have 
always  been  most  cordial,  and  while  I  rejoice  in  his  advancement,  I 
cannot  help  regretting  that  these  relations  must  be  severed.  That 
he  may  be  as  successful  in  his  chosen  profession  as  he  has  been  in 
the  one  he  has  relinquished,  is  my  most  earnest  wish. 

Prof.  Hanahue  will  be  succeeded  as  principal  by  Prof.  John  A. 
Dempsey,  a  graduate  of  Mansfield  State  Normal  School.  Prof. 
Dempsey  is  a  young  man  of  excellent  character  and  well  qualified 
by  temperament  and  training  to  fill  the  position. 


PHILADELPHIA— M.  G.  Brumbaugh. 


Ill  comx)liauce  with  the  provisions  of  the  School  Code,  1  beg  to 
submit  to  3'ou  the  following  general  considerations  in  relation  to 
the  schools  of  Philadelphia: 

During  the  year,  ending  June  30,  1912,  much  notable  progress  was 
made.  The  uncertain  status  of  the  Code  in  our  courts  for  a  while 
delayed  extended  fiscal  provisions  to  provide  a  decent  seat  in  a  decent 
school  for  .every  day  in  the  school  year.  However,  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Education  erected  a  number  of  high-grade  elementary  school  build- 
ings and  also  erected  the  twin  high  schools  in  West  Philadelphia.  This 
latter  much-needed  development  will  cost  the  city  |1,250,000  and  will 
provide  secondary  education  for  more  than  2,500  pupils.  We  believe 
this  to  be  the  most  important  high  sch(Jol  development  in  the  country 
this  year.  It  is  the  first  step  in  an  attempt  to  give  to  Philadelphia  a 
system  of  high  schools  located  conveniently  to  the  homes  of  our  school 
children.  In  order  that  this  may  be  carried  out  during  the  year  to 
folloAv,  this  building  will  stand  as  a  type  and  model  of  the  thing  we 
shall  undertake  to  do  for  the  entire  system,  and  at  least  five  additional 
high  schools  will  be  erected  in  the  immediate  future. 

In  order  that  this  school  and  those  to  follow  it  may  be  first-class 
high  schools,  under  the  designation  of  the  Code,  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion during  the  year  re-organized  its  entire  high  school  system  and 
made  all  the  high  schools  in  this  city  high  schools  of  the  first  class, 
complete  iu  all  the  several  department  necessary  to  give  to  the  indi- 
vidual pupil  such  definite  training,  either  in  general  scholarship,  in 
domestic  science,  in  manual  training,  or  in  commercial  activities,  as 
will  make  the  educational  opportunity  of  every  child  in  the  city 
equal  through  the  high  school  years. 
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This  re-organization  led  to  the  abandonment  of  one  of  the  oldest 
of  onr  high  schools  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  where  it  no  longer  had  a 
constituency  to  serve  it,  and  its  expansion  from  a  one-course  institu- 
tion to  a  complete  district  high  school,  having  full  provision  for  its 
pupils.  It  also  led  to  the  wideniug  of  the  scope  of  three  other  of  our 
high  schools,  until  now  we  may  safely  claim  that  we  have  a  uniform 
and  comprehensive  high  school  organization,  which  needs  only  the 
expansion  above  indicated  to  make  it  completely  serve  the  iutersts 
of  our  people. 

Our  elementary  schools  have  steadily  widened  their  sphere  of  use- 
fulness during  the  year  and  we  have  increased  the  opportunity  of  our 
grammar  grade  pupils  to  receive  manual  training.  Twenty  schools 
have  been  established  to  which  the  pupils,  one  half  session  per  week, 
are  sent  for  definite  manual  training.  We  are  now  reaching  seventy 
per  cent,  of  the  pupils  of  the  grammar  grades  with  some  type  of 
formal  vocational  disci])line,  and  all  the  children  of  the  primary 
grades  are  now  receiving  similar  training.  This  movement  has  been  in 
response  to  the  demand  of  the  community  for  a  new  content  in  the 
curriculum  which  more  definitely  and  directly  would  articulate  it- 
self with  the  career  of  the  individual  when  school  days  are  over. 
There  has  been  little  said  about  this  important  transformation  in 
our  school  procedure,  but  much  has  been  accomplished. 

The  city  of  Philadelphia  enjoys  the  unique  distinction  of  having  a 
group  of  interested  citizens  in  hearty  and  constant  co-operation  with 
the  Department  of  Superintendence  in  enabling  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to  widen  the  use  of  the  school  plant  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. This  organization  is  known  as  the  Home  and  School  League 
and  it  reaches  each  year  substantially  200,000  parents.  It  has  al- 
ready given  the  home  a  clearer  insight  into  the  purpose  and  procedure 
of  our  schools  and  has  enabled  the  schools  to  have  a  direct  and  help- 
ful contact  with  the  home  in  the  right  training  of  the  child.  This  co- 
operative activity,  the  motto  of  which  is  "We  work  together"  is  realiz- 
ing in  a  splendid  way  the  unquestionably  wise  dictum  that  all  the 
hands  that  mould  the  growing  soul  should  touch  in  sympathy  and 
harmony. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  notable  developments  of  the  year  has  been 
the  wider  use  of  the  school  yards,  both  for  gymnastic  exercises  and  for 
free  play  under  supervision.  We  have  maintained  ninety  play- 
grounds during  the  summer  months,  which  have  been  attended  by 
armies  of  children  to  their  great  betterment. 

During  the  year  we  have  also  instituted,  as  provided  by  the  Code, 
a  comprehensive  system  of  medical  ins]]ection  for  all  the  children  of 
our  schools.  This  work  has  already  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the 
"follow-on"  by  the  nurses,  wlio  visit  the  lionios  and  persuade  the 
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parents  to  carry  out  Hit!  suggestions  ot  the  physicians  in  charge,  has 
been  of  the  greatest  value  and  the  need  of  the  city  in  this  direction 
is  an  inci'easerl  stall'  »»!'  nurses  to  cover  substantially  all  the  homes  of 
the  city. 

In  general,  we  are  endeavoring  to  reconstruct  our  whole  school 
procedure  ou  the  basis  of  the  i>rovisions  of  the  School  Code,  and  I 
am  hai^py  to  report  that  no  serious  conflict  between  the  good  of  the 
community  and  the  i)rovisions  of  the  Code  has  in  any  form  arisen. 
In  fact,  it  is  the  increasingly  convincing  judgment  of  those  who  have 
to  do  with  the  schools  of  Pliiladelpliia  that  the  Code  marks  an  import- 
ant step  in  advance,  and  that  it  is  an  easy,  as  well  as  an  admirable, 
thing  for  the  schools  of  the  city  to  conform  to  the  provisions  main- 
tained in  the  Code.  The  city  is  rejoiced  at  the  outlook  for  a  stable  and 
steady  development  of  its  school  facilities  and  is  confident  that,  if 
undisturbed  by  legislation,  it  will  in  the  very  uear  future  be  enabled 
to  give  to  the  children  of  this  city  a  complete  and  adequate  educational 
opportunity  and  to  set  an  example  of  what  a  public  school  system 
mav  be  in  a  large  urban  communitv. 


PHOENIXVILLE— Kobert  E.   Laramy. 


Our  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,572  of  whom  228  were  en- 
rolled in  the  high  school.  The  graduating  class  numbered  37.  Of  the 
graduates  6  girls  entered  West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  and 
14  others  entered  State  College,  l^ehigh,  Cornell,  Haverford,  Sweet 
Briar,  Virginia  and  Temple.  Several  others  are  continuing  their 
studies  in  other  secondary  schools  and  three  are  taking  post  graduate 
courses  in  our  high  school.  The  commencement  on  June  14th  was  the 
first  held  in  the  morning  and  the  first  held  in  the  high  school  audi- 
torium. The  change  in  both  respects  was  very  pleasant.  The  new 
building  after  a  year  of  use  approves  itself  greatly  and  has  permitted 
marked  advance  in  our  Avork.  The  faculty  meets  each  Tuesday ;  the 
pupils  are  divided  into  sections  for  society  work  and  the  teachers  are 
trying  a  plan  of  responsibility  for  individual  pupils  as  to  general  con- 
duct. Part  taking  in  athletics  is  dependent  on  application  to  studies. 
Students  are  .marked  on  application  regularly  in  all  subjects. 

A  class  was  conducted  in  the  study  of  Wenzlaff's  "The  Mental  Man" 
during*  the  school  year.  Most  of  the  teachers  attended  a  series  of 
University  Extension  lectures  given  by  Dr.  J.  Duncan  Spaeth  of 
Princeton  University.  Teachers  meetings  were  held  once  a  month  and 
grade  meeting  regularly. 
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Property  improvements  were  coutimied.  One  building  was  reno- 
vated within  and  without.  The  board  has  planned  to  thoroughly  im- 
prove one  building  each  summer  with  such  other  improvements  in  the 
others  as  are  necessary.  This  will  mean  a  careful  repair  of  each  build- 
ing every  five  years.  Large  steel  flag  ])oles  were  erected  on  the  school 
properties  and  large  new  flags  puichased. 

In  the  grade  work  the  drawing  exhibit  showed  considerable  ad- 
vance. There  has  been  some  improvement  in  Avriting  though  not  so 
much  as  we  expected.  From  the  standpoint  of  proper  discipline  and 
teaching,  the  year  might  be  called  successful.  The  Home  and  School 
Association  continued  its  aid.  Branch  libraries  of  our  main  library 
were  started  in  two  buildings.  One  victrola  was  purchased  and  a 
fund  toward  another  has  been  begun. 

For  the  coming  year  we  are  planning  more  attention  to  commercial 
branches  so  that  the  school  may  be  in  position  to  recommend  its  grad- 
uates directly  to  positions.  Plans  are  in  view  to  introduce  scAving  and 
cooking  in  the  seventli  and  eighth  grades,  to  provide  better  reports 
on  the  schools  in  the  local  papers  and  to  make  the  school  houses  of 
greater  service  to  the  community. 


PITTSBURGH— S.  L.  Heeter. 


This  year  under  (lie  provisions  of  the  New  Code,  A>'as  one  of  re-organ- 
ization and  reconstruction.  On  November  13th,  1911,  a  board  of 
fifteen  members,  appointed  by  the  courts,  took  charge  of  the  consoli- 
dated schools  of  Pittsburgh  and  former  Allegheny.  The  board  ap- 
pointed three  committees  corresponding  to  the  three  sharply  defined 
departments  of  public  school  administration — a  committee  on  finance, 
properties  and  su|jplies  and  instruction.  The  board  adopted  the  Gov- 
ernment requirements  for  the  safety  of  school  funds,  and  elected  de- 
positories under  these  requirements  which  bid  the  highest  rates  of  in- 
terest. In  the  course  of  the  year  the  accounts  of  all  the  boards  were 
audited  by  certified  accountants  and  preparations  Avere  made  to  take 
such  action  as  the  audits  indicated  to  be  necessary'. 

A  superintendent  of  buildings  with  assistants  and  a  superintendent 
of  supi)lies  were  elected  by  January  1st,  to  take  charge  of  the  school 
plant,  equipment  and  physical  su])plies.  A  Su[)erintendent  of  Schools 
was  not  elected  until  February,  and  he  took  charge  of  the  educational 
work  March  1st. 
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The  Superintendent  of  buildings  found  a  number  of  schools  of  the 
Collinwood  type,  Cleveland,  and  the  board  at  once  proceeded  with  the 
task  of  making  the  buildings  safe  and  sanitary,  and  probably  the 
largest  program  of  repair,  remodeling  and  reconstruction,  etc.,  ever 
undertaken  by  a  school  board  during  a  summer  vacation,  involving  a 
half  million  dollars  of  expenditure  was  successfully  completed. 

The  Superintendent  of  supplies  set  about  to  standardize  all  school 
supplies  as  to  quality  and  price.  Through  this  department  the  board 
proceeded  to  manage  the  business  of  the  people  as  well  as  any  private 
business  or  the  business  of  a  corporation  is  managed  in  this  country. 
Eeports  of  the  auditors  made  available  for  the  first  time  a  definite 
report  of  the  outstanding  bonds,  amounting  to  over  five  million  d(»l- 
lars.  The  board  awarded  to  the  appraisal  company  upon  a  competi- 
t've  bid  a  contract  for  making  a  complete  appraisal  of  the  properly 
in  the  district. 

The  organization  of  the  educational  department  was  completed  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  school  year,  consisting  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools,  one  associate  superintendent,  four  assistant  district  superin 
tendents  and  directors  of  art,  music,  industrial  training,  writinj.:, 
p]i;  sical  training,  kindergartens,  household  economy,  and  s['ecial 
schools  and  extension  work. 

The  first  work  in  this  department  was  that  of  formulating  with  the 
approval  of  the  board  a  new  set  of  rules  and  regulations  governing 
the  organization  and  administration  of  the  schools,  covering  such 
articles  as  classification  of  schools,  admission  to  the  various  schools, 
promotion  of  pupils  from  one  department  to  another,  graduations, 
eligibility  of  teachers,  duties  of  supervising  officials  and  teachers, 
general  rules  and  regulations,  salary  schedules,  etc. 

The  Superintendent  of  schools  first  set  about  to  a  study  of  school 
room  accommodations.  An  order  was  sent  out  to  the  efi'ect  that  no 
school  room  in  the  city  Avould  be  permitted  to  enroll  more  than  fifty 
pupils  to  the  teacher,  and  that  schools  should  be  reclassified  on  the 
basis  of  thirty-five  pupils  to  the  teacher  in  the  grammar  grades,  and 
forty  in  all  other  grades.  Ward  lines  were  obliterated,  the  schools 
were  redi<<tricted  by  buildings  and  communities  rather  than  by  larger 
sections  of  the  city,  boundary  lines  were  established  by  individual 
schools  and  by  the  close  of  the  year  the  school  population  was  re- 
distributed and  the  attendance  equalized  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 

The  courses  of  study  in  the  elementary  schools  had  been  previously 
outlined  by  years,  the  yearly  unit  prevailing  and  the  children  of  the 
schools  had  been  graded  accordingly  in  eight  grades.  New  courses 
of  study,  with  the  assistance  of  committees  of  teachers  by  grades 
were  now  formulated  on  the  half  year  unit,  and  in  June  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  city  were  re-graded  and  re-classified  in  half  year  divisions. 
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The  board  early  passed  resolutions  adopting  the  district  high  school 
plan  under  wliich  as  many  additional  high  schools  were  to  be  con- 
structed, geographically  distributed  as  attendance  might  warrant. 
The  cosmopolitan  high  school  policy  was  also  adopted  by  which  each 
high  school  should  offer  not  only  academic  courses  and  college  pre- 
paratory, but  industrial,  vocational,  commercial  courses.  High  school 
principals  and  teachers  co-operated  with  the  Superintendent  in  sev- 
eral months'  work,  revising  all  high  school  courses,  and  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  city  liberal  elective  privileges  were  provided 
for  pupils  desiring  to  pursue  high  school  courses,  and  credit  was 
given  by  subjects  studied  rather  than  by  years  or  classes.  Industrial, 
commercial,  vocational  subjects  are  also  to  be  accredited. 

Under  its  rules  and  regulations  the  board  early  raised  the  standard 
of  eligibility  for  the  appointment  of  teachers,  and  ordered  that  no 
teacher  should  receive  an  appointment  in  the  elementary  schools  who 
was  not  a  graduate  of  a  four  year  high  school  course,  or  its  equivalent, 
with  two  years  of  professional  training  beyond,  and  no  one  should 
be  eligible  to  a  high  school  position  in  academic  subjects  who  was 
not  a  college  gradnate.  Teachers  were  previously  trained  locally  for 
grade  positions  during  the  senior  year  of  their  high  school  course 
by  review  of  common  branches  with  a  brief  study  of  normal  subjects. 
The  board  established  by  the  close  of  the  school  year  a  city  training 
school  and  elected  in  June  a  competent  faculty  in  charge  of  a  two 
year  normal  course.  No  one  is  to  be  admitted  to  this  training  school 
except  graduates  of  high  schools  who  make  an  average  of  80  per  cent, 
in  their  high  school  studies  during  the  last  two  years  of  their  course 
and  then  only  by  competitive  examinations. 

In  the  period  between  March  1st  and  July  1st  a  teachers'  retirement 
fund  was  established  by  which  teachers  that  had  taught  twenty-five 
years  should  receive  an  annuity  from  the  board  of  fSOO.OO  per  year 
without  any  cost  whatever  to  teacher. 

The  kindergartens,  more  than  eighty  in  number,  previously  under 
other  management,  were  taken  over  by  the  public  schools  and  the 
kindergarten  college  was  made  a  part  of  the  Pittsburgh  Teachers 
Training  School.  Ungraded  rooms  were  established  and  one  teacher 
was  set  aside  in  every  building  with  twelve  rooms  or  more  to  give 
her  entire  time  assisting  backward  children.  Manual  training,  me- 
chanical drawing,  cooking,  and  sewing  were  ordered  extended  to  all 
schools  of  the  city  and  to  every  child  over  twelve  years  of  age  regard- 
less of  grade.  Open  air  schools  hitherto  under  private  management 
were  taken  over  by  the  board.  Elementary  industrial  schools  were 
established  admitting  pupils  from  the  lower  grades  from  all  parts  of 
the  city  who  are  fourteen  years  of  age  or  over,  ofiFerlng  such  pupils  pre- 
vocational  courses  of  one  and  two  years  before  they  go  to  work.  A 
short  course  high  school  giving  two  year  courses  in  commercial  sub- 
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jects  was  founded,  and  evening  schools  were  expanded  to  the 
extent  that  evening  classes  in  as  many  as  twenty  different  sectiong 
of  the  city  were  provided  for  not  only  in  liigli  school  and  elementary 
school  subjects,  but  in  shop  courses,  sewing,  cooking,  millinery,  physi- 
cal training,  choral  work,  orchestra,  etc. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Pittsburgh  has  within  a  year  laid  claim 
to  the  necessary  elements  for  making  a  successful  system  of  popular 
education.  It  has,  for  instance,  (a)  a  broadminded,  efficient,  central 
organization,  (b)  reconstructed  system,  (c)  a  progressive,  honest  and 
intelligent  administrative  control,  (d)  an  inspiring  yet  practical  edu- 
cational program  for  the  future,  (e)  an  awakened  community,  (f )  an 
enthusiastic,  co-operative  body  of  teachers. 


FOU?TSTOWN— W.  W.  Rup©rt. 


The  M'ork  of  the  year  1911-12  has  been  along  the  lines  indicated  in 
former  reports.  We  are  constantly  striving'to  make  better  that  whicJi 
in  the  past  has  been  considered  good. 

At  the  commencement  in  June,  fifty  diplomas  were  awarded. 
Thirty-five  of  these  went  to  young  men. 

From  the  eighth  grade  we  this  year  promoted  one  hundred  sixty- 
five  boys  and  girls  (the  largest  class  in  our  history)  to  the  high  school. 
It  is  our  pui-pose  to  give  these  young  people  even  greater  opportunities 
than  those  which  have  been  enjoyed  by  any  who  preceded  them. 


PUNXSUTAWNEY— F.  S.  Jackson. 


No  unusual  innovations  in  |)olicies  or  methods  have  marked  the 
work  of  the  year.  It  has  been  the  attempt  of  those  in  charge  of  the 
schools  to  do  the  work  with  thoroughness  and  to  lay  special  stress  on 
the  fundamentals.  Penmanship  has  been  taught  daily  and  as  hereto- 
fore the  work  in  spelling,  grammar  and  arithmetic  has  been  considered 
of  prinu'  importance.  That  there  has  been  a  healthy  growth  in  the 
schools  is  shown  by  the  marked  increase  in  attendance  in  the  up])er 
grammar  grades  and  the  high  school.  While  the  highest  monthly 
enrollment  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  about  the  same,  l,fi.S3  in 
1910;  1,66a  in  1911  and  1,660  in  1912,  the  number  of  pupils  completing 
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the  work  of  the  grades  was  5S  in  1910,  07  iu  lULl,  and  tliis  year  85 
pupils  received  certificates  ot  promotion  to  the  higli  school.  That 
these  pupils  are  taking  adv^antage  of  the  high  school  privileges  is 
shown  by  the  steady  increase  in  enrollment  in  the  high  school;  145  in 
1910,  150  in  1911  and  1ST  in  1912.  The  sixth  and  seventh  grades  also 
show  a  corresponding  satisfactory  increase.  In  point  of  attendance 
sustained  to  the  closing  of  the  schools  the  iigures  are  also  very  grati- 
fying. The  enrollment  for  Ihe  ninth  month  in  1910  was  1,477,  in  1911 
it  was  1,501  this  year,  1,556.  These  figures  indicate  increased  parental 
interest  in  the  completion  by  the  children  of  the  work  of  the  year. 
The  hearty  co-operation  and  support  of  the  parents  who  are  keeping 
their  children  in  school  until  they  have  made  the  most  of  the  educa- 
tional advantages  offered  by  the  local  schools  are  highly  appreciated 
by  the  teachers,  principals  and  superintendent.  The  teachers  and 
principals  have  given  their  usual  loyal  support  and  assistance  by 
aiding  the  board  and  the  superintendent  in  their  work. 

We  have  now  completed  our  second  year's  work  in  writing  under 
the  supervision  of  Prof.  M.  K.  Bennett,  of  Wilkiusburg,  Pa.  The 
merit  of  the  Bennett  Method  is  shoAvn  by  the  yery  marked  improve- 
ment over  the  Avork  before  this  method  was  introduced.  Much  credit 
is  also  due  the  teachers  for  their  enthusiastic  and  pains-taking  efforts 
in  carrying  out  the  instruciions  of  the  supervisor  whose  visits  are  in- 
frequent. 

During  the  past  year  drawing  was  made  a  regular  subject  of  in- 
struction and  the  organization  of  the  Axork  placed  under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  Bennett.  The  results  have  more  than  met  the  expectations 
of  the  board  and  the  Superintendent.  That  so  much  could  be  ac- 
complished with  only  five  days  of  actual  supervision  during  the  year 
was  hardly  to  be  expected.  The  pu[)ils  have  enjoyed  the  Avork  and 
the  resulting  advantage  to  them  of  training  in  this  form  of  expression 
will  be  mo.st  beneficial.  Closer  habits  of  observation,  an  enlarged 
sense  of  the  beauties  of  nature,  greater  appreciation  of  real  value 
in  architecture,  painting  and  scnlpturf,  and  more  defini<^p  thinkino- 
will  result  from  this  training. 

Much -good  has  been  done  by  the  systematic  work  done  in  medical 
inspection.  The  beneficial  effects  have  not  been  confined  to  the  in- 
dividual pupils  wlio  were  found  defective  but  a'sentiment  for  general 
cleanliness  has  been  aroused  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  pupils. 
Cleaner  hands  and  faces,  better  care  of  the  teeth,  a  recognition  of  the 
dangers  of  tlie  indiscriminate  use  of  pencils,  books  and  chewing-gum, 
and  better  care  of  the  person  are  some  of  the  indirect  beneficial  re- 
sults. Parents  have  generally  co-operated  with  the  school  authorities 
in  the  execution  of  tlie  work  and  many  have  openly  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  its  benefits. 
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The  first  anuual  institute  was  lield  imder  the  provisions  of  the 
Code.  The  instructors  were  Deputy  State  Superintendent  R.  B.  Teit- 
rick,  Dr.  J.  George  Kecht,  Secretary  of  State  Board  of  Education, 
Superintendent  James  M.  Coughlin  of  Wilkes-Barre,  member  of 
State  Board  of  Education,  Dr.  S.  F.  Fess,  President  of  Antioch  Col- 
lege, Dean  W.  C  Chambers  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and  Dr. 
F.  W.  Hays  of  Grove  City.  The  sessions  were  in  every  way  interesting 
and  profitable.  The  friends  of  education  in  our  city  gave  splendid 
support  by  their  attendance  at  the  sessions  and  one  of  the  noteworthy 
features  of  the  institute  was  the  large  number  of  high  school  pupils 
in  attendance.  Our  teachers  took  great  pride  and  interest  in  holding 
their  otnti  institute.  All  sessions  were  free  to  the  public  except  the 
lecture  by  Dr.  Fess  in  the  Jefferson  Theater.  Aside  from  the  receipts 
of  this  lecture  the  expenditures  were  entirely  met  by  the  enrollment 
fee  of  the  teachers  and  the  appropriation  from  the  county  treasury. 
There  is  on  hand  a  fund  of  about  seventy-five  dollars  to  continue  this 
work  next  year. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  plans  for  the  pi  ay -grounds,  formulated  by 
the  board  more  than  a  year  ago,  may  be  put  into  execution  as  soon  as 
possible.  At  present  it  is  impossible  to  use  the  grounds  in  wet 
weather.  The  cost  of  giving  the  grounds  a  covering  of  finely  broken 
stone,  permitting  their  use  at  all  times  would  not  be  excessive.  A  few 
minutes  of  out-of-doors  duriug  a  session  brightens  and  quickens  the 
work  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Snappy  efficient  work  may  be 
done  with  a  class  of  pupils  thoroughly  awake,  but  there  is  great  loss 
of  time  and  effort  if  the  jjupils  are  suffering  from  a  lack  of  fresh 
air.  It  is  sound  economy  to  see  that  the  physical  conditions  in  the 
schools  are  such  that  the  teachers  work  with  healthy  wide-awake 
pupils. 

The  Suj)erintendent  wishes  to  express  his  high  appreciation  of  the 
cordial  and  intelligent  support  of  the  Board  of  Education,  of  the 
principals  and  teachers,  of  the  patrons  and  friends  who  have  encour- 
aged and  cheered  on  the  work,  and  the  kindness  and  courtesy  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


KADNOR  TOWNSHIP,  DELAWARE  COUNTY— George  H.  Wilson. 


The  past  year  has  witnessed  the  introduction  into  our  schools  of 
several  new  features  all  of  which  are  indicative  of  that  progressive 
spirit  which  has  always  actuated  the  boards  of  education  of  this 
township. 
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Medical  Inspection. 

Under  the  Scliool  Code  the  directors  were  authorized  to  appoint  a 
medical  inspector  and  chose  for  this  position  one  of  our  local  phy- 
sicians Avho  has,  during-  the  past  year,  examined  every  child  in  the 
district.  Through  this  very  careful  examination  many  minor  defects 
and  no  small  number  of  really  serious  ones  have  been  brought  to  light, 
many  of  which,  no  doubt,  have  had  direct  bearing  on  the  efficiency  of 
the  pupils  work  in  school.  If  heed  is  paid  to  the  notifications  which, 
in  every  instance,  have  been  sent  to  parents,  much  good  should  re- 
sult. As  these  notices  are,  for  the  most  part,  general  as  to  eiforts  and 
chiefly  in  the  form  of  recommendations  to  consult  specialists,  the 
value  of  this  work  will  depend  largely  upon  the  attitude  which  parents 
assume  toward  these  conditions. 

Parents  are  often  inclined  to  make  light  of  such  general  examina- 
tions and  to  take  no  action  until  after  the  child  has  lost  ground  in 
school  that  can  never  be  regained. 

Compulsory  Education. 

While  the  absence  of  mills,  factories  or  other  lines  of  employment 
which  offer  opportunities  for  work  to  children  of  school  age,  has  min- 
imized the  difficulties  that  often  beset  some  communities,  yet,  through  ^ 
parental  indifference  and  carelessness,  pupils  are  often  guilty  of  fre- 
quent and  unnecessary  absence  with  occasional  cases  of  truancy. 

In  appoiutiug  the  chief  of  the  township  police  as  attendance  officer, 
the  directors  made  a  wise  move,  for  by  this  means  we  have  had  prac- 
tically the  whole  police  force  engaged  in  ihe  enforcement  of  school 
attendance  with  the  result  that  by  the  end  of  the  year,  truancy  had 
been  practically  eliminated  from  our  schools. 

Home  and  School  Association. 

The  formation  of  this  association  for  the  purpose  of  securing  closer 
co-operation  between  the  parent  and  teacher  with  the  aim  in  view  of 
a  better  understanding  of  the  child,  was  brought  about  through  the 
active  interest  displayed  in  our  schools  by  the  citizen  body  in  general. 
Several  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  Much  good  must  result 
from  an  informal  discussion  of  school  problems  whose  happy  solution 
so  often  depends,  not  merely  upon  the  dictum  of  the  teacher,  but 
equally  upon  the  point  of  vicAV  of  the  parent. 

Athletics. 

Whatever  one's  views  may  be  regarding  the  effect  of  athletics  upon 
school  life  and  work  it  is  certain  that  they  have  come  to  stay,  and  it 
has  thus  become  necessary  for  the  school  to  wisely  regulate  their  con- 
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duct  in  order  to  derive  the  greatest  measure  of  good  from  tliem  as  a 
school  activity.  After  various  experiments,  we  have  found  the  most 
satisfactory  regulation  to  be  one  that  requires  a  boy  to  satisfactorily 
complete  a  certain  number  of  hours  of  work  during  a  school  year  in 
order  to  admit  him  to  competition  in  any  form  of  inter-scholastic 
athletics  during  the  following  year.  This  plan  eliminates  very  early 
in  his  career,  the  boy  who  is  in  school  simply  for  athletics,  as  failure 
keeps  him  out  of  the  game  for  a  full  year. 

Tobacco. 

The  greatest  evil  that  confronts  teachers  to-day,  especially  in  high 
schools,  is  the  use  of  tobacco  iu  its  various  forms.  There  is  no  one 
thing  that  militates  against  good  scholarship  to  such  an  extent  as  the 
present  inordinate  use  of  this  narcotic  on  the  part  of  high  school  boys. 
In  no  other  way  can  we  account  for  the  fact  that  in  co-educational  in- 
stitutions of  this  grade,  the  average  scholarship  of  girls  is  from  fif  leen 
to  twenty  per  cent,  higher  than  that  of  boys.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
failures  among  boys  are  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  smokers  and,  after 
an  experience  of  twenty  years,  1  may  say  that  no  boy  who  has  used 
tobacco  to  excess  and  who  has  come  under  my  notice  has  ever  at- 
tained a  high  lauk  in  scholarship.  In  spita  of  laws,  restriciive  and 
prohibitive,  boys  are  able  to  procure  cigarettes  in  any  quaiitit^v  and 
until  parents  wake  up  (o  a  sense  of  their  responsibility  in  the  matter, 
it  is  ditlicult  to  anticipate  any  change  for  the  better  in  the  condi- 
tions that  now  obtain. 

^Manual  and  Domestic  Arts. 

No  subjects  that  have  been  iirtroduced  into  our  schools  for  a  number 
of  years  have  so  appealed  to  and  interested  our  people  as  those  above- 
named.  Their  popularity  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  tluit  results  are 
more  tangible  and  visible  and  in  part  to  the  oisitortunity  aij'orded  to 
the  boy  or  girl  whose  natural  ability  iUjos  not  run  along  the  lines  of 
great  mental  effort,  to  find  a  medium  of  expression  for  the  talent 
which  he  or  she  may  possess. 

No  phase  of  school  work  is,  at  the  present  time,  receiving  so  much  at- 
tention as  this,  both  from  educators  and  laymen,  and  while  it  is  still 
in  the  experimental  stage,  it  will  not  be  many  years  before  it  v/ill  have 
a  definite  position  in  all  well-balanced  school  svstems. 

In  General. 

If  progress  in  school  matters  be  measured  by  increased  attention 
and  interest  on  the  part  of  the  public,  by  increase  in  numbers  and 
regularity  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  pupils,  and  by  untiring  etfort 
and  devotion  to  duty  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  principals,  we  may 
saf'^lv  cla«s  our  disirirj  among  the  progressives. 
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EEADING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


For  ten  years  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  report  progress  in  the 
Reading  schools  and  my  message  for  the  school  year  1911-1912  is  an- 
other chapter  in  the  development  of  a  modern  school  system  in  this 
city.  The  features  that  deser\e  special  mention  are:  The  permanent 
establishment  of  a  domestic  science  course  in  the  high  school  for  girls 
after  a  trial  of  one  year,  the  widening  of  the  scope  of  manual  training 
work  by  the  extension  of  bench-work  to  the  sixth  grade  boys,  the  open- 
ing of  a  machine-shop,  the  adoption  of  a  technical  course  in  the  high 
school  for  boys,  the  adoption  of  plans  for  a  modern  grade  school  build- 
ing, the  extension  of  medical  inspection,  the  initial  step  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  retirement  fund  for  teachers,  the  beginning  of 
social  center  work  and  the  opening  of  the  scientific,  commercial  and 
educational  museum. 

Domestic '  Science  Course. 

Domestic  science  in  the  high  school  for  girls  has  already  secured  a 
strong  foothold  in  Reading.  This  is  because  of  the  marked  success 
nnd  popularity  of  the  work,  the  interest  of  the  students  and  the  fuller 
realijcation  by  the  general  public  that  all  women  should  possess  a 
knowledge  of  household  economics,  of  the  care  of  food,  of  its  liygienic 
l)reparation  for  the  table,  of  proper  buying,  of  the  first  principles  of 
home  nursing,  and  of  the  great  principle  of  home-making. 

Indeed,  the  importance  and  the  dignity  of  home-making  is  the 
underlying  thought  in  this  department  of  our  school  system.  The 
course  of  instruction,  as  outlined  at  present,  gives  a  full  understand- 
ing of  the  fundamental  principles  of  cookery  as  well  as  skill  in  prac- 
tical cooking.  Tiie  five  food  principles  are  taken  up,  one  at  a  time, 
and  the  sequence  modified  to  suit  circumstances  and  the  cost  of  food 
materials  at  difl'erent  seasons  of  the  year.  Simple  and  well-balanced 
meals  are  planned  early  in  the  course.  The  idea  of  the  meal  holds  all 
the  other  topics  together  and  gives  unity  to  the  course,  while  the 
social  element  entering  into  the  serving  of  the  meal  is  of  incalculable 
value  in  holding  the  interest  of  the  pupils. 

Sanitation  and  the  idea  of  cleanliness  is  i>i'osent  in  all  lessons. 
Indeed,  sanitation  was  the  dominating  thought  in  tlio  building  and 
equipment  of  the  laboratory.  The  tops  of  the  desks  are  of  white 
glazed  tile;  the  individual  stoves  supportetl  only  at  the  l)ack  are  so 
constructed  that  they  can  be  taken  apart  and  thoroughly  cleansed; 
and  every  oiher  feature  of  the  room  is  planned  with  the  idea  of  main- 
taining absolute  iiuusehold  cleanliness. 
IS 
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Provision  is  made  I'or  classes  of  twenty  students,  each  of  whom  is 
provided  with  all  the  individual  utensils  needed  in  a  modern  and 
well-equipped  kitchen. 

One  double  period  (eighty  miuutes)  per  week  is  now  given  to  the 
work,  and  the  course  was  offered,  this  year,  to  members  of  the  senior 
and  junior  classes.  It  is  intended,  in  the  near  future,  to  enlarge  the 
department  and  to  organize  a  regular  four  years'  course  in  household 
economics. 

Bench- Work  in  Wood  Extended  to  Sixth  Grade. 

This  year  the  wood-working  was  extended  to  the  sixth  grade  boys. 
The  increased  attendance  at  school  and  the  enthusiasm  and  interest 
shown  in  the  shops  prove  this  step  to  have  been  a  wise  one. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  the  work  is  in  two  dimensions, 
with  exercises  in  measuring,  marking  and  whittling ;  but  later,  during 
the  second  half  of  the  year,  bench-w^ork  bringing  in  the  uses  of  all  the 
common  tools  is  given.  Here,  as  in  all  other  manual  training  classes, 
we  correlate,  wherever  possible,  art  and  manual  training  classes, 
to  cultivate  the  taste  and  develop  an  appreciation  of  good  design  and 
form.  The  models  for  class-work  are  selected  from  the  following  list: 
Plant-label,  match-scratcher,  key-tage,  fish-line-winder,  calendar, 
brush-holder,  corner-shelf,  sandpaper-block,  coat-rack,  match-safe,  key- 
board and  bird-house. 

Machine  Shop  Opened. 

This  year  also  saw  the  opening  of  a  machine-shop  as  part  of  the 
technical  course  in  the  high  school  for  boys.  The  present  equipment 
of  this  shop,  consisting  of  lathes,  drill-presses,  sensitive-drill,  shaper, 
power-hack-saw,  a  combination  gas-forge,  melting-pot  and  muffler  and 
twenty-five  bench-vices,  will  be  added  to  from  time  to  time  until  we 
have  a  machine-shop  complete  in  every  detail.  This  new  department 
in  our  manual  training  work,  1  believe,  is  a  good  one  for  although 
some  contend  that  there  is  very  little  educational  value  in  machine- 
shop  practice,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  machine  that  does  the  work  and 
not  the  boys,  I  believe  it  seiwes  splendidly  for  educational  purposes 
as  well  as  for  preparation  for  the  trades.  Although  it  is  true  that  the 
machine  does  the  work,  it  is  thcj  boy  who  sets  the  machine  in  motion 
and  who  must  see  that  it  does  its  duty.  This  requires  not  only  an 
imderstanding  of  the  construction  and  workings  of  the  machines,  but 
a  careful  adjustment  of  its  parts  as  well.  The  changing  conditions  ot 
the  machine-shop  make  it  necessary  for  creating  new  means  to  meet 
new  requirements  and  the  directive  skill  and  logical  processes  thus  in- 
volved make  this  work  rise  to  the  level  of  a  scientific  or  mathematical 
study.  In  arranging  our  course  we  have  tried  to  bring  in  all  the  pro- 
cesses of  the  commercial  machine-shop,  beginning  with  chipping  and 
filing  and  forging  where  metals  are  shaped  by  hand,  and  going  on  to 


No.  6.  READING.  273 

the  shaping  by  machine.  After  work  on  a  lew  simple  exercises  the 
boys  are  given  more  complicated  parts  of  machinery,  special  tools  and 
other  shop  accessions,  the  work  varying  from  year  to  year  according 
to  the  needs  of  the  shop.  The  following  are  some  of  the  things  made: 
Paper-weights,  screw-driver,  calipers,  lathe-centres,  face-plates,  ma- 
chine-bolts, machinists's  hammers,  grinders,  gas,  gasoline  and  steam 
engines  and  various  kinds  of  lathes.  The  machine-shop  course  is 
open  to  members  of  the  junior  and  senior  classes  of  the  high  school 
for  boys  and  is  closely  connected  with  drawing,  inasmuch  as  the  boys 
work  from  blue-prints  made  by  themselves  in  the  drafting-room. 

Technical  Course. 

The  technical  course  includes  four  years'  work  in  the  high  school 
for  boys,  following  three  years'  wood-work  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  grades,  and  includes  freehand  drawing,  mechanical  drawing, 
joinery,  furniture-making,  wood-turning,  pattern-making,  foundry 
practice,  chipping  and  filing  and  machine-shop  work,  together  with 
the  course  intended  to  prepare  boys  for  any  technical  school.  More 
than  a  third  of  the  pupils  entering  high  school  in  the  fall  of  1912 
elected  this  course. 

Modern  Grade  School  Building. 

The  contract  has  been  let  for  a  new  building  according  to  modern 
rdeas  of  school  architecture.  It  will  contain  eighteen  class-rooms, 
office  and  store-room  for  the  principal,  domestic  science  and  manual 
training  rooms,  i)]ay-rooms,  a  large  gymnasium  and  an  auditoriuDi  to 
seat  600.  When  completed,  we  believe  this  building  will  be  one  of  the 
best  adapted  for  school  purposes  and  social  work  in  the  State.  It  is 
situated  in^i  fine  section  of  the  city,  yet  bordering  on  a  large  work- 
ingmen's  section. 

Medical  Inspection  Extended. 

The  board  has  urganized  a  board  of  medical  inspection  consisting 
of  four  physicians  and  four  nurses,  in  place  of  the  present  plant  of 
medical  inspection  of  one  physician  and  one  nurse.  It  is  proposed 
to  do  this  work  thoroughly  and  keep  a  systematic  card-record  of  the 
physical  condition  and  social  environment  of  each  pupil  in  the  public 
schools  and  to  follow  up  each  case  with  a  report  to  the  parents. 

A  Teachers'  Retirement  Fund. 

A  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  retirement  fund  for  teachers  is 
now  pending  before  the  board.  In  the  near  future  this  will  be  fully 
discussed  and  action  taken  by  the  board.  The  plan  as  presented  pro- 
poses retirement  after  thirty  years'  seiwice,  if  permission  of  the  board 
is  granted  or  earlier  if  mental  or  physical  disability  seem  to  require  it. 
18—6—1912 
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Each  teacher,  in  order  to  participaie,  must  contribute  at  least  twenty- 
{•vi-  paymenis,  based  on  one  per  cent,  of  her  salary  lor  ten  \ears  and 
two  per  cent,  thereafter.  The  board  contributes  an  amount  equal  to 
tlie  aggregate  sum  contributed  by  the  teachers. 

Social  Centre  Work.. 

During  the  yeai-  ihe  board  gave  to  the  Civic  Division  of  the  Women's 
Club  of  Keading  the  use  of  two  vacant  rooms  for  social  centre  pur- 
poses.   The  secretary  of  the  Civic  Division  reports: 

"The  centre  was  opened  with  an  enrollment  of  021  children,  104 
hoys  and  517  girls,  ranging  in  age  from  six  to  eighteen  years. 
Two-hour  sessions  were  held  daily,  except  Saturday,  from  seveu  to 
nine  p.  m.  The  first  hour  was  devoted  to  instructing  the  children  in 
sewing  and  crocheting  for  girls  and  basketry  for  both  boys  and  girls; 
the  second  hour  was  given  over  to  recreation,  story- telling,  games, 
music,  folk-dancing,  gymnastics,  basket-ball,  etc.,  talks  on  hygiene, 
the  vicious  practice  of  cigarette  smoking,  etc.  There  was  one  paid 
supervisor  at  |25  a  month  and  a  corps  of  volunteer  assistants  on  duty 
at  every  session. 

''The  monthly  running  expenses  amounted  to  $30  not  including  heat 
and  light  furnished  by  the  board  nor  donations  of  materials  used  in 
the  sewing  and  basketry  classes.  The  centre  was  closed  in  May,  and 
the  children's  activities  transferred  to  the  gardens  at  Twelfth  and 
Perry  streets,  700  plots  having  been  applied  for  and  planted  Avith 
vegetables  and  flowers.  The  regular  attendance,  the  enthusiasm  of 
both  children  and  AV(<rkers,  the  work  accomi>lished  are  convincing  evi- 
dence of  the  moral  and  educational  betterment  in  that  neighborhood." 

Scientific,  Commercial  and  Educational  Museum. 

The  museum  maintained  in  connection  with  the  school  system  con- 
sists of  a  series  of  raw  and  manufactured  products  illustrating  the 
major  products  of  the  world,  in  many  cases  the  progressive  steps  in 
the  manufacture  are  illustrated  by  the  actual  specimens,  supplemented 
by  photographs.  There  are  in  addition  many  ethmological  specimens. 
Special  mention  might  be  made  of  the  series  illustrating  the  domes- 
tic life  of  the  native  Philippinos.  The  beginning  of  a  faunal  collec- 
tion, illustrating  the  natural  history  of  the  district  is  also  on  exhibi- 
tion. Jiesides  the  specimens  belonging  to  the  district,  the  private  col- 
lection of  Dr.  L.  W.  Mengel,  vice-principal  of  the  high  school  for  boys 
consisting  of  about  00,000  specimens  of  natural  historj^  from  all  por- 
tions of  the  Avorld,  has  been  loaned  to  the  board  and  under  certain 
re.«5:tric1ions,  is  accessible  to  the  teachers  and  all  interested. 
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There  is  also  an  exhibit  showing  the  work  of  the  schools,  consisting 
of  the  work  of  the  grades  in  drawing,  needle-work,  paper-work  and 
manual  training.    This  department  is  cared  for  by  the  supervisors. 

The  aim  of  the  museums  is  largely  to  supplement  the  work  in  tJie 
teaching  of  geography  by  bringing  the  pupils  in  direct  contact  with 
the  products  and  methods  of  manufacture  of  the  various 
commodities  of  the  world  about  which  they  study.  Comparatively 
few  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  raw  commercial  products  and 
fewer  know  how  these  products  of  the  world  are  prepared  to  be  of 
commercial  value.  The  interest  in  this  department  is  growing  and  it 
bids  fair  to  be  a  most  valuable  adjunct  in  teaching. 


KOCHESTEK— William  S.  Taft. 


Taken  as  a  whole,  the  school  year  of  1911-12  has  been  highly  satis- 
factory. Everyone  connected  with  the  school  system  has  endeavored 
to  bring  it  to  a  very  high  standard.  This  end  has  been  accomplished 
to  a  reasonable  degree.  This  was  made  possible  partly  oq.  account 
of  the  high  per  cciit.  of  attendance  as  the  town  had  no  epidemic  to 
interfere  with  the  school  work. 

Arithmetic  has  received  special  emphasis  this  year.  A  thorough  re- 
vision of  the  work  and  a  regrading  of  it  lias  produced  good  results. 
The  pupils  have  consequently  shown  a  rational  development  in  the 
subject.    Next  year  we  hope  to  lay  special  stress  on  English. 

All  progress  has  not  been  accomplished  by  the  pupils.  The  teach- 
ers have  also  been  doing  professional  reading,  such  as  Seely's  "School 
Management,"  and  Colgrove's  "The  Teacher  and  the  School."  They 
have  also  had  an  opportunity  to  hear  a  course  of  lectures  on  econo- 
mics and  sociology. 

The  high  school  has  had  the  largest  enrollment  of  its  history.  A 
coui-se  in  household  chemistry  has  added  much  interest  to  the  Chem- 
istry Department.  The  ])hysics  inborn  lory  lias  received  some  valu- 
able new  equipment. 

The  interior  of  two  of  the  giade  buildings  has  been  completely  re- 
linished  and  redecorated.  The  high  school  has  been  fitted  up  with 
electric  lights.  All  of  the  buildings  have  been  furnished  with  re- 
productions in  sopia  of  famous  masterpieces. 
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SCKANTON— George  Howell. 


Report  for  the  Year  Eiidiug  June  21,  1912. 

The  annual  school  term  closed  June  21,  1912.  1  believe  the  work 
of  the  year  was  satisfactory  to  teachers,  pupils  and  parents. 

School  enrollment,  23,070. 

Percentage,  91.1. 

Number  of  teachers,  including  supervisors,  569. 

Graduates  from  Central  High  school,  88. 

Graduates  from  Technical  High  School,  119. 

Graduates  from  Grammar  A  Grade,  7G2. 

We  are  laboring  under  the  neAv  code  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of 
health.  Dr.  J.  H.  Odell,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Medical 
Inspection,  presented  the  following  report  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

1.  That  the  schools  be  grouped  into  twenty  inspection  districts. 

2.  That  each  district  shall  have  one  medical  inspector. 

3.  That  the  inspection  be  made  as  early  in  the  school  year  as  pos- 
sible— it  should  be  completed  within  60  days  of  the  opening  of 
school — in  order  that  the  scholars  may  benefit  as  fully  as  possible 
during  the  larger  part  of  the  year. 

4.  The  inspection  to  be  made  according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
code  under  specific  orders  issued  by  the  Chief  Inspector. 

5.  The  inspection  to  cover  the  health  of  teachers,  scholars,  janitors 
and  the  sanitation  of  school  premises. 

6.  That  returns  be  tabulated  by  the  Chief  Inspector  for  the  State 
and  notificatious  to  the  parents  to  be  sent  by  Chief  Inspector. 

7.  That  four  visiting  nurses  be  employed  for  such  length  of  time 
as  is  necessary  to  follow  up  the  cases  in  the  homes  and  see  that  the 
recommendations  be  complied  with. 

8.  In  order  to  facilitate  inspection  the  cards  to  be  filled  out  by 
teachers  as  far  as  possible  and  be  ready  in  the  order  in  which 
scholars  will  pass  before  the  inspector, 

9.  That  the  Officer  of  Public  Health  of  the  City  of  Scranton  be 
the  Chief  Inspector  for  the  first  year  in  order  that  there  may  be  no 
clashing  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  city  and  school  district.  The 
Chief  Inspector  shall  have  the  dut}^  of  appointing  the  inspectors, 
subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  shall  super- 
vise their  activities. 
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10.  In  order  that  we  may  not  have  to  establish  and  Diaintain  offices 
and  au  organization  for  nurses,  it  is  recommended  that  they  be  en- 
gaged through  the  Scranton  District  Nurse  Association  with  head- 
quarters in  the  association  roc^ms  and  subject  to  association  rules; 
their  work,  however,  to  be  directed  by  tlie  Chief  Inspector. 

11.  That  a  clerk  be  allowed  the  Chief  Inspector  for  the  clerical 
work  of  filing  and  tabulating  Ihe  returns  and  notifying  parents  and 
teachers. 

12.  That  the  printing  of  cards,  etc.,  be  assumed  by  the  school 
district. 

Estimated  Cost  of  Inspection  for  1912. 

Chief  Inspector,   |1,000 

20  Inspectors  at  |200  each, 4,000 

4  Nurses  for  three  months,  including  their  equipment,  car- 
fares, etc.  (if  required  for  more  than  3  months  the  subse- 
quent cost  to  be  |240  per  mouth ) , 1,300 

Clerk  hire,  5  months  at  |60  per  month, 300 

Printing  and  filing  cabinet 200 

Total, 16,800 

Kealizing  that  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  school  ad- 
ministration is  the  selection  of  teachers,  the  Scrauton  Board  of 
Directors  in  order  to  remove  as  far  as  possible  from  the  sphere  of 
politics,  favoritism  and  personal  influence,  adopted  the  following 
plan,  known  as  'The  Scranton  Plan  for  the  Selection  and  Appoint- 
ment of  Teachers." 

Scranton   Plan — Qualifications  of  Teachers. 

Applicants  for  positions  in  the  Central  High  School  must  be  col- 
lege graduates  with  at  least  two  years'  experience. 

Applicants  for  positions  in  the  Technical  High  School  must  be 
college  graduates  Avith  at  least  two  years'  experience,  or  normal 
graduates  with  commercial  training  and  at  least  two  years'  experi- 
ence, or  graduates  of  some  recognized  manual  training  school  with  at 
least  one  year's  experience. 

Applicants  for  positions  in  the  grades  of  the  public  schools  of 
Scranton  must  be  college  or  normal  graduates,  or  graduates  of  the 
Scranton  Training  School. 

Teachers,  before  receiving  a  permanent  position,  must  serve  five 
months  as  a  temporary  teacher. 

Method  of  Appointment. 

Teachers  shall  be  selected  upon  merit  according  «to  the  following 
plan: 
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(a)  All  applicants  for  positions  shall  he  examined  orally  by  the 
PJducational  Committee  and  the  Superintendent,  June  27  and  28, 
1912.  The  purpose  of  this  oral  examination  is  to  determine  the  rating 
on  manners,  speech,  personalit^y  and  expei-ience  of  the  candidate.  The 
marking  of  the  oral  examination  shall  be  based  on  the  scale  of  100 
per  cent. 

(b)  All  applicants  for  positions  shall  also  pass  a  written  examina 
tion  in  English,  mathematics,  and  pedagogy.  The  English,  mathe- 
matics and  pedagogy  for  the  high  school  shall  include  rhetoric 
and  college  English,  algebra  and  geometry,  phychology  and  methods 
of  teaching.  The  English,  mathematics  and  pedagogy  for  the  gram- 
mar grades  shall  include  grammar,  arithmetic  and  methods  of  teach- 
ing. This  examination  shall  be  conducted  by  a  college  professor,  not 
a  resident  of  Scranton.  He  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Superintendent 
and  approved  by  the  Educational  Committee.  This  examination  shall 
be  a  competitive,  not  a  qualifying  one,  and  shall  be  held  the  day 
following  the  oral  examination,  June  29,  1912.  The  purpose  of  this 
examination  is  to  determine  the  rating  of  the  applicant  on  scholar- 
ship. The  mark  of  this  examination  shall  l)e  based  on  the  scale  of 
]00  per  cent. 

(c)  The  final  result  of  this  examination  shall  be  the  average  of  the 
marks  for  the  oral  and  written  examinations,  and  shall  determine 
the  place  of  the  applicant  upon  the  eligible  list.  Those  having  the 
highest  marks  shall  be  rated  first  and  appointed  first.  Where  two 
candidates  have  the  same  rating,  preference  shall  be  given  to  the 
one  having  the  longest  experience. 

One  oral  and  written  examination  shall  be  held  annually,  and 
eligible  lists  shall  be  revised  annually  according  to  the  results  of 
this  examination. 

All  a})plicants  shall  be  notified  in  due  time  of  the  date  of  the 
annual  examination.  No  applicant  shall  be  alloAved  to  take  the  ex- 
amination who  has  not  filed  a  blank  form  of  application  in  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent. 

1'  n  lergency  Appointments. 

\t'iien  the  eligible  list  is  exhausted,  au  oral  examination  may  be 
held  and  eiiioi-gency  ai)])ointments  may  be  made  from  candidates  who 
snticssliilly  pass  it,  but  all  such  emergency  appointments  hold  only 
until  the  next  competitive  examination  provides  an  eligible  list  from 
which  i-egnlar  a]t])oinlments  shall  be  made. 

We  hope  the  Scranton  plan  for  the  appointment  of  teachers,  and 
the  medical  inspection  plan  for  the  j)romotion  of  health  may  prove 
sjitisfactory  and  satisfy  our  highest  expectations. 
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SHA\rOKIN— Joseph  Howeith. 


The  year  just  closed  hiis  l)eeii  marked  by  steady  growth  and  pro- 
gress along  all  lines  of  school  work.  The  teachers  have  been  faith- 
ful, the  children  have. been  interested,  and  the  community  has  been 
loyal  in  the  support  of  the  schools. 

Our  board,  which  was  elected  under  the  provisions  of  the  School 
Code,  is  composed  of  seven  representative  men  who  have  had  ex- 
perience as  directors  under  the  old  law.  All  the  work  is  done  by  the 
entire  board  without  the  aid  of  committees.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  note 
the  board's  spirit  of  harmony  and  its  unity  of  purpose  for  the  welfare 
of  the  children. 

We  have  devoted  considerable  study  during  the  past  year  to  re- 
tardation and  its  causes  in  our  schools.  We  find  that  the  main  causes 
for  retardation  are  lack  of  food  and  clolhing,  physical  defects  and 
bad  habits.  We  shall  try  to  meet  .these  causes  next  year  by  enlisting 
the  aid  of  philanthropic  societies,  by  systematic  medical  inspection, 
and  by  endeavoring  to  correct  the  various  agencies  in  the  commuity 
that  tend  to  demoralize  the  children. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  many  courtesies 
and  kindnesses  of  the  members  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction. 


SHAKON— S.  11.  Hadlev. 


While  it  is  doubtful  if  we  will  ever  be  able  to  measure  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy  the  efficiency  of  a  school  system,  however,  we 
think  that  the  past  year  in  our  schools  has  been  a  very  satisfactory' 
one. 

The  Board  of  Education  provided  us  with  all  needed  ecpiipment. 
Our  teaching  force  was  composed  of  very  efficient  teachers.  The  at- 
tendance at  school  by  the  pu])ils  was  exceptionally  good  throughout 
the  year.  During  the  year  a  (borough  medical  inspection  was  made 
of  all  the  pupils.  While  a  great  many  i)hysical  defects  were  found, 
we  are  pleased  to  report  that  at  least  one-fourth  of  our  pupils  con- 
sulted a  phj'siciau  upon  the  advice  of  the  examiner. 
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The  Board  of  Education  hy  a  unanimous  vote  decided  to  install, 
during  this  summer,  manual  training  and  domestic  science  deiiart- 
ments.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education,  held  June  3,  1912, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  Ihe  Superintendent  and  the  Principal 
of  the  high  school,  it  was  decided  to  olfer  a  wider  range  of  subjects 
to  those  attending  high  school.  Our  aim  is  to  provide  a  practical 
education  to  those  who  do  not  expect  to  attend  college,  as  well  as  to 
provide  a  preparatory  education  to  those  who  expect  to  attend  higher 
institutions. 

Our  Fifth  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  December  18-23, 
1911.  The  iustructors  were  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Dr.  Earl  Barnes 
and  Dr.  Leon  Vincent,  The  instruction  given  was  of  the  very  highest 
order.  The  educational  sentiment  awakened  in  the  community  was 
marked. 

Our  schools  closed  this  year  May  31,  when  a  class  of  forty-eight 
young  ladies  and  gentlemen  was  graduated  from  our  high  school. 

1  desire  to  thauk  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  th.' 
manv  courtesies  shown  me  during  the  vear. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


There  have  been  so  few  changes  in  our  schools  for  the  last  two 
years  that  there  is  little  to  say  about  them  except  that  we  are 
plodding  along  the  lines  given  in  former  reports.  During  the  past 
term  the  teachers  displayed  considerable  energy  and  interest  in  their 
work  and,  in  general,  obtained  results  that  were  quite  satisfactory, 
considering  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be  met  and  overcome.  Our 
yearly  enrollment  did  not  exceed  that  of  the  former  year  but  our 
average  daily  attendance  was  greater  than  ever  before  and  our 
children  in  the  higher  grades  remained  better  in  school.  This  shows 
that  our  people  are  awakening  to  the  fact  that  more  education  is 
essential  or  it  is  one  of  the  good  effects  of  the  change  in  the  Com- 
pulsory Education  law. 

The  workings  in  the  mines  so  damaged  one  of  our  best  buildings 
that  we  had  to  abandon  it  in  Febiiiary  and,  as  no  suitable  rooms  were 
obtainable,  we  had  to  double  up  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  The 
directors  have  had  the  building  moved  to  a  place  with  a  supposed 
solid  foundation  at  a  cost  of  nearly  |5,n00.  It  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  at  the  beginning  of  next  term. 
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Our  schools  were  considerably  retarded  by  the  prevalency  of  diph- 
theria and  scarlet  fever.  These  diseases  had  a  grip  on  the  town,  for 
part  of  the  term,  that  tested  the  efficiency  of  our  Board  of  Health 
as  well  as  the  energy  of  our  citizens.  By  a  determined  effort  the 
Board  of  Health  got  control  of  them,  although  they  have  not  yet 
been  entireh'  eradicated  from  the  town. 

The  code  seems  to  be  working  fairly  Avell  and  our  board  is  trying 
to  comply  with  its  mandates.  It  has  ordered  the  erection  of  a  new 
six-room  buildiug  in  order  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  some 
of  our  grades. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  ncAv  board  was  to  decide  to  erect  a  new 
high  school  building  which  would  be  a  credit  to  the  town  and  give 
opportunity  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  high  school  but  the 
citizens  did  not  approve  of  the  bond  issue  for  that  purpose  so  the 
plan  has  been  abandoned  for  the  present.  We  still  hope  that  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  Shenandoah  will  have  a  high  school 
building  which  will  fully  display  the  educational  interest  of  her 
people. 

Our  district  took  advantage  of  the  law  giving  it  the  right  to  ap- 
point a  medical  inspector.  The  board  selected  Dr.  John  C.  Gallagher, 
one  of  our  bright  young  physicians,  for  the  office.  His  work  as  in- 
spector was  thorough  and  very  satisfactory  to  both  the  parents  and 
the  school  authorities  here.  We  think  much  good  was  done  by  the 
medical  examination. 

We  do  not  approve  of  the  change  of  the  method  of  publishing  the 
reports  of  the  auditors  of  third  class  districts.  Our  report  certainly 
does  not  give  the  people  what  they  should  know. 

Our  new  library  trustees  purchased  about  |400  worth  of  new  books 
of  fiction,  history  and  science  and  had  rebound  about  250  volumes. 


SOUTH  BP]THLEHEM— Owen  E.  Wilt. 


During  the  term  of  1912  but  a  few  noted  events  occurred.  An 
annex  of  four  commodious  rooms  was  added  to  Packer  building, 
situated  in  the  eastern  section  of  our  borough.  With  the  four  rooms 
added,  Packer  building  will  be  able  to  accommodate  all  the  school 
children  in  this  growing  section  of  the  borough  for  a  few  years  at 
least.  It  was  a  long  felt  want.  The  said  annex  is  an  up-to-date 
structure.     The   rooms   and   halls   are  well   lighted.     The  metallic 
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ceilings  add  to  llic  ornameiii  of  the  building  and  are  supposed  to 
abale  the  nuisance  and  danger  oi'  falling  ceilings  and  endangering 
the  salely  of  pupils  and  teachers. 

In  compliance  with  the  School  Code  the  board  has  adopted  an 
additional  course  to  the  existing  four-year  course  of  the  high  school, 
which  is  to  be  known  as  a  normal  course,  and  is  open  to  all  pupils 
who  have  taken  the  full  coarse  as  now  existing  in  tirst  grade  higii 
schools,  and  who  will  spend  an  additional  year  in  reviewing  the  com- 
mon school  branches  such  as  orthography,  reading,  writing,  arith- 
metic, geography,  grammar,  U.  S.  history,  physiology  and  hygiene, 
civil  government,  elem.  algebra,  theory  of  teaching,  vocal  music, 
drawing,  school  management,  and  additional  branches  recommended 
by  the  code  designated  for  the  special  preparation  of  persons  con- 
templating to  teach  in  the  public  schools. 

The  board  has  also  adopted,  in  addition  to  the  former  curriculum 
of  studies,  mechanical  drawing,  and  has  elected  a  competent  teacher 
to  take  charge  of  the  work.  This  will  mean  advanced  work  in  me- 
chanical and  freehand  drawing  in  the  grammar  A  grade  and  in  the 
high  school,  and  is  expected  to  lead  to  the  introduction  of  manual 
training  in  the  schools  in  the  verj^  near  future. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  School  Code  may  well  be  called  the 
beginning  of  the  Progressive  Era  in  Education. 

The  code  in  its  rigid,  yet  just,  demands  for  better  preparation  on 
the  part  of  teachers  in  general,  and  for  a  broader  and  more  practical 
course  of  education,  has  convinced  manj^,  that,  if  they  expect  to  re- 
main in  the  profession  they  must  advance  in  their  proficiency.  The 
teachers  of  the  borough  in  a  body  took  up  a  few  subjects  of  study 
during  the  past  term,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that  they  mastered 
them.  A  few  more  wall  be  taken  up  during  the  coming  term.  I  trust 
that  ere  long  our  teachers  may  stand  fully  equipped  to  meet  all  the 
requirements  of  the  new  code. 

During  this  term  there  was  very  little  reason  for  fault  finding. 
Progress  was  steady  but  sure.  The  attendance  officer  was  employed 
and  served  during  the  entire  term  and  did  faithful  work.  The  gradu- 
ating class  was  made  up  of  very  desirable  young  people,  and  was  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  high  school. 

The  teaching  of  vocal  music  was  quite  successful.  The  high  school 
was  well  patronized  by  non-resident  pupils,  an  average  of  about 
eighteen.  The  tuition  fee  from  the  several  adjoining  districts 
amounted  to  about  one  thousand  dollars. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  schools  of  this  borough  will  keep 
fully  apace  with  the  progress  apparent  throughout  the  Coramon- 
w'ealth. 
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STEELTON— L.  E.  McGiniies. 


AVitli  us  the  year  has  not  been  cliaracterized  by  any  remarkable 
strides,  educationally.  We  have  held  our  own  and  that  means  that 
we  have  been  making  some  progress.  The  standard  set  for  our 
schools  in  the  past  has  never  been  lowered  in  at  least  one  particular, 
tliat  of  efficient  teaching.  While  by  foi-ce  of  circumstances  we  can 
not  lay  claim  to  all  the  more  modern  attainments  in  the  educational 
world,  yv'e  can  claim  with  confidence  that  the  teaching  improves 
with  each  successive  year.  At  no  time  has  there  been  a  let  up  in  the 
policy  of  our  board,  of  securing  and  maintaining  a  strong  teaching 
force.  To  this  end,  no  other  consideration  than  merit  governs  the 
selection  of  teachers  and  no  other  consideration  than  intelligent, 
I'aithful  service  governs  their  retention.  One  of  the  agencies  that  is 
constantly  utilized  to  assist  in  fostering  the  true  jn'ofessional  spirit 
is  the  leachers'  meetings.  During  the  year  grade  conferencCvS  were 
held  as  frequently  as  it  seemed  necessary  and  general  meetings  of 
all  fhe  teachers  weie  held  monthly.  As  was  the  case  in  a  number 
of  the  preceding  years,  a  particular  line  of  study  and  investigation 
was  pursued.  The  definite  subject  for  the  year  was  instruction  and 
training.  Sub-topics  were  assigned  to  several  of  the  teachers  early 
in  the  term,  thus  affording  them  an  opportunity  to  approach  their 
subjects  from  a  practical  standpoint  in  the  light  of  experience.  Then, 
too,  they  were  enal)led  to  bring  to  bear  whatever  they  could  obtain, 
through  the  various  channels  of  professional  reading.  The  following 
were  some  of  the  sub-topics  assigned  in  advance:  Physical  Instruc- 
tion and  Training,  (a)  Qualities  of  the  Physical  Atmosphere  of  a 
AVell-regulated  School,  (b)  Physiology  and  Hygiene  for  Habit  Form- 
ing, (c)  Physical  Culture  for  Health  and  Strength,  (d)  Athletics  for 
Health  and  Strength,  (e)  The  Physical  Value  of  Regulated  Play; 
Intellectual  Instruction  and  Training,  (a)  Qualities  of  the  Intel- 
lectual Atmosphere  of  a  Well-regulated  School,  (b)  Superficial  Think- 
ing— Causes,  Remedies,  fc)  Holding  on  for  Thought  in  the  Reading 
lOxercise  and  Textl)Ook  Study,  (d)  The  True  Meaning  of  Thorough- 
ness, in  the  grades,  in  tlie  high  school,  (e)  Automatic  Processes,  in 
penmanship  and  spelling,  in  arithmetic  and  algebra,  in  stenography 
and  typewriting;  Moral  Instruction  and  Training,  (ai  Qualities  of 
the  MoraJ  Atmosphere  of  a  Wel]-regulat(^d  School,  (b)  Where  and 
How  Pupils  Get  their-  Ideals,  (c)  AVhat  the  School  Does  for  Moral 
Training,  by  its  discipline,  by  its  work,  by  its  i>lay,  (d)  Debate  on  the 
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Question  of  Formal  JMoral  Instruction  in  the  Schools,  (e)  Outside 
Forces  that  Counteract  Moral  Training  in  the  Schools;  Social  and 
Civic  Instruction  and  Training,  (a)  Qualities  of  the  Social  Atmos- 
phere of  a  Well-regulated  School,  (b)  The  State's  Demands  of  the 
Schools  Along  the  Lines  of  Intelligence,  Self-support  and  obedience 
to  Law,  (c)  School  Forces  that  Lead  Pupils  to  Recognize  their  Obli- 
gations to  the  State,  the  Teacher,  the  course  of  study,  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  School. 

The  following  professional  books  were  made  the  basis  for  reading 
and  discussion  by  all  the  teachers  in  the  last  three  years:  McMurry's 
"How  to  Study  and  Teaching  How  to  Study,"  Bagley's  "Class  Room 
Management  and  Munsterberg's  "Psychology  and  the  Teacher." 

In  the  assignment  of  the  grades  a  year  ago,  an  important  advance 
step  was  taken,  in  the  organization  of  a  central  grammar  school. 
This  school  was  placed  under  the  supervision  of  a  competent  principal 
with  an  efficient  corps  of  teachers.  The  beneficial  results  of  this 
action  are  manifest  already  in  several  directions.  In  the  first  place 
it  has  afforded  all  the  pupils  of  both  sexes  of  the  A  and  B  grammar 
grades,  the  opportunity  of  being  under  the  tuition  of  both  male  and 
female  teachers,  a  consummation  gi-eatly  to  be  desired.  In  the  next 
place  it  has  enabled  the  teachers  in  these  grades  to  do  departmental 
work  along  lines  of  their  special  fitness  without  being  required  to 
cover  the  entire  curriculum  of  grade  studies.  In  the  third  place  it 
is  bringing  about  a  closer  articulation  with  the  work  of  the  high 
school.  This  it  is  accomplishing  in  two  ways;  first  by  familiarizing 
pupils  with  departmental  work  before  they  reach  the  high  school  and 
second  by  aftording  the  teachers  of  the  departments  an  opportunity 
to  more  readily  confer  with  the  teachers  of  the  related  subjects  in 
the  high  school.  While  all  of  these  results  are  plainly  to  be  seen  al- 
ready, after  but  one  year's  experience,  perhaps  the  most  striking 
result  has  been  the  increased  enrollment  and  the  improved  attend- 
ance in  these  grades.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  class  promoted  to 
the  high  school  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  schools. 

With  us,  as  with  many  other  districts,  the  most  difficult  problem 
is  how  to  secure  sufficient  revenue  to  conduct  the  schools  on  a  [)lane 
anywhere  within  hailing  distance  of  even  legitimate  modern  de- 
mands. It  costs  money  to  run  schools.  The  material  equipment,  to 
begin  with,  is  expensive  and  to  keep  that  equipment  where  wise 
economy  is  bound  to  keep  it,  means  the  constant  expenditure  of 
money.  To  properly  preserve  the  buildings  as  well  as  to  make  them 
suitable  places  in  which  to  educate  children,  the  interiors  and  the 
exteriors  ought  to  be  painted  at  no  great  intervals  of  time.  To 
insure  efficiency  and  safety,  the  more  or  less  complicated  heating 
3,pparatu9  must  be  kept  in  first  class  condition  continuously  and 
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that  these  buildings  be  sanitary  in  all  their  appointments,  the  ina- 
portant  item  of  plumbing  must  not  be  neglected  for  a  moment.  All 
of  this  requires  thoughtful  care  and  unavoidable  expense.  Then,  too,, 
some  people  need  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  of  the  fact  that  the 
schools  are  absolutely  free  to-day  and  that  it  requires  money  to  make 
them  free.  Comfortable  buildings,  heated,  lighted,  sanitary;  text- 
books, apparatus,  stationery,  to  say  nothing  of  the  teaching,  the 
supervising  and  the  inspecting,  all  free  to  every  child  in  the  Com?- 
monwealth  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twenty-one.  The  material 
equipment  alone,  in  any  district  of  any  proportions  whatever,  rep- 
resents thousands  upon  thousands  of  dollars.  The  cost  of  main- 
taining schools  a  few  decades  ago  was  small  compared  with  what 
it  is  to-day.  The  reasons  for  this  are  apparent.  In  the  first  place, 
very  much  more  is  provided  now  than  formerly,  and  in  the  next 
place,  considerable  that  is  supplied  now  at  public  expense  was  fur- 
nished by  the  individual  patron  formerly.  The  average  taxpayer  is 
liable  to  overlook  these  facts.  In  view  of  the  problem  of  cost,  our 
district  at  present  is  confronted  with  a  situation  that  to  say  the  least, 
is  unfortunate.  While  we  do  not  think  for  a  moment  that  the 
framers  of  the  new  School  Code  meant  to  cripple  any  district  by 
''robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul,''  Ihey  have  done  it  quite  effectively  in 
districts  such  as  ours.  Notwithstanding  our  financial  needs,  under 
the  new  method  of  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation  we  wilH 
receive  approxinmtely  but  two-thirds  of  the  amount  received  here- 
tofore. That  we  would  receive  less  was  to  be  expected,  but  that  it 
should  be  reduced  to  the  extent  of  over  four  thousand  dollars  does 
not  seem  reasonable.  The  new  law  requimng  an  early  tax  levy,  made 
it  practically  impossible  to  foresee  the  amount  of  the  State's  reduc- 
tion at  the  time  that  the  levy  for  the  current  year  was  made.  Acting; 
upon  its  best  judgment,  based  upon  the  information  at  hand,  the 
board  fixed  the  levy  at  the  millage  of  last  term.  That  the  work 
of  the  year  will  necessarily  be  embarrassed  is  readily  to  be  seen,, 
and  it  is  also  evident  that  if  our  schools  are  to  occupy  anything  like 
the  field  of  usefulness  in  the  future  that  they  have  occupied  in  the 
past,  the  community,  made  up  as  it  is  largely  of  laboring  men,  will 
be  compelled  to  do  considerably  more,  as  the  State  at  large  by  its 
action  is  doing  materially  less.  Furthermore,  the  great  corporation, 
centered  here,  will  be  asked  to  pay  its  thousands  of  dollars  into  the 
State  treasury  to  assist  many  other  districts  not  less  able  but  less 
willing  to  help  themselves.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  de- 
sire for  fair-play  on  the  part  of  the  State  will  result  in  some  such 
an  adjustment  in  the  future  as  Avill  indicate  its  unwillingness  to  ac- 
cept 145,000  annually  from  a  district  to  which  it  is  returning  prac- 
tically but  18,000. 
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SUNBUEY— T.  C.  M.  Elleuberger. 


It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  our  schools 
have  made  commendable  progress. 

The  new  School  Code  has  effected  some  changes  that  have  lualer- 
ially  been  for  the  betterment  of  the  public  schools. 

As  soon  as  we  see  our  way  clear  from  a  too  great  financial  stress, 
it  is  our  hope  to  introduce  into  the  central  grammar  school  ;md  high 
school,  manual  training  and  domestic  science. 

We  now  maintain  four  courses  of  study,  namely:  Classical,  scien- 
tific, English  and  commercial.  Two  additional  teachers  were  elected 
to  departments  in  the  high  school. 

We  now  have  ample  facilities  for  pupils.  Two  new  eight-room 
buildings  having  been  built  during  the  past  two  years.  Our  school 
population  is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  two  additional  schools  per 
year. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  2,574:  pupils,  of  which  nuiii 
ber  342  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  and  152  in  the  central  gram- 
mar school.    Forty-two  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  high  school, 
2'.\  girls  and  19  boys.     Fourteen  members  of  the  class  of  1912  have 
arranged  to  enter  higher  instiiutious  of  learning. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  and  the  vaccination  law  were 
strictly  enforced. 

The  medical  inspector  reported  all  of  the  school  buildings  in  good 
hygienic  condition,  except  in  the  cases  of  two  of  the  buildings  in 
which  he  recommended  an  impioved  system  of  ventilation. 

One  day's  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  all  teachers  for  visitation 
in  corresponding  grades  in  the  surrounding  cities  and  towns. 

The  Board  of  Health  was  very  active  in  its  duties,  with  the  result 
that  good  health  conditions  prevailed  throughout  the  year.  No 
epidemic  prevailed  at  any  time.  Combining  the  duties  of  truant 
officer  and  health  officer  excellent  results  were  obtained. 

The  Athletic  Association  is  under  the  direct  supervision  and 
control  of  joint  committees  representing  Hie  alumni,  high  scliool 
faculty  and  student  body  of  the  high  school. 

A  Parent-Teacher's  Association  was  organized  during  the  year. 
It  has  done  a  good  work  in  bringing  the  home  and  the  school  into 
closer  relationship. 

The  School  Board  has  hapyjily  adapted  itself  to  the  conditions  im- 
posed by  the  new  School  Code. 


No.  6.  TAMAQUA.  287 

Teachers'  meetings,  held  regularly  throughout  the  year,  were  pro- 
ductive of  good  results.  The  discussions  were  confined  to  the  prac- 
tical work  of  the  school  room. 

The  teachers,  in  general,  have  been  earnest  and  efficient  in  their 
work.  The  high  school  is  splendidly  organized  and  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence and  support  of  pupils  and  patrons.  The  central  grammar 
grade  school  is  organized  on  the  departmental  plan  of  teaching.  This 
school  has  five  teachers  of  wide  experience,  and  an  enrollmeut  of  152 
pupils.  One  hundred  and  twenty  pupils  were  graduated  from  the 
central  grammar  school  and  given  certificates  of  admission  to  the 
high  school. 


TAMAQUA— J.  F.  Derr. 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  another  year  of  successful  work. 
All  things  considered,  the  work  of  the  schools  was  never  more  satis- 
factory than  it  was  during  the  term,  which  closed  June  25. 

During  the  year  the  Board  of  Education  was  constantly  on  the 
alert  to  move  along  lines  more  progressive,  and  the  teachers  were 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  progress,  and  labored  faitJi- 
fully  to  attain  the  best  results  for  their  pupils.  These  were  the 
forces  that  made  the  work  of  the  year  pleasant  and  inspiring. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  high  school  were  held  on  the 
evening  of  June  25,  when  thirteen  young  people — six  boys  and  seven 
girls — were  graduated.  These  exercises  were  of  an  exceptionally 
high  order,  and  were  thorouglily  enjoyed  by  a  large  audience.  Dr. 
Madison  C.  Peters,  of  New  York  City,  delivered  the  commencement 
address,  which  was  very  practical  and  instinictive.  His  theme  was, 
''How  to  Get  There  and  Stay  There."  The  baccalaureate  sei*mon  was 
|)reached  in  Zion's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  on  the  evening  of 
June  28,  by  Eev.  George  Gebei-t,  the  pastor. 

There  were  enrolled  in  all  our  schools  during  the  year,  1,030  boys 
and  977  girls,  making  a  total  enrollment  of  2,007.  The  per  cent,  of 
attendance  for  the  year  was  94.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  every  avail- 
able school  room  was  occupied  during  the  past  year,  and  the  lower 
grades  much  overcrowded,  and  the  school  population  rapidly  in- 
creasing, it  is  very  evident,  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  erect  some 
new  school  buildings  in  the  near  future. 

The   personnel   of   our   teachens  was   as   follows:      Three   college 
graduates,  twenty-three  normal  school  graduates,  ten  who  hold  per- 
manent or  State  certificates,  two  who  hold  professional  certificates, 
;.and  three  who  hold  provisional  certificates. 
19 
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A  commercial  course  was  added  to  the  high  school  curriculum 
during  the  year.  This  gave  us  another  teacher  in  the  high  school. 
The  commercial  department  was  opened  last  January. 

An  entertainment  course  of  four  attractions  was  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  high  school  in  its  auditorium.  The  following  num- 
bers appeared:  The  Jeanette  Kliiig  Co.,  llobert  Seeds,  The  Fisher 
Shipp  Concert  Company,  and  Brush,  the  Magician. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  ably  enforced  by  the  attend- 
ance officer.  More  than  500  employment  certificates  have  been  is- 
sued in  this  district,  since  the  law  went  into  effect,  January  1,  1910. 
Many  applicants  for  such  certificates,  lacking  the  proper  qualifica- 
tions, have  again  returned  to  school.  The  conmiunity  is  in  hearty 
accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  very  little  annoyance  and  in- 
convenience are  now  experienced. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
many  courtesies  extended  during  the  year. 


TAEENTUM— A.  D.  Eudsley. 


The  school  year  of  1011-1012  was  a  (piiet,  orderly  one,  apparently 
satisfactory,  in  the  main,  to  the  people  for  whom  the  schools  are  main- 
tained. I)irectt)rs,  jjarents,  teacheis  and  pupils  have  worked  in  har- 
mony in  furthering  the  interests  of  the  school  children. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  several  changes  were  made  in  the  high 
school  course  of  study.  The  number  of  units  of  Latin  necessary  for 
graduation  was  reduced  to  one,  with  the  ultimate  aim  of  not  requiring 
Latin  at  all  for  graduation.  Science,  histoiy  and  commercial  subjects 
are  olfered  as  optional  subjects,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  many 
pupils  and  their  parents.  For  pupils  sixteen  years  of  age  or  over, 
just  entering  high  school,  two  years  of  work  in  commercial  branches 
are  otfered,  though  pupils  finishing  this  course  are  not  entitled  to 
graduation  from  the  high  school.  Diplomas  are  issued  only  to  those 
who  have  finished  the  four  years'  course. 

Plans  were  devised  and  carried  out  also  for  reducing  the  amount  of 
examination  work  in  the  schools.  Announcement  was  made  at  the 
opening  of  school,  in  both  the  high  school  and  the  grades,  that  all 
pupils  who  made  an  average  of  85  per  cent,  or  higher  in  any  subject 
in  their  daily  work,  and  received  a  rating  of  ''good"  or  "excellent"  in 
deportment,  would  be  exempt  from  the  final  examination  in  that  sub- 
ject.   As  a  result,  the  number  of  pupils  taking  the  final  examinations 


No.  6.  TAYLOR.  289 

was  reduced  one-half,  and  the  discipline  throughout  the  schools 
materially  improved.  There  u^ere  fewer  failures  than  ever  before  be- 
cause of  the  immediate  incentive  offered  for  good  work  and  good  con- 
duct. 

Our  school  board  is  planning  industrial  training  for  our  schools. 
Sewing  for  the  girls  will  be  begun  in  the  fall  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  grades,  while  the  bovs  in  those  grades  will  take  mechanical 
drawing,  prei>aratory  for  shop  work  the  following  year.  During  the 
past  year  the  school  board  also  purchased  a  plot  of  ground  adjoining 
the  First  Ward  school  building  so  as  to  have  the  necessary  amount  of 
playground  when  a  new  building  is  erected  there,  which  must  be 
within  the  next  year  or  two. 

A  class  of  28  pupils  finished  the  high  school  course,  and  a  class  of 
75  pupils  will  take  up  high  school  work  with  the  beginning  of  the 
next  school  year. 

The  changes  and  adjustments  necessary  in  the  management  and  ad- 
ministratiou  of  the  schools  because  of  the  School  Code  have  been 
made  without  friction,  and  the  systematic  and  thorough  procedure 
required  in  the  Code  is  already  bearing  fruit.  Pennsylvania  certainly 
owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
To  the  School  Code  Commission,  and  the  Legislature  for  our  excellent 
svstem  of  school  laws. 


TAYLOK— Wm.  S.  Kobinson. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  a  very  pleasant  and  prosperous 
one  in  many  respects.  Tt  has  been  a  year  of  quiet  consistent  work. 
Although  an  unusually  large  number  of  the  teachers  employed  were 
without  previous  experience  in  teaching,  yet  the  results  were  very 
satisfactory.  During  the  year  all  the  teachers  have  studied  Colgrove's 
"The  Teacher  and  the  School."  Many  have  been  working  along  other 
lines  to  improve  their  scholarship  and  better  prepare  themselves  for 
the  work  of  teaching.  This  was  a  particularly  gratifying  feature  of 
the  work  to  me. 

During  the  year  drawing  was  systematically  taught  for  the  first 
time.  The  results  were  very  encouraging.  We  secured  a  trained 
teacher  to  outline  and  inspect  the  work.  This  proved  to  be  a  good 
substitute  for  a  special  teacher.  The  work  in  music  was  also  much 
improved.  Under  the  direction  of  our  special  teacher  the  work  was 
definitely  planned  and  each  pupil  was  required  to  do  his  work  in 
19— fr— 1912 
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music  as  well  as  in  the  other  subjects.  Tn  our  regular  studies  much 
stress  was  placed  upon  the  subjects  of  language  and  arithmetic.  As 
a  result  of  our  efforts  a  high  standard  of  work  was  secured. 

The  compulsory  attendance  Jaw  was  strictly  enforced.  Although 
the  prevalence  of  measles  during  a  part  of  the  year  considerably  de- 
creased the  attendance,  yet  the  attendance  was  generally  good. 

The  board  has  done  everything  in  its  power  for  the  best  interests  of 
our  schools.  The  community  has  shoAvn  its  appreciation  and  given  us 
encouragement.  The  teachers  have  been  conscientious  in  their  work. 
The  pupils  have  been  obedient  and  respectful.  With  the  united  and 
harmonious  action  of  these  factors  we  look  forward  to  another  year 
of  progress. 


THROOP— John  J.  O'Hara. 


The  schools  opened  September  11,  1911,  and  closed  June  6,  1912, 
the  term  being  nine  (9)  months.  There  were  enrolled  during  that 
time  six  hundred  twenty-seven  (627)  girls  and  seven  hundred  five 
(705)  boys,  a  total  enrollment  of  twelve  hundred  thirty-two  (1,232). 

The  attendance  during  the  winter  and  early  spring  months  was  very 
irregular.  Contagious  diseases  prevailed,  to  some  extent,  in  all  parts 
of  the  districts.  The  school  authorities,  acting  in  conjunction  with 
the  local  health  authorities,  endeavored  to  prevent  an  epidemic  and 
were  successful  in  preventing  diseases  spreading  throughout  the 
district. 

The  work  done  in  all  departments  was  satisfactory.  Overcrowded 
primar;\'  rooms  retarded  the  work  of  that  department  to  a  great  ex- 
tent in  the  early  part  of  the  term. 

Night  schools  were  opened  in  three  of  our  buildings,  five  teachers 
being  employed,  thus  furnishing  ample  accommodations  for  all  that 
desired  to  attend. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  in  the  Throop  Theater,  Friday 
evening,  June  7,  1912.  There  were  eight  graduates  from  the  high 
school  and  twelve  graduates;  from  the  grammar  school. 


T ITU S VI LLE— Henry  Pease. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  decided  advancement 
in  our  city  schools.  During  the  year  we  have  erected  one  of  the  best 
and  most  complete  modem  high  school  buildings  in  the  State.    It  will 
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be  occupied  with  the  opening  ot  school  in  September.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  a  decided  expansion  in  both  numbers  and  efficiency  in  the 
high  school.  For  years  it  has  been  impossible  for  us  to  do  the  work 
which  modern  life  demands  because  of  a  lack  of  room  and  equipment. 
With  the  enlarged  accommodations  and  an  increase  of  public  interest 
which  always  accompanies  a  forward  movement  in  education,  we  look 
with  confidence  for  the  future  to  bring  us  larger  usefulness. 

We  have  had  ;in  interesting  experiment  for  the  past  year  and  a 
third  in  two  of  our  elementary  schools.  When  the  erection  of  the 
new  high  school  building  was  commenced  it  became  necessary  to 
remove  one  of  our  elementary  school  buildings  in  order  to  make  room 
for  the  new  structure.  From  April  first,  1911  to  the  close  of  school  in 
June,  1912,  we  bad  half  day  sessions  of  two  schools,  each  school  us- 
ing the  Drake  street  school  building  three  and  a  half  hours  per  day. 
The  pupils  have  done  just  as  much  and  just  as  good  w^ork  under  this 
plan  as  when  they  were  in  school  all  day.  But  with  the  opening  of 
schools  in  September  we  shall  return  to  the  old  system  of  two  half- 
day  sessions  for  each  school,  as  it  is  more  satisfactory  to  the  patrons. 
It  would  be  an  exceedingly  interesting  and  profitable  experiment  to 
continue  with  at  least  one  school.  I  trust  it  may  sometiime  be  tried 
out  more  fully. 

We  have  had  an  unusually  successful  year's  work  in  all  grades 
so  far  as  the  progress  of  pupils  is  concerned.  And  that  is  the  real 
measure  of  success.  W^e  are  making  a  conscious  and  earnest  effort  to 
do  something  for  the  retarded  pupil.  We  find  our  efforts  meet  with  a 
good  measure  of  success,  exce])t  Avith  those  who  will  do  nothing  for 
themselves.  Until  humanity  has  evolved  farther  than  its  present 
stage,  we  expect  to  find  efficients  in  school  as  well  as  in  active  life 
outside  of  school.  r})-to-date  pedagogy  has  found  no  means  of  over- 
coming thist  efficiency  any  more  than  the  industrial  world  has.  But  it 
is  our  privilege  to  keep  up  the  attack  on  inefficiency  with  the  hope 
that  we  may  finally  find  a  way  to  overcome  more  of  it  than  we  do  at 
present. 


TYRONE— H.  S.  Fleck. 


In  submitting  this  annual  report,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  work  of  the  year  has  been  faithfully  and  efficiently  performed;  it 
is  therefore  commendable.  Ilarmony  has  prevailed,  sickness  has  not 
been  prevalent,  and  the  interest  manifested  has  been  more  than 
ordinary. 
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During  the  j'ear  a  new  high  school  building  was  erected  at  an  ap- 
proximate cost  of  iifty-five  thousand  dollars.  Excepting  a  few  minor 
details  this  new  building  was  completed  and  read}^  for  occupancy  by 
the  eighteenth  day  of  September.  "Beautiful  for  situation/'  modern 
and  complete  in. all  of  its  appointments,  the  structure  is  a  great 
credit  to  the  educational  spirit  of  our  town.  The  exterior  walls  are 
constructed  of  iron-spot  brick  of  an  orange  tint,  with  brown  stone 
trimmings.  The  interior  walls  and  ceilings  are  of  hollow  tile  and  con- 
crete, and  the  building  is  lire-proof  throughout.  It  contains  eight 
class  rooms,  an  auditorium,  office,  faculty  room  and  library.  It  also 
has  space  for  a  domestic  science  and  a  manual  training  department 
when  needed. 

On  the  afternoon  of  October  twentieth,  Good  Will  Council  No.  42, 
Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics,  presented  the  high  school 
with  a  handsome  bible  and  a  beautiful  flag.  The  presentation"  was 
made  by  the  National  chaplain  of  the  Order,  and  the  gifts  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  president  of  the  school  board.  The  exercises  of  the 
afternoon,  consisting  of  music  and  addresses  were  enjoyable  through- 
out. The  veteran  soldier  and  the  boy  scout  marched  side  by  side,  and 
the  fraternal  orders  of  the  town  were  strongly  in  evidence.  Fully  five 
thousand  people  witnessed  the  ceremonies  and  Friday,  October  twen- 
tieth, 1911,  will  be  remembered  in  local  history  as  one  of  the  big  days 
for  Tyrone  and  vicinity.  It  signalized  the  formal  opening  of  our  new 
building.  Just  six  months  after  the  bible  and  flag  presentation,  the 
same  Order  placed  in  the  library  a  handsome  half  Eussia  ''New  Inter- 
national Encyclopaedia."  Public  presentation  of  this  valuable  gift 
was  made  in  the  high  school  auditorium. 

Our  teachers  are  faithful  and  alive  to  their  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties, all  of  them  being  in  attendance  at  every  session  of  the  County 
Institute  and  fifty  per  cent,  of  them  being  enrolled  as  members  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Teachers'  Asociation.  With  the  exception  of 
three  all  are  holders  of  either  State  or  professional  certificates.  At 
our  teachers'  meetings,  held  once  in  two  weeks,  an  exhaustive  study 
of  Colgrove's  "The  Teacher  and  The  School"  was  continued  through- 
out the  year.    Several  of  the  teachers  took  special  lessons  in  drawing. 

The  average  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  is  95-J.  Sixty- 
nine  per  cent,  of  the  entire  enrollment  having  perfect  attendance  is 
the  best  record  for  any  one  month,  l)ut  during  no  month  of  the  year — 
not  excepting  the  bitter  cold  month  of  January — was  there  less  than 
fifty-four  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment  present  every  day. 

As  is  usual  in  our  district  the  anniversary  of  Washington's  birth 
was  fittingly  observed  in  the  schools  by  having  exercises  appropriate 
to  the  occasion.  The  exercises  consisted  of  music,  speeches,  essays, 
drills  and  whatever  else  might  tend  to  make  the  event  instructive  and 
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enjoyable.  Eleven  hundred  and  fifty  visits  were  made  to  the  schools 
by  patrons  and  friends  on  the  afternoon  of  this  day.  Ten  days  before 
this  the  exercises  in  the  high  school  had  special  reference  to  the  life 
and  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

On  the  first  Spring  arbor  day,  fifteen  hundred  silver  maple  trees — 
the  gifth  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Gable  of  Altoona — were  distributed  to  the 
pupils  of  the  schools.  Mr.  Gable  presented  a  tree  to  every  school  boy 
and  school  girl  in  Blair  county.  On  the  second  arbor  day  a  copy  of 
the  letter  written  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  relative 
to  conservation  interest,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  teacher; 
this  letter  was  read  in  the  several  schools.  At  the  same  time  fifteen 
hundred  "Forest  Fire  Circulars''  were  distributed  to  the  pupils,  and 
the  Governor's  arbor  day  proclamation  was  read  in  their  hearing. 
Thus  we  are  trying  to  inculcate  the  spirit  of  forest  conservation. 

The  high  school  auditorium  was  formally  opened  by  the  ''Ben 
Greet"  players  in  ''The  Merchant  of  Venice."  Following  this  we  had 
a  lecture  by  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  and  other  attractions  of  a  like  high  char- 
acter. We  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure  from  the  manage- 
ment of  State  College  a  literar}-  extension  course  of  six  lectures. 
These  lectures  were  given  weekly  by  different  members  of  the  college 
faculty  during  the  months  of  April  and  May. 

There  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  twenty-three  young 
ladies  and  gentlemen.  Graduating  exercises  were  held  on  the  seventh 
of  June,  at  which  time  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  delivered  the  address. 

Our  busy  directors  are  untiring  in  their  eft"orts  to  continue  the  work 
of  raising  the  standard  of  our  schools.  During  the  year  a  physical 
laboratory  was  established,  a  department  of  domestic  science  is  noAV 
in  contemplation,  and  manual  training  may  follow. 

For  the  success  of  the  year,  thanks  are  due  to  self-sacrificing  di- 
rectors, to  faithful  and  painstaking  teachers,  to  an  interested  public 
and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


UNIONTOWN— Clifford  J.  Scott. 


During  the  past  year  the  Uniontown  schools  enrolled  2,916  pupils. 
Of  these  438  were  in  high  school  and  200  in  the  eighth  grade.  About 
1,600  visits  by  patrons  were  recorded. 

As  in  the  preceding  year,  we  attempted  some  new  things.  We  made 
our  first  effort  to  widen  the  use  of  the  school  plant.  To  this  end  the 
high  school  gymnasium  was  opened  two  evenings  each  week  for  men's 
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and  older  boys'  classes  with  the  high  school  physical  director  in 
charge.  The  instructor's  salary  and  all  other  expenses  were  paid  by 
the  board  of  education.  On  every  occasion  the  gymnasium  was 
crowded.  An  office  building,  with  the  help  of  the  Woman's  Civic 
League,  was  turned  into  a  free  public  i-eading  room.  Five  free  enter- 
tainments were  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium.  Tlie  musical 
and  literary  organizations  furnished  most  of  the  talent.  Two  sacred 
cantatas,  a  Dicken's  program,  a  Burn's  program  and  a  lecture  made 
up  the  list.  So  many  came  that  the  auditorium  would  not  accommo- 
date them.  The  appreciation  expressed  and  the  ready  response  of 
patrons  given  to  our  efforts  to  have  our  schools  extend  their  influence 
and  serve  more  than  the  children,  justify  us  in  doing  much  more  the 
coming  year. 

In  an  effort  to  furilier  build  up  a  school  life  (hat  is  broader  than 
text  books,  much  was  made  of  music  throughout  the  term.  A  member 
was  added  to  the  high  school  faculty  whose  work  it  was  to  organize 
the  musical  talent  of  the  student  body.  This  he  did  splendidly.  A 
mixed  glee  club,  a  boys'  chorus,  a  girls'  chorus,  a  mandolin  club  and 
an  orchestra  were  formed  and  trained.  In  the  centralized  eighth 
grades  another  teacher  did  likewise  for  these  pupils.  Victrola  con- 
certs were  given  under  the  direction  of  the  supervisor  of  music  in  all 
buildings.  To  the  older  jjupils  several  of  the  great  operas  were  out- 
lined and  sung. 

With  the  same  general  air  in  mind,  courses  in  citizenship,  in  health 
and  in  oral  and  j)hysical  expression  were  given  in  the  grammar 
schools.  Beautification  of  the  school  lawns  by  flower  gardens  was 
begun. 

Our  first  city  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  year.  The 
five  days  were  divided  into  three  sections.  The  institute  work  Avas 
done  in  department  meetings.  Much  practical  help  was  received 
along  definite  lines  of  school  work.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  J. 
Geo.  Becht,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Education;  J.  Franklin  Brown, 
author  and  lecturer;  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris,  Bichmond,  Va. ;  Chas. 
A.  Shaver  of  New  York  State  Board;  W.  S.  Hertzog,  State  High 
School  Inspector;  J.  B.  Kichey,  Superintendent  of  McKeesport 
schools ;  Mary  J.  Cooper,  Primary  Supervisor,  Johnstown,  Pa. ;  Mary 
G.  Tennyson,  New  York  City ;  Elizabeth  Rothwell  of  California  State 
Normal  School. 

A  teachers'  training  class  was  added  to  our  high  school  curriculum. 
It  was  not  our  pui^iose  to  do  the  work  of  a  nonnal  school,  but  so  many 
of  our  pupils  teach  the  year  following  graduation  that  for  their  sakes 
and  for  the  sake  of  their  pui)ils  we  wish  to  prepare  them  as  much  as 
we  can  until  that  time  comes  when  the  State  will  license  only  suffi- 
ciently prepared  teachers. 
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Greater  emphasis  upon  the  essentials  and  a  careful  elimination  of 
the  non-essentials  in  all  branches  of  study  resulted  in  more  thorough 
work  and  the  satisfactory  progress  of  a  greater  number  of  pupils. 
Provisions  were  made  that  enabled  the  brighter  pupils  to  work  up  to 
their  abilities  and  to  make  more  rapid  progress  toward  completion 
of  the  course.  An  effort  was  made  to  lessen  the  usual  fixed,  stereo- 
typed, mechanical  management  of  the  class  rooms  and  the  creating 
of  a  social  atmosphere  and  a  freedom  of  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
pupil.  Our  pupils  and  teachers  are  happier  and  antagonisms  between 
pupils  and  school  authority  are  lessened.  This  change  of  attitude  and 
the  gradual  development  of  a  school  atmosphere  of  sympathy  and 
good  will  in  our  schools  is  to  my  mind  one  of  the  best  things  we  have 
achieved.  With  it  has  come  almost  a  total  absence  of  corporal  punish- 
ment. 

Few  schools  have  more  loyal  support  from  a  community  than  do  the 
IJniontown  schools.  If  ever  a  people  deserve  good,  efficient  schools, 
the  citizens  of  Union  town  do.  A  board  of  directors  composed  of 
broad-minded  men  whose  desire  is  to  act  only  in  the  interest  of  better 
schools,  is  in  charge. 

Uniontown's  teachers  are  alert  and  eager  for  professional  growth. 
They  are  ambitious  for  their  boys  and  girls,  and  find  no  effort  or 
sacrifice  too  great  if  it  contributes  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  lives  of 
those  in  their  care. 


WAKREN— K.  T.  Adams. 


Our  schools  closed  on  June  14.  The  graduating  exercises  were 
held  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Thirty-seven  young  people, 
twenty  ladies  and  seventeen  gentlemen  were  graduated. 

We  have  a  corps  of  sixty-five  faithful  and  progressive  teachers — 
twelve  in  the  high  school,  foi-ty-eight  in  the  grades  and  five  special 
teachers;  also  one  medical  iiisi)ector.  The  special  teachers  have 
charge  of  the  music,  writing,  draAving,  physical  culture,  cooking  and 
sewing.  The  manual  training  teacher  is  counted  as  a  high  school 
teacher,  as  he  teaches  high  school  subjects  part  of  the  time.  All  but 
one  of  the  special  teachers  do  some  high  school  work  in  their  respec- 
tive lines.  We  had  205  pui)ils  enrolled  in  the  high  school  and  1,822 
in  the  gi-ades.  The  total  enrollment  was  2,117.  The  average  number 
of  pupils  per  teacher  in  the  high  school  was  25;  in  the  grades  38. 

W^e  have  a  four  year's  course  in  our  high  school  and  8  and  three- 
fourth  year's  course  in  our  elementary  schools.     We  hope  to  have 
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the  elementary  course  reduced  to  8-J  years  after  next  year.  The  last 
year  and  a  half  of  the  elementary  course  is  in  the  high  school  build- 
ing where  the  program  articulates  with  the  high  school  program,  and 
where  the  work  is  done  under  the  departmental  plan.  All  promotion 
in  the  high  school  building  is  done  by  subject,  so  that  a  pupil  may 
be  taking  part  of  his  woi'k  in  the  high  school  course  and  part  in  the 
elementary  course  at  the  same  time  without  inconvenience. 

Cooking,  sewing  and  manual  training  are  made  compulsory  in  the 
last  half  year  of  the  elementary  course,  and  taught  intensively  instead 
of  extensively;  i.  e.,  the  pupils  spend  100  minutes  daily  in  the  manual 
arts  in  this  half  year.    These  subjects  are  elective  in  the  high  school. 

In  the  high  school  we  offer  four  courses  each  requiring  four  full 
years  with  four  studies  each  year.  All  the  recitation  periods  are  45 
minutes  long,  and  all  sciences  have  double  periods. 

We  are  aiming  to  do  very  thorough  work  both  in  the  elementary 
schools  and  high  school.  When  a  pupil  gets  through  tlic  eloineiilary 
schools  he  is  well  fitted  for  every  day  life's  duties;  and  when  he  gets 
through  the  high  school  he  is  prepared  to  enter  all  but  the  most  ex- 
acting colleges. 

Warren  is  couveniently  located  for  a  central  high  school.  an<l  tlic 
pupils  in  many  of  the  surrounding  districts  are  reaping  the  benetits 
of  a  high  school  education  which  is  not  offered  in  the  rural  distiicts. 
Fifty-five  non-resident  pupils  Avere  in  the  high  school  this  ye;i!'.  and 
many  more  would  have  entered  if  conditions  had  been  favorable. 

The  Pennsylvania  School  Code  maizes  provisions  for  a  four  .v(  ;ns' 
high  school  education  for  every  pupil  in  the  State,  but  we  are  ex- 
periencing some  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
The  intent  of  the  law  is  that  a  pupil  who  has  finished  a  high  school 
of  the  third  class  should  be  admitted  to  the  third  year  of  a  high  school 
of  the  first  or  second  class,  and  a  pupil  who  has  finished  a  high  school 
of  the  second  class  should  be  admitted  to  a  high  school  of  the  first 
class.  In  practice  it  is  only  the  exceptional  pupil  of  a  high  school  of 
the  second  or  third  class  who  can  enter  a  high  school  of  the  first  class. 
The  courses  do  not  articulate,  and  the  quality  of  the  work  done  is 
sacrificed  for  quantity  in  the  smaller  schools.  If  the  first  class  high 
school  does  not  give  the  pupils  credit  for  the  work  done  in  the  smaller 
high  schools  the  districts  from  which  they  come  will  not  pay  their 
tuition.  If  the  pupils  are  given  an  examination,  they  fail  to  pass; 
if  they  are  admitted  without  examination  they  fail  in  their  studies. 
The  result  is  disastrous  to  the  pupil  in  whatever  way  he  may  be  ad- 
mitted. Of  three  pupils  who  entered  our  high  school  from  other  high 
schools  on  their  records  from  the  smaller  schools,  one  gave  up  l»efore 
the  middle  of  the  year  and  quit,  and  the  other  two  each  received 
credit  for  one  half  year's  work  on  one  subject  in  the  nine  months. 
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One  of  these  had  pursued  five  subjects  successfully  for  each  of  the 
two  preceding  years.  While  the  first  class  high  school  will  give  the 
average  pupil  four  subjects  the  smaller  high  school  will  give  him  five 
and  sometimes  six  subjects  with  short  recitation  periods  and  often 
short  terms.  The  pupil  is  then  expected  to  enter  a  larger  high  school, 
get  credit  with  all  the  studies  he  has  taken,  and  maintain  a  standing 
with  those  who  have  had  the  more  thorough  training— an  impossible 
task. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  State  should  step  in  and  see  that  the  higu 
schools  so  articulate  that  a  pupil  who  wishes  to  complete  his  high 
school  education  after  having  gone  through  a  second  or  third  gi^ade 
high  school  can  do  so  without  the  humiliation  of  being  put  in  a  lower 
grade,  or  of  making  a  failure. 


WASHINGTON— T.  G.  McClearv. 


The  Washington  public  schools  opened  Monday,  September  4th,  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner.  There  were  2,813  pupils  enrolled  the  first 
day,  341  of  which  were  in  the  high  school.  The  total  enrollment  for 
the  year  was  3,455,  424  of  which  were  in  the  high  school.  The  average 
attendance  in  the  grades  2,495  and  in  the  high  school  335  making  a 
total  of  2,830.  There  were  104  supervisors  and  teachers  employed 
during  the  year,  including  the  principals  of  each  building  and  the 
supervisors  of  music,  drawing,  public  speaking  and  domestic  art. 

High  School  Annex. 

The  school  work  is  done  in  eight  substantial  and  well-equipped 
buildings  which  are  equal  to  any  and  superior  to  many  in  the  State. 
The  most  recent  improvement  in  buildings  has  been  the  high  school 
annex  which  was  dedicated  last  April.  The  steadily  growing  high 
school  made  the  building  of  the  annex  imperative.  It  has  eight 
regular  class  rooms  besides  the  physical,  chemical  and  biological 
laboratories,  and  a  fine,  well  lighted  study  hall  that  will  accommodate 
425  students.  The  original  high  school  building  was  erected  in  1894 
and  is  the  oldest  school  building  in  the  town.  It  contains  ten  class 
rooms  besides  the  Superintendent's  office,  directors'  room  and  an 
auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  1,100.  With  these  accommoda- 
tions we  shall  have  ample  room  for  a  number  of  years  to  come. 
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Domestic  Science. 

At  the  August  meeting-  of  the  board  of  education,  it  was  decided  to 
open  a  department  of  domestic  science  and  art  in  September.  Miss 
Grace  Morton,  a  former  teacher  in  the  Wasliiiigton  schools,  was 
selected  supervisor.  Miss  Morton  received  her  training  at  Pratt  In- 
stitute and  is  well  prepared  for  her  work.  Two  rooms  in  the  high 
school  building  were  set  aside  for  this  department;  one  has  been 
equiipped  for  cooking  Avith  48  feet  of  tables,  24  hot  plates,  a  large 
rnnge,  two  sinks,  a  cupboard  and  a  pantry ;  the  other  room  for  sewing 
has  two  sewing  machines  and  six  sewing  tables  that  will  accommodate 
24  pupils.  The  work  is  advancing  very  satisfactorily  and  the  girls 
show  great  interest. 

Unit  System  of  Grading. 

The  unit  system  of  grading  for  the  high  school  was  adopted  by  the 
board  of  education  in  September.  A  total  of  80  units  is  required  for 
graduation,  providing  the  work  is  done  in  the  courses  as  outlined. 
The  promotion  is  by  subjects  instead  of  by  classes.  This  gives  the 
pupil  the  advantage  of  advancing  in  the  subjects  which  he  is  capable 
of  mastering.  If  a  student  has  no  mathematical  bent  he  should  not 
be  driven  out  of  school  on  account  of  that.  If  he  cannot  acquire 
Latin  or  German,  there  should  be  opportunity  for  him  to  pursue  and 
work  that  he  can  do.  Promotion  by  classes  makes  the  courses  hard 
and  fast  and  it  is  possible  for  a  failure  in  one  subject  to  cause  a  pupil 
to  repeat  the  subjects  that  he  has  passed  in,  if  the  general  average 
is  below  80  per  cent.  The  course  must  be  flexible  since  there  is  such 
a  difference  in  pupils.  The  number  80  was  selected  because  our  stu- 
dents carry  five  subjects,  reciting  from  two  to  five  times  per  week. 

A  subject  pursued  one  hour  per  week  for  a  year  will  receive  three 
units  and  so  on.  Unprepared  subjects  such  as  domestic  science  will 
receive  about  one-half  as  much  credit  as  that  given  for  prepared  sub- 
jects. Twenty  hours  work  per  week  for  a  year  will  receive  20  units, 
a    required   year's   work. 

Play  Grouudgi. 

During  the  past  summer,  the  Washington  playground  association 
w^as  granted  pennission  to  use  the  Fifth  Ward  school  building  and 
grounds  as  headcpiarters  for  their  work.  There  were  four  other  play- 
grounds under  supervision.  The  association  secured  the  funds  by 
giving  entertainments  and  by  private  gifts,  so  we  are  greatly  indebted 
to  them  for  their  work  and  their  public  spirit.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
board  of  education  will  soon  lend  financial  aid  to  this  work  that  is 
proving  so  valuable  to  the  boys  and  girls  wherever  in  operation. 
Under  the  old  law,  the  board  could  not  legally  provide  the  funds  for 
this  work. 
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University  Extension. 

The  university  extension  movement  is,  in  part,  an  activity  of  the 
school,  since  several  of  the  committee  respresentiug  the  association 
are  in  the  school  and  the  lectures  are  held  in  the  high  school 
auditorium.  The  management  has  made  a  remarkable  record  by  plac- 
ing over  800  tickets  among  our  people  and  in  giving  them  a  double 
lecture  course  for  the  price  of  one  aud  at  the  same  time  doing  it  at 
a  profit.  The  public  library  and  the  playgrounds  association  are  the 
beneficiaries  of  the  association.  With  this  remarkable  growth  in  the 
movement,  it  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  that  several  lectures  can  be 
given  to  the  public,  free  of  charge. 

Board  of  Education. 

The  passing  out  of  office  of  the  old  board  of  education  cannot  go 
imnoticed.  We  are  losing  the  leadership  of  many  valuable  men  who 
have  served  the  people  faithfully  and  well  for  many  years  anU  it  is 
with  regi'et  that  we  see  them  go.  We  will  still  expect  to  have  their 
visits  and  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  At  the  same  time  we 
take  this  opportunity  to  welcome  into  office  our  new  board  of  educa- 
tion, consisting  of  seven  representative  men  instead  of  sixteen,  four 
of  which  were  members  of  the  retiring  board,  two  others  have  served 
on  the  board  previously  which  insures  a  board  experienced  in  school 
affairs  and  which  will  not  be  an  experiment.  The  duties  of  a  board 
are  many  and  it  takes  a  great  amount  of  moral  courage  to  do  the 
thing  that  ought  to  be  done. 

The  schools  opened  this  year  under  the  direction  of  a  new  Superin- 
tendent for  the  first  time  in  seven  years  and  the  Superintendent  de- 
sires to  express  his  appreciation  for  the  support  given  him  by  the 
principals,  teachers  and  directors.  The  spirit  manifest  is  good  and 
the  quality  of  the  Avork  done  is  connnendable. 

Everything  pertaining  to  the  schools  is  in  a  good  healthy  condition 
and  the  teachers  are  rendering  faithful  service.  The  board  in  return 
for  such  service  gi'auts  each  teacher  18  days  absence,  if  required, 
with  full  pay,  on  account  of  sickness  or  death  of  a  near  relative. 

Manual  Training. 

The  schools  will  open  in  September  with  a  department  of  manual 
training  fully  equipped.  Last  year  it  failed  to  pass  the  board  on  ac- 
count of  no  appropriation  being  provided. 

Centralized  Grammar  School. 

In  September  the  five  eighth  grades  will  be  centralized  in  the 
Third  Ward  building  and  the  work  carried  on  departmentally.    The 
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original  plan  was  to  get  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  together,  but 
suitable  quarters  could  not  be  provided  by  the  opening  of  school. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  setting  forth  some  of  our  achieve- 
ments during  the  past  year  and  a  few  of  our  plans  for  the  coming 
vear. 


WAYNESBOEO— J.  H.  Reber. 


VVe  had  in  atendance  during  the  past  year  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred fifty  pupils  of  which  two  hundred  were  in  the  high  school.  On 
the  evening  of  May  IG,  seventy -four  pupils  were  transferred  to  the 
high  school.  A  very  interesting  program  was  rendered  which  was 
listened  to  by  an  appreciative  audience  of  parents  and  friends  of  the 
young  people.  A  very  pleasing  feature  of  the  program  was  the  play 
entitled  "The  Gypsies'  Festival."  Rev.  Austin  A.  Kelley  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  gave  a  mose  excellent  address  which  was  full  of 
splendid  thought  and  advice,  especially  for  the  class.  On  the  evening 
of  the  20th  of  May  a  class  of  twenty-four  young  people  were  graduated 
from  our  high  school.  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert  of  Bloomsburg  State 
Normal  delivered  the  address  of  the  occasion.  As  a  whole  much 
splendid  work  was  done  in  our  schools  during  the  year. 

Next  year  will  find  the  high  school  and  grammar  school  housed  in 
our  new  high  school  building,  which  we  hope  to  have  well  equipped 
throughout.  The  building  is  115  by  112  feet,  three  stories  above  the 
basement,  with  capacity  of  six  hundred  fifty  pupils  and  an  auditorium 
that  will  seat  comfortably  more  than  a  thousand  people.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  the  acomplishment  of  great  things  for  next  year. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  .Jones. 


In  a  community  where  attendance  at  school  is  regular,  where  the 
measures  of  the  school  authorities  are  well  supported,  and  where  par- 
ents make  many  sacrifices  to  keep  their  children  in  school,  there 
should  be  substantial  progress.  While  it  is  always  a  diflRcult  matter 
to  measure  efficiency  in  the  produoti  of  school,  there  are  witk  ui 
evidences  of  growth. 
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In  addition  to  diligence  in  study  and  a  fair  degree  of  efficiency  in 
scliool  work,  tlie  pupils  show  a  willing  obedience  to  healthful  school- 
room rules,  a  desire  to  reach  and  maintain  a  good  standing  in  class, 
and  considerable  pride  in  the  schools  and  their  good  name.  They  have 
pretty  generally  formed  characters  which  hold  them  above  petty 
quarreling,  from  cruelty  to  dumb  animals,  and  from  marring  their 
books  and  other  school  property.  ^Yith  comparatively  few  excep- 
tions, they  show  a  commendable  zeal  in  their  studies. 

The  phyiscal  examination  of  the  pupils  by  the  medical  inspector 
has  been  continued.  The  results  are  in  all  cases  tabulated,  and  fol- 
lowed up  if  notices  are  sent  to  parents.  In  very  few  cases  has  the 
inspector  encountered  any  opposition.  The  physicians  of  the  borough 
and  the  board  of  health  have  united  with  the  school  authorities  in 
maintaining  good  health  among  the  pupils  and  sanitary  conditions  in 
the  schools. 

It  has  cost  the  district  seven  hundred  dollars  to  install  and  main- 
tain medical  inspection  during  the  school  year.  While  it  cannot  be 
definitely  determint'<l  for  how  many  dollars  any  resulting  condition, 
not  readily  marketable,  may  be  evaluated,  there  are  many  cases  of 
improved  health,  and  more  favorable  attitude  toward  study. 

The  attendance  is  better  than  it  has  been  for  years,  the  pupils  have 
maintained  better  health  and  can  do  harder  study  with  less  fatigue, 
and  the  teaching  is  more  effective;  in  consequence,  the  money  spent  in 
nmintaining  the  schools  is  used  to  better  advantage.  It  is  donbrful 
whether  any  disti'ict  of  the  third  class  can  well  afford  to  do  without 
medical  inspection. 

Two  years  ago  the  subjects  of  spelling  and  penmanship  were  made 
objects  of  special  study  by  the  teachers  in  the  grades.  Much  care 
was  given  to  methods  of  teaching,  testing  for  efficiency  and  the  study 
of  pupils  who  did  poorly.  The  results  of  the  first  year  did  not  show 
marked  improvement.  At  the  end  of  the  second  year,  however,  teach- 
ers, pupils  and  parents  are  greatly  encouraged.  The  pupils  write 
more  easily  and  much  more  legibly.  The  spell  better;  not  only  do  they 
know  how  to  learn  to  spell,  but  they  make  use  of  their  knowledge 
by  spelling  correctly  in  written  work.  We  still  have  with  us  poor 
spellers,  but  there  are  not  so  many  nor  are  they  quite  so  bad  as 
formerly. 

The  high  school  auditorium  was  filled  many  times  during  the  year 
with  pupils  and  their  parents,  ])atrons  and  citizens,  who  came  to  hear 
lectures  on  education,  geography,  science  or  travel,  or  musical  enter- 
tainments. No  charge  for  admission  is  allowed,  but  cards  distributed 
by  the  school  authorities  admit  to  any  meeting. 

At  some  of  the  meetings  the  school  shops  were  open  and  in  opera- 
tion; at  others,  the  work  of  the  commercial  department  was  shown 
with  typewTiters  and  dictaphones  in  use;  at  others,  finished  school 
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work  from  the  mauual  departments  was  shown.  Parents  are  not  only 
greatly  interested  in  these  meetings,  but  they  feel  a  pride  in  the  part 
their  children  take  in  the  work.  Besides  all  this,  the  meetings  foster 
a  friendliness  between  parents  and  teachers,  which  augurs  well  for 
better  teaching  and  closer  co-operation. 

Manual  training  was  introduced  into  the  schools  here  in  1889, 
drawing  under  a  supervisor  in  1890,  sewing  in  1898.  The  best  results 
were  not  reached,  however,  until  four  years  ago,  when  the  school 
board  appointed  a  supervisor  of  the  luauual  arts,  who  took  charge  of 
the  three  sections  of  the  manual  departments.  This  teacher  super- 
vises the  drawing  and  art  work  in  all  the  schools  and  correlates  the 
several  forms  of  handwork  with  one  another  and  with  the  several 
branches  of  the  curriculum.  Greater  interest  has  been  aroused, 
more  efficient  work  has  been  done,  and  much  has  been  saved  through 
a  more  economical  use  of  materials.  This  year  the  board  has  opened 
a  domestic  science  department,  and  will  allow  the  eighth  grade  and 
first  year  liigh  school  girls  to  take  the  subject. 

An  increasing  proportion  of  the  high  school  graduates  continue 
their  education.  During  the  last  ten  years  there  have  been  graduated 
from  our  high  school  three  huudred  seventy-two  (372)  students;  of 
this  number  one  hundred  forty-eight  (148j  matriculated  at  college, 
eight-eight  (88)  entered  the  State  Normal  school,  and  twenty-flve  (25) 
went  to  art,  music  or  other  schools,  making  seventy  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  number  of  graduates  who  used  their  high  school  training  as  a 
basis  for  further  study. 

It  is  evident  that  there  is  demand  for  intelligent  and  thorough 
college  preparatory  training.  The  standard  of  the  high  school  must 
be  upheld  so  that  the  graduates  shall  compete  at  college  on  favorable 
terms  with  those  who  come  from  other  secondary  schools. 

The  pupils  who  go  directly  to  their  life  work  have  the  same  right  to 
demand  a  complete  preparation  for  it  in  a  public  high  school.  Since 
these  pupils,  and  those  who  drop  out  of  their  classes  in  the  course, 
frequently  become  most  prominent  in  the  civic  activities  of  their 
several  comunities,  their  high  school  training  should  alford  them  a 
broad  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  most  important  subjects  of  the 
course.  It  should  give  them  the  ability  to  attack  and  solve  the  prob- 
lems of  community  interests. 

In  order  to  afford  the  best  possible  advantage  for  both  classes  of 
students,  a  revised  course  of  study  has  been  adopted  for  the  next 
school  year.  The  number  of  recitations  per  week  has  been  lessened, 
and  the  periods  lengthened.  More  intensive  study  on  fewer  subjects, 
it  is  believed,  will  be  conducive  to  greater  thoroughness  and  better 
training. 

The  new  curriculum  will  the  more  fully  fit  the  graduates  for  their 
chosen  courses  at  higher  institutions  of  learning.     It  Avill  also  afford 


No.  6.  WEST  MAHANOY   TOWNSHIP.  303 

the  second  class  of  students  greater  latitude  in  the  selection  of  studies 
that  are  in  their  character  vocational.  At  the  same  time,  it  will  give 
to  both  classes  work  which  forms  a  foundation  for  all  knowledge.  It 
is  believed  that  the  course  will  train  its  pupils  to  habits  of  accuracy 
and  of  thoroughness,  and  a  spirit  of  industry,  a  growing  power  of 
concentration,  and  a  healthy  sense  of  honor. 

The  class  day  exorcises  of  former  years  have  been  superseded  by  the 
annual  class  play.  This  year  the  graduating  class,  consisting  of 
thirty-three  girls  and  twenty-five  boys,  presented  ''A  Nautical  Knot,"' 
a  musical  comedy,  in  which  every  member  of  the  class  took  a  part.  It 
was  continued  two  evenings  with  audiences  that  crowded  the  build- 
ing. 


WEST  MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP   (Schuylkill  County )— Thomas  A. 

Dixon. 


This  township  consists  of  niu"  districts  extending  over  a  radius 
of  two  miles  from  Lost  Creek  proper.  Each  district,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two,  is  provided  with  a  two-story  school  building,  having  three 
to  five  teachers  in  each. 

During  the  past  year,  an  up-to-date  five  room  school  building  was 
erected  in  the  Lost  Creek  No.  2  district. 

There  are  two  entrances  provided,  both  in  the  center  of  the  build- 
ing and  opening  into  a  large  corridor,  at  the  end  of  which  are  stair- 
ways leading  to  the  class  rooms  above. 

All  class  rooms  are  provided  with  cloak  rooms.  The  main  corridor 
is  provided  with  a  sanitary  diinking  fountain,  and  closets  for  the 
storing  of  books,  etc. 

In  the  basement  are  the  toilet  rooms  and  an  up-to-date  heating  and 
ventilating  apparatus. 

The  construction  of  the  building  is  substantial  and  modern  in  every 
respect,  and  is  very  creditable  to  the  township. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  a  building  of  two  rooms,  one  story, 
have  been  approved  by  our  present  board  of  directors,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  same  is  now  under  way. 

There  were  enrolled  in  our  schools  during  the  year,  1,162  children, 
of  which  there  were  564  boys  and  50S  girls. 

We  had  an  average  daily  attendance  of  714,  and  our  yearly  per 
centage  of  attendance  was  79. 
20 
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A  large  percentage  of  our  school  children  are  of  foreign  parentage, 
bnt,  as  a  general  rule,  they  are  vei'y  studious,  agreeable  and  perse- 
vering. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  new  School  Code  this  township  was 
placed  under  the  supervision  of  a  district  Superintendent  for  the  first 
time,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  change  will  ])rove  beneficial 
to  the  schools  in  every  respect. 


WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


The  school  terra  of  1911-1912  closed  June  14,  1912.  The  work  of 
the  year  was  fairly  satisfactory,  especially  so,  when  we  take  into 
consideration  the  interruption  caused  l)y  the  (piarantine  placed  upon 
the  schools  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  measles  in  the  city  during 
the  mid-year. 

Some  very  important  improvements  in  school  property  mark  the 
year  as  an  unusual  one  in  our  school  history.  The  high  school  build- 
ing was  completed  and  prepared  for  occupancy,  the  Henry  M.  Hoyt 
building  at  Firwood  was  planned  and  completed,  the  Franklin  Street 
building  was  taken  down  and  replaced  by  a  new  three-story  fire-proof 
building  containing  sixteen  rooms,  a  new  building  to  replace  the  old 
Hancock  building  was  ordered  to  be  built  and  plans  and  specifications 
are  prepared  and  approved  for  the  same,  and  a  site  for  a  new  building 
purchased  in  the  southeastern  section  of  the  city. 

One  important  change  was  made  in  the  operation  of  the  school 
system.  For  several  years  past  the  pupils  of  the  first  high  school 
j^ear  were  retained  after  promotion  to  the  high  school  and  taught 
in  five  of  the  complete  grammar  schools  and  entered  the  high  school 
proper  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  high  school  year.  All  of  these 
pupils  entered  the  high  school  proper  at  the  beginning  of  the  school 
term  covered  in  this  report. 

When  these  pupils  were  distributed  among  the  grammar  schools, 
for  the  first  year,  they  all  pursued  the  same  studies  and  selected  their 
course  of  study  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  year.  The  past  year 
they  were  permitted  to  select  their  courses  of  study  when  entering 
the  high  school  and  devote  the  full  four  years  to  the  studies  in  the 
course  selected.  The  first  year's  work  in  the  several  courses  of  study 
in  the  high  school  were  changed  to  meet  these  requirements. 
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Two  additional  courses  were  outlined  for  the  high  school  and 
offered  to  students  at  the  beginning  of  the  year:  "The  Boy's  In- 
dustrial Course,"  and  the  "GirFs  Literary  and  Industrial  Course." 

"The  Boy's  Industrial  Course,''  is  intended  as  a  finishing  course 
for  boys  who  do  not  expect  to  go  to  higher  institutions  of  learning 
and  lays  the  foundation  for  entrance  to  the  trades  or  vocations, 
offered  by  the  various  industries  of  our  city,  by  giving  instruction  in 
type  lessons  and  principles  underlying  all  trades;  in  the  knowledge 
and  use  of  tools;  in  machines,  and  in  the  history  of  industry. 

''The  Girl's  Literary  and  Industrial  Course"  has  as  its  aim  the  pre- 
paration for  the  home  and  its  responsibilities.  It  is  also  a  finishing 
course.  The  Superintendent  had  in  mind  in  its  preparation,  the  ar- 
rangement of  such  a  group  of  studies  that  if  thoughtfully  pursued  and 
intelligently  taught,  would  be  of  great  value  to  every  young  woman 
who  would  finally  come  into  her  own  home.  He  examined  carefully 
courses  of  study  of  other  institutions;  consulted  with  many  mothers 
who  have  brought  up  their  families  aiid  know  thedr  successes  and 
failures,  and  gave  many  months  of  personal  thought  and  study  to  the 
subject.  The  course  includes  literature,  science,  philosophy,  bio- 
graphy, art,  vocal  music,  physical  culture,  domestic  science,  domestic 
art  and  studies  in  teaching  and  discipline. 

\'ery  much  of  course,  must  depend  upon  the  teachers  who  conduct 
this  course;  ujxju  their  spirit  and  vitalizing  influence  as  they  handle 
these  subjects;  upon  their  discrimination  in  the  choice  of  material, 
and  upon  their  clear  insight  into  what  an  ideal  home  is,  or  what 
a  home  may  become,  as  a  i)lace  of  rest ;  of  refinement  and  culture ;  of 
real  happiness;  what  a  home  may  be  made  even  with  comparatively 
limited  means,  when  the  oue  Avho  presides  over  the  home  finds  a  cer- 
tain joy  and  pleasure  in  using  such  limited  means  in  making  the 
home  beautiful,  healtliful,  restful  and  happy,  through  an  intelligent 
mind,  a  skillful  hand,  an  artistic  sense,  a  kindly  spirit.  Should  the 
schools  earnestly  try  to  approximate  these  ends?  Can  a  teacher  de- 
vote her  talents  to  a  more  exalted  purpose?  Can  the  school  direct 
its  influence  for  the  welfare  of  society,  the  perpetuation  of  the  State, 
the  conservation  of  morality,  more  efl'ectively,  than  in  helping  young 
womanhood  to  approximate  these  ends? 

I  noted  in  an  editorial  not  long  since  that  so  few  people  go  through 
the  high  school  that  the  principal  aim  of  the  elementary  school  should 
not  be  to  prepare  for  the  high  school.  The  aim  of  our  elementary 
schools  has  never  been  a  preparation  for  high  school  entrance.  The 
aim  has  been  to  make  the  liigh  school  an  immediate  part  of  the  city 
school  system  with  no  gap  between  the  elementary  school  and  the 
high  school  that  the  pupil  should  be  able  to  pass  as  readily  from  the 
last  grammar  grade  to  the  high  school  as  from  one  grade  to  another 
in  the  elementary  school. 
20—6—1912 
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Entrance  to  the  high  school  should  require  a  creditable  completion 
of  the  elementaiT  studies.  The  entrance  requirements  should  be 
such  that  the  student  of  average  ability  and  industrious  habits  should 
enter  the  high  school  without  question  when  his  elementary  school 
course  is  completed.  Otherwise  only  those  endowed  by  nature  with 
more  than  average  ability  could  enter,  and  while  the  school  would 
appear  to  be  open  to  all,  there  would  be  prohibitory  conditions  that 
would  prevent  a  large  proportion  from  receiving  the  advantage  of 
secondary  education.  If  there  is  anything  in  which  the  school  system 
of  our  city  differs  from  city  system  generally,  it  is  in  its  flexibility 
to  meet  the  requirements  and  needs  of  the  pupils;  in  freeing  itself 
from  arbitrary  rules,  and  in  the  exercise  of  reasonable  freedom  in 
dealing  with  individual  cases.  For  instance,  pupils  often  drop  out 
of  school  at  the  end  of  the  sixth  or  seventh  grade  and  go  to  work  to 
help  support  the  home.  After  three  or  four  years,  the  needs  of  the 
home  changes,  the  children  become  self  supporting,  the  older  ones 
may  want  to  return  to  school.  They  have  age,  experience  a  certain 
capital  acquired  through  their  employment,  a  growth  of  mental 
power  due  to  increasing  years  which  gives  them  the  ability  to  under- 
stand and  interpret  their  lessons  and  cover  the  work  more  rapidly 
than  when  they  left  school.  Instead  of  having  such  pupils  start  in 
the  elementary  schools  they  are  permitted  to  enter  the  high  school 
without  formality,  simply  on  trial,  in  one  or  another  of  the  English 
courses.  This  is  done  independently  of  established  standards  or  en- 
trance requirements.  The  practice  has  never  interfered  with  the 
regular  working  of  the  school  system  but  has  been  of  great  benefit 
to  those  who  have  been  hindered  by  necessity  in  their  earlier  years 
and  have  been  permitted  to  include  the  lesser  work  in  completing 
satisfactorily  the  greater  or  more  advanced  work. 

The  attitude  of  our  high  school  is  one  of  looking  forward  rather 
than  backward,  of  teaching  rather  than  in  comi)laining  because  the 
work  has  not  already  been  done.  It  recognizes  that  the  children  have 
reached  the  period  of  secondary  education,  a  period  in  which  the 
loffjcal  DOwers  are  developing,  when  the  student  recognizes  thnt  he 
is  thinking  under  conscious  self-direction,  when  the  subjects  of  study 
and  methods  of  training  must  adapt  themselves  to  this  period  of 
mind  development. 

The  high  school  in  its  management  and  in  its  sympathies  must  be 
in  close  touch  with  the  elementary  schools.  The  high  school  must 
adjust  itself  to  the  elementary  school  rather  than  that  the  elementary 
school  should  make  special  preparation  for  the  high  school. 

The  period  of  elementary  education  and  that  of  secondary  education 
are  quite  distinctly  differentiated  from  each  other.  The  one  is  the 
period  of  sense  accumulations,  the  other  the  period  of  elaboration.    In 
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tile  former  period  we  receive  impressiou,  in  tlie  latter,  these  impres- 
sions are  deepened  into  conviction.  In  the  elementary  period  the 
studies  are  large!}'  preparatory,  in  the  secondary  period  they  are  real. 

The  teacliers  of  the  elementary  schools  and  of  the  high  school,  as 
well,  must  recogTiize  these  differences. 

The  high  school  is  not  one  system  and  the  elementary  schools  an- 
other. The  elementary  schools  are  benefited  by  their  teachers  who 
stimulate  a  desire  to  go  through  the  high  school.  The  child  is  always 
benefited  by  having  a  jmrpose  or  aim  in  his  work  beyond  the  work 
itself  and  does  better  work  in  consequence  of  this  aim. 

This  is  not  preparing  for  tlie  high  school,  but  using  the  high  school 
as  an  incentive  to  secure  thorough  work  in  the  elementary  school. 

If  a  city  maintains  a  good  high  school  and  there  is  a  desire  upon 
the  part  of  parents  to  have  their  children  go  through  the  high  school, 
and  are  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice  necessai'y  to  give  their  children 
these  advantages  and  this  opportunity,  then  this  desire  takes  care  of 
attendance  in  all  schools  below  the  high  school.  To  get  the  children 
in  the  schools  and  keep  them  there  is  the  great  problem. 

In  the  elementary  schools  the  course  of  study  is  fixed  by  law.  That 
is,  certain  studies  must  be  taken.  Other  studies  may  be  added  but 
must  not  be  added  if  such  studies  interfere  with  the  necesary  train- 
ing of  pupils  in  the  studies  required. 

The  problems  of  education  in  the  elementary  schools  are  practically 
the  same  from  year  to  .^ear  both  to  superintendent  and  to  the  teach- 
ers. 

The  child  is  to  be  instructed  in  a  certain  group  of  studies,  studies  in 
which  every  preson  should  receive  instruction,  no  matter  what  his 
vocation  or  profession  may  be,  and  no  commercial  needs  or  popular 
fads  are  supposed  to,  or  can  take  the  place  of  these.  It  is  the  ex- 
perience of  ages  that  if  these  essentials  of  education  are  not  learned 
in  the  schools  they  are  learned  only  in  exceptional  cases  outside  of 
schools. 

If  the  studies  required  by  law,  and  necesary  to  every  individual, 
are  mastered  during  the  elementai-y  period  of  school  training,  but 
xevy  little  time  can  be  given  to  other  means  of  education,  and  what- 
ever is  added  should  be  added  to  vitalize  and  enrich  these  studies. 

In  our  schools  we  have  aimed  to  do  this.  Vocal  music  and  draw- 
ing have  been  added  to  the  course  ijrescribed  by  law  and  the  language 
course  is  enriched  by  an  interesting  course  of  reading  and  elementary 
science.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  the  elementary  schools,  as 
in  all  other  schools,  the  value  of  such  training  depends  upon  the  vita- 
lizing influences  of  the  teacher. 

The  ends  sought  are  to  train  the  mind  into  the  habit  of  clear  and 
accurate  thinking,  to  accumulate  a  body  of  useful  and  necessary 
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knowledge,  to  acquire  correct  habits  of  conduct  and  behavior;  to  ex- 
tend the  field  of  useful  information  and  acquire  that  breadth  of  knowl- 
edge necessary  to  good  judgment  and  to  overcome  prejudice;  to  pre- 
pare for  true  living;  home  building,  and  intelligent  citizenship. 

There  seems  to  be  but  litle  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  ends  to  be 
sought  in  the  education  of  voutn;  the  main  ditTerence  is,  as  to  what 
means  should  be  employed  in  education.  If  it  would  appear  that  good 
citizenship  may  be  approached  more  readily  on  a  turning  lathe  than 
in  the  study  of  history  and  civics,  Ave  should  select  the  turning  lathe; 
if  good  judgment,  the  elimination  of  prejudice,  and  the  road  to  true 
living  are  found  more  readily  by  using  the  sewing  macliine,  then  the 
sewing  machine  should  be  put  in  the  schools  and  not  literature, 
science  and  philosophy. 

r  am  not  opposed  to  industrial  training.  I  am  opposed  to  fads,  in 
commercializing  the  educational  system  of  our  county.  I  am  op- 
posed to  any  form  of  education  that  does  not  tend  toward  individual 
freedom,  that  does  not  throw  a  ray  of  light  on  the  strain  of  mere 
breadwinning. 

The  school  house  stands  upon  one  side  of  the  street  and  the  factory 
on  the  other,  each  bidding  for  the  children.  In  order  that  the  school 
ma}^  hold  its  own  in  this  competition  laws  have  been  passed  limiting 
the  age  at  which  children  may  be  employed. 

It  seems  to  me  unwise  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  children  from  work- 
ing in  factories  and  mills  under  fourteen  years  of  age  and  then  tax 
the  communities  to  provide  similar  work  in  the  schools  on  the  plea 
that  the  children  should  be  taught  in  the  schools  to  use  such  ma- 
chinery in  order  to  earn  wages  after  they  leave  school  when  they  could 
learn  its  use  in  a  factory  or  mill  and  receive  wages  while  learning. 

I  think  all  forms  of  education  should  contribute  to  the  independence 
of  the  individual.  If  the  training  the  child  receives  fits  him  only 
to  enter  the  organized  and  incorporated  industries  of  the  country, 
it  does  not  make  him  free.  If  it  prepares  him  to  choose  whether  to 
work  for  another  or  work  for  himelf,  it  does  contribute  to  his  indus- 
trial freedom  and  individual  independence.  Any  form  of  education 
that  develops  intelligence,  the  ability  to  understand  and  follow  direc- 
tions, and  the  quality  of  sticking  to  a  piece  of  work  until  it  is 
mastered  is  most  valuable  and  the  kind  of  education  most  needed. 

I  may  be  pardoned  for  the  academic  nature  of  this  report,  but  such 
demands  are  being  made  upon  the  schools  in  the  direction  of  com- 
mercializing our  educational  systems  that  every  thoughtful  educator 
should  stand  for  the  culture  side  of  education,  for  that  which  is  to 
lessen  the  burdens  of  life  through  higher  ideals;  for  that  which  meets 
the  needs  of  leisure  hours ;  for  that  which  makes  the  active  years  of 
life  forceful,  and  old  age  ha])py  and  beautiful. 
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AVe  find  at  the  close  of  the  term  this  veai*  an  increase  in  the  enroll- 
ment of  352  over  last  year.  Tliere  are  above  the  first  primary  grade 
447  more  pupils  this  year  than  were  promoted  and  retained  for  better 
preparation  last  year.  This  is  an  increase  from  outside  sources,  from 
families  who  have  moved  into  the  district.  One  thousand  two  hundred 
thirty-eight  new  pupils  entered  the  first  year  grades  this  year. 

Eighty-one  per  cent,  of  the  eighth  year  pupils  were  promoted ;  83 
per  cent,  of  the  seventh  year  pupils;  90  per  cent,  of  the  sixth  year 
pupils ;  91  per  cent,  of  the  fifth  year  pupils ;  92  per  cent,  of  the  fourth 
year  pupils;  94  per  cent  of  the  third  year  pupils  and  94  per  cent,  of 
the  second  year  pupils.  The  first  year  grade  promotes  about  60  per 
cent,  each  year. 

There  are  more  boys  than  girls  in  attendance  in  every  grade  below 
the  high  school  and  only  115  more  girls  than  boys  in  the  high  school  in 
an  enrollment  of  1,332.  This  fact  might  be  interpreted  as  showing 
greater  interest  in  education  by  the  boys  than  by  the  girls.  The  real 
explanation  no  doubt  is  that  girls  are  now  being  employed  quite  as 
generally  as  boys  in  the  various  industries  of  the  city. 

Eight  hundred  thirty-four  pupils  in  the  high  school  out  of  1,163 
passed  without  a  condition,  and  were  promoted. 

The  work  of  the  year  was  not  w*ithout  anxiety.  During  no  year 
since  my  superintendency  have  there  been  so  many  annoyances,  in- 
terruptions and  interferences  with  the  operation  of  the  schools  and 
yet  withal  the  progress  has  been  fairly  satisfactory  and  I  have  rea- 
son to  be  grateful  to  the  principals,  to  the  teachers  and  to  the  board 
for  united  support  and  helpfulness.  I  should  also  add  that  I  have 
recognized  and  appreciated  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  pupils  them- 
selves to  make  up  lost  time  and  cover  thoroughly  the  work  of  their 
grades,  and  the  continued  co-operation  and  confidence  of  the  parents 
in  maintaining  an  efficient  and  practical  course  of  education  in  our 
citv. 


WILKTNSBUKG— James  L.  Allison. 


Again  it  becomes  my  dut\^  to  report  the  things  that  have  been  of 
the  most  importance  in  school  affairs  during  the  past  year.  It  is 
hard  to  discern  the  things  that  are  most  noticeable  as  the  silent  in- 
fiuences  for  good  that  have  gone  into  lives  that  shall  wield  an  in- 
fluence in  years  to  come,  may  have  been  unnoticed  while  events  that 
are  of  little  importance  may  have  received  much  attention. 
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The  school  year  has  been  of  much  importance  to  us  for  two  special 
reasons:  this  is  the  first  full  year  of  school  work  since  entering  the 
new  higli  school  building;  and  this  is  the  first  year's  work  under  the 
re-organization  of  the  schools  under  the  School  Code.  Under  the 
old  system,  the  school  board  Avas  composed  of  nine  members,  three 
elected  from  each  ward;  under  the  Code,  the  board  is  composed  of 
seven  members  elected  at  large.  Seven  of  the  old  board  were  elected 
to  compose  the  new  board  and  this  was  done  amid  strong  opposition. 
The  result  proves  the  efficiency  of  the  old  board  and  the  confidence  the 
people  had  in  the  men  who  composed  that  board,  and  assures  a  suc- 
cessful administration  of  school  affairs  in  the  future. 

At  the  middle  of  the  school  term  the  board  established  semi-annual 
promotions  in  all  the  grades  to  take  place  at  once  and  to  include  the 
high  school  beginning  next  year.  The  result  proved  satisfactoiy  as 
the  pupils  who  failed  to  pass  the  grade  had  half  a  year  to  review  in- 
stead of  being  retarded  a  full  year.  The  pupils  promoted  were  better 
prepared  to  do  advanced  work  and  many  who  remained  behind  to  re- 
view the  work  did  better  work  than  they  had  ever  done  because  the 
work  was  better  understood. 

The  number  of  young  people  who  graduated  from  the  high  school 
last  May  was  eighty-three.  The  remarkable  feature  about  this  number 
is  that  forty-one  of  these  were  boys.  Another  noticeable  feature  is 
that  forty-five  per  cent,  of  these  are  attending  higher  institutions  of 
learning.  The  number  of  eighth  grade  pupils  to  qualify  for  high 
school  is  ninety-four  and  ten  from  the  parochial  school. 

The  athletic  activities  of  the  high  school  have  been  under  better  con- 
trol than  ever  before.  The  new  gymnasium  made  this  feature  of 
school  activities  more  interesting  and  more  easily  guided  than  it 
has  been  possible  heretofore.  All  the  management  has  been  guided  by 
the  faculty  and  the  finances  have  been  managed  by  the  members  of  the 
faculty  jointly  with  representatives  of  the  school. 

The  unity  and  harmony  of  the  different  branches  of  the  school  have 
been  marked  features  of  the  school  Avork  in  all  of  the  activities  of  the 
system.  This  same  spirit  is  noticeable  among  the  pupils  and  this 
adds  much  to  the  pleasantness  and  efficiency  of  the  school. 

Much  praise  is  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  school  board  in 
their  efforts  to  further  the  interest  of  the  school  in  every  possible 
manner.  The  press  of  the  town  has  added  much  assistance  and  the 
Department  has  never  failed  to  respond  to  every  call.  Through  the 
help  of  all  of  these,  the  school  year  has  been  one  of  pleasure  and,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  one  of  great  profit.  With  all  of  these  forces  aiding  the 
teachers  and  with  the  loyal  support  of  the  community,  the  coming 
year  will  be  a  successful  one  in  the  efforts  of  all  to  benefit  the  boys 
and  the  girls  of  Wilkinsburg. 
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School  Records. 

Our  office  and  school  records  for  keeping  an  accurate  and  complete 
account  of  all  classes  of  pupils  are  now  quite  well  systematized.  They 
include  an  admission  certificate  and  a  promotion  certificate,  giving 
name  and  address  of  pupil,  date  of  birth  and  vaccination,  name,  ad- 
dress, nationality  and  character  of  employment  of  parent  and  grade 
and  school  where  the  pupil  is  assigned ;  a  school  directory  and  a  grade 
enrollment  sheet  repeating  these  items  and  giving  some  additional 
items;  and  record  cards  for  the  delinquent,  the  incorrigible,  and  the 
defective  pupil,  aud  for  the  child  that  is  employed,  as  well  as  for  the 
normal  and  regular  pupil.  Given  an  accurate  enumeration  of  the 
children  by  the  assessors,  our  schools  can  do  the  vest  thoroughly. 

Promotions. 

The  number  of  pupils  promoted  after  the  holiday  vacation  or  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fourth  month  of  school  was  54.  These  i)romotions 
were  confined  largely  to  the  primary  and  the  intermediate  grades  and 
to  those  pupils  who  had  shown  ability  to  do  a  greater  amount  of  work. 
In  making  these  promotions  the  pupils'  opportunities  for  home  help 
and  their  willingness  to  do  extra  work  at  school  were  also  considered. 
Some  of  the  pupils  before  being  promoted  were  given  some  prepara- 
tion for  the  new  work  by  the  teacher  whom  they  were  leaving.  Extra 
promotions  were  made  during  the  term,  but  the  number  of  such  pro- 
motions is  always  small  being  generally  about  one-half  the  number 
promoted  at  the  holidays.  At  the  close  of  the  school  year  there  were 
21  pupils  promoted  over  a  grade. 

Including  the  extra  ]>romotions  made  at  the  holidays  and  during 
the  term  and  excluding  from  the  calculation  the  pupils  who  leave 
school  before  close  of  the  term,  the  number  of  promoted  pupils  in  the 
elementary  schools  is  88.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  numbers  of  pupils. 
This  is  not  an  unusually  high  average  of  promotions  and  neither  is 
it  a  low  average,  some  cities  going  very  much  lower  than  this.  In  the 
commercial  department  97.7  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  were  promoted 
while  in  the  high  school  only  09.9  per  cent,  were  promoted. 

Retardation. 

An  examination  of  the  report  made  each  year  of  the  ages  of  pupils 
by  grades  disclosas  several  things  of  interest.     Certain  pupils  fall 
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behind  at  the  beginning  of  their  school  course  and  remain  behind 
throughout  their  entire  school  life.  This  is  the  class  of  defective  or 
very  slow  pupils  who  are  never  able  to  do  the  work  done  by  normal 
pupils  and  who  must  repeat  each  year's  work  one  or  more  times.  The 
greatest  number  of  retarded  pupils  are  in  grades  5,  6,  7  and  8  and 
in  these  grades  there  are  a  good  many  ])ui)ils  Avho  are  more  than  a 
year  behind.  The  number  of  pui)iLs  who  are  ahead  of  their  grade  is 
sometimes  not  so  large  as  the  number  behind  so  that  the  cost  in  time 
and  money  of  teacliing  the  pupils  who  must  repeat  their  work  is  not 
always  offset  by  gain  in  time  and  money  resulting  from  those  who 
complete  the  course  in  less  than  the  allotted  time.  It  ought  to  be  un- 
derstood that  the  number  of  pupils  behind  grade  includes  besides  the 
mentally  defective,  and  the  very  slow  pupils,  the  pupils  of  irregular 
attendance,  the  pujtils  who  did  not  begin  school  at  as  early  an  age 
as  six,  and  the  pupils  who  came  from  other  school  districts  without 
sufficient  preparation  in  certain  subjects  to  enable  them  to  be  placed 
as  far  along  as  they  otherwise  might  have  been  placed. 

To  secure  the  maximum  number  of  promotions  and  the  minimum 
number  of  retardations  in  any  system  of  schools,  continued  and  per- 
sistent attention  must  be  paid  to  a  number  of  things.  The  teaching 
throughout  the  entire  system  must  be  so  good  that  all  pupils  are  all 
of  the  time  interested  in  their  studies  and  working  up  to  their  full 
capacity.  There  must  be  such  an  oversight  of  the  attendance  of  all 
pupils  that  no  one  is  absent  without  a  good  reason.  The  course  of 
study  must  be  so  planned  that  no  grade  presents  unusual  difficulties 
for  pupils  and  at  no  point  is  the  articulation  of  one  grade  with  an- 
other anything  but  close.  The  classification  of  the  schools  must  be 
such  that  the  three  classes  of  pupils  found  in  every  school  (the  quick, 
the  normal  and  the  slow)  may  all  be  given  work  suited  to  their  vary- 
ing abilities  and  may  all  be  advanced  as  rapidly  as  their  differing 
capacities  for  the  work  of  the  next  higher  class  permit.  And  finally, 
extra  time  and  attention  must  be  given  to  the  pupils  who  have  fallen 
behind  or  who  are  likely  to  fall  behind  their  grade.  They  must  be 
given  extra  lessons  in  those  subjects  in  which  they  are  weak,  and 
great  efforts  must  be  made  to  arouse  and  interest  them.  Their 
physical  defects,  when  there  are  any,  must  be  remedied,  if  possible. 
Much  more  care  and  attention  must  be  given  to  these  pupils  than  are 
given  to  the  others.  All  of  these  things  our  schools  are  doing  with 
greater  or  less  faithfulness  and  still  we  have  probably  not  reached 
the  high  standard  in  the  matter  of  promotions  of  which  the  schools 
are  capable. 
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WINTON— John  J.  Judge. 


In  sulimittlng  tin's  annual  report,  we  can  say  that  the  schools  linve 
made  progress  along  the  ditferent  lines  of  school  work.  During  the 
term  we  had  a  corps  of  zealous  teachers  and  their  work  was  generally, 
satisfactory. 

This  year  much  attention  is  to  be  given  to  our  high  school,  and 
we  expect  to  have  one  of  which  the  district  may  well  feel  proud. 

The  new  four-room  building  on  Powell  avenue  was  completed  last. 
September.  This  is  a  modern  school  building  which  affords  the  ordi- 
nar-}'  comforts  of  school  life. 

The  deplorable  feature  of  the  school  year  was  the  crowded  con- 
dition of  our  schools,  particularly  in  the  lower  grades.  In  some  of 
the  primary  grades  more  than  one  hundred  pupils  were  enrolled. 
Under  such  conditions  good  work  was  impossible  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  rent  a  hall  for  school  use.  At  this  time  the  school  board  is 
negotiating  to  buy  a  piece  of  land  with  the  intention  of  erecting  an 
eight  or  ten-room  building  in  the  near  future. 

During  the  past  year  the  schools  of  the  district  were  closed  for  a 
short  time  because  of  a  teachers'  strike.  The  refusal  of  the  teachers 
to  continue  their  work  was  due  to  tlieir  inability  to  get  their  wages 
after  three  months'  labor. 

The  collector  of  school  taxes  did  not  settle  his  duplicate  last  June 
and  another  collector  was  appointed  for  this  year. 

A  meeting  of  the  teachers  from  Throop,  Dickson  City,  Olyphant, 
Archbald  and  Win  ton  school  districts  was  held  in  the  Lyric  theatre 
Friday  afternoon,  April  12th.  Superintendent  James  Coughlin  of 
Wilkes-Barre,  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  ''Childrens'  Faults  and 
their  Kemedies,"  and  Miss  Abby  Willis  Howes,  of  the  same  city,  ad- 
dressed tlie  teachers  on  the  subject  of  ''Literature  in  the  Graded 
Schools." 

A  class  of  four  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the  close 
of  the  term.  The  commencement  address  was  made  by  Prof.  O.  C. 
Gortner  of  Mansfield,  Pa. 


YORK  -A.  Wanner. 


The  co-operative  plan  of  education  now  being  pursued  in  York, 
because  of  its  importance,  justifies  its  presentation  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  usual  general  comments  on  progress. 
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More  than  twelve  years  ago  the  Dean  of  the  College  of  Engineering 
of  the  Universit}^  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Prof.  Herman  Schneider,  com- 
menced to  develop  a  co-operative  plan  of  education  as  a  part  of  the 
curriculum  of  that  institution.  As  a  result  there  are  now  six  year 
co-operative  courses  in  mechanical,  electrical  and  chemical  engineer- 
ing in  that  university.  A  co-operative  course  is  also  being  added  to 
the  high  school  curriculum  of  the  Cincinnati  i)ul)lic  schools. 

Similarily  influenced  by  Dean  Schneider's  efforts,  Fitchburg,  Mass., 
began  a  combination  shop  and  school  course  in  1908. 

The  work  of  Deau  Schneider  is  referred  to  somewhat  at  length  in 
a  most  valuable  bulletin  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation in  1908.  Its  title  is  "The  Apprenticeship  System  in  Its  Rela- 
tion to  Industrial  Education." 

This  was  circulated  amongst  members  of  the  York  school  board. 
Special  attention  was  directed  to  co-operative  school  and  shop  work, 
as  exemplified  by  the  successful  efforts  of  Dean  Schneider.  Other 
literature  of  similar  import  was  distributed.  In  these  and  various 
other  ways,  as  opportunity  presented  itself,  the  Superintendent 
awakened  and  increased  the  interest  of  our  school  boards  in  this  phase 
of  education.  However  it  was  not  till  early  in  the  spring  of  1911, 
under  the  iuitiative  of  the  Superintendent,  that  the  subject  was  taken 
up  aggressively. 

In  May,  1911,  a  committee  from  the  York  school  board  was  dele- 
gated to  inspect  the  Fitchburg  plan.  This  committee  was  accom- 
panied by  one  from  the  Manufacturer's  Association  appointed  for  a 
like  purpose.  Both  committees  were  very  favorably  impressed  and 
so  reported.  The  concluding  sentence  in  the  report  to  the  school 
board  is  as  follows.  "We  recommend  that  a  committee  from  our 
school  board,  together  with  the  city  Superintendent,  meet  and  confer 
with  the  manufacturers  of  our  city,  agree  upon  a  plan  and  outline  a 
course  of  study  for  co-operative  industrial  education  to  apply  to  our 
high  school." 

Successive  steps  in  the  organization  of  the  course  followed  rapidly. 

A  tentative  course  of  study  was  agreed  upon,  an  instructor  elected 
and  the  pupils  in  the  co-operative  department  enrolled  prior  to  the 
opening  of  schools  in  September. 

It  is  due  Prof.  Hunter  and  the  Fitchburg  school  authorities  to 
state  that,  in  large  measure,  their  plans  were  adopted  and  adapted  to 
meet  local  conditions. 

Enrollment. 

Only  one  trade,  the  machinist's  was  taken  up  the  first  year.  A 
canvass  of  manufacturers  developed  the  fact  that  they  were  willing 
to  place  80  boys.  Opportunity  was  then  extended  to  all  high  school 
boys  who  had  satisfactorily  passed  the  first  year  and  who  desired  to 
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take  up  the  machinist's  trade,  to  enroll.  Whilst  applicants  were  in- 
vited to  express  shop  preference,  Mr.  Eobert  E.  Gephart,  Secretary  of 
the  Manufacturer's  Association,  made  the  assignuieuts. 

Course  of  Study. 

The  co-operative  course  extends  over  a  period  of  four  years.  The 
first  year  is  spent  AvhoUy  in  school  aud  is  intended  to  specialize  some- 
what in  those  subjects  tliat  will  aid  the  boy  in, taking  up  shop  work. 
The  next  three  years  are  devoted  to  part  school  aud  part  shop  work. 
During  the  time  tlie  schools  are  in  session,  with  the  exception  of  two 
alternate  week.  The  remainder  of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  two 
weeks  in  summer  allowed  for  vacation,  is  spent  in  the  shop. 

In  school  deficiencies  can  be  made  up  by  extra  work;  in  the  shop 
there  is  no  such  opportunity.  Therefore,  in  order  to  complete  the 
shop  part  of  his  course,  each  boy  is  required  to  work  a  total  of  5,400 
hours,  divided  into  six  equal  periods  of  900  hours  each. 

The  following  first  year  course  of  study,  with  very  slight  modifica- 
tions, was  pursued  by  both  classes: 

BMrst  Year. 

Periods 
per  week. 

English,     5 

Algebra,    5 

Geometry,     5 

Shop  Arithmetic,    5 

Freehand  and  Mechanical  Drawing,   10 

Second  Year. 

Periods 
per  week. 

English,     5 

Algebra,    5 

rjeometry,     5 

Shop  Arithmetic o 

Physics,     5 

Mechauism  of  Machines,  5 

Drawing,     5 

The  second  year  course  is  tentative  and  subject  to  such  amendments 
as  shop  conditions  and  the  interests  of  the  pupils  suggest.  Courses 
for  the  remaining  years  will  be  determined  upon  later. 
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Instructor. 

A  practical  mechanic,  a  macliinist  by  trade,  Mr.  Stanley  A.  Zweibel, 
of  Lehigh  University,  was  elected  to  take  charge  of  the  department. 

The  most  important  part  of  the  instructor's  responsibility  consists 
in  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the  shop  work  by  inspection  and 
through  the  foremen,  and  then  in  determining  just  what  instruction 
will  best  qualify  the  pupil  for  his  trade. 

An  assistant  instructor  has  been  elected  for  next  year. 

Wages. 

The  compensation,  per  hour,  agreed  upon  by  the  manufacturers,  is 
the  same  for  all  shops.    The  following  rates  have  been  established: 

1st  period  of  GOO  honrs 7  cents  per  hour 

2d     period  of  (500  hours 8  cents  per  hour 

3d    period  of  GOO  hours 9  cents  per  hour 

4th  period  of  GOO  hours 10}  cents  per  hour 

5th  period  of  GOO  hours 12  cents  per  hour 

6th  period  of  600  hours lo  cents  per  hour 

Shoj)  Agreement. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  work  is  part  in  school  and  part  in  shop, 
and  that  the  school  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  shop  and  the  shop 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  school,  there  are  a  number  of  conditions  that 
arise  which  are  difficult  to  meet.  These  seem  to  be  very  satisfactorily 
disposed  of  in  the  agreement  entered  into  by  both  manufacturer  and 
apprentice. 

As  already  stated  two  classes  were  organized,  a  Freshman  and  a 
Sophomore  class. 

All  first  year  high  school  boys  were  eligible  to  the  Freshman  class. 
In  it  there  were  fifty-two  pupils.  They  pursued  the  school  course 
prescribed  for  the  first  year. 

All  boys  who  had  completed  the  first  year  in  the  high  school  or  an 
equivalent,  were  admitted  to  the  Sophomore  class.  It  was  made  u{) 
of  the  following: 

Regular   Sophomores,    21 

Juniors,     7 

Graduates  of  the  high  school,  class  1911, 1 

Pupils  who  had  left  school  prior  to  close  of  Fresh- 
men year  and  returned  to  take  up  the  Industrial 

Course,    2 

Eegular  Sophomores  who  would  not  have  returned 
to  school  had  it  not  been  for  the  Industrial 
Course,    4 
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Pupils  admitted  from  private  schools, 1 

Pupils  who  changed  over  during  the  year  from  an- 
other course  in  the  high  school  to  the  Industrial 
Course,    4 

Total,     40 

These  boys,  in  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  were  assigned  in 
pairs  to  the  shops.  The  money  earned  by  the  entire  class,  up  to 
June,  1912,  amounted  to  |2,613.35.  This  sum  includes  a  certain 
amount  of  "bonus"  money  received  for  doing  piece  work  in  addition 
to  the  allotted  day's  work. 

The  following  quotation  from  the  report  of  the  director  of  the  de- 
partment shows  how  the  school  is  influencing  the  shop  in  the  direc- 
tion of  greater  apprenticeship  efficiency: 

''An  important  phase  of  the  work  to  be  presented  at  the  outset  was 
the  establishment  of  some  systematic  form  of  instruction  in  the  shops 
for  the  boys.  Impressed  by  the  importance  of  such  instruction,  every 
effort  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  manufacturers  to  have  them  realize 
the  beneficial  results,  both  to  themselves  and  the  apprentices  that 
would  be  derived  from  any  action  taken  in  that  direction.  By  the 
close  of  the  school  year  in  June,  nearly  every  shop  involved  had  taken 
some  steps  for  systematic  instruction  for  the  apprentices.  Some 
shops  set  aside  certain  machines  and  assigned  certain  classes  of 
work  for  the  apprentices  to  perform,  keeping  them  at  that  work  a 
specified  time,  and  advancing  them  when  that  time  expired.  One 
shop  found  it  verv  profitable  to  assign  to  the  inspectors,  when  not 
engaged  in  actual  inspection,  the  duty  of  looking  after  the  apprentices 
helping  them  to  set  up  their  jobs,  and  to  perform  the  operations  on 
them  most  expeditely.  The  consideration  given  to  the  subject  by  the 
manufacturers  is  very  encouraging  and  it  is  evident  that  they  realize 
the  importance  of  this  cour-se,  and  feel  that  it  is  to  their  advantage, 
as  well  as  to  that  of  the  boy,  to  organize  their  apprenticevS  and  care 
for  them   more  systematically." 

At  the  end  of  the  first  year,  results  are  most  satisfactory.  The 
succ&ss  of  co-operative  education,  as  it  is  being  established  in  our 
schools,  has  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  ad- 
vocates. 
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REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS 


FIKST    DlSTKItJT,    WEST    CHESTEK. 


GEO.    MORRIS   PHILIPS,    Principal. 


The  West  Chester  State  Normal  School  has  eoiitinued  to  prosper 
(luring  the  past  year.  Our  total  eurollmeut  of  Normal  School  stu- 
dents (luring  the  year  has  been  l,Ui;ii  and  the  number  in  our  model 
school  ;>()!).  These  are  somewhat  larger  than  I  have  ever  before 
reported.     The  grovrth  of  the  school  is  a  healthful,  gradual  one. 

Our  graduating  class  numbered  25(),  the  largest  class  we  have  ever 
graduated.  One  hundred  ninety  six  were  previously  educated  at 
high  schools  as  follows: 

74  graduates  of  four  year  high  schools, 
85  graduates  of  three  year  high  schools, 
37  graduates  of  two  3'ear  high  schools, 
32  attended  higli  schools  for  one  year. 

8  had  taken  partial  or  complete  college  courses, 

3  had  taken  business  college  courses, 
;>;■)  of  the  gra.duating  class  were  young  men. 

Their  average  attendance  was  103]  weeks,  or  a  little  more  than  two 
yeais  and  a  half.     Their  average  was  almost  exactly  21  years. 

Three  hundred  fifteen  pa'ssed  the  faculty  and  State  examiuation  for 
admission  to  the  new  senior  class.  Of  these,  88  are  in  the  new  course. 
lOveiy  one  of  these  88  is  a  graduate  of  a  four  year  high  school.  But 
(liree  of  the  :)")  young  men  who  graduated  this  year  were  graduates 
of  four  yea)'  high  schools,  find  but  one  of  the  88  students  of  the  new 
course  in  the  coming  senior  class  is  a  young  man.  Nothing  seems 
moi'(!  certain  than  that,  if  graduation  from  a  four  year  high  school 
is  e\-er  absolutely  required  for  admission  to  the  State  Normal  schools, 
young  men  will  be  practically  diiven  out  of  these  schools,  and,  there- 
fore, we  shall  seum  have  a  si  ill  suuiller  pro])ortion  of  men  teaching 
in   Mil*  [(\ihlic  schools  of  the  State. 

Tlie  demand  Cor  the  graduates  as  teachers  grows  greater  each  year. 
Nearly  150  of  this  yeai-"s  graduates  were  ai)pointed  to  positions  as 
(eachers  before  commencemeni   day.  and  applications  for  tlie  others 
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have  been  constantly  coming  in,  until  a(  llii.s  wiiting,  few  are  with- 
out jK)sitions.  Tliese  positions,  botli  as  to  salaries  aud  length  of  terms, 
are  better  than  ever  before  secured  by  members  of  a  graduating 
class  A  large  ])art  of  the  young  men  liave  been  ap])ointed  to  posi- 
tions as  ])i'incipals  or  teachers  in  high  schools  at  excellent  salaries. 
Many  school  boards  i»reier  Normal  School  graduates,  especially 
those  who  have  already  taught  successfully  to  any  other  candidates 
for  jtrincijials  or  teachers  in  ilicir  high  schools,  particularly  town- 
ships aud  smaller  towns. 

Our  new  bnihlings,  which  we  tinislicd  a  year  ago,  have  been  found 
to  be  very  satisfactory,  and  have  added  much  to  the  ctticiency  of  the 
school  and  the  comfort  of  its  students.  But  the  increased  demand  for 
admission  is  so  great  that  the  girls'  dormitory,  accommodating  525 
students,  was  entirely  tilled  several  weeks  before  the  beginning  of 
the  school  yeixv.  The  nund}er  of  boys  has  been  increasing  for  several 
years  and  their  new  and  larger  doimitory  will  evidently  soon  be  also 
entirely  filled. 

On  account  of  the  growth  of  the  school,  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  further  increase  the  faculty.  Another  strong  man  has  been  added 
to  the  dejtnrimciit  of  leaching,  giving  us  three  sujterior  men  who  give 
all  of  their  time  to  the  ]>cdagogicaI  woi-k  of  the  school,  in  addition  to 
the  ])rincipa]  and  other  teachers  of  the  model  school.  The  depart- 
ment of  science  has  been  further  subdivided,  and  a  man  with  much 
reputation  and  ex])erience  has  been  engaged  to  take  charge  of  the 
agriculture  and  botany.  This  gives  us  four  able  men  who  give  all  of 
their  time  to  the  biological  and  physical  sciences.  A  department  of 
(lomestic  science  has  been  well  equip])ed,  and  a  teacher  of  much  repu- 
tuation  and  ex]»erience  sccui-ed  to  take  chargp  of  this  during  the  com- 
ing year.  ' 

AVe  again  carried  on  a  summer  school  for  the  first  five  weeks  of  the 
summer  vacation,  with  an  enrollment  of  ninety  students,  a  slight 
increase  over  the  attendance  at  the  summer  school  one  year  ago.  Much 
interest  was  manifested,  and  the  advantages  and  opportunities  off- 
ered were  gratly  a])prpciated  by  those  who  attended.  It  is  evident 
that  there  is  a  real  need  and  a  demand  for  sunuuer  schools  for  teach- 
ers, and  the  State  should  oncouragp  aiul  aid  the  Normal  Schools  in 
mcotinu-   this  need. 
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SECOND  DIHTKICT,  MI  LLEKSVILLE. 


ELIPHALET  ORAM  LYTE,  Principal. 


I  liave  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Depart iiieut  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  tlie  First  Penusylvauia  iStale  Normal  School  for 
the  tiftj-eighth  year  of  ils  existence  as  a  normal  school,  and  the  tvveu- 
ty-tiftk  and  last  year  of  myself  as  principal. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  fall  term  was  724 ;  the  winter  term  was 
770,  and  the  spring  term  was  803  making  a  total  attendance  of  2,357 
for  the  three  terms.  The  total  number  of  graduates  receiving  the  first 
diploma  in  the  regular  course  was  134.  Nine  were  graduated  in  the 
tirsl  year  of  the  pedagogical  course,  receiving  the  degree  of  bach- 
elor of  pedagogics,  and  three  were  graduated  in  the  second  year  of 
the  jiedagogical  course,  receiving  the  degree  of  master  of  pedagogics. 
All  of  the  graduates  attended  this  school  for  the  purpose  of  prepar- 
ing to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  the  S'tate,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
are  now  employed  as  teachers. 

My  last  year  as  principal  was  highly  successful.  The  attendance 
was  large  and  the  students  were  well-behaved  and  industrious. 

As  all  persons  who  have  responsible  and  complex  i)ositions  to  fill, 
and  who  try  to  till  them.  1  have  no  doubt  made  some  enemies.  1 
saw  the  problem  that  this  normal  school  had  to  solve  differently  from 
teachers,  whose  views  were  necessarily  narrow  and  one-sided,  or  even 
from  trustees,  whose  point  of  view  was  not  suffi'ciently  close  and 
AA-hose  resposibility  was  not  sufficiently  personal,  to  prevent  them 
from  making  mistakes  if  they  attempted  to  dictate  policies.  Naturally 
an  active  prineii»a],  wlio  lias  a  definite  policy,  would  run  counter  to 
nmny  men  and  would  leave  some  enemies  when  he  discontinues  his 
work.  If  I  have  met  the  usual  fate  of  mankind — and  I  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  I  am  an  exception  of  the  general  rule —  I  have  only  this 
to  say:     I  have  done  my  best,  and  am  only  human. 

Let  me  call  attention  to  the  recommendations  I  made  in  my  last 
report  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  especially  to  my 
comments  on  the  new  course  of  study,  which  I  fear  tends  to  lower  the 
standard  of  professional  training  at  Millersville.  The  course  I  pre- 
sented in  my  1911  report  is  worthy  of  careful  study  by  the  board  of 
l)rinci[)als.  I  arranged  tlie  present  course  of  our  school,  using  the 
college  names  for  each  year,  which  seems  best  and  which  has  been 
done  by  several  normal  schools  with  satisfaction.  I  am  pleased  to 
learn  that  the  new  management  has  accepted  the  course  as  arranged. 
2L— 6— 1912 
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I  am  uot  at  all  sure  (lia(  it  will  be  for  llie  best  inleiest  of  the  nor- 
mal sehools  to  be  taken  over  by  the  State.  There  is  iinieli  to  be  said 
in  favor  of  local  ownership.  The  schools  must  depend  for  many 
things  on  the  neighborhood  in  which  they  are  located.  Community 
pride  is  of  value  to  a  school  that  should  be  close  to  the  people.  It 
would  be  advisable  to  move  slowlj^  in  attempting  so  important  a 
measure  as  this,  which  is  foreign  to  the  Pennsylvania  system  of 
school  control  and  launches  out  into  a  new  unsailed  sea.  The 
"strange  waters"  may  require  new  pilots. 

1  greatl}'  regret  that  it  is  my  painful  duty  lo  rei)ort  the  death  of 
the  oldest  member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  Mr.  Andrew  M.  Frantz 
died  suddenly  on  the  iirst  day  of  January  of  this  year.  Mr.  Frantz 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  continously  since  May, 
1861,  and  during  this  time  he  missed  only  one  meeting  of  the  board. 
He  was  secretary  of  the  board  from  1876  to  1911,  when  he  declined 
a  re-election  on  account  of  old  age  and  defective  hearing.  He  was 
born  October  4,  1827,  and  consequently  was  in  his  eighty-fifth  year 
when  he  died. 

I  have  been  failing  in  vigor  and  strength  for  some  years.  Tlie  first 
traces  I  noticed  soon  after  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  in  1904,  when  I 
was  selected  much  to  my  surprise  as  chairman  of  the  elementary  edu- 
cational grou})  of  judges,  and  subsequently  as  chairman  of  the  entire 
educational  jury,  and  consetpiently  became  a  member  of  the  "su- 
perioi'"  jurj'  of  aAvards.  The  labor  of  this  threefold  i)osition  was 
enormous,  and  I  think  affected  my  health.  During  the  past  school 
year,  I  was  utterlj^  overcome  with  nervous  prostration,  from  which  1 
am  very  slowly  recovering.  I  have  reached  the  time  of  life  wlien  it 
is  generally  thought  that  men  should  cease  active,  strenuous  labor.  1 
have  passed  my  seventieth  birthday,  and  have  led  a  busy  life,  a  })art 
of  four  years  of  which  was  spent  in  active  service  in  the  field  during 
the  Civil  War.  My  sword  is  in  its  scabbard,  hanging  on  the  wall  in 
my  library,  probably  never  to  be  unsheathed  by  me  again.  I  am  glad 
that  I  can  retire  with  the  school  in  so  flourishing  a  condition.  The 
senior  class  is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school,  and  the  other 
classes  aie  of  good  size.  My  successor  is  a  man  in  the  early  prime  of 
life,  a  graduate  of  Millersville  in  two  courses,  and  a  graduate  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College  and  also  Harvard  University.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  facuKy  here  for  a  number  of  years,  resigning  a 
year  ago  to  accept  the  Su])erintendency  of  Lancaster  city  schools. 
He  has  the  support  of  a  vigorous,  capable  faculty  of  nu'U  and  women, 
and  of  an  efficient  board  of  trustees. 

In  this  my  last  report  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  I 
desire  to  thank  my  brethei  u  in  other  normal  schools  for  their  uniform 
courtesy  and  kindness  to  me,  and  the  State  Superintendent  and  his 
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assistants  for  (heir  assistance  in  many  ways,  and  to  ask  tlieni  all 
occasionally  to  recall  one  avIio  fell  b}-  the  wayside,  but  who  while 
he  was  in  the  tight  with  Iheni  against  ignorance  and  wrong  did  the 
best  he  conld.  He  knows  that  the  battle  will  still  continne  nnder  able 
leader.shi]>.  To  the  facnlty  of  the  school  ot  which  I  was  a  member  for 
foi-ty-live  y(^ars,  and  the  head  for  Iweuty-live,  I  owe  mnch  for  their 
efforts,  in  most  cases  willingly  given,  in  assisting  me  to  carry  my 
ideas  of  a  normal  school  to  a  successfnl  issne.  To  the  board  of  trus- 
tees J  am  indebted  for  their  hearty-  support  of  my  etforts  to  create  a 
plant  that  would  be  worthy  of  the  cause  to  which  a  normal  school  is 
devoted. 

When  1  became  })rincii)al,  the  total  inventory  of  the  normal  school 
was  !i?2:J0,4(J9.2() ;  in  1911,  the  value  of  the  ])lant  was  $(i!)2,()90.L'5. 

And  now,  asking  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father  upon  the 
cause  to  which  I  liave  given  my  life,  1  bid  you  all  (iood-bye. 


THIKL)    DlSTlllCT,    KUTZTOWN. 


A.    C.    ROTHERMBL,    Principal. 


On  the  19th  of  June  we  closed  a  very  jirospeious  school  year.  We 
graduated  LM){)  students,  the  largtsi  number  in  the  history  of  the 
institution.  In  addition  to  this  number  of  graduates  several  alumni 
comjjleted  the  w(»rk  for  tlie  professional  degrees.  It  is  very  gratifying 
to  us  to  have  so  many  alumni  supplement  their  previous  training  in 
this  way  since  it  is  conclusive  evidence  that  we  have  succeeded  in 
creating  something  of  the  student  spirit. 

In  our  senior  class  of  200  there  were  77  boys.  This  institution  was 
for  years  known  as  a  boys'  school,  but  we  are  traveling  the  path  of 
most  other  normal  schools,  and  will  ultimately,  like  them,  become 
a  girls'  school.  This  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  lengthening  of  the  normal 
school  course,  and  in  part  to  the  eternal  fight  for  students  by  pre- 
paratory schools. 

During  the  school  j^ear  of  1911-12  large  sums  of  money  were  ex- 
pended for  the  improvement  of  our  science  department.  The  new 
course  of  study  made  this  imperative,  especially  since  agriculture 
has  been  added  to  the  course.  For  two  years  we  have  given  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senior  classes  an  o])])ortunity  to  study  agriculture,  and 
the  interest  manifested  and  the  results  attainted  have  exceeded  our 
expectations. 
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During  the  year  there  was  installed  iu  the  new  aiiditoriiuii  an 
electrically  operated  Baiisch  and  Lomb  Balopticou,  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  powerful  projectors  at  present  manufactured,  for  lantern 
slides  and  opaque  objects. 

The  question  of  the  erection  of  a  library  building  has  beeu  agitated 
from  time  to  time,  for  several  years.  At  the  June  meeting  of  the 
board  it  was  decided  to  put  a  library  building  on  the  campus,  north  of 
the  main  buildings.  The  architects  have  been  selected,  their  plans 
submitted  and  accepted,  and  work  on  tlie  building  will  be  begun  iu 
spring. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT,  EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


E.  L.  KEMP.  Principal. 


As  stated  last  year,  the  steady  increase  of  our  attendance  has  made 
us  feel  that  at  no  distant  date  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  to  our  num- 
ber of  buildings.  In  order  to  prepare  for  this  contingeucy,  we,  this 
year  took  time  by  the  forelock  and  did  one  of  the  very  best  things 
that  has  ever  been  attempted  in  the  interest  of  our  school. 

In  front  of  our  campus  and  separating  it  from  the  nearest  street  in 
the  town,  parrallel  with  the  front,  are  four  acres  of  land.  These  four 
acres  were  cut  up  into  building  lots  and  some  of  them  occupied.  The 
dwellings  erected  on  them  were  cheap  frame  buildings,  and  the 
grounds  were  further  disfigured  with  all  sorts  of  shabby  out  build- 
ings. Most  of  the  ground  not  so  occupied  was  swampy  and  covered 
with  a  dense  growth  of  trees  and  bushe.s.  It  became  possible  for  us 
to  purchase  this  property  for  a  sum  that  seemed  very  reasonable  and 
certainly  much  smaller  than  would  be  required  to  purchase  it  a  few 
years  hence.  We  can  already  see  what  a  wise  thing  it  was  to  make  the 
purchase.  All  the  l»uildings  have  been  removed  from  the  ground  and 
the  work  of  grading  it  so  as  to  fit  it  to  our  campus  as  it  was  before 
is  already  more  than  half  done. 

It  is  our  intention  to  put  private  drives  through  this  ground  and 
to  erect  handsome  stone  entrances  to  these  drives.  These  improve- 
ments will  transform  the  place  both  with  respect  to  its  beauty  and 
usefulness.  I    , 

The  work  of  the  school  has  prospered,  and  we  graduated  this  year 
the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school  with  the  assurance  of  a 
still  larger  class  to  be  graduated  next  year. 
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FI FTII  I ) i STinCT— AfA NSFI ELD. 


ANDREW  THOMAS  SMITH,  Piiutipal. 


No  startliug'  iniiovutioiis  have  beeu  made  duiiug  the  year,  but  a 
steady  development  alciiig  mauy  lines  Lias  beeu  very  evident.  In 
the  matter  of  attendance,  we  have  shown  a  substantial  advance  over 
the  corresponding  terms  of  any  previous  year  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  a  greatly  increased  proportion  ot  students  has  beeu 
in  attendance  throughout  the  entire  year.  The  ligures  shown  upon 
our  books  reveal  the  presence  of  874  students  during  the  year,  with 
I'll  of  this  number  in  the  Model  h'chool.  The  class  room  activity, 
(he  high  moral  tone  of  the  student  body,  the  spirit  of  industry  and 
of  general  good-fellowship,  combined  to  make  us  feel  that  the  year  has 
beeu  an  exceedingly  prosperous  one.  One  hundred  and  thirty-two 
young  men  and  women  were  graduated  in  the  regular  Normal  De- 
partment and  one  completed  the  work  required  for  the  Bachelor  of 
I'edagogy  degree.  These  graduates  easily  maintain  the  mental 
strength,  attainments  and  maturity  that  have  characterized  the  school 
for  years,  and  we  believe  they  will  constitute  a  valuable  additi(m 
to  the  teaching  force  of  our  State. 

During  the  recent  commencement  exercises  we  celebrated  the  semi- 
centennial anniversary  of  the  school's  establishment  as  a  tState 
Xormal  School.  The  occasion  was  in  every  respect  an  eminently 
worthy  one  with  an  especial  anniveisary  address  delvered  by  our 
honored  State  Superintendent  and  an  historical  address  delivered 
by  the  Hon.  Simon  J3.  Elliott,  the  only  remaining  individual  among 
tliose  who  constituted  the  original  13oard  of  Trustees  and  body  of 
stockholders.  The  other  exercises  incident  to  commencement  season 
were  of  a  high  order,  and  the  interest  and  attendance  throughout 
the  week  continued  without  the  least  diminution  to  the  end. 

Several  improvements  of  great  value,  which  will  enhance  the 
school's  usefulness,  are  now  in  contemplation  by  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees and  will  doubtless  constitute  matter  of  specific  report  by  the 
end  of  another  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  approval  of  the  general  plan 
of  the  present  four  year  Normal  School  course  and  to  record  the 
belief  that  we  can  still  further  improve  upon  it  by  a  consideration 
of  certain  of  its  details  and  especially  by  an  exhaustive  study  of 
the  methods  of  conducling  the  Slate  Board  examinations. 
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SIXTH  L>IriTlllCT— ]IL( )( )M SI Jl IKd. 


D,  J.  WALLER,  JR.,  Principal. 


lu  addition  lo  the  statistical  report  o!  this  school  for  the  lorty- 
tliird  year,  1  have  tlie  hoiioi-  to  submit  the  following: 

There  was  a  lalliug'  of  from  the  atteudauce  of  the  previous  year 
to  the  extent  of  tifty  young  men  and  three  young  women.  This  may 
have  been  due  in  part  to  the  introduction  of  the  four  years'  course 
of  study.  There  was  a  temporary  decrease  on  the  adoption  of  the 
three  years'  course.  Changes,  such  as  this,  imperatively  demanded 
by  the  educational  conditions  in  the  State,  ultimately  receive  the 
hearty  support  of  the  people  as  was  the  case  at  each  lengthening  of 
the  public  school  term.  The  new  course  of  study  is  supplanting  the 
old  without  any  serious  difficulties. 

Science,  as  related  to  cooking  and  sewing,  is  very  popular. 

The  spirit  and  health  of  the  pupils  have  been  excellent,  and  the 
year  closed  with  the  graduation  of  a  class  of  1(52  teachers,  in  the 
presence  of  hundreds  of  alumni  who  were  renewing  their  youth  in 
their  several  class  reunions. 

The  reports  returned  from  higher  institutions  regarding  the  stand- 
ing of  students  prepared  here  have  been  highly  gratifying,  and  sup- 
port the  statements  of  earlier  j^ears  to  the  effect  that  those  from 
the  State  Kormal  School.'?  are  found  to  be  superior  students. 

The  demand  for  trained  teachers  exhausts  the  supply  notwith- 
standing the  hundred  annually  graduated. 

In  conjunction  with  some  of  the  other  State  Normal  Schools  steps 
have  been  taken  to  make  the  library  a  more  valuable  factor  by  train- 
in«'-  the  students  in  the  use  and  management  of  it. 


SEVP:NTH  DTSTKICT— SHI  ppensbukg. 


S   A.   MARTIN,   Principal. 


The  adoption  of  the  four-year  course  of  study  has — as  we  antici- 

pr^ted caused  a  slight  falling  oft'  in   the  number  of  students.     The 

enrollment  for  the  year  was  about  six  i)ei-  cent,  less  than  that  of  the 
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]»i'evioiis  venr.  Tliis  rjilliiii;-  oil'  lia.s  been  due,  first,  to  the  reluctance 
of  tliose  who  aim  at  nothing  higher  than  conntry  schools  teaching, 
and  that  for  a  short  time.  Snch  students  feel  that  four  years  is 
longer  time  than  they  need  to  prepare  for  the  work  they  have  in 
view,  and  they  incline  to  some  narrower  course  of  }>reparation  for 
their  work.  [ 

A  second  group  that  we  lose  is  composed  of  those  who  hope  to 
take  a  full  college  course.  Such  students  have  found  the  three-year 
course  a  practicable  road  to  their  purpose,  affording  them  a  con- 
venient means  of  earning  Ihe  funds  for  their  college  course.  The  four- 
year  course  seems  to  take  them  too  far  out  of  their  road,  and  they 
often  decide  not  to  graduate. 

As  the  policy  of  this  school  has  been  to  provide  for  regular  normal 
students,  those  who  choose  any  other  course  are  not  attracted.  In- 
deed, aside  from  a  few  children  who  come  in  for  music  lessons,  we 
have  practically  no  students  who  are  not  taking  the  regular  normal 
course,  expecting  to  graduate. 

No  doubt  our  constituency  will  soon  come  to  appreciate  the  value 
of  the  new  course  of  study  and  our  enrollment  will  increase.  Mean 
while  our  buildings  are  well  tilled  and  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  teach 
smaller  sections — to  actually  accomplish  our  ideal  of  never  having 
more  than  twenty-five  in  any  recitation  section. 

The  new  Model  School  building  is  nearing  completion,  but  will 
not  be  ready  to  use  at  the  opening  of  the  September  term.  We  have 
added  two  members  to  our  faculty  for  the  whole  year;  and  one 
more  than  usual  to  our  spring  term  force. 

The  trustees  have  made  excellent  provisions  for  the  teaching  of 
manual  training  and  domestic  science.  These  departments  have 
been  sucessfully  initiated,  and  are  well  received  by  the  students. 

We  are  preparing  for  the  course  in  agriculture,  to  be  given  in  the 
senior  year,  by  a  definite  course  of  study  in  botany  and  zoology  as 
a  foundation  for  the  more  specific  study  of  agriculture. 

The  general  health  of  the  students  has  been  excellent,  but  a  few 
cases  of  measles  gave  us  some  annoyance,  chiefly  because  of  the  neces- 
sary quarantine  regulations. 

On  the  whole,  it  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  year  and  we  think 
we  have  sent  out  an  unsually  Avell  trained  group  of  teachers  for  the 
service  of  the  State. 
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EKJHTH    DISTRICT— LOCK  HAN'EN. 


GEORGE  P.  SINGER,  Principal. 


The  Ceutral  State  Normal  School  completed  its  35th  year  with 
the  commencement  exercises  June  2Gth,  1012.  One  hundred  and  one 
youne,-  jteople  received  their  certificates  and  nearly  all  are  teaching 
in  the  schools  of  tlie  Commonwealth.  A  few  have  entered  college  and 
several  are  taking  additional  branches  in  the  normal  school. 

On  February  17th  our  revered  principal,  Dr.  J.  li.  Flickinger,  died 
quite  suddenly,  although  he  had  been  ill  for  several  weeks.  Dr. 
Flickinger  had  been  for  some  years  subject  to  attacks  of  acute  in 
digestion  and  it  was  thought  by  all  that  this  attack  would  yield  to 
treatment  as  the  others  had.  The  late  Dr.  John  H.  Musser  was 
called  and  felt  that  Dr.  Flickinger  would  make  a  speedy  recovery 
but  he  took  a  sudden  change  for  the  worse  and  slept  quietly  away. 

The  services  of  Dr.  Flickinger  in  the  Central  State  Normal 
School  extended  over  a  period  of  twelve  years.  He  came  here  in 
January,  1900,  and  has  worked  indefatigably  for  the  success  of  the 
school  and  brought  it  uj)  to  its  present  state  of  efficiency.  The 
fnneral  services  were  held  in  the  Normal  School  chapel,  Monday 
evening,  February  19th,  at  7  o'clock,  and  were  touching  and  beauti- 
ful. The  services  were  in  charge  of  Rev.  C.  H.  Williamson,  pastor 
of  the  Great  Island  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Dr.  Flickinger 
was  an  active  member.  The  front  section  of  seats  was  occupied  by 
the  active  and  honorary  pallbeares.  The  active  pallbearers  were: 
M.  J.  Colcord,  Coudersport;  J.  W.  Sweeney,  Ridgway;  Sedgwick 
Kistler,  W.  C.  Long,  Dr.  George  Park  Singer,  Dr.  F.  P.  Ball,  W.  F. 
Packer  and  Dr.  T.  B.  Stewart,  of  this  city.  The  honorary  pallbearers 
comprised  Dr.  Pv.  B.  Watson,  T.  C.  Hippie,  G.  W.  Hippie,  Wilson 
Kistler,  E.  F.  Hefiner,  Mayor  George  Kreamer,  Ira  M.  Harvey,  J. 
M.  Peoples  and  T.  M.  Stevenson.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  Normal  School  faculty  were  also  seated  in  the  front  of  the 
chapel.  The  young  lady  students  of  the  school  were  attired  in  white 
and  occupied  seats  in  the  center  of  the  chapel,  while  the  young  men 
of  the  school  were  seated  immediately  behind  them. 

In  the  passing  of  Dr.  Flickinger  the  Central  State  Normal  School 
has  lost  a  conscientious  Christian  principal,  a  broad-minded  scholar, 
a  sympathetic  friend,  a  considerate  critic,  a  tactful  advisor  and  a 
school  man  of  wide  experience.  Last  December  Dr.  Flickinger  made 
a   puldic  address  in   the  city  and   from   it  we  quote  the  following: 
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"Every  (Jod's  acre,  wlielher  it  is  sloping  liill  side,  a  snnny  meadow, 
or  lies  Avitliin  the  limits  of  the  busy  city,  is  tilled  with  marble  monu- 
ments to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  loved  ones  gone  before.  To  feel 
that  we  will  be  forgotten  just  as  the  last  clod  of  earth  has  fallen  on 
our  liual  resting  place  is  more  shocking  than  thoughts  of  the  winding 
sheet  and  the  dank  and  dark  long  home  which  inevitably  awaits  us, 
one  and  all.  *  *  *  Life  is  a  period  of  probation  provided  by 
the  providence  of  God,  for  that  future  state  whose  limits  are  infinite. 
It  is  an  eddy  in  the  rushing  current  of  endless  time,  wherein  we  can 
get  our  bearings  and  adjust  ourselves  to  kindred  atoms,  and  also 
gain  strength  for  the  future  journey  beyond  the  veil.  A  significant 
Thought,  and  one  to  make  us  pause  and  consider.  It  implies,  with  all 
the  solomu  significance  of  a  message  from  on  high,  that  our  oppor- 
tunities are  passing  with  every  pulse  beat,  and  that  as  we  improve 
tliem  will  depend  the  personal  plaudit,  'Well  done!'" 

Dr.  Flickinger's  best  memorial  is  in  the  lives  of  the  young  people 
whose  characters  he  influenced  and  whose  minds  he  molded,  so  that 
they  became  useful  citizens.  His  work  in  the  Central  State  Normal 
School,  as  well  as  at  West  Chester  and  Edinboro,  engraves  his  name 
indelibly  on  the  records  of  Normal  School  history  in  Pennsylvania. 
Upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Flickiuger  the  Board  of  Trustees  chose  the 
writer  of  these  notes  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  and  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  they  elected  him  principal  for  the  coming  year. 


NINTH  DISTRICT—INDIANA. 


JAMES  E.  AMENT,  PrincipaL 


Commencement  day  at  Indiana  took  place  June  26th,  last,  when 
Indiana  sent  out  the  largest  class  in  its  history.  The  year  closing 
<  an  surely  go  down  in  the  history  of  the  school  as  one  of  its  most 
successful.  The  annual  enrollment  of  the  school  numbered  1,433.  Of 
these,  1,202  belonged  to  the  Normal  School. 

Notwithstanding  this  large  enrollment,  however,  I  think  that  our 
school  did  most  excellent  work.  We  had  48  teachers  in  our  force, 
which  shows  but  25  students  for  each  teacher.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
however,  our  actual  daily  attendance  was  probably  not  over  900, 
which  would  make  the  average  to  each  teacher  less  than  20  students. 
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The  present  vear  shows  a  very  greatly  increased  eniollment  at 
Indiana,  there  l)eing  now  more  than  1,000  in  the  Normal  School. 
Our  teaching  force,  however,  has  been  increased  to  5:>,  which  still 
makes  the  number  of  students  to  each  teacher  less  than  20. 

Tn  harmony  with  the  re(iuirements  of  the  new  course,  Indiana 
opened  a  department  for  the  teaching  of  domestic  science  at  the 
begining  of  the  year.  The  only  suitable  place  we  could  find  for  the 
department  Avas  in  the  basement  of  the  old  main  building.  The  com- 
pletion of  the  rooms  and  their  fitting  proved  very  satisfactory,  how- 
ever, and  people  familiar  with  such  departments  say  that  Indiana 
has  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  Our  young  ladies  have  been  greatly 
pleased  with  the  course,  and  it  is  gaining  in  popularity  daily. 

So  far,  we  have  done  practically  nothing  towards  establishing  a 
course  in  elementary  agriculture,  being  embarrassed  for  want  of 
facilities  and  means.  At  this  time,  however,  the  trustees  have  under 
consideration  a  plan  which  will  likely  enal»le  Indiana  to  open  its  next 
vear  in  readiness  to  teach  well,  elementarv  agriculture.. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


H.   B.    DAVIS,   Principal. 


At  the  June  commencement  a  class  numbering  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school,  was  graduated. 
Prof.  H.  A.  Overstreet,  of  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  de- 
livered the  address. 

There  was  a  larger  registration  of  young  men  during  the  year 
than  at  any  one  time  before  in  the  period  of  the  school's  existence. 
so  many  in  fact  that  the  young  men's  dormitory  was  filled  during 
the  winter  term. 

The  change  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  from  the  inter-scholastic 
to  the  intra-school  athletics  was  made  not  so  much  as  an  experimeut 
as  to  pi'ovide  consistent  and  interesting  contests  for  all  students  and 
at  the  same  time  give  instruction  to  prospective  teachers  in  the 
handling  of  larg  groups  of  children;  this  last  ])roblem  being  such  as 
any  single  teacher  might  find  in  any  locality.  The  May  festival, 
gymnasium  exhibition  and  tennis  tournaments  demonstrated  to  all 
the  sanity  of  such  a  move  as  compared  with  the  large  expenditure 
of  moneys  entirely  disjn-oportionate  to  the  number  of  students  re- 
ceiving benefit  on  the  inter-scholastic  basis. 
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The  coiislaiitly  incrcjisiiiji,  yearly  regis li-ation  of  graduates  of  the 
Hist  grade  higii  sclionls  has  given  subslanlial  proof  of  llic  real  at- 
lihi<h'  of  scliool  men  (owards  tlie  iiiaiiitciiaiue  of  a  professional 
school.  The  passage  of  tlie  Normal  t^chool  from  semi  to  full  State 
control  can  do  no  other  than  produce  a  still  further  increase  of  this 
type  of  student.  County  superintendents  have  given  their  moral  sup- 
])ort  in  raising  the  scholastic  standards  for  teachers  within  their 
jurisdictions. 

During  the  year  the  revised  edition  of  the  syllabus  of  the  course 
of  study  was  published.  The  call  from  a  distance  for  the  first  has 
been  duplicated  for  tlie  second  edition  and  thus  wlinl  the  school 
stands  for  has  been  gotten  liefore  the  ])ublic. 

An  entertainment  course  of  more  than  ]»assing  merit  was  main- 
tained including  such  ninnbers  as  Leland  Powers.  The  Ben  Greet 
Players,  The  Kueisel  (Quartette,  Ex-Governor  Man  ley.  Dr.  Edward 
Steiner  together  with  more  than  (wenly  local  sjx'akers  who  visited 
the  school  as  occasion  offered. 

In  fact  the  year  saw  much  that  was  indicative  for  the  future  of  the 
school  in  that  it  will  offer  a  broad  and  healthful  culture  as  well  as 
consistent  scholarship  to  i(s  students. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


ALBERT  E.   MALTBY,   Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Dei>artment  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  Slipperj^  Rock  State  Normal  School  for  the 
year  ending  June  2(J,  1912. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  fall  term  was  7'M'>;  the  winter  term 
was  7(>1J ;  and  the  spring  term  of  1912  was  944;  making  a  total  of 
2,449  for  the  three  tei'uis.  The  total  number  of  graduates  ret-eiving 
the  first  diploma  in  the  regular  course  was  174.  All  of  the  graduates 
attended  the  scho(il  for  the  pui-pose  of  becoming  teachers  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  State,  and  practically  all  of  them  are  now  em- 
ployed as  teachers. 

A   marked   increase  in   attendance  has  been   accompanied  by   an 

upward  tendency  in  facilities  for  doing  the  proper  work  of  a  training 

*  school.     We    are    still    in   need    of   greater    accomodations   for    the 

young  ladies,  but  plans  have  been  drawn  for  the  erection  of  a  building 

to  meet  the  demands  made  ujjon  the  school. 
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Each  year  we  eudeuvur  to  improve  uijou  the  previous  year  iu  the 
piolessional  traiuiug-  of  our  graduates.  Such  work  is,  uudoubtediy, 
the  proper  province  of  a  uormal  school,  and  the  preparation  of 
teachers  for  the  common  schools  implies  that  the  science  of  teaching- 
be  supplemented  with  skillful  practice.  We  do  not  accomplish  all 
we  could  wish  in  this  respect,  but  we  believe  that  year  by  year  we 
are  coming  nearer  to  our  ideal. 

The  faculty  of  the  school  for  the  coming  year  has  been  increased 
by  the  election  of  Miss  Imel  (j.  Beach  as  a  teacher  of  instrumental 
music,  and  Miss  Lucy  A.  JjucU,  as  instructor  in  Latin,  Miss  Mary 
0.  Bingham  has  been  chosen  as  secretary,  having  duties  in  the  model 
school.  Mr.  xlrthur  J.  Hogg  has  been  elected  principal  of  the  high 
school  connected  with  the  practice  school  of  the  State  Normal  School. 
Professor  Lyman  S.  Leason  has  directed  the  instruction  in  music 
along  lines  closely  connecting  the  work  in  that  department  witli  the 
teaching  of  music  in  the  public  schools. 

The  direction  of  some  of  the  energies  of  the  school  to  the  subject 
of  instruction  in  agriculture  has  led  to  the  appointment  of  Prof. 
W.  Carl  Cheesemau  as  teacher  in  charge  of  this  work.  It  is  thought 
that  good  working  plans  for  the  preparation  of  teachers  for  such 
work  iu  the  rural  communities  will  result  from  the  pursuit  of  the 
new  course  of  study. 

The  library  work  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Mabel  F.  McCarnes 
has  shown  the  value  of  such  preparation  for  the  proper  care  and  use 
of  the  library  books  and  textbooks  in  the  public  schools.  The  work 
has  been  extend  and  greatly  improved,  and  its  results  in  the 
general  interest  shown  iu  the  use  of  the  library  as  an  instrument 
of  instruction  are  very  marked.  Each  student  is  required  to  keep 
a  loose-leaf  notebook,  in  which  are  entered  not  only  notes  as  taken, 
outlines  made  and  abstracts  written,  but  also  "practice  sheets"  when 
approved.  The  references  on  each  practice  sheet  used  in  a  class 
are  dift'erent,  the  outlines  being  the  same.  The  work  is  varied  each 
term.  Practice  sheets  are  uniform  in  size  and  fitted  to  the  notebooks 
used. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  iu  the  system  of  trans- 
mission pipes  whereby  the  heat  is  distributed  to  the  various  build 
ings.  Other  improvements  are  in  contemplation,  and  will  undoubt- 
edly be  made  in  the  near  future. 
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TWEL FTH  D 1  «TK1CT— EDINBOKO. 


FRANK   E.   BAKER,    Principal. 


The  year  IIJI  Ml*  lui.s  been  a  good  one  in  the  liistoiy  ol'  the  Ediuburu 
t5tale  Nuiiual  t^ehool.  The  atteiidaiice  showed  an  iiiLi-ea«e  ovei-  the 
previous  year,  the  total  eiii-oUiueut  tVtr  the  year  beiug-  331,  all  in  the 
normal  and  all  preparing  to  teaeh  in  the  public  .schools  of  this 
State.  But  the  most  gratifying  feature  of  the  year  was  not  the 
increased  attendance,  but  the  improvement  in  the  scholastic  stand- 
ard. Tile  policy  of  the  faculty  throughout  the  3^ear  has  been  In  pro- 
mote only  those  students  who  are  qualified  to  teach  the  subjects  in 
which  they  were  candidates  for  promotion.  Out  of  eighty-six  can- 
didates in  the  senior  class,  the  faculty  recommended  eighty-one  to 
the  iSfate  Board;  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  candidates  in  the 
middle  class,  the  faculty  reconujiended  ninety-one  to  the  State 
Board  and  of  fourteen  candidates  in  the  third  year  of  the  new  course, 
the  faculty  recommended  thirteen  to  the  State  Board.  That  this 
standard  was  recognized  and  appreciated  by  educators  throughout 
the  Twelfth  Normal  School  District  was  shown  by  the  great  demand 
of  our  graduates.  On  commencement  day  over  three-fourths  of  the 
graduates  had  contracted  for  next  year,  and  at  the  date  of  writing, 
every  member  of  the  class  but  two  has  secured  a  teaching  position. 
These  two  will  pursue  post-graduate  courses  during  the  coming  year. 

The  teaching  force  during  the  year  has  been  of  unsually  high 
(piality  and  the  standard  of  the  work  done  by  it  has  fully  justified 
the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  their  reorganization  of  the 
school  in  the  spring  of  1911.  So  satisfactory  have  been  the  services 
of  these  teachers  that  all  were  engaged  for  the  year  1IJ12  and  ll)i:>, 
with  exception  of  Miss  Ayres  and  Mr.  Foster.  Miss  Elizabeth  E. 
Ayres,  who  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  head  of  the  Department  of 
Physical  Culture  resigned  and  in  her  place  the  Board  has  appointed 
Mr.  Richard  F.  Hayes,  a  graduate  of  the  Normal  School  of  Physical 
Education  at  Battle  Creek,  Michigan.  Mr.  Howard  Foster  resigned 
to  accept  a  position  in  the  high  school  at  Dunmore,  Pa.,  and  the  Board 
elected  Miss  Mildred  Ham,  of  the  Albany  Normal  College  to  do  tlit- 
work  that  had  been  done  by  Mr.  Foster. 

During  tlie  year  the  Board  has  expended  a  large  amount  of  money 
in  material  im{>rovements.  One  of  tlie  most  notable  of  these  im- 
provements is  the  installati(m  of  complele  laboiatory  equipment  for 
individual  work  in  physics.     We  now  have  a  laboratoiy  that  for  com- 
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pleteness  of  equipmeiil  i«  no  I  exeellecl  by  that  of  any  secondary  school 
in  the  State.  About  .Januaiy  1  the  Board  employed  Mr.  George  Frost, 
of  Meadville.  t<>  devote  all  liis  time  to  tlie  development  of  the  i)e}»art- 
ment  of  .Manual  Arts.  The  elTorts  of  Mr.  Frost  were  so  eminently 
successful  llial  no  oilier  department  aroused  so  mn.cli  interest  or  at- 
racted  so  much  alli'n(ion.  At  Connneucement,  the  students  of  this 
department  exhibited  in  the  library  of  the  School  over  one  hundred 
pieces  of  their  Avork,  varying  in  commercal  value  from  five  to  fifty 
didlars  apiece.  Many  educators  and  friends  from  near-by  cities  visitetl 
the  exhibition  and  expressed  much  favorable  comment  on  the  kind 
and  quality  of  the  v^'ork  done.  The  work  accomplished  by  this  de- 
partment was  gratifying  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  that  they  author- 
ized the  expenditure  of  nearly  a  thousand  dollars  for  improvements. 
The  improvements  include  the  installation  of  several  power  machines 
and  such  individual  equipment  as  is  usually  found  in  a  Manual  Train- 
ing Department.  Another  improvement  that  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  students  was  the  placing  of  comfortable  tablet  arm  chairs  in  all 
our  recitation  rooms. 

The  authorities  of  the  school  have  recognized  as  real  the  demand  for 
vocational  education  and  they  believe  that  the  Normal  Schools  should 
meet  this  demand  and  prepare  teachers  who  are  capable  of  instructing 
in  these  branches.  The  development  of  the  Manual  Training  Depart- 
ment is  one  evidence  of  the  intention  of  the  school  to  meet  this 
demand.  During  the  year  we  have  also  instituted  classes  in  sewing 
and  basket  weaving  and  the  Principal  has  been  authorized  by  the 
board  to  investigate  courses  of  study  and  equipment  in  domestic 
science.  This  school  is  in  the  center  of  an  almost  entirely  agricultural 
district.  Eighty  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  go  into  rural  schools.  We 
Itelieve  that  it  is  our  duty  as  a  Kormal  School  to  i)repare  teachers  for 
rural  school  work  and  we  believe  that  rural  teachers  should  have  a 
distinctly  dilferent  training  than  tciijchers  for  city  schools.  To 
this  end  we  are  jdanning  to  introduce  courses  in  agriculture  that 
will  train  the  teacheis  to  educate  the  boys  and  girls  for  the  farm 
instead  of  away  from  the  farm. 

One  of  the  pleasing  features  of  the  j'-ear's  work  was  the  improve- 
metn  in  our  small  but  efficient  practice  school.  Under  the  careful 
supervision  of  Mr.  George  E.  Walk  the  practice  teaching  in  the 
Model  School  has  been  brought  to  a  very  high  standard.  Visiting 
teachers  have  given  great  ])raise  to  the  work  of  our  senior  teachers 
and  the  improvement  in  tliis  department,  no  doubt,  has  had  much  to 
do  with  the  great  demand  tor  our  graduates  in  the  public  schools  of 
this  section. 

In  closing  this  rei)ort,  I  should  like  to  exi)ress  the  hope  that  the 
Normal  Schools  may  come  into  closer  touch  with  their  respective 
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(•()iiniiiitie.s.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge  the  woik  of  all  the  Peun- 
^ylvania  Normal  Schools  by  llie  work  (d"  this  school,  1  slionld  say  that 
ilie  Normal  Sclmols  ba\'e  faili'd  in  ilie  nasi  1o  meet  the  needs  of  their 
eommnnities  to  any  ade([uate  degree.  1  believe  that  they  have  not 
bien  as  socially  efficient  as  State  schools  shonld  be,  nor  do  I  believe 
that  they  have  been  leaders  in  educational  jirogress  to  the  extent 
that  thev  shonld  have  been. 


THIKTEENTH    DISTKICT— CLAIUON. 


HARRY   M.   SHAKER,   riincipal. 

Four  months  after  the  opening  of  the  school  year  a  change  of  prin- 
cipals of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School  occurred,  Principal  J. 
George  Becht  going  to  the  secretai-yship  of  the  Stale  Hoard  of  Edu- 
cation and  the  present  principal  coming  from  membership  in  the 
State  iiurean  of  Professional  Education.  So  well  Avas  the  Normal 
School  organized  and  so  smoothl}'  Avas  it  running  that  the  work  con- 
tinued with  piactically  no  interuption. 

The  growth  of  last  year  has  continued  this  year,  as  figures  given 
under  tabulated  statement  elsewhere  in  this  volume  testify.  Eorm- 
erly  Svminai_y  Hall  had  been  opened  for  dormitory  purposes  onl^^ 
during  the  spring  term.  This  year  it  has  been  necessary  to  open  it 
at  the  beginning  of  the  winter  term. 

Stevens  Hall,  the  dormitory  for  young  men,  A\'as  tilled  to  ovcrtiow- 
iug  and  numbers  of  young  men  Avere  domiciled  outside  the  school  in 
the  toAvn. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  training  school  of  nine  giydes 
A\'as  hxated  in  rooms  Avhich  had  been  equip]>ed  during  the  suumier. 
A\'ith  the  change  of  (juarters  and  additional  equipment  came  larger 
enrollment  so  that  the  m^AV  (juarters  practically  lilled  during  the 
©ntirt!  year.  The  centralization  of  the  training  scho(jl  has  made 
I>ossiI)le  more  thorough  and  more  com])lete  sujtervision  of  the  Avork 
of  practice  teaching  and,  as  a  result,  has  nuule  it  possible  to  gradu- 
ate a  class  more  thoroughly  prepared  tluui  ever  before. 

^Vhile  the  graduating  <-lass  numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  the  re<U'ganization  of  Ihe  training  school  gave  the  members  of 
the  class  such  additional  ojiportunity  for  training  that  they  were 
as  thoroughly  ])repared  as  a  small  class  would  have  been  under  the 
old  conditions.     This  Normal  School  considers  its  best  advertisement 

')0 
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(he  i)r()(luct  lliat  i(  Imus  out.  Heiice,  it  is  (lie  i)Ui'|)(»,se  here  to  bi'ing 
every  possible  iiifliieiice  to  bear  on  tbeiii  so  that  leadiiii^-  power  may 
be  de\'eloi)e<l  in  eaeli  jj;ra(lnale. 

During  tlie  year  a  plan  has  been  worked  ont  by  which  each 
student  is  placed  in  close  touch  with  the  church  of  his  own  faith. 
The  plan  of  co-operation  which  has  been  worked  out  has  established 
conditions  in  such  a  way  that  the  student's  religious  welfare  is  pro- 
moted in  the  way  tliat  his  parents  desire  tluit  it  slionld  be  continued. 
It  has  been  the  }>urpose  to  carry  (Uit  the  wishes  of  the  homes  in  this 
matter. 

Au  attempt  lias  been  made  to  initiate  an  athletic  policy  that  will 
meet  the  needs  of  individual  students  and  that  will  be  strictly  edu- 
cational. While  it  is  to  earl}^  to  to  predict  just  what  the  results  will 
be.  it  can  be  said  that  so  far  the  new  policy  has  been  saisfactory. 
There  have  been  problems  to  meet  and  there  will  be  difficulties  yet 
to  overcome.  There  is  jjrevalent,  however,  a  tirm  conviction  that  the 
new  policy  will  prove  a  decided  advance.  The  following  words  taken 
from  the  catalog  for  the  current  year  explain  the  plan:  "This  Normal 
School  has  viewed  with  grave  concern  the  'spirit  of  the  age'  in  ath- 
letics in  schools  from  the  public  school  to  the  university.  The  policy 
adopted  in  most  institutions  has  resulted  in  the  abnormal  develop- 
ment of  the  physically  strong,  the  ones  who  need  such  development 
least,  and  the  serious  neglect  of  the  physically  weak,  those  who  need 
such  training  most.  The  former  have  undergone  a  process  of  hard, 
grinding  work  and  training,  which  has  almost  elinunated  the  element 
of  play  and  sport.  The  student  v/ho  has  been  weak  or  disinclined 
toward  exercise  has  been  deprived  of  needed  physical  development. 

The  causes  that  have  chietly  helped  in  producing  this  wrong  con- 
dition are  that  athletics  in  schools  has  been  systematized  and  made  a 
business — and  a  very  specialized  business  at  that,  and  that  school 
authorities  everywhere  have  countenanced  and  abetted  this  business 
because  of  its  value  for  advertising.  We  row,  swim,  skate,  ride  and 
bob  sled  with  great  enjoyment  and  profit  to  strong  and  weak  alike, 
and  we  do  not  have  to  compete  with  other  institutions  in  these 
things  to  get  both  enjoyment  and  exercise.  >Vhy  then  need  we  make 
such  a  business  of  competing  with  other  institutions  in  order  to  get 
what  exercise  and  pleasure  we  should  have.  This  school  is  very 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  this  specialized  business  of  strenuous 
school  athletics,  with  its  system  of  overpaid  coaches  and  unseemly 
and  thoroughly  reprehensible  scouring  of  the  country  far  and  wide  to 
induce  the  promising  athlete  to  attend  school  or  college  solely  to 
strengthen  such  school  or  college's  athletics,  should  now  be  opposed 
by  all  educators  who  have  at  heart  the  real  welfare  of  the  student 
body  as  a  whole  and  the  physical  and  mental  progress  of  the  race." 
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This  school  proposes  to  attempt  the  plan  of  dividing  its  students 
into  gTou]is  of  fail  1_\  uniform  physical  fitness  with  the  purpose  that 
these  groups  shall  engage  in  exercise  and  contests  among  tlieniselves. 
Phj'sical  examination  of  students  will  determine  the  nature  of  the 
rort  to  be  attempted  by  them  and  tlie  group  or  groups  with  which 
they  shall  contest.  For  the  strong,  vigorous  student  who  derives 
pleasure  in  undergoing  the  strain  of  heavier  athletics  there  will  be 
no  repression.  i>ut  for  the  student  who  is  not  fitted  for  such  forms 
of  exercise  and  recreation  other  sports  and  exercises  will  be  pro- 
vided. Good  contests  will  be  given  to  promote  exercise  and  play  in 
the  open  air  and  that  form  of  athletics  will  be  substituted  for  indoor 
activities  wherever  it  may  be  possible.  The  great  purpose  will  be  to 
encourage  physical  efticiency  on  the  part  of  every  member  of  the 
student  body. 

The  school  has  reached  the  piunt  where  plays,  sports  and  athletics 
for  girls  are  entirely  limited  to  intergroup  and  interclass  contests 
in  the  school.  No  group  of  girls  eiigages  in  athletic  events  oulside 
the  Normal  School  grounds  and  no  groups  are  im])orted  from  neigh- 
b(uing  towns  in  order  to  provide  contests.  The  school  is  Avorking 
to  the  same  policy  with  respect  to  contests  among  young  men. 

The  following  principles  are  held  as  vital  in  the  arrangement  of 
athletics: 

1.  Medical  and  physical  inspection  of  each  student. 

2.  Individual  treatment  suited  to  the  needs  of  students  who  are  not 
physically  normal. 

3.  The  promise  of  contests  and  games  in  which  all  students  can 
participate. 

4.  Division  of  students  into  groups  according  to  their  ability  and 
needs. 

5.  Group  and  class  contests  rather  than  contests  with  other  schools. 

6.  Consideration  of  the  physical  welfare  of  the  entire  stu<lent  body 
with  special  emphasis  on  the  case  of  the  student  who  needs  develop- 
ment in  order  to  make  him  strong. 

The  change  of  j>olicy  has  deuuinded  greater  facilities  foi-  {)hysical 
training  as  it  has  enlisted  larger  numbers  of  students.  The  athletic 
held  h;is'  been  fenced  and  a  grandstand,  comfortably  seating  a  thou- 
sand peoj)le  has  been  erected.  New  tennis  courts  have  been  con- 
structed. A  system  of  sub-soil  drainage  for  courts  and  held  has  been 
constructed. 

The  3^ear  just  completed  marked  the  twenty-fifth  anniver.^^ary  of 
the  founding  of  tlie  school  and  on  April  12th  anniversary  exercises 
were  held.  There  Avere  historical  addresses  by  members  of  the  fac- 
ulty, who  have  served  longest  in  the  school,  and  by  trustees  and  others 
who  were  connected  with  the  founding  of  the  institution. 
21—0—1912 
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Al  cumiueiiceiiieul  liiuc  a  uiui-e  elaborate  eeiebratiuu  was  held,  wilh 
represLiitatiou  iioni  vvi-ry  j^iadiiaiiug-  elass.  Some  classes  were  repre- 
seuted  by  large  iiuiiibeis  while  some  of  the  earlier  classes  sent  but  u 
!ew  i-eprestntatives.  Jii  may  cases  classmates  who  had  not  met 
for  twenty  or  more  years  again  clasped  hands.  Addresses  were  given 
by  Dr.  John  Uaileiiiie.  Hon.  J.  1>.  i'airick,  lion.  It.  G.  Yingling  and 
Mr.  C.  A.  Anderson,  the  last  named  being  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association. 

'ilie  past  year  has  emphasized  the  need  that  exists  for  the  >.'ormal 
t>chools  to  extend  their  borders,  to  grasp  their  opportunities  for 
further  usefulness,  to  adN  ance  their  lines  in  such  a  way  as  to  make 
them  of  greater  utility  to  the  schools  of  the  State.  The  rural  school 
problem  has  been  ouly  touched,  The  high  school  graduate  is  only 
weakly  attracted  to  the  normals  and  our  relatiouship  to  colleges  and 
schools  of  education  is  not  clearly  outlined. 

The  course  of  study  otters  an  abundant  opportunity  for  de\elop 
nient.  Only  yesterday  a  student  remarked  "1  feel  that  1  am  getting 
a  small  quantity  about  numerous  subjects  but  not  enough  training 
in  a  few  lines."  State  Boards  and  institutions  in  other  states  feel 
the  same  w-ay  about  our  course,  and  our  State  Bureau  of  Professional 
Education  acts  in  accordance  with  the  same  idea. 

So  many  valuable  and  iuteretisng  problems  present  themselves  that 
the  Kormal  School  woik  in  Pennsylvania  olfers  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive fields  for  educational  activity.  The  Clarion  State  Normal 
desires  to  assist  in  every  way  in  the  solution  of  a  few  of  the  problems. 
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REPORTS  OF  DEANS  OF  STATE  SUMMER  SCHOOLS 


MT.  GEETNA    (Lebanon  CoiiiUv)— W.   S.   Steele,  Dean. 


1   have  the  lionor  to  snbniil    tlie  follow  in.ii  In'icl'  i'e|)or(  of  llio  Sum- 
mer School  of  llie  LN'iinsylvaiiiM  CliaulaiKpia  for  lliw  s;'asoii  ot  1912: 

Teachers,    110 

Adults  not   Teacliors 59 

Children 25 


Total 203 

The  faculty  has  been  nnsuallv  strong  and  has  given  general  satis- 
faction to  the  «tndent  body.  The  majority  of  the  teachers  enrolled 
have  expressed  the  desire  and  the  intention  to  retnrn  in  1913. 

Members  of  the  facnlty  and  the  approximate  nnmber  of  students 
enrolled  in  their  classes: 

Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Gowans— 

Composition  and  D(*signing 19 

Handwork 29 

Planning  Drawing  Conrse, 22 

^riss  Lillian  Johnson.  Priinaiy   .Mclliods  — 

Discussion 37 

Observation  Class, 50 

Dr.  Henry  T.  Colestock,  Euro|t(»an  Background  of 

American  History 22 

Dr.  L.  S.  Shimmell— 

U.  S.  History  and  Civics 14 

History  of  Pennsylvania 2 

Methods  in  Arithmetic 4 

Prof.  Charles  Hugenin — 

French, 14 

Dr.  ^'.  W.  Dippell— 

German 1 

Latin 5 

( 3.39 ) 
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Prof.  Francis  Green — 

Keadiug,   23 

Profs.  Green  and  Kile — 

JOnglish  Jjiterature,    50 

Dr.  J.  K.  Street- 
Educational  Psycliology T 

Cliild  Study, 24 

Prof.  G.  A.  BaileA'— 

Botany,   /. 10 

Nature  Study,  18 

Nature  Study  Tramjts,   i>0 

Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker — 

Nature  Study  Tranij»s,   r>0 

Prof.  W.  Hertzog— 

Metliods  in  Geoorapliy  and  Grtinimnr, 21 

High  Scliool  Administration, 4 

Miss  Ella  Yost- 
Vocal  Music,   26 

Miss  Edith  Shaffer- 
Instrumental  Music, 1 


Prof.  B.  W.  Saul- 
Algebra,    9 

Gcometery, 2 

P]"of.  J.  A.  Smyser — 

Zoology,    fi 

Physical  Geography,   2 

Physics, 1 

Agriculture,   4 

Nature  Study  Tramps,   .       ^0 


STATE  COLLEGE— S.  E.  Weber,  Dean. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  brief  report  of  the  Third 
Summer  Session  for  Teachers  held  at  State  College  during  the  six 
weeks  beginning  June  24  and  ending  August  2,  1912.     The  enrollment 
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of  the  session  numbered  :*>1)4  teadiers  and  librarians.  Out  of  this 
number  342  received  credit  for  courses  satisfactorily  completed.  The 
twenty-six  parochial  teachers  in  attendance  last  year  did  not  return 
this  year.  Excluding  them  from  the  count.  Ibis  year's  enrollment  is 
moie  tlian  double  that  of  the  precedino-  year's  enrollment  and  more 
than  three  times  that  of  the  first  session. 

Another  significant  item  of  growth  is  the  increase  in  Ibc  nuinl)er 
of  counties  in  the  State  represented  in  the  various  sessions.  During 
the  first  session  thei'e  were  representatives  here  from  thirty-six  dif- 
ferent counties;  during  the  second,  from  foi-ty-five  counties;  and 
during  the  third  from  fifty-eight  counties.  At  this  rate  of  growth 
the  representation  at  the  next  session  will  ap])roxiniate  all  the  coun- 
ties of  the  State. 

The  following  tabulated  statement  indicates  the  number  of  students 
in  eacii  of  the  ditl'erent  courses: 


Agr.  VA.  A,  ... 
Agr.  Ed.  P.,  . 
Agronomy  A,  . 
Horticulture    A, 


Botany  A, 
Botany  D, 
Botany  F- 


Chemistry  A 

Chemistry  A,   ( lal).) 

Chemistry  B,    

Chemistry  C,    

Chemistry  T>,    


Domestic  Science  A. 
Domestic  Science  V*. 
Domestic    Science    D, 


No. 

Receiving 

No.  Enrolled. 

Credit. 

48 

44 

10 

10 

4 

i 
4 

69 

65 

17 

17 

1 

1 

3 

3 

21 

21 

16 

14 

5 

3 

7 

7 

8 

8 

5 

41 

37 

29 

25 

8 

4 

12 

10 

542  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

No.  Receiving 
No.  Enrolled.       Credit. 

Domestic   Art    P.,    U  12 

Domestic   Art   (\    21  18 

Domestic   Art   D,    27  22 


Education  C, 
Edncation  D, 
Education  E, 
Education  F, 
Education  G, 
Education  H, 
Education   I, 


English  A  am!   !», 

English    G,    

English   E,    

English   F,    

English   G,    


German  A    (beginners 

German  B 

German  (\    

German  D 

German:   E,    


Greek    A, 


111 

91 

22 

20 

17 

13 

12 

10 

4 

4 

27 

17 

40 

32 

55 

38 

177 

134 

21 

18 

28 

19 

12 

10 

19 

19 

13 

10 

88 

73 

81 

21 

11 

8 

o 

3 

5 

5 

7 

6 

57 

43 

History  A- 

History   G, 


4 

0 

7 

8 

8 

4 
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No.  Eeeeiving 
No.  Enrolled.       Credit. 

History   D,    15  5 

History    E G  3 

History   F,    15  11 


Latiu  A, 

Latin  B, 

Latin  C. 

Latin  D, 

Latin  F, 


Library   D, 


Library  Science- 


Manual  Arts  1, 
Manual  Arts  2, 
Manual  Arts  3, 


Mathematics    A,    

Mathematics    B,    

Mathematics    C,    

Mathematics  D,   

Mathematics  E,   

Mathematics  F-    

Plane    Geometry,    .  .  .  .< 


51 

26 

4 

4 

5 

5 

17 

9 

16 

8 

8 

5 

51 

31 

4 

4 

16 

16 

16 

16 

79 

79 

:u 

30 

20 

18 

133 

127 

17 

10 

7 

6 

(] 

6 

y 

9 

4 

2 

9 

8 

5 

.   1 

57 

42 
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Music   A, 
Music  B, 


Physics  A, 
Physics  B, 


Psychology   A, 
Psychology   B, 

Psychology    C, 


Shop   38,    

Shop  411,    

Shop   50,    

Shop   55,    

Shop   78,    

Shop   71),    

Shop    8U,    

Shop   81* 

Shop   8-4'    

Shop   88,    

Mechanical  Drawing;  A, 


Public   Speakiug  A, 


Spanish  A, 
Freach  A, 
French  B, 


No. 

Beceiving 

No.   Enrolled. 

C 

i-edit. 

35 

35 

21 

21 

5G 

5() 

4 

0 

5 

U 

9 

U 

6 

4 

21 

17 

4 

3 

31 

24 

5 

5 

15 

12 

S 

7 

3 

3 

G 

5 

4 

3 

5 

5 

4 

4 

5 

5 

7 

5 

i:5 

12 

75 

6G 

24 

17 

24 

17 

3 

3 

10 

11 

4 

3 

23 

17 

No.  6.  SUMMER  SCHOOLS.  345 

No.  Receiving 
No.  Enrolled.       Credit. 

Zoology  A, G  G 

Zoology   B,    5  4 

Zoology   C    (embryology),    •  3  3 


14 


The  instructional  staff  number  40,  of  whom  31  were  ('Iiosen  from 
the  facility  of  the  college,  the  others  being  selected  from  various 
schools  because  of  some  special  qualification  along  important  lines 
of  instruction.  The  instructors  were  sympathetic,  pains-taking  and 
inspiring.  They  had  many  evidences  that  this  work  was  appreciated 
by  their  pupils. 

The  courses  that  are  meeting  the  most  immediate  need  in  the 
public  school  system  of  the  Commonwealth  are  those  in  agriculture, 
domestic  science  and  art,  public  school  drawing  and  music,  and 
manual  training.  The  number  enrolled  in  each  of  these  groups  of 
courses  during  the  last  session  is  most  gratifying  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  with  further  enlargement  of  the  courses  offered  in  these 
groups  a  still  greater  demand  will  be  met.  With  the  exception  of 
Greek  A  and  Italian  A,  all  the  courses  announced  in  the  bulletin 
were  desired  by  a  sufficient  number  of  students  to  warrant  giving. 

A  factor  which  contributed  largely  to  the  profit  and  enjoyment  of 
the  session  was  the  music  so  ably  conducted  by  Professor  Charles  A. 
Dobson,  of  the  California  State  Normal  School,  assisted  by  Professor 
(Mareiice  C.  Robinson  and  Mrs.  Robinson.  Professor  Robinson's  ren- 
dition of  the  Hiawatha  Cantata  and  the  final  Chorus  given  by  Pro- 
fessor Dobson  were  two  of  the  distinctive  features  of  the  session. 
This  phase  of  the  summer  session  should  not  be  neglected. 

For  future  expansion  of  courses,  I  would  suggest  the  following: 

1.  Popular  lectures  on  chemistry  of  the  chief  industries. 

2.  Advanced  sewing. 

3.  Jieginners'  drawing. 

4.  Applied  design. 

5.  Round  table  conference  uu  school  administration  and  super- 
vision. 

().  Special  Methods  (a)  reading  of  English  classics  in  the  grammar 
grades,  (b)  grammar  and  composition  in  the  grammar  grades. 

7.  Plane  geometry. 

8.  Argumentation. 

9.  Genetic  Psychology. 
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10.  Psyeliology  (»['  the  abnormal  child. 

11.  Human  physiology. 

12.  Physical   geography. 

Tn  closing  I  desire  to  thank  J)r.  Nathan  (\  Schaefl'er,  State  Snj)ei'- 
inlendent  of  Public  Instruction,  toi-  tlie  inleiest  manifested  in  the 
session.  His  co-oi)ei-ati()n  has  coiih-ibnled  largely  to  the  success  of 
the  session.  1  ho])e  that  time  will  bring  a  still  closer  connection  with 
the  Department  of  l*nblic  Instruction,  incorjiorating  some  features 
which  have  j(ro\ed   snccessful   in   other  states. 
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1  00 

6.53 

7.41 

22,556 

30 

83 

30 

89 

861 

083 

590 

316 

42 

1  04 

134 

7.74 

23,085 

41 

64 

32 

52 

876 

131 

610 

422 

42 

1  15 

553 

7.71 

23.2.53 

41 

84 

32 

55 

015 

499 

610 

201 

42 

1  06 

2.53 

7.62 

22,993 

41 

78 

32 

70 

942 

975 

666 

102 

42 

1  29 

822 

7.71 

23,603 

41 

SO 

32 

78 

956 

734 

683 

918 

42 

1  25 

451 

7.63 

24,174 

41 

71 

32 

86 

971 

337 

711 

111 

41 

1  22 

9S3 

7.69 

24,716 

41 

06 

32 

.50 

999 

719 

736 

334 

43 

1  26 

497 

7.75 

25,. 3.58 

41 

68 

32 

73  1 

,-00(i 

990 

729 

892 

41 

1  29 

,818 

8.09 

26,, 878 

41 

62 

32 

66  1 

004 

485 

728 

493 

-{3 

1  32 

455 

S.04 

26,453 

42 

14 

33 

OS  1 

010 

069 

720 

116 

40 

1  34 

981 

8.05 

26,990 

42 

98 

33 

34  1 

,010 

620 

7;;8 

573 

;!9 

1  38 

583 

8.08 

27,6,83 

44 

77 

34 

10  1 

035 

196 

751 

000 

39 

1  45 

966 

7.80 

28,372 

47 

12 

35 

09  1 

.039 

164 

764 

119 

38 

1  54 

395 

8.14 

28,428 

49 

91 

38 

55  1 

04(i 

OSS 

788 

.542 

3S 

1  67 

993 

7.16 

29,193 

51 

3(i 

38 

92  1 

.  061 

406 

784 

144 

38 

1  72 

383 

8.16 

29,249 

52 

82 

39 

47  1 

054 

766 

788 

759 

37 

1  79 

861 

8.20 

29,703 

.59 

66 

45 

92  1 

059 

0(iO 

803 

794 

36 

1  98 

327 

8.22 

30,248 

60 

65 

46 

60  1 

088 

S9S 

841 

887 

37 

2  (16 

019 

8.26 

30,887 

61 

94 

46 

9!)  1 

,1(17 

416 

846 

749 

36 

2  11 

422 

8.3 

31.518 

62 

75 

47 

41  1 

.106 

7S3 

872 

475 

36 

2  21 

152 

8.36 

32,378 

63 

05 

47 

93  1 

,139 

617 

901 

943 

37 

2  33 
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?156,389 

159,554 

164,. "{SO 

164,732, 

188, C4G 

186,841 

193,503 

209,813 

210,752 

211,784 

210,087 

210,134 

223,463 

239,813 

218,521 

307,718 

321,300 

318,451 

429,152 

375,332 

521,345 

533,625 

728,207 

833,784 

723,082 

497,030 

747,297 

865,819 

684,127 

696,478 

700,340 

802,103 

803,344 

802,411 

803,190 

1,207,009 

1,206,204 

1,564,603 

1,560,267 

2,901,116 

4,039,766 

4,432,647 

4,439,752 

4.389,029 

4..'?91,574 

4,637,585, 

4,622,822 

5,291,154 

4,355,601 

4,658,210 

4,597,616 

4,576,413 

4,483,153 

4,525,545 

4, 532,. 5.39 

6,108,203 

6,254,506 

6,043.814 

8,097,747 
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82  6, 
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70  5, 
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71 
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6, 

7, 
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7. 
8, 
8, 
9, 
9 
9, 
07  10, 
98  10, 
93  10, 
04  12. 
43  17, 
83  13 
32  14, 
51  15, 
67  16, 
75  19, 
32  20, 
91  21. 
57  22 
19  22 


167,119  32 
401,300  15 
,603  844  15 
180,143  07 
009,4.37  00 
,039,084  06 
015,785  20 
,108,487  33 
,965,164  91 
980,473  26 
143.348  20 
438.640  37 
013.057  33 
616,285  23 
016,919  12 
,438,946  66 
731,049  86 
016,801  73 
229,024  68 
,543,985  23 
787,883  95 
983,004  90 
003,443  31 
627,943  56 
289,646  25 
923,874  62 
818,594  36 
031,779  70 
452,902  28 
676,545  57 
313,832  62 
519,927  78 
672,185  29 
946,949  23 
134.701  52 
869,505  56 
923.622  43 
061.137  02 
187,893  .57 
,770.101  02 
.677,.=i82  67 
598,542  71 
926,162  78 
,351,011  31 
.275,229  60 
078,540  87 
500,962  67 
887,613  25 
687,415  SO 
781,. 589  84 
,085.707  91 
866,554  00 
981,970  73 
7.56,672  21 
114,954  97 
758,275  04 
019,917  25 
172.202  15 
,537,751  98 


5.50 
5.72 
5.71 
5.43 
5.43 
3.55 
4.75 
4.00 
5.00 
5.89 
6.. 56 
7.25 
7.53 
7.63 
7.76 
7.71 
7.27 
7.50 
7.55, 
6.33 
6.27 
5.96 
5.42 
5.08 
5.04 
5.08 
5.39 
5.09 
6.00 
6.14 
6.16 
5.94 
7.64 
6.19 
5.88 
5.96 
5.86 
4.-54 
4.40 
4.52 
4.99 
4.83 
3.14 
3.78 
5.12 
5.18 
5.23 
5.51 
5.85 
C.29 
6.65 
6.85 
6.77 
7.01 
7.14 
6.89 
7.43 


$l,127,9f.'2  61 
3.25  1,371,700  14 
1,534,732  32 
1,5.54,780  64 
1,621,370  00 
1,639,383  20 
1,783,114  48 
1,756,307  38 
1,797,347  36 
2.016,310  17 
2,318,069  18 
2,801,759  31 
3,489,237  31 
4,. 314. 028  52 
5,068,316  72 
5,684,977  21 
6,023,451  64 
5,438.6.56  29 
6,671,949  93 
6,808,917  69 
7,247,263  63 
6,918,811  03 
6,623,273  00 
6,229,714  ,59 
6,282,110  78 
5,8.59,009  06 
6,499,120  91 
6,686,2.56  93 
7,365,217  19 
7,623,678  37 
8,095,942  18 
8,105,866  .59 
8,845,087  22 
8,836,053:  35 
9,008,8.52  33 
9,581,095  75 
8,450,909  25 
3.47  10,820,029  55 

2.74  10,289,197  07 
3.20  11,131,332  03 

2.75  12,053,899  69 
2.88  12,424,198  47 
2.88  13,5.i.S,246  38 
1.64  13,276,'>78  00 
2.58  13,992,387  .52 
2.64  15,224,091  77 
2.77  10,314.489  32 
2.88  20,786,9.54  07 
2.95  17,781,589  84 

l..')2  18,860,273  03 
1.49  21,480,604  98 
1.60  23,196,386  38 
1.63  23,918,787  47 
1.31  26,278,511  84 
1.47  29,374,551  86 
1.54  30,264,947  54 
1.35  33,548.310  34 

1.05  34,518,976  97 


3.50 
3.46 
3.17 
3.25 
5.40 
3.47 
3.03 
3.27 
3.63 
4.53 
5.04 
5.51 
6.. 30 
5.39 
6.58 
5.06 
4.30 
5.02 
5.14 
3.89 
3.75 
2.30 
3.12 
2,90 
3.21 
4.26 
3.61 
3.61 
3.50 
3.55 
4.34 
3.34 
3.13 
3.34 
3.22 


!^256,735  92  

266,198  76  .$1.041,. 571  19 
322,125  37  1,145,730  22 


444,285  56 

454,343  53 

531,413  85 

448,426  28 

496,124  67 

305,706  90 

394,767  35 

488,517  09 

374,4.^:)0  97 

596,669  09 

985.237  31 

1,357,726  99 

1,104,860  21 

2,-560,1.37  42 

3,006,194  41 

2,-536,637  39 

1,477,949  93 

1,600,131  62 

1,722,103  54 

1,245,387  23 

961,915  02 

877,-582  06 

878,808  93 

809,896  51 

1,067,471  34 

1,139,355  44 

1,431,670  68 

1,405,536  81 

1,566,323  91 

1,537,565  15 

1,461,673  43 

1,642,961  33 

1,799,121  10 

2,131,095  75 

2,S92,f>07  68 

2,. 378, 780  77 

2,979,271  21 

2,834,091  22 

3,182,749  40 

3,297,416  67 

3,296,294  14 

2,933,843  2? 

2,730,897  04 

3,0611,523  90 

3,394,-531  34 

3,186,783  18 

3,647,771  24 


1,137,3.57  92 
1,235,922  65 
1,407,159  3o 
1.442,171  70 
1,436,063  00 
1,367,181  38 
1,698,040  01 
1,008,664  01 
1,900,777  83 
2,211,521  70 
2,482,512  63 
2,019,169  93 
2,819,444  00 
3,010,690  33 
3,1183,418  86 
3,221,121  78 
2,424,970  91 
3.596,004  47 
3,755,309  66 
3,826,987  12 
3,824,728  SO 
3,651,883  00 
3.,  .544, 552  72 
3,606,911  82 
3,673,225  S3 
3,830,079  52 
5,005,658  50 
4,282,191  12 
4,447,618  69 
4,582,374  25 
4,673,324  30 
5,044.385  15 
5,240,826  22 
5,438,587  21 
4,694,332  84 
6,038,019  91 
6,672,850  02 
6,995,022  56 
7,206,202  88 
7,460,547  01 
7,839,216  45 
8,020,390  81 
8,3.58,092  99 
8,772,506  65 
8,874,295  97 
9,. 302, 405  95 
9,950,491  38 


3,675,240  30  10,303,035  43 
4,581,273  53  11,237,161  96 
4,730,329  65  11,858,661  36 
4,. 306, 677  81  12,402,096  68 
4,764,-532  57  13,900,:3)t;5  40 
6,0-39,450  00  14,643,935  51 
5,993„S86  51  15,293,136  04 
6,525,256  61  16,096,601  90 
6,033,441  20  16,507,759  53 


$110 

240 

172 

162 

167 

209 

22-3 

2.32 

250 

390 

410 
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2,504, 
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4,016. 

4,104, 
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4,402, 

4,714, 

4,819, 

5,182, 

5,386, 

6,118, 

6,493, 

6,831, 

7,195. 

7,4.56. 

9,023, 

8,859, 

10.275, 

12,726, 


,383  96 

,615  29 

,572  92 

,670  98 

,721  07 

,950  28 

.497  .39 

,3-37  31 

,-566  52 

,227  30 

346  26 

317  61 

,087  21 

.217  88 

,624  05 

,713  82 

275  48 

,7-38  96 

,111  73 

,651  94 

,341  60 

,833  88 

,470  46 

,494  11 

297  20 

365  92 

224  99 

912  96 

849  50 

706  63 

505  OS 

667  28 

481  66 

364  51 

880  71 

050  93 

690  06 

780  77 

968  49 

038  74 

622  13 
808  96 
615  52 
817  03 
261  43 
192  82 
126  03 
928  92 
212  07 
444  34 

623  31 
798  48 
515  70 
741  63 
761  77 
567  59 
352  .«9 
015  94 
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Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  Sihool  Year  End- 

.    lug  July  1,    1912. 


Allegheny,    $1 14  88 

Delaware,     113  ys 

Elk,    94  49 

McKean,     84  52 

Lackawanna 80  29 

Luzerne 78  90 

Chester, 76  36 

Potter,     73  24 

Beaver,   73  06 

Warren,    72  76 

Montgomery 72  43 

Westmoreland,    72  12 

Cambria,    71  18 

Schuylkill, 70  66 

Susquehanna,    69  70 

Fayette,    69  04 

Washington 67  90 

Bucks,     67  13 

Blair,     66  75 

Cameron,    66  43 

Lancaster,    65  73 

Carbon,   64  76 

Northampton,    64  65 

Dauphin,    63  78 

Bradford,    63  78 

Erie,    ' 63  61 

Venango,    63  25 

Tioga,    63  04 

Northumberland,    62  57 

Wayne,    62  26 

Lehigh,     62  08 

Armstrong 61  38 

Jefferson, 60  75 

Lawrence,    60  20 

Forest 59  85 

Wyoming,    59  71 

Colum  bia • 59  65 

Crawford,     59  34 

Clinton,    59  30 

Clarion, 58  68 

Cumberland,    58  37 

Greene,   58  30 

Centre,    58  09 

Butler,    57  86 

Mercer,    57  71 

Clearfield,    57  10 

Lebanon,    57  00 

Mifflin,    56  44 

Somerset,    56  41 

Lycoming,    56  05 
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„     ,  54  79 

York,     .^  g^ 

Berks,   ^ 

,    ,.  54  36 

^.f^f'^^ 5360 

TT' 5338 

r'^,"^^"^ 5322 

S""^^^°'     63  07 

jj^^T^'  •, ::::::::  5292 

Huntingdon,    ^^  „^ 

^^^'''^ 52  24 

y^' ::::  5202 

p^ :::::;;:;::::;:::::::::;:;::::::::: 

^,'    61  13 

^'°^r 4987 

f^f; ....  4968 

i"^;^'^ • ; 4430 

Fulton,    


Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  July  1,  1912. 


,„     .  $61  02 

Allegheny ^^^  ^^ 

Washington,    ;; 

^  ,  54  73 

Delaware,     

Westmoreland,    

^   ^,      ,,  .,,                                                                                         51  67 

bchuylkill,    

„                                                                                                                    61  oO 

Greene,    ,  ^. 

„        , .                                                                                        ol  5b 

^.r      '    5079 

f^' • ;:: 5070 

"f""'^'' 5049 

TT'  ••; 5040 

Montgomery 

r-v  1  OO      o" 

Bucks 

50  25 
Northampton 

^,  ,.  50  20 

McKean,    

^      .    .  50  10 

Cambria 

50  00 

Lancaster,    

,      ,  49  98 

Lackawanna 

49  62 

Luzerne,  

„  '  48  59 

Forest, 

48  33 

Mercer,    

„  48  19 

Venango,    

Sullivan,    ^^  ^''^ 

48  06 

Lawrence,    

Blair 4««5 

Chester,    ''  '' 

Northumberland,   

47  68 

Erie 

Cumberland • ^^  ^^ 

Warren,    ^'^  56 
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Bradford,    47  51 

Wayne,    47  42 

Columbia 47  33 

Indiana,    47  27 

Crawford,  47  07 

Clinton, 47  07 

Union 47  05 

Montour,    46  98 

Dauphin 46  93 

Butler 46  91 

Carbon 46  61 

Franklin,   46  57 

Jefferson,    46  57 

Somerset,  46  52 

Lebanon 46  50 

Susquehanna,    46  50 

York 46  38 

Wyoming,    46  36 

Monroe,     46  35 

Armstrong,    46  31 

Berks,   46  22 

Potter,    46  11 

Adams,    46  03 

Tioga,    45  95 

Lycoming,    45  74 

Centre,    45  60 

Cameron,    45  56 

Clarion 45  37 

Bedford,    45  35 

Clearfield,    45  28 

Huntingdon,    45  09 

Perry,   44  94 

Mifflin,    44  76 

Pike,    44  46 

Juniata, 44  25 

Snyder 43  91 

Fulton,    43  11 


Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  the  S<:hool  Year 

Ending  July  1.  1912. 


Allegheny,    9 .  52 

Lackawanna 9.48 

Delaware,     9.45 

Montgomery,  9-36 

Luzerne,   9.01 

Schuylkill,   « .  91 

Dauphin 8.89 

Northampton,    ■ 8 .  89 
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Bucks,     8 .  81 

Chester,    8.74 

Northumberland,   8.66 

Carbon,    8.6 

Erie 8.58 

Lehigh 8 .  56 

McKean,  8.51 

Blair 8.3 

Berks,   8.28 

Elk 8.25 

Beaver,   8.24 

Lawrence,    8 .  21 

Westmoreland 8.19 

Washington 8.15 

Warren,    8.06 

Venango,    . . .  ♦ 8 .  00 

Mercer 7.97 

Cambria 7.97 

Fayette 7.94 

Lebanon 7.94 

Lancaster 7 .  90 

Bradford,   7.90 

Lycoming 7.89 

Forest 7.83 

Columbia,    7 .  80 

Cumberland,    7.77 

Clinton,     7.77 

Potter 7.77 

Montour,     7.77 

Mifflin,    7.74 

Crawford 7.73 

York,  7.73 

Wyoming 7.66 

Tioga,    7.63 

Butler,    7.62 

Cameron,    7.62 

Monroe,    7.57 

.Tefferson, 7.56 

Pike,    7.54 

Clearfield,    7.50 

Armstrong,    7.50 

Susquehanna,    7 .  44 

Wayne,   7.43 

Franklin,    7.43 

Centre,    7 .  42 

Somerset,     7.33 

Indiana 7.29 

Perry 7.26 

Huntingdon,    7 .  26 

Clarion 7.25 

Adams 7.24 
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Union,     7.24 

Sullivan 7.17 

Greene,   7.16 

Snyder,  7.15 

Juniata,    7.11 

Bedford 7.11 

Fulton 7.04 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OE  SCH(X)LS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX,  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE,  TEN  AND  ELEVEN 
MONTHS  RESPECTIVELY   FOR  THE   SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY   1 


County. 

d 

> 

a 
H 

til 

.id 

o 

Adams 

Allcglieuy 

Armstrong,     . .  .  . 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks ,     

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria ,     

Cameron,      

Carbon ,     

Centre,    

Cliester,      

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland, 

Dauphin 

Delaware,     

Elk 

Erie ,      

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Creene 

Huntingdon, 

Indiana 

Jeffersun ,      

Juniata 

Lackawanna, 
Lancaster,      .  .  .  . 

Lawrence,     

Lebanon,     

Leliigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

McKean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery, 

Montour 

Northampton, 
Northumberland, 

Porrv,     

Piko 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna, 

Tioga 

Union,     

Venango.     

Warren,      

Washington,     .  .  . 

Wayne 

Westmoreland,     . 

Wyoming,     

York 

Total,     .. 


16 

16 

174 

206 

2,100 

1,460 

261 

36 

3 ,  935 

00 

7 

oo;; 

4(10 

248 

42 

145 

435 

31 

301 

0 

402 

31 

433 

872 

306 

88 

146 

540 

116 

62 

265 

443 

7G 

173 

92 

47 

388 

O.S 

56 

244 

393 

248 

178 

334 

760 

40 

24 

64 

164 

30 

50 

244 

50 

33 

229 

312 

is 

248 

256 

552 

19 

32 

226 

lO.-? 

189 

283 

575 

S5 

40 

98 

103 

103 

17 

170 

290 

125 

76 

200 

401 

84 

52 

174 

310 

421 

76 

116 

613 

08 

397 

495 

72 

1.54 

10 

236 

346 

161 

124 

031 

164 

472 

183 

819 

75 

18 

93 

82 

20 

279 

381 

4 

77 

81 

29 

225 

254 

24 

23 

184 

33     264 

39 

35 

317 

.301 

60 

85 

227 

372 

12 

100 

112 

fifiO 

32.3 

46 

52 

1,081 

157 

71 

85 

494 

807 

196 

58 

118 

372 

117 

75 

136 

328 

isf! 

104 

53 

151 

494 

222 

006 

102 

192 

1,442 

153 

74 

199 

426 

174 

120 

21 

315 

175 

68 

200 

443 

36 

31 

92 

159 

40 

9 

107 

156 

417 

100 

72 

75 

763 

31 

49 

80 

218 

154 

95 

103 

570 

122 

245 

20 

141 

528 

7 

28 

150 

185 
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16 

38 

63 

27 

78 

116 

221 

170 

160 

58 

162 

930 
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116 

128 

24 

81 

325 

430 
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70 
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41 

36 

204  ,  .. 

281 

61 

76 

180 

317 

17 

81 

98 

1-in 

80 

140 

360 

110 

110 

98 

318 

300 

301 

ISO 

700 

87 

23 

185 

245 

384 

528 

183 

1,095 

28 

29 

77 

134 

204 

113 

403 

720 

4 ,  ,5.'')  8 

10,611 

5,255 

10,618 

18  31,152 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX,  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE,  TEN  AND  ELEVEN 
MONTHS  RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  1, 
1912. 


Connty. 


«. 

J3 

<h 

bo 

> 

H 

^ 

~ 

V. 

W. 

1.  Adams 

2.  Allegheny 

3.  Armstrong,     . .  .  . 

4.  Beaver 

.'3.  Bedford,      

6.  Berks 

7.  Blair 

8.  Bradford 

9.  Bucks 

10.  Butler,    

11.  Cambria 

12.  Cameron 

13.  Carbon 

14.  Centre,   

15.  Chester,    

16.  Clarion 

17.  Clearfleia,     

18.  Clinton 

19.  Columbia,     

20.  Crawford,     

21.  Cumberland,     ... 

22.  Dauphin 

23.  Delaware,     

24.  Elk,     

25.  Erie,     

26.  Fayette,     

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin 

29.  Fulton 

30.  Greene,     

31.  Huntingdon,     .  .  . 

32.  Indiana 

33.  Jefferson 

34.  Juniata,      

35.  Lackawanna, 

36.  Lancaster 

37.  Lawrence 

38.  Lebanon 

.39.  Lehigh 

40.  Luzerne,   

41.  Lycoming,    

42.  McKean 

43.  Mercer 

44.  Miffiln,      

45.  Monroe,    

46.  Montgomery,    . . . 

47.  Montour,     

48.  Northampton,     .. 

49.  Northumberland, 

50.  Perry 

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter 

53.  Schuylkill 

54.  Snyder 

55.  Somerset,      

56.  Sullivan,     .  .^  .  . . 

57.  Susquehanna;     . . 

58.  Tioga,     

59.  Union 

60.  Venango 

61.  Warren,    

G2.  Washington,     ..  . 

63.  Wayne,     

64.  Westmoreland,     . 

65.  Wyoming,     

66.  York,    

Total ,     .  . 


2 

4 

28 

13 

75 

24 

6 

7 

3 

35 

13 

12 

28 

4 

34 

11 

7 

42 

4 

7 

16 

9 

13 

32 

28 

9 

5 

3 

13 

40 

4 

22 

35 

4 

4 

12 

4 

8 

3 

5 

27 

25 

48 

o 

7 

27 

2 

16 

31 

3 

6 

20 

6 

4 

22 

5 

14 

39 

5 

8 

20 

12 

6 

21 

36 

3 

9 

1 

8 

16 

13 

5 

21 

16 

7 

2 

2 

2 

l.'i 

1 

11 

3 

24 

1 

4 

37 

2 

3 

37 

2 

7 

25 

2 

15 

16 

11 

10 

4 

14 

42 

4 

7 

15 

5 

6 

11 

7 

4 

11 

37 

14 

19 

4 

8 

40 

9 

11 

2 

9 

8 

30 

2 

3 

9 

3 

2 

14 

18 

23 

12 

10 

1 

m 

7 

15 

9 

8 

2 

8 

6 

21 

1 

.T 

24 

3 

3 

6 

3 

11 

16 

11 

29 

7 

18 

1 

1 

15 

1 

S 

36 

1 

3 

8 

4 

9 

29 

7 

12 

20 

2 

13 

5 

8 

18 

4 

16 

11 

14 

32 

21 

4 

4 

22 

15 

29 

20 

4 

5 

14 

4 

25 

41 

34 
118 
45 
53 
39 
61 
27 
54 
49 
56 
61 

8 
24 
35 
74 
36 
49 
29 
32 
58 
33 
39 
43 
13 
37 
42 

9 
19 
12 
27 
47 
42 
34 
17 
40 
61 
26 
22 
25 
74 
52 
22 
47 
14 
19 
63 
11 
39 
37 
30 
12 
30 
67 
17 
45 
13 
42 
39 
15 
31 
31 
67 
SO 
64 
23 
70 
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DISTRIBUTION   OF   STATE   AID   TO   NORMAL   SCHOOL   STUDENTS   FOR 
THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY,  1912. 


Districts. 

I.ooation. 

Amount. 

First      

$-10,947  00 
27,507  00 

Tliird 

25  900  50 

Fourtli ,      

22,1.'1.T  50 

Filth                                                      

'>!  ''SS  50 

Sixtii 

26,317  50 

15,210  00 

Eiglitli,    

16,771  50 

Ninth 

IiulUma 

44,100  00 

Tenth       .    .                

21  289  50 

29,986  .50 

Twelfth       : 

16,737  00 

Thirteeuth      

25,111  50 

Total 

$339,303  00 

NOTE. — The  araouiits  given   paid   the  tuition  of  the  students  in   full,    the  State  thus  furnishing 
free   tuition   tu  all   persons  desiring  to  prepare   themselves   for  leaching  in  the  public   schools. 


CORNPLANTEK  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  school  year  ending  July,  1912,  for 
tlie  Coruplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  xVllegheny  river  in 
Warren  county,  as  certified  to  by  0.  S.  Knapj),  superintendent  of 
school  of  Warren  county,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly,  approved  April 
10,  1905,  and  amended  June  13,  1911. 


Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year,  |13  40 

State  appropriation,    GOO  00 

Tuition  from  Elk  and  Corydon  townships,   70  50 

Total,     $083  90 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's   salary,    $400  00 

Coal,    72  39 

Wood,    30  50 

Hauling   coal 17  00 

Labor,    19  25 

Tuition  to  Corydon  high  school, -.  7  50 
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Supplies,   44  39 

Books,    8  75 

Plumbing  and  incidentals,  15  GO 

Total, 1615  38 

Balance  on  hand, $68  52 


Number  of  Indian  pupils  enrolled,   15 

Number  of  White  i>upils  enrolled,   7 

Number  of  pupils  in  attendance  during  last  month, ^ 20 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term, 85 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  last  month ,  87 

Cost  per  month  per  pui)il,  |3  50 


One  pupil  will  attend  the  Corydon  high  school  this  year,  another 
will  attend  the  high  school  of  the  Salamanca  Reservation,  N.  Y,,  and 
another  expects  to  attend  the  Warren  high  school. 

The  teacher  for  the  coming  year.  Miss  Lucia  Brown  of  Corydon,  Pa., 
expects  to  do  considerable  work  in  sewing,  cooking,  and  manual  train- 
ing. She  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  needs  of  the  Indians  as 
Corydon  joins  the  Keservation. 

C.  S.  Knapp,  Supt.  of  Warren  Co. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  COUNCIL. 

(Authorized  by  Act  of  June  26,   lS9o.  P.  Ia  327.) 

Members  Ex-offieio — Governor  John  K.  Tener,  President;  Attorney-General 
John  C.  Bell;  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
Secretary. 

Edgar  F.  Smith,  Philadelphia. 

J.  D.  Moffat,  Washington,  Washington  County. 

Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  Philadelphia. 

Edwin  E.  Sparks,  State  College,  Centre  County. 

Edward  Morrell,  Philadelphia. 

Samuel  B.  McCormick,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny  County. 

J.  H.  Harris,  Lewisburg,   Union  County. 

Henry  S.  Drinker,  South  Bethlehem,  Northampton  County. 

H.  H.  Apple,  Lancaster,  Lancaster  County. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


MEMBERS. 


OFFICERS. 


Martin    G.    Brumbaugh Philadelphia.     Nathan  C.   ScbaeEfer President. 

David    B.    Oliver Pittsb^m.     ^     ,^     ^  Harrisburg,    Ph. 

David     B.     Oliver Vire-president. 

George     M.     Philips West     Chester.  Pittsburg,     Pa. 

Jo'^n    S.    Rilling Erie.     ■'■     «-^e     Becbt_  ^^.  ^.  .  ^^_ Secretary. 

William    Lauder Riddle siiirg.     h.  C.  Klchards Consulting   .-irchitert , 


James  M.  Coughlin Wilkes-Barn 

Nathau  C.  SchaeCfer,   Ex-OfflHo. 


Philadelphia.    Pa. 

MI.<!S  Edna  .M.  Kugler Stenograyher. 

Tlanisburtf,    Pa. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 

Principal. 

PostoflBce. 

First,   

George  M.   Philips. 

Second,     

P.  M.  Harbold,  

A.  O.  Rothermel,  

E.  L.  Kemp,  

Third,    

Kutztown. 

E.  Stroudsburg. 

Fourth.      

Fifth,  

Andrew  Thomas  Smith, 

Sixth. 

D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  ._.  . 

Bloomsburg. 
Shippensburg. 

SeA'-enth,  

Samuel  A.  Martin, 

Eighth. 

George  P.  Singer,  .  . 

Ninth. 

James  E.  Ament. 

Tenth.   

W.  S.  Hertzog 

Eleventh 

Albert  E.  Maltby. 

Slippery  Rock. 

Twelfth,   

Frank  E.  Baker,  _. 

Thirteenth 

Harry  M.  Shafer,  ...""_ 

Olarion, 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

DECEMBER  15,  1912. 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER. 


Deputy  Superintendents. 
A.  D.  Glenn  and  Reed  B.  Teitrick. 


High  School  Inspectors. 
C  D.  Koch,         Thomas  S.  March,  W.  M.  Denison,         James  G.  Pentz. 


Expert  Assistants, 
h.  H.  Dennis,  Agricultural  Education,  MlLl^ARD  B.  KiNG,   Industrial  Education, 

Miss  Rose  M.  Fetterolf,  Tirawing. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
R.  M,  McNEAL,  Financial  Clerk-  U.  G.  Fry,  Statistical  Clerk 

H.  H.  FlEISHER,  Recording  Clerk-  J-  O.  KnauSS,  Messenger. 


Stenographers  and  Typewriters. 

Miss  Mary  Y.  McRevnolds,  Miss  Fdith  L.  Breitinger, 

Miss  Ethel  K.  Baldwin. 


Bureau  of  Professional  Education. 
John  IvOMAN,  Examiner. 

A.  Davis  Jackson,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor. 
C.  C.  Johnson,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor. 
Miss  Emma  S.  L/ONGACRE,  Stenographer. 


BUREAU  OF  MEDICAL  EDUCATION  AND  LICENSURE. 

MEMBERS   EX-OFFICIO.  PRESIDENT. 

Dr.    Nathan    C.    Schaeffer, Harrlshurg.  John  .M.   Baldy,    M.   D Philadelphia.   Pa. 

Dr.    Samuel    G.     Dixon Harrishurg.  2219    Delancey    Street. 

MEMBERS     BY     APPOINTMEfSfT.  SECRETARY    AND   TRBASUKEU. 

JohH   M.    Baldy,    M.    D. , Philadelphia.  Nathan  C.   Schaeffer Harrishurg ,   Pa. 

Daniel    P.    Maddux,     M.    D. , Chester.  Department  of  Public  Instiucition. 

William  Alvah   Stewart,    M.    D fittstitrth. 

Calvin  R.  Johnstonbaugh,    .M.   D Bptfilchem. 

Adolph    Koenig,    M.    D Pittshurgh. 
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County. 


Name. 

(Commission  expires  June, 

1914). 


Adams,   H.  Milton  Roth,  

Allegheny,    Samuel  Hamilton,   

Armstrong, W.  A.  Patton,  

Beaver,  David  O.  Locke,  

Bedford.  1  Victor  E.  P.  Barkman, 


Eli  M.   Rapp,. 

T.  S.  Davis.  

Herbert  S.  Putnam, 

J.  H.  Hoffman,  

Prank  A.  McOlung, 

M.  S.  Bentz,   

O.  E.  Plasterer,   

James  J.  Bevan,   __. 

Centre,   j  David  0.  Etters.  ... 

Chester,   !  George   W.  Moore,   . 

Clarion.   |  N.  E.  Heeter, 

Olearfiold. 

Clinton,   . 

Columbia, 

Crawford, 


Berks, 

Blair,  

Bradford, 
Bucks,   -_- 
Butler,    - 
Cambria, 
Cameron, 
Carbon, 


Wm.  E.  Tobias,  

Ira  N.  McCloskey,   ... 

Wm.  W.  Evans,  

P.  D.  Blair,  

Cumberland,  j  J.  Kelso  Green,  

Dauphin.    H.  V.  B.  Garver.   

Delaware,    A.  G.  Criswell  Smith, 

Elk,    J.  W.  Sweeney,  

Erie,   I.  H.  Russell,  

Payette,  O.  G.  Lewellyn,    

Forest,    _    J.  0.  Carson,  

Franklin,    L.  E.  Smith,   

Fulton,  B.  C.  Lamberson,  

Greene,    Harry  D.  Freeland,  _. 

Huntingdon.  J.  G.  Dell,  

Indiana.  James  F.  Chapman.   . 

Jefferson.    ;  L.  Mayne  Jones,   

Juniata.    Josiah  H.  Deen,   

Lackawanna.    J.  C.  Taylor,  

Lancaster,    Daniel   Fleisher,    

Lawrence,   W.  LeeGilmore. 

Lebanon,  

Lehigh.  

Luzerne,    

Lycoming,    

McKean.   

Mercer,   

Mifflin.    

Monroe,    

Montgomery,    

Montour.  

Northampton.    ... 

Northumberland . 

Perry,    

Pike.  

Potter.    

Schuylkill.    

Snyder.  

Somerset.    

Sullivan.    

Susquehanna.  

Tioga,  

Union.   

Venango.  

Warren,    

Washington,  

Wayne.   

Westmoreland,    _. 

Wvoming,  

York , 


John  W.  Snoke. 

Alvin  Rupp,   

Frank  P.  Hopper,  

G.  B.  Milnor. 

Chas.  W.  Lillibridge.  _ 

H.  E.  McOonncll,  

James  F.  Wills,  

Frank  Koehler,  

J.  Horace  Landis,   ._ 

Chas.  W.  Derr,   

Geo.  A.  Grim, 

I.  H.  Mauser.   

Daniel  A.  Kline.  

Luclan  Westbrook,  .„ 

R.  O.  Welfling,  

Livingston  Seltzer.  ... 
T.  A.  Stetler,  

D.  W.  Seibert,  

Harry  R.  Henning.  ... 
Geo.  A.  Stearns,  

E.  A.  Retan,  

Wm.  W.  Spigelmyer,  .. 
Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 

C.  S.  Knapp,  

L.  R.  Crumrinc,  

J.  J.  Koehler,  

Robt.  C.  Shaw,  

Frank  H.  Jarvis,  

C.  W.  Stine,   


Gettysburg, 

Wilkinsburg,    

Kittanning.   

Beaver.  

Bedford.  

Reading,    

Altoona,    

Towanda,    

Doylestown,    

Butler, 

Ebensburg,    

Emporium.  

Mauch  Chunk,  ._ 
State  College,  .., 

Ercildoun,    

Clarion,   

Clearfield,    

Lock  Haven.    

Bloomsburg,  

Meadville,    

Carlisle,    

Middletown,    

Media,   

St.    Marys,     

North  East, 

UniontOAvn,    

Tionesta,  

Chambersburg,  . 
McOonnellsburg. 
Waynesburg,    ... 

Huntingdon,   

Indiana,    

Brookville,    

Academia,    

Scranton,    

Lancaster,    

New  Castle,   

Lebanon,  

Allentown,    

Wilkes-Barre,   ... 

Muncy,    

Rmethport.    

Mercer,  

Belleville,   

Stroudsburg.    ... 

Norristown.    

Washiugtonville. 

Nn/'iTpth.     

Sunbury,  

New  Bloomfield. 

Matamoras,  

'"^ondorsriort,    -_. 

Pottsville.    

Middleburg,    

Somerset,    

Dushore,    

Kingsley,    

Mansfield.   

Mifflinburg.    

Franklin. 

Warren,    

Washington,    ... 

Honesdale.    

Greensburg,     

Tunkhannock.  .. 
York,   


$1..5O0 
♦14.000 
2.000 
2,500 
1,774 
2,500 
2,000 
2,500 
2,500 
1,800 
2,500 
1,800 
2,400 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,400 
1  .f^iiii 
3,000 
1,902 
1.750 
2,000 
3,000 
3,O0U 
2,200 
3,500 
1,500 
1,700 
1,000 
1,576 
1,574 
2.200 
2,100 
l.OfiO 
4,000 
3.000 
1,500 
2,000 
2,200 
5,000 
2,500 
2.000 
2,000 
1,500 
1,800 
5,000 
1,500 
2,500 
1,800 
1,940 
1,500 
2,500 
3,500 
1,500 
2,000 
1,500 
2.000 
2.000 
1,200 
2.200 
2,500 
3.000 
1,800 
6,000 
1.915 
2,500 


♦Out  of  this  amount,  Supt.  Hamilton  pays  to  three  assistants,  $8,500. 
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City,    Borough    or 
Township. 


Name. 
(Commission  expires 
June,   1914  ) 


AUentowQ,    

Altoona,    

Ambridge,    

Archbald,    

Ashland,    

Bangor,    

Beaver  Palls,  

Bethlehem 

Braddock,    

Bradford,    

Bristol,  

Butler, 

Carbondale,  _ 

Carlisle,  

Carnegie,  

Chambersburg,   

Charleroi,    

Cheltenham    township, 
(Montgomery  Co). 

Chester,   

Coal  township,    (North- 
umberland Co.) 

Coatesville,  

Columbia,    

Oonnellsville,  

Oonshohoclien,    

Corry,   

Danville,    

Darby.  

Diclison  City,   

DuBois,  

Dunmore,  

Easton,  

Erie,   

Farrell,   

Franklin,    

Greensburg,    

Greenville,   

Hanover,  

Harrisburg,    

Hazletou,    

Hazle    township    (Luz- 
erne Co.) 

Homestead,   

Huntingdon,  

Joannette,    

Johnstown,    

Juniata,  

Kane,    

Lancaster,    

Lansford,    

Latrobe,    

Lebanon,  

Lewistown,    

Lock  Haven,  

Lower  Merion  township, 
(Montgomery  Co.) 

McKeesport,    

McKees  Rocks,  

Mahanoy  Citj',  

Mahanoy    townshij) 
(Schuylkill  Co.) 

Mcadville,    

Middletown,  

Milton. 


Francis  Rnub,  

Henry  H.  Eaish, 

B.  S.  Bayle,  

W.  A.  Kelly,  

T.  E.  Garber,  

John  W.  Gruver,  

Clyde  O.  Green,   

W.  O.  Sampson, 

F.    C.    Steltz,    

E.  E.  Schermerhorn, 

Louise  D.  Baggs,  . 

John  A.  Gibson,  

Thos.  L.  Gilmartin,   -- 

John  C.  Wagner,  

Thos.  J.  George,  

Samuel  Gelwix,  

Thos.    L.    Pollock,    _- 

Wm.  G.  Cleaver,  

Thomas  S.  Cole.  , 

P.  Frank  Brennan,  

Wm.  T.  Gordon,  

H.  W.  Dodd,   

Stanley  P.  Ashe,   

Frank  L.  Cloud,  .— __. 

L.  E.  Cross,  

Daniel  N.  Dieft'enbachei 
Charles  P.  Sweeney,  ___ 

James  P.  Wilson,  

W.  R.  Straughn,   

C.  F.  Hoban,  

W.  W.  Cottingham,  _-. 

H.  C.  Missimer,  

L.  R.  Eckles.     

N.  P.  Kinsley, 

J.  H.  Alleman,  

Grant  B.  Gerberich,  ... 
J.  C.  Carey,  

F.  E.  Downes,  

D.  A.  Harman. 

Joseph  B.  Gabrio, 

W.  S.  Diffenbaugh.  ... 

W.  M.  Rife,  

T.  B.  Shank,   

J.  N.  Adee,  

M.  B.  Wineland,  

Frank  R.  Neild, 

J.  N.  K.  Hickman,  

E.  E.  Kuntz,   

S.  E.  Downs,   

Fred.   W.    Robbins. 

T.  Latimer  Brooks,  ... 
Edward  S.  Ling, 

H.  J.  Wightman ._ 

Joseph  B.  Richey,  

T.  K.  Johnston,   

Wm.  N.  Ehrhart,  

Frank  J.  Noonan,    

Russell  H.  Bellows 

II.  J.  Wickey,  

W.  A.  Wilson 


Allentown,  I    $2,500 

Altoona,  2,400 

Ambridge 2,000 


Archbald, 

Ashland,  

Bangor,    

Beaver  Falls, 
Bethlehem,  ... 

Braddock,  

Bradford,    

Bristol,    

Butler,    

Carbondale,  .. 

Carlisle, 

Carnegie,    

Chambersburg,   


1,500 
1,500 
1,500 
2,600 
2,000 
2.000 
2,000 
1,000 
2,800 
1,800 
1,800 
2,500 
1.200 


Charleroi, •■     1,700 


Elkins  Park, 
Chester,  


2,500 
2,500 


Shamokin, 2,500 

Coatesville, 2.000 

Columbia,  1,600 

Connelisville,  1,800 

Conshohocken, 1,500 

Corry,    1,500 

Danville,   1,400 

Darby,  1,500 

Dickson   City,    1,500 

DuBois, 2,400 

Dunmore,  2,400 

Easton, 2,000 

Erie,  3,600 

Farrell,  • 2,100 

Franklin,  2,000 

Greensburg,  3,000 

Greenville,   2,000 

Hanover,  1,500 

Harrisburg.  3,300 

Hazleton,    3,000 

Hazleton,    2,700 

Homestead,   2.40(1 

Huntingdon,  1,600 

•loannettc,    :  2,000 

Johnstown,    i  3,500 

Juniata,     1,350 

Kane,  1,600 

Lancaster,    2,000 

Lansford,    1.700 

Latrobe,    2,400 

Lebanon 2,500 

Lewistown, 1,600 

Lock  Haven, 1,500 


Ardmore,  

McKeesport,    ... 
McKees   Rooks, 
Mahanoy  City, 

Mahanoy  City, 

Meadville,    

Middletown, 

Milton. 


3,000 
3.300 
2.250 
1,800 

2,400 
2,100 
1,200 
1.800 
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City,    Borough   or 
Township. 


Minersville,  

Monessen,  

Monongahela  City,   

Mount  Carmel, 

Nanticoke,   _.  

New  Brighton,  

New  Oastle,  

New  Kensington,  

Newport  township  (Luz- 
erne Co.) 

Norristown,  

Northampton,    

Oil  City.   

Old  Forge,  

Olyphant,   

Philadelphia,   

Phoenixville,    

Pittsburg,    

Pottstown,    

Pottsville.   

Punxsutawney,   

Radnor  township  (Dela- 
ware Co.) 

Reading,    

Rochester,    

Scranton,    

Shamokin,  _ 

Sharon, 

Shenandoah,  

South  Bethlehem,  

Steelton,   

Sunbury,    

Tamaqua,   

Tarentum,    

Taylor,  ._ 

Throop,    

Titusville,  

Tyrone,    

Uniontown,    

Warren,    

Washington,  

Waynesboro,    

West  Chester,   

West    Mahnnov    town- 
ship, (Schuylkill  Co.) 

Wilkes-Barre,  

Wilkinsburg,  

Williamsport,  

Winton,    

York „ 


Name. 

(Commission  expires 

June,   1914.) 


W.  M.  Yeingst,  

Harry  E.  Gress,  

Renwick  G.  Dean,  .. 

Samuel  H.  Dean,  

Alton  P.  DiflFendafer 

Floyd  Atwell, 

T.  A.  Kimes,  

J.  E.  Hershberger,  „_ 


Postofflce. 


H.  U.  Nyhart, 

Allen  S.  Martin,  

W.  D.  Landis,   

James  J.  Palmer,  ._ 
Francis  R.  Coyne,  .. 
M.  W.  Oummings,  .. 
M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  _. 
Robert  E.  Laramy,  . 
Silvanus  L.  Heeter,  . 

Wm.  W.  Rupert 

E.    R.   Barclay,    

Frank  S.  Jackson,  .. 

George  H.  Wilson,  .. 

Charles  S.  Foos,   

William  S.  Taft 

George  Howell,  

Joseph  Howerth,  

S.  H.  Hadley,  

J.  W.  Cooper,  

Owen  R.  Wilt,  

L.  E.  McGinnes,  

I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger, 

J.  F.  Derr, 

Andrew  D.  Endsley,  . 

Wm.  S.  Robinson. 

John  J.  O'Hara,  

Henry  Pease,  

H.  S.  Fleck,  

Clifford  J.  Scott.  ... 
Robert  T.  Adams,  ... 
Thomas  G.  McCleary, 

J.  H.  Reber, 

Addison  L.  Jones,  __. 


Thomas  A.  Dixon.  . 
James  M.  Conghliu, 
James  L.  A],ison,  _. 

Charles  Lose,  

John  J.  Judge,  

Atreus  Wanner,  


Minersville,   

Monessen,   

Monongahela   City, 

Mount  Carmel, 

Nanticoke,   __. 

New  Brighton, 

New  Castle, 

iNinv  Kensingtcu.   __ 

Glenlyon,  

Norristown 

Siegfried, 

Oil  City,  

Old  Forge, 

Olyphant,  

Philadelphia,   

Phoenixville,    

Pittsburgli,    .     

Pottstown,    

Pottsville,  

Punxsutawney,   

Wayne 

Reading,    

Rochester,    

Scranton,    

Shamokin,    

Sharon,  

Shenandoah,    

South  Bethlehem,  .1 

Steelton,   _ 

Sunbury,    ! 

Tamaqua,  

Tarentum,    

Taylor,  : 

Throop,    

Titusville,  

Tyrone, I 

Uniontown,    

Warren,    

Washington,  

Waynesboro.    

West  Chester,  


T  osjt  Crook .   ._ 
Wilkes-Barre, 
Wilkinsburg, 
Williamsport, 

Winton,    

York.   


1,800 

2,000 
1,800 
1.800 
2,400 
2,233 
2,400 
2.000 

2,000 
2,600 
1,700 
3,000 
1,500 
1,800 
7.500 
2,000 
9,000 
1.600 
2,100 
1.900 

2,600 

4.000 
1,800 
5.000 
2,500 
2.300 
2,000 
1,800 
2,CT0 
2,400 
1.500 
2,400 
1,600 
1,500 
2,250 
1,500 
3,000 
2,250 
2,500 
1,500 
2,500 

1,380 
4,500 
3,000 
2.500 
1,500 
2,400 


40 


624  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


BIENNIAL   KEPORT   OF   THE    COLLEGE   AND    UNIVERSITY 
COUNCIL  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


To  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen:  During  the  last  two  years  the  College  and  University 
Council  acted  on  petitions  for  charter  amendment  from  the  follow- 
ing institutions  of  higher  learning: — 

1.  The  Duquesne  College  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

2.  The  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  Duquesne  College  of  the  Holy  Ghost  asked  for  a  change  of 
its  name  to  Duquesne  University  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  for  the  ad- 
dition of  the  following  words  to  its  charter:  "And  to  establish, 
maintain  and  conduct  courses  of  instruction  and  to  confer  degrees 
in  the  sciences  of  law,  medicine,  dentistry  and  pharmacy." 

After  thorough  investigation  and  careful  consideration  the  request 
was  granted  on  March  30,  1911 ;  and  the  final  decree  of  the  court 
was  made  on  May  2,  1911. 

On  April  17,  1912,  the  College  and  University  Council  voted  in 
favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology of  Pittsburgh  for  "power  to  confer  degrees  in  course,  and 
honorary  degrees,  viz:  Bachelor,  Master,  Doctor  and  Professional 
Degrees  in  pure  and  applied  sciences  and  arts." 

The  petition  set  forth  that  the  amount  of  assets  in  endowments, 
buildings,  buildiug  fund  and  real  estate  was  18,850,000;  that  the 
minimum  number  of  persons  Avhom  it  is  intended  to  employ  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Faculty  in  each  branch  of  education  in  which  the  cor- 
poration shall  have  power  to  confer  degrees  is  six;  that  in  each 
branch  of  education  there  will  be  required  of  the  students  a  course 
of  study  of  four  years,  or  its  equivalent,  and  that  the  condition  of 
admission  to  these  courses  shall  be  high  school  graduation,  or  its 
equivalent.  The  Council  inlerpreted  high  school  graduation  to 
mean  the  completion  of  a  standard  four  year  high  school  course,  and 
to  this  intrepretation  the  Director  of  the  Institute,  Dr.  Hammer- 
schlag,  gave  his  full  and  hearty  assent.  The  final  decree  of  the 
court  was  made  on  April  20,  1912. 

LaSalle  College  and  St.  Joseph's  College  of  Philadelphia,  Irving 
College  (for  women)  at  Mechanicsburg,  and  Lincoln  Universiity 
(colored)  Oxford,  Chester  county,  were  added  to  the  list  of  insti- 
tutions recognized  by  the  Council  as  of  college  rank. 

The  preparation  of  a  list  of  recognized  colleges  in  other  States 
has  been  attended  with  unforseen  difficulties.  So  many  institii- 
tioms  are  held  under  advisement  that  the  publication  of  any  list  of 
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colleges  outside  of  our  own  State  would  be  premature  at  this  time. 
The  fact  that  any  college  is  held  under  advisement  should  not  be 
regarded  as  prejudicial  to  its  claim  for  recognition. 

The  Supreme  Court  admits  to  the  study  of  law,  without  further 
preliminary  examination,  the  graduates  of  the  A.  B.  courses  in 
the  institutions  recognized  by  the  Council  as  of  college  rank. 

The  issue  of  college  certificates  under  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  the  School  Code  has  further  enhanced  the  desirability  of  recogni- 
tion bv  the  Council. 


THE  THOMAS  W.  EVANS  MUSEUM  AND  DENTAL  INSTITUTE. 

By  a  formal  agreement  executed  on  June  15,  1912,  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Thomas  W.  Evans 
Museum  and  Institute  Society,  a  co-opel*ative  affiliation  is  now 
established  between  the  respective  corporations  whereby  the  re- 
sources of  both  will  be  utilized  in  carrying  out  the  intent  and  pur- 
poses expressed  in  the  will  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  W,  Evans,  in 
which  he  directed  that  the  residue  of  his  estate  be  applied  to  the 
creation  of  a  Dental  Educational  Institution  to  be  located  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  Spruce  and  Fortieth  Streets,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  to  be  carried  on  ''As  such  institutions  of  learning 
are  now  conducted  in  Philadelphia  and  not  inferior  to  any  already 
established."  Plans  for  the  new  Dental  Institute  which  will  house 
the  school  of  Dentistry  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  have  been 
completed,  and  as  the  work  of  construction  will  begin  at  once,  it 
is  expected  that  the  new  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the 
session  beginning  October  1,  1913. 

The  projected  building  now  under  construction  will  cost  not  less 
than  one-half  million  dollars.  The  endowment  will  be  upward  of  one 
million  dollars. 

In  the  scheme  of  educational  work  of  the  Institute,  provision  has 
been  made  for  undergraduate  training  for  the  dental  degree  as  re- 
quired for  legal  qualification  for  the  pi-actice  of  dentistry,  post- 
graduate instruction  on  the  elective  system,  and  opportunities  and 
facilities  or  scientific  research  in  dental  subjects. 

In  consequence  of  the  affiliated  interests  of  the  two  institutions, 
the  students  of  the  Evans  Institute  will  be  accorded  all  of  the  ad- 
vantages and  university  relationships  now  enjoyed  by  students  of 
the  dental  School  of  the  University,  including  the  resources  of  the 
University  for  furnishing  instruction  in  the  fundamental  medical 
and  dental  departments,  its  social,  educational  and  athletic  ad- 
vantages. 

The   students   of   the    Dental    School    of    the   University   will,    in 
return  for  these  concessions,  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the  new  build- 
40—6—1912 
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ing  which  will  be  erected  by  the  Evans  Institute  Society,  and  its 
material  resources  for  the  conduct,  maintenance  and  improvememt 
of  the  same. 

It  is  also  a  matter  of  interest  to  note  that  the  University  of  Pitts-, 
burgh  iu  June  dedicated  a  new  building  for  its  dental  school,  and 
that  this  building  has  been  splendidly  equipped  for  its  work.  It  is 
a  matter  of  sincere  congratulation  that  the  needs  of  the  dental  pro- 
fession are  cared  for  both  in  the  Eastern  and  the  Western  parts 
of  the  State  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  The  progress  made 
in  this  profession  in  recent  years  is  remarkable,  and  it  is  gratifying 
that  Pennsylvania  is  taking  a  leading  part  in  this  progress. 


MEDICAL  EDUCATION. 

The  new  Medical  Law  has  imposed  upon  the  Bureau  of  Medical 
Education  and  Licensure  the  duty  of  making  two  lists  of  medical 
schools — one  a  list  of  the  colleges  whose  graduates  will  be  given 
licenses  upon  the  basis  of  reciprocity  with  other  States,  and  the 
other  a  list  of  all  the  colleges  whose  graduates  will  only  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  examination  for  license  to  practice  medicine  and 
surgery  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  alarming  number  of  failures  at  the  June  examination  is  cause 
for  serious  consideration.  Out  of  over  four  hundred  applicants  fully 
one-third  failed  to  pass.  In  Illinois  and  several  other  States  that 
might  be  named  the  mortality  or  percentage  of  failures  was  even 
greater  than  in  Pennsylvania.  This  is  perhaps  due  to  the  superior 
excellence  of  the  instruction  in  the  Pennsylvania  medical  schools. 
Partiality  is  impossible  because  the  system  of  numbers  by  which 
the  candidates  are  known  makes  it  impossible  for  the  examiner  to 
tell  whose  answers  he  is  marking.  The  facts  make  it  wortli  while 
to  emphasize  several  propositions: 

1.  No  student  should  enter  upon  the  study  of  medicine  without  a 
thorough  preliminary  education, 

2.  No  student  should  choose  a  school  with  inferior  clinical  facili- 
ties, inadequate  hospital  equipment  or  defective  courses  of  instruc- 
tion. 

3.  No  reliance  should  be  placed  upon  so-called  examination  books 
which  seek  to  post  the  applicant  upon  all  the  possible  questions  that 
may  be  asked. 

The  students  and  the  colleges  are,  of  course,  greatly  interested 
in  the  results  of  the  examination.  Has  the  time  not  come  for  a  care- 
ful study  of  the  reflex  influence  of  examinations  upon  the  habits  of 
study,  the  methods  of  teaching  and  the  practice  of  the  profession 
to  which  the  examination  is  the  door  of  entrance?  It  is  now  gen- 
erally recognized  tliat  State  examinations  in  dentistry  and  medicine 
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may  be  made  so  technical  ami  difticult  tliaf  tlio  student  and  his 
teacher  think  of  all  the  possible  questions  which  may  be  asked 
rather  than  of  the  care  of  teeth,  the  treatment  of  disease  and  the 
problems  which  the  student  must  face  when  he  enters  upom  the  prac- 
tice of  a  profession.  The  recent  efforts  of  examiners  to  make  their 
questions  more  practical  and  less  technical  may  cause  students  to  dis- 
card the  examination  books  which  have  done  so  much  to  vitiate  the 
methods  of  teaching  in  our  professional  and  preparatory  schools. 
The  examiner  should  put  a  premium  upon  methods  of  instruction 
and  habits  of  study  which  aim  at  mastery  of  the  subject  rather 
than  at  skill  in  answering  a  set  of  questions  within  a  limited  time. 

COLLEGE  TRAINING  IN  MORALS. 

The  colleges  of  Pennsylvania  have  always  laid  emphasis  upon  the 
fact  that  it  is  not  only  a  man's  studies  to  which  he  should  devote 
attention,  but  that  the  broader  lines  making  for  characer  develop- 
ment are  not  less  important. 

There  is  a  movement  among  College  Christian  Associations  which 
aims  to  influence  those  who  are  preparing  for  college.  Certain 
students  pledge  themselves  to  present  to  high  school  boys  at  vaca- 
tion times  the  best  side  of  college  life  rather  than  the  worst  side; 
to  describe  the  Bible  classes,  the  literary  societies,  the  receptions, 
the  lectures  and  the  chapel  talks  rather  than  the  hazing,  the  dis- 
order the  class  fights,  the  fraternities  and  the  various  non-essentials 
of  college  life,  which  are  always  most  attractive  to  the  immature 
mind.  The  college  boy  is  an  ideal  to  the  high  school  lad  and  the 
latter  is  strongly  influenced  by  highly  colored  stories  of  college  life. 

Another  movement  inaugurated  at  one  of  our  colleges  looks  toward 
training  for  citizenship  in  connection  with  the  work  of  technical 
instruction.  The  purpose  is  to  bring  to  the  student  right  con- 
ceptions of  his  duty  as  an  employee  or  an  employer;  of  his  relations 
with  those  under  his  direction,  those  of  equal  rank,  and  those  to 
whom  he  is  responsible,  of  the  guiding  principles  upon  which  he 
must  base  his  social  relations  with  the  people  of  his  local  community, 
of  the  importance  of  industry,  upright  practice,  tact  and  other  vital 
traits  of  character,  of  the  importance  of  active  participation  in  the 
public  duties  devolving  upon  him  as  a  citizen  of  his  country  and 
community.  The  modern  college  should  not  neglect  the  systematic 
training  for  its  men  other  than  along  the  particular  lines  of  study 
offered  by  the  regular  curriculum  of  lectures  and  recitations,  and 
this  ay)plies  particularly  to  right  address,  personal  deportment, 
noble  citizenship  and  Christian  character, 
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COLLEGE  GRADUATES  AND  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

The  number  .of  college-bred  people  who  are  going  into  public 
school  work  is  steadily  increasing.  During  the  year  1911-12  the 
number  of  college  graduates  teaching  in  the  high  schools  of  Pennsyl- 
vania reached  sixteen  hundred  twenty.  There  was,  however,  a 
strange  falling  off  in  the  number  of  college  permanent  certificates 
issued  during  1911,  as  is  apparent  from  the  following  figures: — 

1902,     118         1908,     172 

1903,     108         1909,     198 

1904,     95         1910,     157 

1905,     132         1911,     123 

1900,     160         1912,     

1907, 162 

This  falling  off  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  college  pro- 
visional certificates  that  were  issued,  viz:  1911,  286;  1912,  311. 

Mr.  Bailey  B.  Biirritt  made  a  study  of  the  professional  distribu- 
tion of  college  and  university  graduates  of  thirty-seven  colleges.  The 
results  were  published  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education  as  Bulletin 
19  of  the  year  1912,  Three  Pennsylvania  colleges  were  included  in 
the  list,  namely:  The  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Dickinson  Col- 
lege and  Washington  and  Jefferson  College.  The  results  for  the 
entire  group  show  that  teaching  is  taking  twenty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  graduates,  commercial*  pursuits  about  twenty  per  cent.,  law 
fifteen  per  cent.,  medicine  between  six  and  seven  per  cent.,  the  min- 
istry between  five  and  six  per  cent.,  and  engineering  pursuits 
between  three  and  four  per  cent. 

By  way  of  comparison  with  these  averages,  the  statistics  for  the 
last  graduating  classes  of  our  own  colleges,  so  far  as  the  figures  have 
been  available,  are  significant,  as  well  as  interesting.  It  is,  of  course, 
self-evident  that  institutions  like  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
which  have  their  largest  body  of  students  in  technical  and  profes- 
sional courses,  will  show  a  smaller  percentage  of  students  who  go 
into  teaching  than  the  colleges  which  do  their  main  work  in  courses 
in  the  Liberal  Arts.  In  many  cases  the  percentage  of  those  who  go 
into  teaching  is  mvich  larger  than  the  percentage  in  the  report  of 
the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education. 

ALBRIGHT  COLLEGE:  Seven  of  last  year's  academic  seniors 
are  teaching,  three  are  in  the  ministry,  two  are  studying  theology, 
one  dentistry  and  one  is  doing  post  graduate  work. 
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ALLEGHENY  COLLEGE:  Of  the  sixty-three  graduates  in  June, 
1912,  tliirty-live  are  in  tlie  teaching  profession.  Of  the  other  twenty- 
eight,  six  are  young  ladies  at  home,  three  are  civil  engineers,  six  are 
in  business  and  the  other  thirteen  are  taking  advanced  courses  in 
medicine,  theology,  etc. 

BEAVER  COLLEGE:  Of  the  six  graduates  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.,  four  are  teaching  and  one  is  pursuing  graduate  studies  with 
the  intention  of  teaching  later. 

BRYN  MAWR  COLLEGE:  No  statistics  for  the  A.  B.,  graduates 
of  the  year  1912  were  available,  but  up  to  1911  inclusive,  out  of  a 
total  of  eleven  hundred  thirty-five  the  number  teaching  in  colleges 
is  thirty-six  and  the  number  teaching  in  other  schools  is  two  hun- 
dred twenty-nine.  To  these  should  be  added  twenty-one  private 
tutors,  making  a  total  of  two  hundred  eiglity-six  who  are  engaged 
in  teaching. 

BUCKNELL  UNIVERSITY:  Out  of  a  class  of  seventy-eight 
(fifty-eight  men  and  eighteen  women),  thirty-five  are  teaching, 
twenty-one  men  and  fourteen  women. 

DICKINSON  COLLEGE:  Of  the  seventy-two  men  and  women 
graduates  thirty-nine  are  teaching,  twelve  are  studying  law,  four 
are  studying  theology,  two  are  preaching,  five  are  taking  post-gradu- 
ate courses,  eiglit  are  in  business,  one  is  studying  medicine  and  three 
are  at  home. 

FRANKLIN  AND  MARSHALL  COLLEGE:  Of  the  fifty-four 
who  were  graduated  at  the  last  commencement,  nineteen  took  up 
teaching,  eleven  entered  the  theological  seminary,  five  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  one  took  up  "Y.  M.  C.  A."  work  and  eight  en- 
tered post-graduate  courses,  some  of  whom,  at  least,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  go  into  teacliing  after  completing  their  studies. 

GENEVA  COLLEGE:  Out  of  a  graduating  class  of  thirteen, 
eight  follow  teacliing,  two  follow  engineering,  two  are  preparing 
for  the  ministry  and  one  is  undecided. 

GROVE  CITY  COLLEGE:  Of  jhe  thirty-five  graduates,  seven  are 
high  school  }»rii)cipals,  nineteen  are  high  school  teachers,  three  are 
college  teachers,  four  ;ire  iK)st-gradirnto  students,  one  is  a  merchant 
Mud  one  is  not  placed, 
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HAVERFOED  COLLEGE:  Including  four  voung  men  who  re- 
ceived the  Master's  degree  on  residence  in  June  last,  the  record  for 
occupation  of  the  graduates  is  teaching  sixteen,  business  twenty, 
further  study  ten,  social  service  work  two, 

IRVING  COLLEGE:  Of  the  fourteen  members  of  the  last  senior 
class,  eight  are  now  teaching.  About  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
graduates  of  the  past  twenty  years  are  engaged  in  teaching. 

JUNIATA  COLLEGE:  Of  the  fifteen  B.  A.  graduates  in  the  class 
of  1912,  ten  are  teaching,  two  are  pursuing  their  studies  in  univer- 
sities, one  is  preJiching  and  two  are  in  business. 

LAFAYETTE  COLLEGE:  The  occupations  of  the  seventy-one 
graduates  of  the  class  of  1912  are  engineers  eighteen,  chemists  four, 
non-professional  graduate  study  four,  law  six,  medicine  four, 
theology  four,  business  twelve,  teaching  nineteen. 

LEBANON  VALLEY  COLLEGE:  Fifteen  of  the  twenty-five 
members  of  last  year's  senior  class  are  teaching  this  year. 

LEHIGH  UNIVERSITY:  Although  Lehigh  has  been  widely 
known  as  an  institution  with  high  grade  technical  courses,  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  of  the  sixty-eight  B.  A.  graduates  during 
the  past  ten  years  thirty-three  have  taken  up  teaching  as  their  pro- 
fession, the  majority  of  them  in  connection  with  the  high  schools 
of  the  State.  Of  last  year's  graduating  class  six  out  of  the  ninety- 
five  have  taken  up  the  work  of  teaching,  one  has  gone  into  the  adver- 
tising business,  one  is  engaged  in  post-graduate  study  and  eighty- 
seven  are  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  engineering  work. 

MUHLENBERG  COLLEGE:  Of  the  twenty-five  members  of  the 
last  graduating  class  six  are  engaged  in  teaching,  one  is  doing  post- 
graduate work  with  a  view  to  teaching,  four  are  preparing  for  the 
ministry,  four  for  the  law,  six  are  engaged  in  business,  one  is  doing 
'^Y.  M.  C.  A."  work  and  one  is  preparing  to  be  a  dentist. 

PENNSYIA  ANIA  COLLEGE  AT  GETTYSBURG:  A  class  of 
sixty-three  was  graduated  at  the  last  commencement.  Of  these, 
eighteen  are  engaged  in  teaching,  seventeen  are  studying  theology, 
three  medicine,  three  law,  one  agriculture,  four  are  pursuing  post- 
graduate studies,  ten  are  engaged  in  business  and  the  occupation 
of  the  others  is  not  known. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  COLLEGE:  The  class  of  1912  at  the 
State  College  furnished  twenty-one  teachers,  two  hundred  twenty- 
nine  entered  other  professions;  of  those  reporting,  fifteen  entered 
business,  thirty-six  professional  work  in  engineering,  fourteen  in 
mining,  nineteen  in  chemistry,  eleven  in  agriculture,  eleven  in  for- 
estry, two  are  doing  graduate  work,  two  are  in  athletic  woik,  one 
in  "Y.  M.  C.  A."  work  and  one  in  the  ministry. 

ST.  \1NCENT  COLLEGE :  Of  the  thirty-five  graduates  there  were 
ten  who  will  make  teaching  part  of  their  life  work.  They  may  not 
be  constantly  engaged  in  this  work,  but  it  will  form  a  great  part  of 
their  work. 

SUSQUEHANNA  UNIVERSITY:  Of  seventeen  graduates  from 
the  college  nine  are  teaching,  four  are  studying  theology,  two  are 
doing  graduate  work  and  two  are  at  home. 

SWAKTHMOKE  COLLEGE:  Of  the  forty  graduates  at  the  last 
commencement  twelve  are  in  business,  eleven  are  teaching,  eleven 
are  students,  three  are  engaged  in  farming,  one  in  library  work,  one 
in  social  work  and  one  in  newspaper  work. 

TEMPLE  UNIVERSITY :  Outside  of  the  professional  schools. 
Temple  University  graduated  in  the  college  and  allied  departments 
fifty-one  students,  of  whom  thirty-one  are  teaching. 

THEIL  COLLEGE:  Of  the  eight  graduates,  two  3'Oung  men  and 
three  young  women  are  engaged  in  teaching.  Two  young  men  are 
preparing  for  the  ministry  and  one  youug  lady  is  continuing  her 
studies  at  the  University. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA:  Thirty-four  students  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  forty-five  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  and  three  the  degree  of  Master  of  Science.  Of  the 
Doctors  of  Philosophy,  eighteen  are  teaching  in  colleges  and  uni- 
versities, five  in  secondary  schools,  four  are  continuing  their  studies, 
three  are  cleigymen,  two  are  in  business  (one  is  a  chemical  expert 
and  the  other  is  with  the  Bureau  of  Municipal  Research,  Philadel- 
phia) and  two  have  not  as  yet  reported.  Of  the  Masters,  seven  are 
engaged  in  teaching  in  colleges  and  univerrsities,  fifteen  in  secondary 
schools,  fifteen  are  continuing  their  studies,  four  are  clergymen, 
four  are  in  business  and  three  have  not  as  yet  reported. 

URSINUS  COLLEGE:  Graduated  twenty-seven  young  men  and 
Women.     Seventeen   are   teaching,   two  have  entered  forestry  work, 
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three  are  taking  post-graduate  work,  one  is  preaching,  one  is  in  busi- 
ness and  three  are  at  home. 

VILLANOVA  COLLEGE:  From  the  graduates  of  the  class  of 
1912,  six  Bachelors  of  Arts  are  taking  up  graduate  studies,  two 
Bachelors  of  Science  are  teaching  and  seven  Bachelors  of  Science 
follow  the  engineering  profession. 

WASHINGTON  AND  JEFFERSON  COLLEGE:  Of  the  thirty- 
two  men  graduated  by  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  the  dis- 
tribution is  as  follows : — law,  ten ;  business,  seven ;  medicine,  five ; 
engineering,  four;  ministry,  three;  teaching,  two;  "Y.  M.  C.  A." 
work,  one. 

WILSON  COLLEGE:  Out  of  a  class  of  fifty-three,  nineteen 
students  of  the  class  of  1912  are  engaged  as  teachers ;  one  is  studying 
medicine,  one  is  working  in  sociology  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, one  is  studying  in  the  Bible  School,  New  York,  aud  one  is  a 
secretary,  making  a  total  of  twenty-three  recorded  in  positions  or 
studying  further. 

If  less  money  were  spent  upon  buildings  and  more  ujjon  teaching 
talent,  the  increase  iu  the  number  of  college  bred  teachers  would 
be  still  more  rapid.  The  growth  of  attendance  at  high  schools  has 
been  very  rapid.  Boards  of  school  directors  grow  ambitious  to 
provide  for  future  needs.  Loans  for  building  purposes  are  voted 
by  the  people,  which  increase  the  burdens  of  taxation,  and  when 
the  reaction  comes  it  always  results  in  a  tendency  to  save  on  teach- 
ers' salaries.  The  College  aud  University  Council  recommends  that 
the  educational  work  of  a  city  be  kept  on  a  high  plane,  and  that 
unnecessary  expenditures  in  the  erection  of  costly  edifices  should 
not  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  employment  of  an  adequate 
number  of  efiicient  teachers. 

New  problems  have  their  appearance  in  the  domain  of 
secondary  education.  It  is  not  to  the  advantage  of  the 
high  school  student  that  he  should  cherish  wrong  ideas  about  fra- 
ternities, athletics,  dances,  social  functions  and  extravagent  expendi- 
tures upon  dress  and  public  functions.  These  have  been  a  serious 
burden  upon  the  parents,  a  hindrance  to  the  formation  of  desirable 
habits  of  study  and  a  detriment  to  the  democratic  ideals  which 
have  hitherto  dominated  the  public  schools.  The  College  and  Uni- 
versity Council  deprecates  the  premature  forcing  upon  high  schools 
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of  the  larger  liberty  which  the  college  and  university  student  neces- 
sarily enjoys  and  commends  the  sections  of  the  School  Code  which 
place  the  control  of  athletics,  fraternities  and  sororities  in  the  hands 
of  the  school  authorities. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 

Secretary. 
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THEOLOGICAL   SEMINARIES. 

dozer    Theological     Seminary,     Chester,      Delaware 1808 

Lutheran   Theological   Seminary Mt.    Airy,     Philadelphia 1854 

Meadville    Theological    School,     Meadville,     Crawford 1844 

St.  Vincent  College  and  Seminary Beatty,    Westmoreland,    1846 

The    Divinity    School    of    the    Protestant  Philadelphia Philadelphia,     ]S62 

Episcopal     Church, 

The     Lutheran    Theological    Seminary, .  Gettysburg,    Adams 1826 

The    Moravian    College    and    Theological  Bethlehem Northampton 1807 

Seminary. 

The    Theological    Seminary    of    the    Re-  Lancaster,      Lancaster 1825 

formed    Church. 

The    Western    Theological    Seminary,  ..  Pittsburgh,     Alh'gheny 1825 

MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

Dept.    of    Medicine,     Medlco-Chirurgical  Philadelphia.     Philadelphia 1848 

College. 

Hahneman    Medical    College Philadelphia,     Philadelphia 1848 

Jefferson    Medical     College,      Philadelphia Philadelphia,     1825 

Medical   Dept.,    Univ.   of   Pennsylvania,   Philadelphia I'hiladelphia 1765 


School     of    Medicine,     Univ.     of    Pitts-  Pittsburgh,     Allegheny,      . 

burgh. 
The  Temple  University,    Dept.  of  Medl-  Philadelphia,     Philadelphia, 

cine. 
The  Woman's  Medical   College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


1886 


Philadelphia 1884 


Allegheny 1878 

Philadelphia 


VETERINARY  MEDICINE. 
The     School     of     Veterinary     Medicine,  Philadelphia,     .. 
Univ.    of   Pa. 

COLLEGES     OF     PHARMACY. 

Pittsburgh     College    of     Pharmacy,      ..Pittsburgh,     

The  Temple  University,  Pharmacy  Dept.  Philadelphia,     ., 

DENTAL    COLLEGES. 

Dental    Dept.,     Medico-Chi    College,     ..Philadelphia Philadelphia,     1897 

Phila.    Dental    College,     Temple    Univ.,  Philadelphia Philadelphia 1862 

School   of   Dentistry,    Univ.    of    Pa.,     ..    Philadelphia Philadelphia 1878 

School    of    Dentistry,     Univ.     of    Pitts-  Pittsburgh,     Allegheny 1896 

burgh. 


LAW   SCHOOLS. 

Dickinson     School     of     Law Carlisle,     .. 

Temple    Univ.,     School    of    Law Philadelphia 


Cumberland , 
Philadelphia, 


1834 
1894 


COLLEGES    AND    UNIVERSITIES. 

Albright  College,    Myerstown,    Lebanon,     1887 

Allegheny   College Meadville Crawford,      1815 

Beaver   College Beaver,      Beaver,      1853 

Bryn  Mawr  College Bryn   Mawr,     Montgomery 1885 

Bucknell  University Lewisburg,     Union 1846 

Carnegie   Institute   of  Technology Pittsburgh,     Allegheny,      1900 

Central   High   School,    Philadelphia Philadelphia,     . . .' 1838 

Dickinson  College Carlisle,     Cumberland,      1783 

Franklin  and  MarshaU  College,    Lancaster,    Lancaster,      1787 

Geneva  College Beaver  Falls Beaver 1848 

Grove  City  College Grove    City Mercer 1884 

Haverford   College Haverford,      Delaware,     1833 

Irving  College,    Mechanicsburg,     Cumberland 1856 

Lafayette  College Easton,      Northampton 1832 

La  Salle  College I'hiladelphia Philadelphia,     . 1863 

Lebanon  Valley  College Annville Lebanon,     1866 

Lehigh   University,    South    Bethlehem,     ..Northampton,    1806 

Moravian  College Bethlehem,      Northampton 1807 

Pennsylvania   College,     Gettysburg,      Adams 1832 

Pennsylvania   College   for   Women Pittsburgh,     Allegheny 1875 

Pennsvlvania    Military    College Chester,     Delaware,     1862 

Pennsylvania    State    College State    Collei;<" Centre,     185o 


1846 
1870 
1862 

1827 
1863 

1831 

1827 


1848 
1838 


1878 


1863 
1896 


1890 
1888 


1895 
1817 
1853 
1880 
1S46 
1912 


1783 
1787 
1850 

18.33 

18.^7 
1826 

1863 
1867 

1866 
1863 
1832 

1869 
1862 
1855 
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Official  Title  of  Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name    of    President,     Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Baptist,     President Rev.    Milton    G.    Evans,     D.    D. 

Lutheran,      Uoan,     Rev.  Henry  Eyster  Jacobs,  D.  D. ,  LL.  D. 

Unitarian President,     Franklin   C.    Soutb-svorth.    A.    M.,    T>.    D. 

Roman  Catholic,    Rev.    Director Rev.    Walter    Stehle.     O.    S.    B. 

Protestant   Episcopal ,     Dean,     W.    M.    Groton,    S.    T.    D. 


Lutheran,      President. 

Moravian President, 


Reformed President , 

Presbyterian,     President, 


J.     A.     Singmaster,     D.     P. 
Augustus    Sehultze,    D.    D. .    L.    H.    D. 


Rev.    John    L.    Bowman,     D.    D. 


Rev.    James    Anderson    Kelso, 
D.   D. 


Dean Henry    F.    Walton,    LI,.    D. 

Dean,     Wm.    B.    Van    Lennep,     A.     M.,     M.    D. 

Sub-Dean Ross    V.    Patterson,     M.    D. 

Dean,     Provost    Edgar    F.    Smith,     Pli.    D. ,    So. 

D.,     LL.    D. 
Dean Thomas  Shaw  Arbuthnot,    A.   B. ,    M.   D. 

Dean Frank  C.   Hammond,    M.   D. 

Dean,     Clara   Marshall,    M.   D. 


Dean, 


Louis    A.     Klein,     M.     D. 


Dean,     James   A.    Koch,    Ph.    D..    Sc.    D. 

Dean John    R.    Minehart,    M.    D. ,    Ph.    D. 


Dean,     H.    F.    Walton,     President. 

Dean S.  H.  Guilford,   A.  M. ,   Ph.  D. ,   D.  P.  S. 

Dean Edgar    F.    Smith,    Provost. 

Dean H.    Edmund    Frlesell,    P.    P.    S. 


Dean William    Triekett. 

Dean Francis     Chapman. 


United    Evangelical President John  F.   Dunlap,    A.   M..    D.    D. 

. .  President William  H.   Crawford,    P.    D. .    LL.    P. 

Methodist  Episcopal President,     Rev.  LeRoy  Weller,   A.  M. 

Undenominational President M.    Carey    Thomas,    Ph.    D. .    LL.    D. 

Baptist President John  Howard  Harris,    Ph.   D. .    LL.    D. 

Non-Sectari.in Director,     Arthur     Arton     Hamerschlag,      Sc.     P., 

LL.    D. 

President,     Robert   Ellis   Thompson,    S.    T.    D. 

Methodist  Episcopal President,     Eugene  Allen   Noble,    L.    H.    D. ,    LL.    P. 

Reformed President Henry  Harbaugh  Apple,    A.   M.,    D.   D. 

Covenanter,     President William  H.    George,    M.    A. 

President,     Isaac  C.   Ketler,    Ph.   D..    D.    D.   I.L.    P. 

Friends President,     Isaac  Sharnless.   S.  P. .   LL.  P. 

Lutheran President E.   E.   Campbell,    A.   M.,    Ph.   P. 

Presbyterian President Rev.     Ethelbert    D.     Warfield,     P.     P., 

LL.    D. 

Catholic President,     Brother  Denis  Edward,  A.  B. 

United   Brethren President Rev.   G.    D.    Gosserd.    D.    P. 

Non-Sectarian President Henry  S.   Drinker,    E.    .M.,    LL.   P. 

Moravian President Augustus   Schultze,    P.    D.,    L.    JT.    P. 

Lutheran,     President,     , William    Anthony    Granville,     PIi.     D., 

LL.    D. 

Undenominational President Rev.    Henry    D.    Lindsay.     P.    P. 

Colonel,     Col.   Charles  E.   Hvatt. 

Interdenominational President Bdwln   Erie   Sparks,    Ph.    P.,    ^.    D. 
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St.    Joseph's    College riiiladelphia, 

St.    "Vincent   College,     Beatty,      


Philaclelphia, 
Westmoreland , 


Susquehanna    University Selinsgrove,    Snyder,      . . . 

Swarthmore   College Swarthmore,    Delaware,     . 

Temple     University,      Philadelphia,     Philadelphia, 

Thiel     College,      Greenville,    Mercer,      . . . 

University   of   Pennsylvania,     Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

University   of   Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

Ursinus     College,      CoUegeville Montgomery, 

Washington  and  Jefferson  College,    Washington Washington, 

Waynesburg    College,     Waynesburg Greene, 

Westminster    College New    Wilmington,     ..   Lawrence, 


1851 

1852 

1846 

1870 

1858 

1858 

1869 

1864 

1S84 

1888 

1870 

1870 

1740 

1755 

1787 

1819 

1869 

1869 

1780 

1802 

1851 

1850 

1852 

1852 

Wilson    College Chambersburg, 


Franklin 1870 


1809 
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Name    of    Presideut,     Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Roman  Catholic Prefect,    Rev.    Charles   W.    L.vous,    S.   J. 

Roman  Catholic,    Rev.    Director,    Rt.    Rev.    Leauder    Schuerr,     0.    S.    B. , 

D.   D. 

Lutheran President,     Charles  Thomas   Aikers,    D.    D. 

Non-Sectarian,    President,     Joseph    Swain,    M.    D.,    LL.    I). 

Undenominational Dean,     President,    Russell   H.   Conwell,    Litt.  D. 

Evanselieal   Lutlierau,    President,     Rev.    C.    Theodore    Benze.     D.    D. 

TJudenominational Provost,     Edgar    F.    Smith,     Ph.    D.,     Sc.    D.,     L. 

H.    D.,    LL.    D. 

Undenominational Chancellor,     Saumel  Blacli  iicCormick,   D.  D. ,   LL.  D. 

Non-Sectarian,    Pre'sident,     Rev.    A.    Edwin   Keigwin,    D.    1). 

Non-Sectarian,    President,     James  D.  aioffnt,   D.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Presbyterian President,     Rev.   Ezra  P.   Baker,    Ph.    D. 

United  Presbyterian President,     Rev.    Robert    Mc Watty    Russell ,    D.    D. , 

LL.    D. 
Presbyterian,    President Anna  Jftne  McKeag,    Ph.   D. ,    LL.    D. 
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